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Why This Book Exists

––––––––
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America has always argued about what it means to be American.

In 1754, Benjamin Franklin warned the colonies that if they did not unite, they would perish.

In 1863, Abraham Lincoln stood at Gettysburg and reminded the nation that democracy itself was at stake.

Today the arguments continue.

Some Americans look to the past for guidance.

Others believe the country must change direction.

This book uses simple illustrations to explore those differences.

Not to tell readers what to think.

But to help us see more clearly what divides us—and what might still hold us together.

About This Book

––––––––
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THE RINOS: How Lincoln Lost His Party — An Illustrated Guide explores the growing divide within modern American politics.

Through visual comparisons, historical reflections, and short essays, the book examines how the Republican Party has evolved from the party of Abraham Lincoln to the political movement that defines it today.

Rather than offering a single answer, the illustrations invite readers to reflect on how political identity changes over time—and what those changes mean for the American experiment.
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Preface
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Unless you have been living under a rock for the past decade, you are painfully aware that the Republican Party is no longer the Party of Lincoln.

The party founded in 1854 to oppose the expansion of slavery once stood for moral courage, constitutional responsibility, and the preservation of the Union. Abraham Lincoln believed leadership required both humility and strength, and that the survival of the republic depended on leaders who placed country above personal ambition.

Somewhere along the way, that tradition was lost.

You have to question the judgment of elected Republican officials who voluntarily gave up the iconic Abraham Lincoln for a President who has been impeached twice and been convicted of felonies thirty-four times. The 16th president of the country, also known as Honest Abe and the Great Emancipator, played a crucial role in establishing a genuinely democratic government, abolished slavery, modernized the economy, and led the country during the American Civil War.

To make matters worse, the Republicans in the House have bet the entire history of the Republican Party on one individual who demands that you be a MAGA Republican, an election denier, and claims all other Republicans who don't drink his Kool-Aid are RINOs (Republicans In Name Only.)

Famous RINOs include Ronald Reagan, Dwight Eisenhower, Richard Nixon, the George Bushes, Gerald Ford, Bob Dole, John McCain, Nelson Rockefeller, Dick and Liz Cheney, Barry Goldwater, Henry Kissinger, Collin Powell, Condoleezza Rice, and a host of others who have all been replaced by the views of Mike Johnson, the new Speaker of the House who is firmly implanted underneath Donald Trump's thumb.

I have intentionally left out the greatest RINO of them all, Teddy Roosevelt, who encouraged muck-raking over a hundred years ago.

There are, in the body politic, economic, and social, many grave evils, and there is an urgent necessity for the sternest war upon them. There should be relentless exposure of and attack upon every evil man, whether politician or person in business, and every evil practice, whether in politics, business, or social life. I hail as a benefactor every writer or speaker, every man who,

the platform, or in book, magazine, or newspaper, with merciless severity makes such attack, always provided that he, in his turn, remembers that the attack is of use only if it is truthful.
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Chapter One
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The Founding Fathers

––––––––
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The United States began as an experiment.

The founders created a system of government based on a simple but revolutionary idea: that political power should ultimately rest with the people. Democracy meant that citizens would choose their leaders through elections, and those leaders would govern under the rule of law rather than personal authority.

To prevent power from concentrating in the hands of one individual, the founders designed a system built on checks and balances. The executive, legislative, and judicial branches would restrain one another. Regular elections would allow the people to correct mistakes. And the Constitution would serve as the guiding document protecting individual rights and minority freedoms.

For more than two centuries, that system has proven remarkably durable.

The brilliance of the founders lay not only in the structure of government they created but also in their understanding of religious liberty. They believed faith should flourish freely, without being controlled by the state. Leaders such as James Madison and Thomas Jefferson argued strongly for the separation of church and state.
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