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One of the classic Christmas passages is Luke 2:7: "And she [Mary] brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn." Many people (whether they be Christian or not) are at least somewhat familiar with those last ten words. What few are aware of, however, is the connection between the account of the Lord’s birth and His eventual, promised return. Just as there was “no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7), this present world is not the true, final dwelling place for those who have put their faith in Christ Jesus alone for salvation from God’s perfect justice. This fact is mentioned by various biblical authors:


	“For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come” (Hebrews 13:14).

	“Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul” (1 Peter 2:11; emphasis added).

	“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth” (Colossians 3:1-2).



Now, I believe the true meaning of Christmas can be summed up by the angel’s words to the shepherds on that historic night near Bethlehem:
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