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To the earlier printed version God Light

First there was Tozer with The Knowledge of the Holy, and then Packer gave us Knowing God, and now Russell has taken us further with God Light.

There is a tremendous need for a book on this subject. We have witnessed the publication of many books around the statement “God is Love,” but I cannot recall ever seeing one around the statement “God is Light.” It is important that these two attributes of God be brought into conjunction with each other because it is really impossible to discuss love intelligently without understanding light.

~ Dr. Earl D. Radmacher, General Editor, Nelson Study Bible/New King James Study Bible

This is truly amazing. I marvel at the wisdom God has given you and the talent to put it on paper in a meaningful/fascinating way. I have anything but a scientific mind! I found myself saying out loud, “Wow, that's amazing,” many times. I worked through the technical only to be thrilled by the application at the end of each chapter. The parallel of God and His Son to the sun is brilliant! I know it’s in God's Word but you have brilliantly explored His message and made it meaningful to an “un-brilliant” person such as myself!

You have opened my eyes to the light around me. Yesterday, as I looked at the clouds casting shadows on the earth, I thought of the truths you have taught me. I look at ordinary things differently. I have already used many of the truths in my mentoring and find myself sharing your thoughts in everyday conversation.

This is so rich! ... This is great! ... Wonderful! ... Mind boggling to say the least! ... Great material for discussion! ... Application pieces are truly inspired!

~ Elizabeth Hightower, Women’s Ministries Leader, Laurelwood Baptist Church 

He obviously is hitting on all twelve cylinders! What an exciting insight into Christ as the light of the world. Thank God for people like this who have the background to illuminate some of these Biblical concepts.

~ Dr. Joe Aldrich, President, Multnomah Bible College & Biblical Seminary

I was utterly fascinated... I am impressed with the work that you have done, with the directionality it has... I do believe that you have an important message which could be greatly used of the Spirit of God in the world today both among the Christian community and in pre-evangelism of the world.

~ Dr. Ronald Barclay Allen, Senior Professor of Bible Exposition, Dallas Seminary

It is must reading.

~ Richard C. Halverson, Chaplain, U.S. Senate

The content is terrific... This is a timely book... There is so much content that many other books and articles could be written from small parts of it.

~ Dr. Freeman L. Schmitt, Senior Pastor

I got so involved in the subject and read with such great interest that I had trouble reading it critically for accuracy.

~ Maury J. Merrick, Optics Professor & Consultant

I find it most inspirational. I can’t profess to knowing anything of physics, never having studied the subject: but the explicit way in which you describe it all – I feel I am able to understand... You make the reader think, and that is a great talent.

~ Evelyn Cox, homemaker

I loved the book God Light!... It is very well written and very understandable. Without seeming condescending or talking down to anyone he gets the point across. The Josh McDowell book, Evidence That Demands a Verdict, is good too... as soon as I finish it I plan on reading God Light again. It’s definitely the better of the two.

~ Bobby Glasgow, inmate  
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Starting a new position is always a challenge—but this time I was in foreign territory. I had been named Camera Engineering Manager of a Fortune 500 firm. Although I possessed engineering management experience and was an avid amateur photographer, I knew virtually nothing about optics and the theories of light. It was a time of intense technical study. 

Simultaneously I became intrigued with the Apostle John’s statement in 1 John 1:5 that “God is light.” What did John mean? Is there something more to this statement than meets the eye? Did the Holy Spirit of God inspire John to write three simple words that were packed with meaning beyond what John could fully understand? As I studied physical light, these questions remained prevalent in my thinking. 

Virtually all Christians would agree that God is love, God is light, and God is life (1 John 4:8, 1:5, 5:12). These three concepts have been acknowledged by hymn-writers and poets for centuries. However, I found it curious that when it comes to books, literally thousands have been written on the subject God is love and on the new life that God makes available, but precious little has been penned about God is light. 

In my quest I came to understand that some of the characteristics of physical light help us to understand God’s nature and give new meaning to John’s phrase, “God is light.” 

It is significant that when the apostle whom Jesus loved wrote “God is light,” he gave us his purpose for writing this epistle in the previous verse, “We write this to make our joy complete.” It is my desire that contemplating the nature of God as seen in the Apostle John’s statement “God is Light” will bring joy to each reader. 

This book may be considered a series of short essays about God light, each essay designed to provoke further thinking. The short chapters are relatively broad strokes of a brush; it is left up to you, the reader, to add details, highlights, and clarification through personal study, prayer, meditation, and life experiences. It is my prayer that such a process will allow truth to be revealed in a new and refreshing way, and in the process, “your joy might be complete.”
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Sunlight reaches earth every day quietly providing vision, warmth, and sustenance for all life. Meanwhile lightning strikes 1,000 people in the United States each year and ignites 10,000 forest fires. Thunderstorms kill more people in the U.S. than any other natural disaster. Sunshine and gentle wind are taken for granted, but in violent forms natural elements are referred to as “acts of God.” 

As humans we often do not consider God during good times, but the saying from the First World War has a ring of reality, “There are no atheists in fox holes.” 

In this book parallels between natural light and God are examined. One might ask, “Is it valid to use nature to increase our understanding of God?” There are many ways to answer this question. First, we learn in chapter one of Romans that general revelation, that is nature, is enough to convince any human of the existence of the Creator. Therefore, we are without excuse if we refuse to believe in God. (In addition, special revelation, that is the appearing of God on earth and the written Word of God, has provided additional understanding.) Second, great teachers use stories and analogies to teach principles. The greatest teacher of all, Jesus Christ, used parables and analogies extensively, many from nature. 


It is important to comment briefly regarding the scientific accuracy of this book and the parallels presented between how science currently understands physical light and what the Scriptures reveal about the God who is light. First, this manuscript has been reviewed by light and optical experts. Although concepts have been simplified for easy reading, the content is accurate according to current scientific knowledge. 

Second, the author is aware that scientific understanding changes over time. Therefore, it is quite possible that there may come a time when scientists learn that light does not behave exactly as they believe it does today. Should significant changes in man’s understanding of light occur, it is quite possible that some of the material in this book will become dated and perhaps some sections may be found to be inaccurate.

Third and most importantly, if such an event should occur, the reader should rest assured that while our scientific understanding of light has changed, the nature of God has not changed. 

Finally, it is my prayer that if such events occur, God will at that time raise up new individuals to help readers of that era understand the mysteries surrounding the God who is light. 



A key question which arises then: why take the time to understand parallels between the nature of natural light as scientists understand it and the nature of God as revealed in Scripture? 

Dr. Robert John Russell (no relation to this author) has written, “As in bridge building, each community, the religious and the scientific, must find bedrock in its own world, yet each must venture out toward the other, hoping that one day the two will meet at the keystone.”​[1] 

As a side note, it is interesting to reflect upon what Werner Heisenberg, considered the father of Quantum Physics, remarked: “The first gulp from the glass of natural sciences may make you an atheist, but at the bottom of the glass, God is waiting for you.”  

As we understand the marvels of physical light, our understanding of the uniqueness of God light will be greatly enhanced. We will see God in a new and intriguing way. 

Sunlight / Sonlight

Sunlight is an essential part of our everyday existence.

Sonlight is an essential part of the everyday existence of the followers of the Son of God.

––––––––
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THINK AND GROW 

1. Have you ever thought deeply about physical light?

2. Have you ever thought deeply about spiritual light?

3. Have you heard or read much about the parallels between physical and spiritual light?  
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Prolog
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The conflict of science and religion

is one between the errors in both camps.

Truth cannot contradict itself.

Jim Elliot

––––––––
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We are writing these things

so that you may fully share our joy.

1 John 1:4
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Heaven Light
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Will it be light or dark in Heaven?” asked my then five-year-old daughter Laura. It was evening and I had just tucked her into bed. As I sat on the edge of her bed, she looked up with an inquisitive innocence that communicated to me that it was a serious question. 

We had developed a little game at bedtime; I would ask Laura a question regarding the Bible, and she would provide the answer. It was, I thought, a good way to communicate some Christian truths in a natural way. One of the questions that she never missed was, “What three things that characterize God’s nature start with L?” Her response was always immediate, sure, and consistent, “God is love, God is light, and God is life.” Because I was sure that she knew these concepts well, it bothered me to have her now pose this question, which to me had such an obvious answer.
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