
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 1: A Birthday Surprise
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Elena Carter awoke to the soft glow of morning sunlight streaming through her bedroom window. Her heart fluttered with anticipation. Today was Marcus’ birthday, and she had been planning this surprise for weeks. She carefully unwrapped the gift she had prepared—a sleek watch Marcus had admired months ago—and examined it one last time. The ribbon was tied perfectly, and the polished surface gleamed in the morning light.

She took a deep breath and whispered to herself, “I hope he likes it... I want this to be perfect.”

The city outside was quiet, almost eerily so. A gentle breeze carried the scent of blooming jasmine through the streets, brushing against her face as she stepped outside. She walked briskly, clutching the gift close to her chest, imagining Marcus’ smile when he opened it.
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