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第一单元：象形字 第一单元：象形字

 

Unit 1: Pictographic Characters
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This unit takes you on a journey to

explore the origins of Chinese characters, focusing on the oldest and most intuitive pictographs. Pictographs directly depict the characteristics of objects through simplified graphics, vividly showcasing the wisdom of Chinese ancient people in observing nature. In this unit, you will learn 40 commonly used pictographic characters, understand their forms and meanings, and appreciate the cultural depth behind them, laying a solid foundation for further learning.

 

本单元带你探索汉字的起源，聚焦于最

古老、最直观的象形字。象形字通过简化的 图形直接描绘事物特征，生动展现了中国古 人观察自然的智慧。在本单元，你将学习40 个常用象形字，理解其字形与意义，并感受 汉字背后的文化内涵，为后续学习奠定坚实 基础。

日·月
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日 rì 日  日

日 日

 

n. 日  日

 

sun, daytime,  日  日

day

 

" 日 " consists of a circle with a dot in the center, resembling the shape of the sun. Therefore, " 日 " means "sun" and also refers to daytime or a full day, as in " 日班 " (rìbān, day shift) or " 生日 " (shēngrì, birthday). " 日 " can also be a part of Chinese characters, and characters related to the sun, like " 晾 "(liàng, airing), or time, like " 昨 "(zuó, yesterday), or light, like " 明 "(míng, bright) often contain " 日 ".

 

“日”的字形是一个圆圈中间加一点，就像太阳的形状。因此“日”的意 思就是太阳，也指白天或者一昼夜，如“日班”“生日”。“日”是汉字偏旁 部首之一，与太阳（如“晾”）、时间（“昨”）、光明（如“明”）等相关 的字均带有“日”字。
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月 yuè 月

月
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n. 月
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哈啰，汉字

 

moon, luna,  月

month

 

" 月 " resembles a crescent moon in the night sky, with two horizontal lines Hello, Hanzi                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          representing the moon's shadow on its surface. Therefore, "               月              " means moon,

which also means month, like "a month usually has 30 days." When forming a Chinese character, it appears in characters like " 脸 " (liǎn, face) and " 腿 " (tuǐ, leg), indicating a relation to body parts.

 

“月”像夜空中弯弯的月亮，中间两横代表月亮表面的阴影。因此“月” 的意思就是月亮，“月”也用于计算时间，表示月份，比如“一个月通常有 30 天”。作为偏旁时，它出现在“脸”“腿”等字中，表示与身体部位相关。 000

山·水
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山 shān                                                         山 山

 

n.                                                                    山

 

mountain, hill                                                           山

 

" 山 " depicts three peaks side by side, symbolizing mountains and embodying steadiness and resilience in Chinese culture." 山 " usually refers to a mountain or hill, such as " 泰 山 " (Tàishān, Mount Tai). When forming a Chinese character, it often appears in characters related to hills/mountains, like " 峰 " (fēng, peak) and " 峡 " (xiá, gorge).

 

“山”的字形中像三座并立的山峰，形象地展现了山的形态。在中国人看来， 山象征着稳重与坚韧。现代汉语中，“山”通常指自然界的山峰，如“泰山”。 作为偏旁时，它经常出现在“峰”“峡”等与山相关的字中。
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水 shuǐ                                                              水 水
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n.                                                            水
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哈啰，汉字

 

water, liquid                                                               水

 

" 水 " resembles flowing waves and retains a curved water shape, which means water. " Hello, Hanzi  水  " is also used to refer to all bodies of water such as rivers, lakes, and seas. 
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