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If this is your first, welcome to the ZamaShort series!

If not, welcome back!

What is ZamaShort?

From the publisher StoryTime that brought you the StoryTime Magazine, African Roar anthology series, and AfroSF anthology series, ZamaShort is a new digital imprint solely focused on the amazing powerhouse that is the short story. We will give each single short story its own publication so that it may have its own spotlight. To be read and savoured as a stand-alone publication.

ZamaShort is decidedly genre agnostic. We are keen to publish all stories that resonate with us no matter the genre, be it contemporary, satire, science fiction, africanfuturism, fantasy, etc.

ZamaShort will only publish original fiction that has never before been published and that we have edited to a final with the author.

ZamaShort works on a 50% revenue share with each author, so you can know that 50% (less distributor fees only) of what you have paid for this story will go to the author.

ZamaShort will be the exclusive publisher for each licenced story for a period of one year after publication, thereafter it will remain with us and available, but the author will be free to reprint it elsewhere and always retains all rights to their work.

All ZamaShort selections for editing and publication are made from submissions. We also have a strict no-genAI policy and accompanying blacklist.

To begin with ZamaShort will be publishing one story a month, this may increase in time depending on how things go.

As per the StoryTime mandate initialised in 2007, with the ZamaShort imprint we will continue to champion and add to the ever-growing canon of African literature excellence and diversity.

With all that said, welcome again, we hope that you will enjoy this short story and all the ones in the series!
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Dare Segun Falowo is a writer in the Nigerian Weird. Their work draws on cinema, indigenous cosmologies, pulp fiction & a lived surreality.

Their words have appeared in Fantasy & Science Fiction, The Dark, Baffling, Omenana, and more. In 2018, they were longlisted for the Miles Morland Scholarship for African Writing.

They have contributed to the essential anthologies of black speculative fiction: Dominion and Africa Risen. Their slipstream epic, ‘Convergence in Chorus Architecture’, was shortlisted for the Subjective Chaos Kind Of Awards and longlisted for the BSFA for Short Fiction. It was also translated into Italian by Zona42 (Convergenza nell’architettura del coro/Convergence in the Architecture of God), and Bengali by Joydhak Prakashan (Aagami Ratrir Upakhyant/Tales From The Other Night: Contemporary African Speculative Fiction).

Their work appears in The Valancourt Book of World Horror Stories, Vol. 2, and also in Horror Library 7 and the Were Tales Anthology, where they wrote as Baba Jide Low.

Their debut collection of stories, Caged Ocean Dub released in 2023, and is published in the US, the UK, and Nigeria. They currently live in Lagos, Nigeria.
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On ‘Sindi Fair’
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The folktale is the lifeblood of the fairytale.

Both are known as a realm of the uncanny and the weird, an avenue for a deep otherness and strangeness to flow through human stories and hold a mirror up to the truth of our spirit, the core of our hearts.

The indigenous folktale was passed down, tongue to tongue, to be told where children gather, used as a pedagogy of spirit and culture to archive ancestral experience, to open a lens of wonder and terror into their eyes.

Until something happened in Western time—the printing press was born, and the oral became textual. Books became the receptacle for the fluid, spoken form of folktale, and fairytales were born.

When the colonial hand entered Africa, a great erasure occurred. Indigenous traditions were destroyed forever by force and by new myths from the Bible. Our ancestral memory, woven into story, tucked in the crevices of our folktales, was blurred. What was erased we might never be able to fully know. Yet, even as most of our traditional art was carried away to be displayed in sterile museums, some things remained.

Words in mother tongues were translated, through the advent of education in English and its writing, into texts and small books. Those stories were made into forgotten television programs that tried to recall the old way of the folktale, recording child actors under big trees, listening to tales by moonlight. They entered the body of culture again, this time as symbols of what we once were, before the force of religion and the colonial folded our land and our lives into new, irreversible shapes.

We could feel the recognition, the poignant force and tickle in the recollected romps of ijapa, trickster tortoise, in tales of strange women who became deer and river, in stories of men who hung from trees and then became raging gods.
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