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	      Did you love Dizchord? Then you should read
              
                Dizchord (Light Novel Adaptation) by C. S. Johnson!
              
          

	    

    
	    
            
                [image: Dizchord (Light Novel Adaptation)]
            
	    

	  
        ONCE UPON A TIME IN ATLANTA ... After losing his dad, a teenager gains the ability to hear the music inside each human soul, allowing him to sense their emotions, see their past memories, and even manipulate their moods. Using his new gift, he vows to carry on his father's legacy and bring his killer to justice.Stephen Kibwaa had a good life and good parents, even if they pushed him hard to do his best. As a gifted pianist, Stephen was sixteen when he was invited to the Georgia Dome to play the National Anthem—but after his show, a human trafficker only known as "The Marxman" murdered Stephen's dad during a failed kidnapping operation.At his father's funeral, Stephen, in his sadness and anger, was gifted with a strange new ability: Suddenly, he was able to hear the song of the souls around him. As 10 years passed by, Stephen worked hard to develop and refine his power, strengthening his body and stopping other human traffickers along the way as Atlanta's shadowed superhero, Dizchord.  Now, the past comes back to taunt him as his father's killer, The Marxman, returns to Atlanta ...With themes of grief and loss, duty and honor, and love and sacrifice, Dizchord is an original story set in contemporary Atlanta that tackles issues surrounding family, human trafficking, and growing up from award-winning, genre-hopping author C. S. Johnson.
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LATER ON THAT EVENNG

You'D BE OUT OF
'SORTS IF YOU WERE WITH YOUR
15-YEAR-OLD SON WATCHING THE
FALCONS ONE MOMENT, AND THEN THE
'NEXT YOU FOUND YOURSELF SITTING.
INACHURCH NEXT TO YOUR
26-YEAR-OLD SON.

SOUNDS ABOUT RIGHT
ACTUALLY, ESPECIALLY
IF YOU'RE BETTING ON.
THE FALCONS TO WIN.

WELL ... SHE'S OKAY.

MIND. BUT FOR NOW, VAL HaS BEEN 600D TO

1775 NICE TO SEE YOU, HER. AND TO ME, T0O.
SON. WHAT ABOUT BUT WE DON'T HAVE TO

YOU? DO YOU HAVE A TALK ABOUT THAT—
GIRLFRIEND YET?

NO, I LIKE TALKING ABOUT THAT.
1775 GOOD TO KNOW HE’S KEEPING HIS
PROMISES TO ME. | WAS PRETTY TOUGH
ON HIM, YOU KNOW ... BUT TELL ME, DID
YOU PASS YOUR MIDTERM IN MRS.
'SANDERSON'S CLASS? YOU SEEMED
WORRIED ABOUT IT TONIGHT, EARLIER.
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HE SHOT HER

'BEFORE HE DIED.

‘SHE'S DEAD NOW,
T00.

VEAH, BUT SHE WAS
CaPABLE OF 600D,
TOO. | THINK SHE
TRIED TO SAVE ME
THAT DAY, BACK AT
THE GEORGIA DOME
cane.

| DON'T WANT TO TALK TO MY DAD
ABOUT HIS DEATH, OR WHAT HAPPENED
AFTER. | WISH HE WOULDN'T BRING IT
UP S0 MUCH. NOW THAT | KNOW HE
WAS AWARE THAT HE WAS GOING TO
DIE, | FEEL EVEN WORSE | WASN'T
ABLE TO SAVE HiM.

1 DON'T REMENBER IF 1 WAS
OKAY WITH MRS, SANDERSON
OR NOT .. BUT DAD, | FOUND
THE MARXMAN TONIGHT. AND.
HE"S DEAD NOW. HE WASN'T
ACTING ALONE. KATHLEEN WAS
WORKING WITH HiM.

I SEE . IVEALWAYS FELT.
'SOMETHING WAS OFF ABOUT
THAT WOMAN. SHE'S ALWAYS
PLAYED IT TOO SAFE. AND IN
‘SOME WAYS, ELEMENT DID,
Too.

s oo oo s e, .
loTromALT | kgl YO0 AS WL 38 Sk,
THE LIFE S8 LVED AS MUCH AS | CAN. DO YOU WANT ME
T e o

20080 L o ANTD

mosE o
AN FIND SOMETHING, WL, B6W's 4 600D
TUATILL HELP, THERE ARE MORE || GULY. Y0ULL 88 ABLE
COMPLICATIONS Now THATTHE || T GET ThROUGH TO
WARXHWAN 13 DEAD, ANDBEN || M. AS FOR THE REST,
FROBABLY THINKS | KILLED LET ME EE IF 1 AN
ATHLEN, 700 e

BUT THEN.... WHO
KNOWS IF SHE WAS
"DOING ME THE FAVOR?
AFTER ALL, | WAS THE
PERFECT DISTRACTION
FOR YOU, 50 THAT GRL
CouLD BE KIDNAPPED

y

AND 50, THE LEGEND OF ATLANTA’S MOST MUSICALLY
‘GIFTED HERO CONTINUES! WILL DIZCHORD UNCOVER
THE TRUTH ABOUT THE MARXWAN'S CRIMINAL TIES?
JUST HOW MUCH OF ELEMENT IS INVOLVED IN ALL OF
THIS? WHO CAN STEPHEN REALLY TRUST? WILL STEPHEN
EVER GET A GIRLFRIEND? AND CAN THE FALCONS EVER
WIN A SUPERBOML?

;0 7=\ DIZCHORD'S ADVENTURES CONTINUE IN THE NEXT ISSUE!
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DEAR READER!

THANK YOU FOR PICKING UP THIS COMIC. IT'S MY FIRST OFFICIAL COMIC, AND | HOPE YOU ENJOY
'READING IT AS MUCH AS I'VE HOPED YOU WOULD ENJOY READING IT (WIRITING IT WAS A LITTLE MORE d
STRESSFUL THAN AMUSING THIS TIME)! .

THERE IS ALWAYS A LOT THAT GOES INTO MY WORK. IN THIS PARTICULAR STORY, | KNOW OF
SEVERAL PEOPLE | NEED TO THANK FOR INSPIRING ME. AS MUCH AS STEPHEN IS THE HERO I'D LOVE
TO SEE IN REAL LIFE, I'M SO BLESSED TO KNOW MANY OTHER EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE WHO
'HAUE GIVEN ME THEIR TIME, ENERGY, ATTTENTION, AND LOUE.

A SPECIAL THANKS GOES TO MY DAD, MY COLLEGE FRIEND SAM KIBWAA, MY OLD FRIEND SAM
DINGER, MY FRIEND STEPHEN DAWKINS, AS WELL AS MY DARLING HUSBAND AND MY BELOVED SON.

THESE ARE ALL MEN IN MY LIFE WHO CONTINUALLY INSPIRE ME, AND | WROTE THIS STORY FOR
QI e As A VERY FOOLISH, SMALL WAY OF SAVING THANK YOL. B

IN TURN, | HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AS WELL. STEPHEN'S LIFE IS FRAUGHT WITH SADNESS
AND SACRIFICE, AND WHEN YOU FIND YOURSELF CAUGHT BETWEEN TRIALS AND SORROW, | PRAY
YOU WILL REMEMBER HIS STORY AND LISTEN FOR GOD'S MUSIC TO GUIDE YOU HOME.

ALL THE BEST,

¢
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OF THE KIDS FOR

LET ME TAKE cagE
OF HER FOR A FEW
MORE MOMENTS.
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ABOUT HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

WHAT IS HUMAN TRAFFICKING?

_https://www state.gov/humantrafficking-about-human-
trafficking/

According to the U.S. Department of State: “Trafficking in persons,” “human
trafficking,” and “modern slavery” arc umbrella terms — often used
interchangeably — to refer to a crime whereby traffickers exploit and profit at
the expense of adults or children by compelling them to perform labor or
engage in commercial sex. When a person younger than 18 is used to perform a
commercial sex act, itis a crime regardless of whether there s any force, fraud,
or coercion involved.

The U.S. Department of State estimates there are “27.6 million victims

worldwide at any given time,” and that “human traffickers prey on people of
all ages, backgrounds, and nationalities, exploiting them for their own profit.”

WHO TO CONTACT IF YOU'RE CONCERNED

1f you are concerned about a potential human trafficking situation, you can report a
ip to the National Human Trafficking Hotline.

Call 1-888-373-7888, text HELP to BEFREE (233733),
or email help@humantraffickinghotline.org

g
L
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AROUND ATLANTA
SPOTLIGHT 3

e o
w3

Hartsfield-Jackson Adanta International Airport originated in 1925 with the
ereation of Candler Field, a modest dirt landing strip at the time. It currently
occupies over 155 acres, has seven concourses, and hosts around 200 gates. The
airportis home to "The Plane Train," an underground transportation system that
runs on a loop track, as well a the Terminal Connector Shutte and the SkyTrain.

“The main reason 1 love the airport (kind of sl 1 know) i that while i’ one o the busist
plcesin ATL it means 1 have anly abost an bour of ic and one o two plane rides between
e and the et of the wordd. God ks 1 lve traling aronnd when 1 can affrd ! -

oo H

499 PEACHTREE STNE, ATLANTA, GA 0308
Shakespearean plays are some of the finest examples of literature in the entirety of
English-speaking history, and the Shakespeare Tavern Plaghouse provides all
kinds of theater performances thanks to the Atlanta Shakespeare Company. The

b

favern includes a bar and seating area, along with a souvenir shop and a kitchen
where guests may purchase food before the show begins. Seating includes a main
floor space, balcony, and bos scats. For theater lovers, the Shakespeare Tavern
Playhouse s a place not to be missed!

‘hups://www.shakespearetavern.com/.

Afer our rather awkward SEC date, 1 made my bushand g ber or onr e date! W saw
" Midsummer Night's Drean” and go chesecake brownies. I was much beter than the
A Jootball e date (drank. teatre attendees fen 10 be guictr than footbal game attendes for
some reason). 1 still want 0 see "Anthory & Cleopatra” hen!

PLEASE LOOK FOR ANOTHER ATLANTA SPOTLIGHT IN ISSUE #2!
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You couLove
LEARNED ALL THAT
FROM A REPORT.

HERE'S SOMETHNG
T NOT IN ANY REPORT:
THE DAY JAALI KIBWAA WAS
I COULDVE. Y RDERED By THE MARXMAN,
BUT I IDN'T. Vou STLL TRED TO
PROTECT HIS SON.

NOW THAT
YOU UNDERSTAND ME
BETTER ... AND | KNOW
YOU BETTER, T0O

TELL ME,
WHERE'S YOUR

THERE'S NO NEED TO

HIDE. YOU COULD JUST

INTRODUCE YOURSELF,
YOU KNOW.

WHAT'S THE POINT,
IF YOU KNOW ME
“ALREAD:

z

\ </ /

(i ) ;

YOURE RIGHT.
100 KNOWYOU ..
MARTIN CAMERON.
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HE'S NOTHING!
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DIZCHORD (ISSUE #1)
COPYRIGHT © 2023 BY C. . JOHNSON

ALL RIGHTS RESERUED. THIS WRITTEN WORK OR ANY PORTION THEREOF MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED
OR USED IN ANY MANNER WHATSOEVER WITHOUT THE EXPRESS WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE
PUBLISHER.

COMIC ARTWORK BY LIGHT COMIC STUDIO

VARIANT COVER ARTWORK BY LEVI TONIN

OFFCIAL FAN ARTWORK & STORYBOARD EDITING BY THEO KINGS

[BOUNDING INTO COMICS CROSSOUER ARTWORK & STORYBOARD PROOFING BY SPENCER
BAcuu

SCRIPT EDITING BY CRYSTAL MCGOUGH

ASSISTANT SCRIPT EDITING BY MATT MCGOUGH >
[FURTHER SCRIPT FEEDBACK BY ANGELA R. WATTS & JACOB AIREY
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON HUMAN TRAFFICKING TIPS BY PAUL HAIR
ATLANTA SPOTLIGHT FEATURE INFORMATION BY PAUL HAIR

"

TR

PAUL HAIR IS AN AUTHOR WHO WRITES FICTION AND NONFICTION UNDER HIS OWN NAME, AS WELL
S WORKING AS A GHOSTWRITER. FOLLOW HIM ON GAB (@PAULHAIR. HIS FASCINATING BOOKS
ARE AVAILABLE ON AMAZON!

|

COMIC EXPERTISE PROVIDED VIA YOUTUBE BY LITERATURE DEVIL, JON DEL ARROZ,
& JACOB AIREY ’

GAMASD.COM LOGO USED WITH PERMISSION. ¢

AUTHOR'S NOTE:

THIS COMIC STORY IS NOT MEANT TO BE ABOUT ANYONE IN PARTICULAR AND IT IS A
PRODUCT OF MY IMAGINATION. BUT, FOR THE RECORD, GIVEN THE CONTENT, AND THE WORLD
WE LIVE IN TODAY, IF THE WORST HAPPENS, | DIDN'T KILL MYSELF.

I\ S
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STILL, I WAS PRETTY
HAPPY WHEN DAD
GOT HIS NEW JOB ...
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THANK YOU

g FOR READING!
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SOMETIMES THE IMPOSSIBLE

BECOMES THE INEVITABLE ...
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AROUND ATLANTA
SPOTLIGHT

WHILE | HAVE YOU HERE, J\
| WANTED TO SHARE SOME OF MY FAVORITE PLACES AROUND ATLANTA!

# e &

225 BAKER STREET WM, ATLANTA, GA 30313
Filled with aquati life of all sorts, the Georgia Aquarium holds over 11 million
allons of water and tons of nteresting animals. Both saltwater and freshwater
exhibits are available, and guests wil be able to see fish, amphibians, repiiles,
birds, mammals, and invertcbrates. On top of al this, there are opportunities—
including diving and other in-water experiences—to interact with pengins,
dolphins, sea lions, sharks, and more!

hitps:/ /s georgiaaquarium.org .

As a personal note hisis my fuvorteplace 1o ke all my outof-town friends when they come fo
visit. 1 especialy fove the dofpbin excibit!

e H2

ATIANTA, 64

Located close to downtown Atlanta, the Georgia Dome was the site of many
major sporting and entertainment events It was known primarily as the home of

the NFL’s Atanta Falcons football team. It also served as the main sie of the

1996 Olympic Games, hosted major musical acts, entertainment, and speakers
such as Billy Graham. Upon completion of the Mercedes-Benz Stadium in 2017,

the Georgia Dome was demolished.
‘hutps:/ /www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/sports-outdoor-
receation/georgia-dome

My busband actually ook e on a date ere while we were i collee. We got 1o see an SEC
game for fve as e worked as wolunter rovd sonitors. ' alvays romember it as a place where
1 bad foescortsome very energetc drank. pesple out o tei sats, ll while exchanging varions
glanas with my bushand who was assiged fo work.a diffrent secton futber p i the stands

il T really exjyed riding back.to the colkge and eting to bold bis hand on the way bome!
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

SIS DEDICATED 0 MY FABDLOUS DOKORS AND PLEDGERS ON SSUE #1'S XICKSTARTER. VEN THOUGH THE CAMPAIGN FLED O
LAINCH, A TRULY THANKTUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND | HOPE THAY DESPITE LMY UNCERTAN FUMBLINGS AND VARIOUS OTHER
'SHORTCOMINGS, | AN RECIPROCATE YOUR KINDNES, AND GOD WILLING, 1 L BEABLETO PROVE NYSEF A GOOD IVESTAENT N OUR
FUTORE ENTERTAIMENT CHOICE.

KICKSTARTER
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AND THAT WAS HOW I GOT
MY FIRST TASTE OF STARDOM.
ONE OF DAD'S SLPERVISORS
MADE ARRANGEMENTS FOR
ME TO PLAY THE NATIONAL
ANTHEM AT A FALCONS GAME.”
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THE FIRST IMPOSSIBLE THING |
ENCOUNTERED IN LIFE WAS MY FATHER.
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¥ WE MOVED 4 LOT BECAUSE OF MY DAP,
WS LAST ASSISKMENT WAS AT THE
osEws an AETER HE FINISHED HIS
CONTRACT, WE STAYED W ATLANTA.

¥ I SUST TURNED 12
wnen ar sEcame 4 cop.

/ﬂ ‘Iﬁ" 7 g -V |
¥

“sur 1 PONT
w70 oAy

cisHT NOW,
' NEz2 you 70
7 oW YouR
V1PEC GANES AN
G770 PRACTICNG)

warcw vour g
Lansuase, sow,

" Yol WANT
70 55 4 com

sou se7 70 AUT
 oowT wawr
wssze,

AR DO THE
40 16 £a5y; CREATING
BT RISHT MW, THE GO0, NOW.
T NEED YU 7O FRACTICE | THATS MUCH HARDER,
YOUR MUSIC. IF YOURE GomS ONE 0~ YOULL LE4RW
70 BE 4 COP LIKE ME, YOU NEED | HOW T2 FGHT/
SOMETHING THAT WLL BALANCE
T AL THE UL INESS
i BEAuTY.
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YOU MEAN SHE DION'T

HAVE TO DO THAT. OUR

LOYALTY TO SELENA IS
REQUIRED 70 BE
ABOVE REPROACH,

You DIoN'T
HAVE TO DO
THAT?

17’5 FULL OF FEAR
AND SHAME AND.
SADNESS.

A MAN WILL SWIM THE
WORLD'S OCEANS FOR A
WOMAN HE LOVES, BUT HE'LL DAWN.
HER A THOUSAND TIMES OVER
TO KEEP FROM BENG
DAMNED HIMSELF.

HE WANTS A WAY
our, T00...
KATHLEEN WASN'T
THE ONLY ONE WHO
WANTED A CHANCE
AT REDEMPTION.

BUT HE KILLED My
DAD! OF COURSE HE
SHOULD FEEL BAD
ABOUT THAT!
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SAVE THE GIRL!
T'LL GET THE KILLER.
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STOP IN THE
NAME OF THE

- DIZCHORD:
come bown
HERE/
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s NoT
ArrTiG EACH PERSON IS
o, BORN WITH A SONG
INSIDE THEIR SOUL.
ITEBBS AND FLOWS 1T CHANGES WITH YOUR
WITH YOUR LIFE, | THOUGHTS, YOUR FEELINGS,
YOUR WILL ... EVERY CHOICE
YOU MAKE AFFECTS THE
MELODY INSIDE OF YOU.

ALL THAT NOISE IN MY HEAD.
THE CLASHING AND THE CLANGING.
WHAT DID YOU DO TO ME?
IFEEL SICK.

MY GIFT 1S THAT | CAN
HEAR THE SONG INSIDE
EVERYONE. AND | CAN
MAKE YOU HEAR IT, 700,

THEN TELL ME HOW DO I KNOW HOW DO | KNOW YU
HOW DO I KNOW YOUR YOUR STEPFATHER. LEFT HOME WHEN YOU
FATHER LEFT YOU AND ABUSED YoU? WERE ONLY FIFTEEN?

YOUR MOTHER WHEN YOU

WERE ONLY EIGHT?
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ABOUT HUMAN
TRAFFICKING
[

HOW THEY CATCH & COERCE THEIR VICTIMS

https://humantraffickinghotline.org/en/human-
trafficking/recognizing-signs

BE CONCERNED IF a family member, friend, co-worker, or student:

1. Developes a relationship that seems t0o close with someone they know solely
on social media.

2. Gets offered a job opportunity that scems too good to be truc.
3. Gets recruited for an opportunity that requires them to move far away, but

their reeruiter or prospective employer avoids answering their questions or is
reluctant to provide detailed information about the job.

BE CONCERNED IF a would-be employer: .

1. Refuses to give workers a signed contract or asks them to sign a contract in a
language they can’t read.

2. Collects fees from a potential worker for the “opportunity” to work in a
particular job.

Remember:

Many victims fel pressured to stay and remain silent; they are scared, and often
threatened, not paid what is owed them, or told they owe money to their
employers, pimps, or managers, especially if they work in such places as a strip
club, illicit cantina, go-go bar, or illicit massage business.

Victims ofien do not have a passport, identifying documents, or a supportive
living situation. Some are in dangerous, overcrowded, or inhumane conditions
provided by an employer. Victims of all ages may be closcly monitored,
and they are kept from interacting with other people.

— o,
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“AND NOW SINGING THE NATIONAL ANTHEM IS HARMONY
WESTLAKE, THE DAUGHTER OF GEORGIA SENATOR
FRANCESCA WESTLAKE-HAILEY .

AND ACCOMPANYING HER IS STEPHEN
KIBWAA, A NATIVE SON OF ATLANTA. *

/ WO, THIS 1S AMAZING ... 1 DON-
THINK I'VE EVER FELT LIKE THl
| FEEL PEACEFUL AND CONFIDENT

AND LOVED.
\

AFTER THE SONG WAS OVER, | BOWED
TO AN APPLAUDING AUDIENCE.
1T WAS THE HAPPIEST MOMENT OF MY
LIFE. AND THEN IT HAPPENED
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THE DAY OF MY PERFORMANCE,
1WAS NERVOUS. AND DAD WAS, TOO.

WE AL
HAVE OUR
TROUBLES,

ou LooKIN
50 SCARED, DAD?

ONE PLAYING.

UsH, come
oW, DAD.
1L B8 FIRE.

rAY FOR ME,
THEN, PLEASE.

FOR THIE 1S THE

KINGDOM AND THE
FONER AND THE GLORY

"FOREVER AND EVER.

..LORD, BE WITH MY SON A

T0DAY, YOU KAVE BEEN
WITH ME ALL M LIE, AND.
I THANK YOU FOR GMNG.
MY SON TO M, AND FOR.
(OUR TIHE TOGETHER...

OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN,
WE COME BEFORE YOU
TAKE THIS CUP OF
SUFFERING FROM US.

1 DION'T KNOW Wiy, BUT HIS
"PRAYER WADE ME FEEL EVEN
MORE SCARED ..
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ANOTHER AUTHOR’S NOTE!

IF YOU ARE READING THIS ... AND YOU ARE FEELING SAD ...
PLEASE KNOW YOU ARE NOT ALONE.

| KNOW WHAT IT IS TO WALK IN DARKNESS.
| KNOW WHAT IT FEELS LIKE TO BE DESPERATELY LONELY.

AT

BUT 1 ALSO KNOW THE GOD WHO SANG OUT, "LET THERE BE LIGHT,”
AND | PRAY YOU WILL HOLD ON, KEEP GOING, >
AND REACH OUT FOR THAT LIGHT, §

YU MAY FEEL ALONE, BUT YOU ARE NOT.
EVEN IF IT'S JUST ME!

WHAT EITHER OF US COULD EVER IMAGINE.

L
PLEASE REACH OUT TO SOMEONE TODAY AND LET THEM KNOW .. 3
v —
ﬂ INJESUS’ NAME, | PRAY THIS BOOK WILL BLESS YOU IN WAYS BEYOND i

ALL THE BEST, /
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