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Volume II: Delhi — The Majestic Architecture of Memory
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Minarets and mausoleums, gardens and galleries—this volume explores Delhi’s architectural grandeur from Sultanate to skyline.

Engr Dr Naila Hina guides us through the city’s evolving silhouette: from the Qutub Minar and Jama Masjid to the Lotus Temple and Aerocity.

With poetic insight and historical precision, she reveals how Delhi’s stones speak—etched in silk, inked in time.
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THAT’S A WISE AND ELEGANT decision — dividing your Delhi book into two volumes allows each theme to breathe fully and honors both the literary soul and the architectural body of the city.
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Delhi: Inked in Stone, Etched in Silk



[image: ]




Delhi’s heritage is both monumental and artisanal. Its forts and tombs are inked in stone, while its crafts—zari embroidery, silk weaving, and miniature painting—are etched in delicate textures. This duality makes Delhi a city of both grandeur and intimacy, where art and architecture converse across centuries.
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Delhi: A Journey from Historic Splendor to Modern Pulse
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No, there was no city called "Delhi" in 200 BCE, though the area was inhabited and part of ancient Indian kingdoms. The name "Delhi" first appeared much later, and the area is traditionally associated with the ancient city of Indraprastha from the epic Mahabharata.

Ancient times: The region where Delhi is now located was inhabited, but the city itself was known as Indraprastha in the ancient era.

––––––––
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MODERN NAME AND FOUNDING: The city we know as Delhi was established much later. According to a Delhi Museum inscription, the Tomar dynasty was established in the early 8th century and founded Delhi in 1052.

––––––––
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT: In 200 BCE, the area was part of the larger Indian subcontinent, likely within the Mauryan Empire or, more broadly, under the influence of kingdoms like the Indo-Greeks, who began their invasion around that time. 

––––––––
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ANANGPAL TOMAR FOUNDED Delhi in 1052. A VS 1383 inscription in Delhi Museum confirms the founding of Delhi by the Tomars.

––––––––
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HE ESTABLISHED THE Tomar Dynasty of Delhi in the early 8th century and built his capital at the Anangpur village in Haryana. The Anangpur Dam was built during his reign; the Surajkund during the reign of his son Surajpal

––––––––
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RAJPUT CHOUHANS RAJAS ruled this area before Muslims

––––––––
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AS I SAID INDIA WAS states ruled by different rajas and Muslims united it in one country.

Here in Pak, migrants name their homes and properties on things that we left in India, like we have cannuaght brothery n palace here  dehli sweets etc

––––––––
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THE RAJPUT CHAHAMANA (Chauhan) kings of Ajmer conquered Lal Kot in 1180 and renamed it Qila Rai Pithora. The Chauhan king Prithviraj III was defeated in 1192 by Muhammad Ghori in the Second Battle of Tarain, solidifying Muslim presence in northern India and shattering Rajput power in the Indo-Gangetic Plain.
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Jantar Mantar is a series of astronomical observation centers built in India by Maharaja Jai Singh II in the 18th century. The most famous Jantar Mantar is in Jaipur which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and houses the world's largest stone sunglasses. It is one of five observatories that were individually developed to obtain astronomical information.   
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Features of Jantar Mantra: 



[image: ]




Astronomical instruments: The Jantar Mantra has various astronomical instruments to observe the positions of the stars, sun, and planets and to calculate time and weather.  

––––––––
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RENOVATED BUILDINGS: The purpose of these observatories was to improve astronomical observations and it is still an attractive destination for tourists today. 

––––––––
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UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE Site: Jantar Mantar located in Jaipur was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2010. 

––––––––
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VARIOUS LOCATIONS: There are five Jantar Mantras in India which are located in Delhi, Jaipur, Ujjain, Mathura and Varanasi.  



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Key Jantar Mantras: 
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Jaipur: It is the largest and most famous Jantar Mantra, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

––––––––
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DELHI: IT IS ALSO A famous Jantar Mantra which was built by the Maharaja in 1724.  Ujjain: It was built in 1725 when the Maharaja was the governor of Ujjain and it was used for the observation of astronomical instruments.  

––––––––
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VARANASI: IT WAS BUILT by the Maharaja in 1737 and is still an important astronomical centre. 

––––––––
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MATHURA: IT WAS BUILT in the 18th century and also has many astronomical instruments.

––––––––
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جنتر منتر' ہندوستان میں تعمیر کیے گئے فلکیاتی مشاہداتی مراکز کا ایک سلسلہ ہے جو 18ویں صدی میں مہاراجہ جے سنگھ دوم نے تعمیر کروائے تھے. سب سے مشہور جنتر منتر جے پور میں ہے جو یونیسکو کا عالمی ثقافتی ورثہ ہے اور دنیا کی سب سے بڑی پتھر کی دھوپ گھڑی پر مشتمل ہے. یہ پانچ observatories میں سے ایک ہے جو انفرادی طور پر astronomical معلومات حاصل کرنے کے لیے تیار کیے گئے تھے.  

جنتر منتر کی خصوصیات:


	
فلکیاتی آلات: جنتر منتر میں ستارے، سورج اور سیاروں کی پوزیشن کا مشاہدہ کرنے اور وقت اور موسم کا حساب لگانے کے لیے مختلف astronomical آلات موجود ہیں. 

	
مرمت شدہ عمارتیں: ان observatories کا مقصد فلکیاتی مشاہدات کو بہتر بنانا تھا اور یہ آج بھی سیاحوں کے لیے ایک پرکشش مقام ہے. 

	
یونیسکو کا عالمی ثقافتی ورثہ: جے پور میں واقع جنتر منتر کو 2010 میں یونیسکو نے عالمی ثقافتی ورثہ کا درجہ دیا. 

	
مختلف مقامات: ہندوستان میں پانچ جنتر منتر ہیں جو دہلی، جے پور، اوجین، متھرا اور وارانسی میں موجود ہیں. 



اہم جنتر منتر:


	
جے پور: یہ سب سے بڑا اور سب سے مشہور جنتر منتر ہے، جو یونیسکو کا عالمی ثقافتی ورثہ ہے. 

	
دہلی: یہ بھی ایک مشہور جنتر منتر ہے جسے 1724 میں مہاراجہ نے تعمیر کروایا تھا. 

	
اوجین: یہ 1725 میں تعمیر کیا گیا تھا جب مہاراجہ اوجین کے گورنر تھے اور یہ فلکیاتی آلات کے مشاہدے کے لیے استعمال ہوتا تھا. 

	
وارانسی: یہ 1737 میں مہاراجہ نے تعمیر کروایا تھا اور یہ اب بھی ایک اہم astronomical مرکز ہے. 

	
متھرا: یہ 18ویں صدی میں تعمیر کیا گیا تھا اور اس میں بھی کئی فلکیاتی آلات موجود ہیں. 



CHANDRA: WE GOT ANOTHER fair in december in Banaras

] 

NK: Ganga?

––––––––
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DO YOU BURRY BURNED ashes in graveyard or flow it in ganga

Chandra: Flow in river

NK: OK. So murghats are used to burn only not bury

NK: Just wanted to clarify

NK: I saw murghats in hyderabad

Chandra: Cremation ground

––––––––
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CHANDRA: HINDU BELIEVE body is made from 5 elements

NK: Do you not disturb by noise of drilling around, as u seem to be a poet, unlike we engineers

Chandra: Air,water,fire,earth,soul

––––––––
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NK: FIRE WOOD EARTH air and water

––––––––
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NK: JI MITTI KA MADHU mitti ki amanat

––––––––
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CHANDRA: AFTER SOUL leave body 

We return everything to nature

NK: We do the same

Jahan ki mitti hoti wahin puhnchta admi

––––––––
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CHANDRA: JINNAT DON'T have earth elements

NK: Jinns have fire element

Chandra: Coz khuda made humans/insan from earth

––––––––
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NK: HAZRAT SOLOMON PBUH ruled jinns and humans n animals and nature

NK: U read israeliites more than me. U know more

––––––––
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CHANDRA: HE WAS SO Happy with creation that he asked anjels and jinn to do sajda

NK: Alexander married in sindh, princes Roxana / Rukhsana and had a son

So, we are also Greek blood

––––––––
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CHANDRA: JINN REFUSE so he throw them in another realm

––––––––
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NK: JINNS ARE ALSO both good and bad

Chandra: They can see us we can't

AM] NK: They're not in 3d

––––––––
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NK: EVEN EVERY HUMAN has a similar jin called humzaad

Chandra: But they can take forms

NK: And we are many others in parallel universe

NK: Many universes have lives and live forms

NK: Recently alien UFO s is seen here

––––––––
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CHANDRA: MULTIVERSE

Chandra: Heard about it

––––––––
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NK: WROTE TOO

Some thinkers believe pyramid are by aliens

NK: Martians

NK: Pyramids were door to. Mars

Mars has fire element, jinns are supposed to live there
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MODERN DELHI BLENDS timeless grandeur with cutting-edge elegance—from championship golf greens to avant-garde cultural hubs

––––––––
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BEAUTIFULLY SAID — that line deserves to open a full chapter. Let’s build on it with a poetic yet informative passage for your Delhi book:
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️ Modern Delhi: Where Grandeur Meets Innovation
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Modern Delhi blends timeless grandeur with cutting-edge elegance—from championship golf greens to avant-garde cultural hubs.

––––––––
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HERE, THE PAST IS NOT buried—it’s curated. The domes of Humayun’s Tomb cast shadows on glass towers, and Mughal gardens bloom beside metro lines.

––––––––
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	At the Delhi Golf Club, ancient ruins line the fairways, where global tournaments unfold on Lodhi greens redesigned for the future.

	
India Habitat Centre and Kiran Nadar Museum of Art host dialogues between tradition and abstraction, sculpture and silence.

	
Aerocity, with its luxury hotels and co-working spaces, pulses like a cosmopolitan heart near the airport’s edge.

	
Sunder Nursery, once a forgotten patch, now flourishes as a 90-acre heritage park—where ecology and Mughal geometry dance.



––––––––

[image: ]


IN DELHI, EVEN LEISURE is layered:


	
Bikaner House transforms from princely estate to cultural salon.

	
DLF Emporio and Select Citywalk offer curated indulgence, while Triveni Kala Sangam keeps the soul of classical arts alive.
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THIS IS A CITY THAT doesn’t just preserve history—it performs it anew, in every gallery, garden, and green.

––––––––
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WE FORMAT THIS AS A chapter opening, or expand it into a full essay with quotes, architectural references, and cultural commentary.

––––––––
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IT PAIRS BEAUTIFULLY with our Old Delhi section, creating a poetic contrast between bazaar and boulevard.
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“Purani Dilli: Where Time Wears Bangles”
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— no portrait of Delhi is complete without the soul of Purani Dilli, where every alley hums with history and every bazaar tells a tale.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Old Delhi: The City of Echoes and Essence
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“Dilli jo aik sheher tha alam mein be misaal...”

...aur Chandni Chowk us sheher ka dil tha.
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Chandni Chowk: The Moonlit Market

[image: ]





	Founded by Jahanara Begum, daughter of Shah Jahan, in the 17th century.

	Once a canal-lined boulevard reflecting moonlight—hence Chandni.

	Today, it’s a living museum of commerce, where:




	
Paranthe Wali Gali serves crispy, stuffed delights.

	
Dariba Kalan glitters with silver jewelry.

	
Khari Baoli perfumes the air with spices.

	
Ballimaran echoes with Ghalib’s verses.
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Palki Bazaar and Processional Grandeur
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	Named after the palanquins (palkis) once used by nobility and brides.

	A hub for bridal wear, ceremonial fabrics, and nostalgic finery.

	Evokes the days when processions of elephants, camels, and palkis passed through Delhi Gate and Red Fort.
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Jama Masjid and Surroundings
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	Commissioned by Shah Jahan, it remains India’s largest mosque.

	The steps of Jama Masjid lead to:




	
Urdu Bazaar: once the literary heart of Delhi.

	
Meena Bazaar: a royal market revived during festivals.
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Craft, Cuisine, and Culture
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Zari and zardozi artisans still work in hidden courtyards.

	
Street food—from kebabs to jalebis—offers a taste of timeless Delhi.

	
Rickshaws and palkis coexist with metro stations, bridging centuries.
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