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      Sabrina slipped between boulders leading down to the rocky beach. The smell of kelp and salt filled the air. Cold wind whipped off the Strait of Juan de Fuca and through her light blonde hair pushing it across her face. Her fleece jacket felt useless.

      The Bed and Breakfast owner suggested she walk early during low tide. The tide pools swarmed with life, sea stars, hermit crabs, urchins and anemone. As well as ten million other little creatures she couldn’t name.

      Gulls and ravens swirled in the air and perched on wet boulders, conversing loudly. Beneath it all she heard the relentless pounding of the sea. This was her first real vacation in over three years. All she’d taken was family leave to be with her father. She wondered if the sea would help heal her broken heart. Nothing else had worked so far.

      Her ex, Mark had moved out over a year ago to go live with the other woman after eleven years of marriage. Sabrina had no clue he’d had an affair, let alone fallen in love with someone else. She had been so wrapped up with her father dying from cancer and keeping her career alive as the layoffs began, that her marriage floundered and failed. She didn’t blame Mark, entirely. They’d both dropped the relationship, but she felt rejected, bitter and undesirable. And she hated feeling that way. She needed to heal and feel whole again.

      A few yards out on the water she heard barking and saw several seals bobbing around in the water. They spotted her and dove.

      Sabrina rounded another boulder larger than a minivan. She gasped in surprise to see a man sitting on a log. Stark naked. She tried not to look, feeling embarrassed for him, but was unsuccessful. She couldn’t seem to stop staring, as if somehow hypnotized.

      What she noticed first were his eyes. Big, dark eyes the same color as his wavy, brown hair. He gazed at her as if he could see inside her heart. She tried to avoid looking at his well muscled body as he sat on a dark fabric stretched over the log.

      “Excuse me,” she said. “I didn’t realize anyone would be out here this early.”

      He didn’t speak for an uncomfortably long length of time, then asked, “Is it early?”

      “It’s just a little after six,” she said. Something felt wrong here. The man looked dazed. “Are you all right? Aren’t you cold?”

      “Accident. I was on a fishing boat.”

      She wondered if he had a head injury. “Is there anyone I can call?”

      “No one,” he said, sadly. “I think I need some clothes.”

      Clearly he needed more than that. He probably was in shock and had hypothermia. “Can you walk?”

      He nodded.

      “Why don’t you follow me back to the B&B? I’ll bet John, one of the owners, has something you could wear. You need to get warm. And get some food.”

      He stayed quiet for a moment, then said, “I am hungry,” flashing her a brilliant smile.

      She turned to head back toward the B&B. He stood and rolled up the fabric he’d been sitting on, then followed her. She wondered why he didn’t wrap it around himself. After climbing the steep, rock stairway up the cliff, she looked back. The man must have tough feet; he walked barefoot on the sharp rocks as if over smooth sand.

      They continued across the meadow and he looked back at the sea, almost mournfully. She wondered who he’d lost in the accident.

      “What’s that?” she asked, gesturing to the fabric bundle he carried.

      “Just an animal skin. I found it in the water after the accident. Maybe it’s good luck.” He shrugged as if it were inconsequential, while gripping it tighter.

      She decided to take him to her cabin, rather than the main building, until he got some clothes. The other guests were probably awake and coming down for breakfast.

      Sabrina unlocked the door and let him in. “I’ll go get John and see what he can find. You’re welcome to use the shower to warm up. Do you need anything else?”

      “No, I’ll wait here,” he said.

      She closed the door and walked through the garden to the main house. The image of him standing in her cabin with those beautiful, brown eyes lodged in her brain. He didn’t seem embarrassed about being naked, or flaunting it either. Just acted as if it was normal. And what a man, he almost made her mouth water. She hadn’t really looked at men, not even Mark, in so very long.

      When she and John got back to her cabin they found him wrapped in a blanket, looking out a window at the sea. John gave him the clothes and sat down at her little table, stroking his white mustache. While the man dressed in her bathroom, Sabrina made hot tea.
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