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“Hey, Kenzie.” I looked up to see David Blanco slide into the desk next to me.

I nodded. “Hey.” I went back to flipping through my Bible. Dr. Newbury was very nice, but his lessons were as dry as a stick. I had already been warned about Hebrews being a snooze fest, but no other Bible requirement was going to fit into my schedule this semester. However, as long as I came to class and did the extra commentary reading, I’d get an “A”.

“What a class to have at 7:40, huh?”

I lifted my large cup of mocha. “Already prepared.” I noticed he didn’t have any caffeine. I wasn’t about to offer to share. I wouldn’t want him to catch my girl cooties.

I regretted getting a better look at David. No guy had any business looking this good this early, let alone the guy who had bruised my heart three years ago. He had obviously just rolled out of bed to get here. Mussed dark hair, sleepy brown eyes that were framed by those girl-envy lashes, handsome face and athletic body—he had only gotten hotter since high school, even in holey jeans and a Henley.

“Did you have a good Christmas?”

“Yeah. It was nice. How about you?” Polite chitchat I could do. I wouldn’t bother reminding him that I had seen him at his house off and on over the holidays.

David, already having unpacked his worn Bible and notebook, dug out a pen. “Good. Um, listen; it was great seeing you New Year’s.”

“You, too.”

He scratched the back of his neck, not knowing what to do since my response wasn’t very effusive. Up until this past year, I probably would have shyly repeated his words back to him with a look of longing on my face, but I didn’t feel the need to, anymore. Confidence and indifference had been a long road, but I’d done it.

However, his twin sister was my best friend, and David and I were both decent people. I could be nice. I’d had so much practice since he dumped me back in high school, it shouldn’t take any effort.

But it did.

I knew that there was no use in being bitter. I needed to give credit where credit was due, so I smiled and sucked it up. “You and Stacy did a great job hosting the party for all of us. It was a blast.” That was true, even though it was probably really tame compared to most of the rest of the country. We had tons of food, sodas, games, and movies, but no alcohol whatsoever for our mostly-Christian group.
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