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Preface

	The Ogaden region is inhabited by Somalis and is geographically part of Ethiopia, but politically the region has yet to become part of Ethiopia. The region has never seen peace since the scramble for Africa in the nineteenth century, and as a result of wars and repression by the successive Ethiopian governments the inhabitants are constantly displaced. Over a million people fled to neighbouring countries during the 1970s and 1980s and are still leaving the region because of fear of prosecution. The insecurity, displacement and repression that persist in the region profoundly affected the lives and livelihood of the inhabitants in an extremely negative manner. Since the last Ethiopian occupation of the region after the Second World War the region has been in a war or warlike situation, and as a result normal life is unknown there, and instead, hunger, refugee crises and human rights abuses became the norms. 

	Despite the long suffering of the Somali people in the Ogaden region, the root cause of their ordeal was not dealt with nor did the victims receive due attention from the international community. Because of, among other things, lack of awareness about the plight of the inhabitants and misconception about the conflict, the international community has not intervened so far on behalf of the victims. Ethiopia’s voice has always been louder than that of the inhabitants of the Ogaden region and, as a result, it misrepresented the issue in the international forums, and the inhabitants have been unable to reach out to the wider world.

	The Somali people in the Ogaden deserve a better life in which they can decide their own destiny like all other peoples and those who care about justice are expected to support that goal in the name of humanity. The Somali people in that region have been striving to regain their freedom and their basic human rights, including the right to self-determination, but so far, they have been unable to remove the occupants from their land and free themselves. They see the ending of the occupation as the key to the alleviation of their suffering and are determined to pursue the liberation goal despite the odds against them. 

	The Ogaden issue is the cockpit of the Horn of Africa, and resolving that problem is the key to the resolutions of the conflicts and turmoil in the Horn—a resolution that will not only alleviate the suffering of the inhabitants of that region but will also make that part of the world a better place to live in. 

	Although I am an amateur historian (I am an economist and sociologist by profession), I have been observing the development of the region since the 1970s and have written a book and articles about this subject in the past. The work relies on historical data, recorded by local and international historians, colonial governments, and international organizations as well as eyewitness accounts.

	This book aims to contribute to the understanding of the problem and to draw to it the attention of those who could make a difference to the plight of the Somali people in the Ogaden. I recognize that this is a complex conflict and a simple book as this will have a limited influence on the present reality on the ground. Nevertheless, it is my hope that at least it will achieve its aim to shed light on some of the issues related to the conflict and thereby possibly contribute to the future resolution.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	
Introduction

	The land this book is about is known globally as the Ogaden. The exact date the territory was named Ogaden is not known, but it has been called by that name since the eighteenth century. Despite its worldwide use, the name Ogaden is not fully endorsed by all the inhabitants of the region as the name of their land. Some sections of the Somali inhabitants feel unease about the name Ogaden because the largest clan in the region is called Ogaadeen and this name mixing arouses a sense of exclusion, which is felt by the non-Ogaadeen clans in the region. To neutralize that feeling and safeguard the unity of the people some liberation movements, like the Western Somali Liberation Front (WSLF), changed the name of the region from Ogaden to Western Somali and others such as the Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF) kept using Ogaden as the name of the country to avoid confusion in the international arena. The successive Ethiopian regimes also used different names for the region such as Hararghe, Ogaden and the Somali State.

	The inhabitants of the region have yet to vote on a name of their own choosing for their land. The territory has been under occupation since the scramble for Africa, and for that reason, the people of the region were unable to choose a name for their land. It is to be hoped that it will not be long before they regain their sovereignty and can do that. In the meantime, in the book, we call the region both the Ogaden and Western Somali interchangeably or jointly. We use these two most popular names in the region for historical reasons as well as for inclusion considerations. 

	The Ogaden is situated in the Horn of Africa, and it has borders with Somalia, Djibouti, Kenya and Ethiopia, and is under the latter’s administration. The area of its land is estimated at 370 000–400 000 sq. km. A genuine census has never been taken, but the population is estimated at between 4 and 5 million and is ethnically Somali. It is a semi-arid land, and the main livelihoods are pastoralism and farming. Although the region is one of the poorest in Ethiopia it is rich in natural resources such as copper, gold, oil and natural gas.

	The territory was historically part of the Greater Somali Nation before the Somali Nation was divided into five parts by the colonial powers (Britain, Ethiopia, France and Italy); during the scramble for Africa and it was one of the four parts that came under British administration during the Second World War. The territory’s status changed from full independence and part of the Greater Somali Nation to under attack, to partly occupied and eventually to fully occupied. After the occupation it also changed hands several times as the competing powers of Britain, Italy and Ethiopia fought for its control. During the scramble for Africa, Ethiopia and Italy competed for the control of the Ogaden and fought over it during the 1930s. Likewise, Britain and Italy fought for control of the region during the Second World War. Finally, the territory was gradually handed to Ethiopia after the Second World War, and the transfer was completed in 1955 when Britain handed over the last part of the Ogaden (Haud and Reserve Area) to Ethiopia. 

	But the occupation was never accepted by the Somalis in general and in particular by those living in the Ogaden. The Somali people in the Ogaden remain defiant. They resisted the occupation, and the Ogaden has been one of the hot spots of the world since the scramble for the Horn of Africa. Sayyid Mohammed Abdille Hassan started his anti-colonial military campaign in the Ogaden in 1900. In the 1960s and 1970s, Ethiopia and Somalia fought two wars over the Ogaden and the superpowers (USA and USSR/Russia) were both involved in the conflict. Moreover, the successive Ethiopian governments have remained at war with the inhabitants of the region since Ethiopia’s occupation. 

	Despite the involvement of the big powers, the Ogaden conflict did not attract proper international attention and is one of the most misunderstood problems in the world. The misconception about that conflict is also the main reason for the lack of a resolution to it. Because of Ethiopia’s misrepresentation of the conflict, a cover-up by the imperialist powers, and the inhabitants’ inability to reach out to the wider world, the conflict is often erroneously seen as a dispute between Somalia and Ethiopia in international arenas, and the liberation fighters there described as aggressors or terrorists by Ethiopia and its allies. The imperialist European powers that helped Ethiopia to occupy and colonize the Ogaden covered up the tragedy and the superpowers (USA and USSR) who replaced them became the chief backers of the Ethiopian occupation policies afterwards. The superpowers not only supported the successive governments in Addis-Ababa in colonizing the Ogaden but also kept silent about the suffering, the unspeakable human rights violations and destruction that followed the occupation. Taking advantage of this support and the consequently favourable situation in which it found itself, Ethiopia pursued extremely oppressive policies towards the inhabitants and at the same time kept the international community in the dark about the plight of the people there by systematically misleading the world public opinion. The conflict in the Ogaden with its local, regional and international dimensions, negatively affected the Horn of Africa region, although the Ogaden inhabitants bore the brunt of the ensuing suffering and devastation. 

	The Somali people in the Ogaden, however, never gave up hope and remained defiant, despite the odds against them. They refused the subjugation and resisted the occupation with all possible means. The struggle for freedom and human dignity began as a reaction to the occupation and subsequent humiliations and gross violations of human rights. The struggle for the liberation of the Ogaden was mainly driven by two forces, namely the society’s dream to take its destiny into its own hands and the often harsh realities on the ground. Both forces affected the struggle directly and indirectly by interacting with one another and in turn influencing the struggle. The dream for self-determination has itself been guided mainly by nationalism, religion and – most important of all – the need to safeguard human rights. These pillars of the dream have been the main fuel for the struggle machine; that is, they provided the rationale for the liberation struggle. Although the dream was stronger at some times than at others, it never died because of the human rights violation factor.

	The struggle for the liberation of the Ogaden began as a resistance to the expansionist campaigns of the Christian kingdom of Abyssinia in the fourteenth century and that resistance was led by the Islamic emirate of Adal. After the partition of the Somali Nation, the Ogaden struggle became part of the wider Somali nationalist struggle against the colonialists until 1960 when Somalia became independent. Like the other two Somali lands still under colonial rule (Djibouti and NFD), the Somali people in the Ogaden continued their struggle on their own, but because of the Somali dream of Greater Somalia that struggle was very much aided and influenced by Somalia. During the 1980s the Somalis in the Ogaden lost connection with Somalia as the dream of Greater Somalia was coming to an end. Since then, the struggle has been going on independently inside and outside the Ogaden.

	In this book, we will investigate the historical development of the society’s struggle to regain its independence. The core of the investigation is how this freedom dream lived with different generations of the Somali society in the Ogaden during the occupation period, what prompted the formation of freedom fighters both armed and unarmed and how they performed. Taking armed conflicts, and political, social and human rights activism as indicators of the level of the struggle as well as the strength of the dream to live in freedom, the ups and downs of the struggle for self-determination will be examined using observation, eyewitness accounts and historical data. The history starts with the time when the people of the region largely lived in freedom in their homeland, except for some attacks on the western parts of the territory, and the different stages of the struggle will be highlighted. The history ends with the situation at the time of the writing of this book and outlines prospects for the resolution of the conflict.

	 

	 

	
1 The Adal Resistance to the Abyssinian Expansion

	The root causes of the conflict; the armed resistance; the fall of Harar and the collapse of Adal 

	1.1 The Root Causes of the Conflict

	The Somali-dominated Sultanate of Adal (Awdal in Somali) emerged in the fourteenth century, following the invasion of the Muslim emirate of Ifat and outlying Muslim areas by Abyssinia in the early 1320s. Ifat, which was ruled by the Walasma family, was occupied and its leader, Haqedin I, was murdered by the Christian kingdom of Abyssinia. Haqedin’s son Sabredin, who succeeded him led a resistance army, established an alliance with the neighbouring Somali principality of Adal and other Muslim emirates, and confronted the invading Amhara army. Although it put up fierce resistance the Muslim alliance was eventually defeated in 1332, and both Sabredin and the king of Adal were killed. 

	The resistance began by Sabredin continued under the leadership of his great-grandsons Haqedin II and his younger brother Se’adedin. Haqedin transferred his political centre from Ifat to Dakkar, a place near Harar, which was under Adal influence. Later the remnant of Ifat joined Adal and the Walasma princes became rulers of the new Adal sultanate.

	The Ogaden was part of Adal, which also encompassed Berbera and Zeila and most of today northern Somalia and some Danakil territories. The sultanate was a Muslim kingdom in outlook with a diverse ethnic background of Somalis, Hararis, Danakils and Arabs, but its population was predominantly of Somali origin. The Somali dominated sultanate was first based in Zeila but later moved to Harar, the capital city of the Ogaden at the time, and remained capital until its occupation in the nineteenth century except for a short period (1577–1643) in Awsa.

	On the other hand, Tigray and Amhara people were the predominant ethnic groups of the Christian kingdom of Abyssinia; however, the kingdom was ruled at the time by Amhara dynasty. The Amhara dynasty (also called the Solomonic dynasty), restored in 1270 by Emperor Yakunno Amlak, was different from the other dynasties that preceded it (Zagwe and Askum) in that it did not have a fixed capital. The Amhara kings moved from place to place, often within the central parts of the kingdom depending on the season and military campaign. Because of the decline of Askum and the northern trade routes following the shift of the dynasty from Tigray to Amhara, Zeila became the kingdom’s most important trade route. Territorial acquisition was one of the main aims of the Amhara dynasty and they wanted to expand the empire eastward and southward along the trade route to Aden. Christianity was their guideline and spreading and defending Christianity was their main goal. They proclaimed to be the champions of Christianity in the Horn of Africa and on that claim always sought European support. The Europeans often responded positively, both as private individuals and as governments, to the Abyssinians’ plea for help whenever they were defeated by Adal.

	Before the attack on Ifat, the Muslims and the Christians largely coexisted peacefully, and the Muslims had high respect for the Abyssinian kingdom because Nejashi, the Ethiopian king who reigned during the rise of Islam, gave refuge to some of the first followers (sahaba) of the Prophet Mohammed, who fled from the persecution of the Mecca pagans in 616. The daughter of the prophet Rakiya, her husband Othman bin Affan (third khalif), and Ja’far bin Abu Talib (cousin of the prophet) were among the 15 followers that fled to Abyssinia. It is reported that Prophet Mohammed advised these followers to go to Abyssinia and told them that: ‘In Abyssinia, there was a king in whose realm no one is wronged.’1 Islam came to Ethiopia first through these sahabas and Nejashi was among the first Ethiopians who accepted Islam, although he did not reveal his faith in public.

	The cause of hatred that led to the attack on Ifat and the subsequent invasion of Adal is a matter for debate. However, historians often mention two possible causes, namely the spread of Islam and trade. Islam was spreading peacefully at a high speed all over Ethiopia and the Christian kingdom felt a threat to its very existence because of this rapid spread of Islam. Abyssinia also wanted to control the trade route to the Gulf of Aden for commercial and religious reasons. Its traditional route through Eritrea became too long after the kingdom moved to Shoa and the trade route through Zeila became more important. ‘The rise of the “Solomonic dynasty”, and the resultant shift of the centre to southern Amhara and Shoa, gave a particular significance to the Zeila routes in which the Christian kings began to show an ever-increasing interest. Apparently motivated by these considerations, we see the first Solomonic king Yekunno-Amlak, interfering actively in the internal conflicts of the Mahzumite princes of the sultanate of Shoa as well as in the final showdown between the latter and the kingdom of Ifat.’2 The trade route was also the Islamization route because Islam spread mainly through the traders and its control would have served both purposes, and this was probably the main reason for the aggression. Faith expansion meant also land expansion and the two things were two sides of one coin for both the Christian and Muslim kingdoms.

	Whatever the reason, Abyssinia conquered several Muslim emirates – of which Ifat was the biggest – and also invaded Adal territories. Adal responded to the Abyssinian invasion by declaring jihad on it. As mentioned above, both systems of government were based on religious teachings, and religious thinking provided justification for the war. According to Islam, jihad (struggle) is obligatory for every Muslim whenever Muslim land is under attack. Adal rose to that responsibility of defending the Muslims and their land from the invading infidels. 

	For about six centuries Adal remained on the front line, defending itself from the Abyssinian invasions and periodical Oromo incursions. Moved by religious sentiments, the devastation left by the war and the brutality of the invaders, the inhabitants usually rallied behind their leaders and the rulers easily mobilized the population for jihad whenever attacked. Usually, the heavier the attack, the stronger the counterattack, and peaks of the resistance were often preceded by heavy attacks and vice versa. 

	The Abyssinian attacks were very intense in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries but ceased in the middle of the seventeenth century and did not come back until the last half of the nineteenth century when Menelik, in collaboration with some European powers, succeeded in eliminating Adal and occupied Harar.
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	Map 1-1: North-Eastern Africa — major medieval trade routes

	1.2 The Armed Resistance

	As we saw in the preceding section, the resistance that Adal undertook was imposed on it by the Christian kingdom under the leadership of the Amhara dynasty that was founded by Yekunno Amlak, who reigned from 1270 to 1285. The rulers of the sultanate not only defended the Somali regions under their sphere of influence, but they also contested the Abyssinian control over southern highlands by supporting the Muslim emirates there. The Abyssinian threat began in 1328 when its ruler Amda Seyon invaded Ifat and parts of Adal and captured Sultan Haqedin I of Ifat himself. His son Sabredin, who succeeded him, organized a Muslim coalition resistance, which included Adal and some other Muslim emirates. In the early stages, the coalition was successful and repulsed the Abyssinian invaders, but due to internal conflicts, the Muslim alliance was defeated by Amda Seyon in 1332. Seyon’s son Sayfa-Ar’ad, who succeeded him, followed his father’s hard-line policies toward the Muslims.

	During the reign of Sayfa-Ar’ad’s eldest son, Wurde Asfare (1372–82), a new development took place on the opposing Muslim side. What was left of Ifat joined Adal and Haqedin II, the grandson of Sabredin, became the new sultan of Adal. Soon after he took over the leadership of Adal, Haqedin reorganized the resistance forces, took- command and waged counter-offensive campaigns against the Abyssinians. He was killed in action in the end and his brother Se’adedin succeeded him. Se’adedin became a major challenger to Sayfa-Ar’ad’s second son, Dawit I (1382–1412). Adal was invaded by Dawit several times and although he met strong resistance and was defeated many times, he had the final victory. In 1403 Dawit led a series of campaigns into the very heart of the Harar plateau and repeatedly defeated Se’adedin, whom he pursued as far as Zeila, where the sultan was captured and killed. Se’adedin’s family fled to Yemen after his murder and stayed there some years.

	The second wave of attacks happened during the years 1414–1429 when the then Abyssinian leader, Yishaq, waged a series of wars on the Somalis in the Ogaden. In those attacks many innocent people were killed, their belongings looted, their properties destroyed, and mosques were turned into churches. Despite the humiliation, the suffering and the power vacuum after the killing of Se’adedin and the subsequent self-exile of the Royal Walasma family, this Abyssinian victory did not last long. After a few years in exile in Yemen, the ten sons of Se’adedin returned, revived the Walasma power in Adal and reorganized the resistance. They conducted offensive campaigns, and in a short period, they succeed in liberating the territories occupied by the Christian kingdom after the death of their father and killed both the Amhara kings of Tewodros and Yishaq in the fighting. They drove not only the enemy from the Adal territories, but pursued the Amhara army until they crossed their original border near the Awash River: 

	Sabredin (1409–18), Mansur (1418–25) Jemaldin (1425–32) and Badlay (1432–45) successively took over their father’s throne in Adal, and they all conducted energetic campaigns against the occupation forces of the Christian empire. It appears that they were increasingly successful in forcing the Christians to evacuate their settlements within Adali territory. The conflict had become so desperate that, in their hopeless attempts to hold on to the Adali territories acquired since Se’adedin’s death, both Tewodros (1412–13) and Yishaq (1413–30) seem to have lost their lives while fighting the Walasma princes. For a period of four years after Yishaq’s death, the political situation in the Christian empire was very chaotic, and Jemaldin (1425–32) took advantage of this to score a number of easy victories on the frontier. His brother Ahmed Badlay (1432–45) continued the successes of his brother.3

	Despite the defeat, the Abyssinian raids on Adal territories resumed after Zara Ya’qob (1434–68) took over the reign of power. The new ruler, whom Edward Ullendorf the British Ethiopianist, called ‘the greatest ruler Ethiopia had since Ezana’4, reformed the kingdom. Zara Ya’qob continued the attacks against the Muslims after he reorganized both the church and the state and united them. But the Adal sultanate was ready to defend itself. Sultan Badlay regrouped the Adal army and conducted a counter-offensive against the invading forces. He attacked the Abyssinians and regained some territory lost earlier to the invading army, but he was killed while in action: 

	Badlay led many raids, which were always successful and which created much havoc within the frontier provinces of the Christian empire. Finally, however, a renewed invasion of Dawaro by him was repulsed by the Christian army in 1445. Zara Ya’qob himself led the defences of Dawaro, Badlay was killed in action, and the Muslim army suffered considerable casualties.5

	Ya’qob boasted over the defeat of the Muslims and like his predecessor Yishaq, he mentioned in particular the Somalis and listed Mogadishu among the Somali principalities that he alleged to have supported Adal in the fighting. This claim indicates the dominant position of the Somalis within Adal. Although Ya’qob’s victory over Badlay relaxed the military pressure from Adal for about forty years, he could never recover the territories that had been acquired by Dawit, Tewodros and Yishaq in the Harar plateau, which was to remain completely outside the limits of the Christian kingdom until the end of the nineteenth century. However, he was able to maintain his power in the frontier provinces of Ifat, Dawaro and Bali, which has been in Christian hands since the fourteenth century.

	Ya’qob’s successor, Ba’eda Maryam (1468–78), followed his hardline approach against the Muslims, especially in Dawaro and Bali, until he began to suffer disastrous military reverses in his conflicts with the kingdom of Adal towards the end of his reign. The emergence of Amir Mahfuz in the 1480s as the new challenger of the highlanders, however, changed the balance of power in favour of the Muslims. Mahfuz, the Amir of Harar who became the chief of the Adal army, stepped up the frontier struggle and conducted counter-offensive campaigns against the Christian kingdom. Mahfuz often raided frontier regions, scored repeated successes, killed the Abyssinian king and destroyed the military and the economy of the Christian kingdom:

	Throughout the reigns of Eskender (1478–94) and Na’od (1494–1508), Mahfuz successfully attacked the frontier provinces. Large number of Christian military colonists were either killed or taken into slavery, and the Muslims always returned to Adal with huge spoils in slaves and cattle. The emperor, Na’od, himself died in 1508 while trying to defend the province of Ifat from one of the regular forays of Imam Mahfuz.6

	Alarmed by the revival of the Adal power, which was indicated by the successive military successes of Amir Mahfuz, the Amhara dynasty sought European help. The Ethiopian ruler, Na’od, was killed in 1508 in Ifat in a campaign against the Muslims when his son, Lebna Dengel, was only seven years old. The Queen Mother, Eleni, who became regent for the new young Crown Prince, sent an Armenian named Mateus to Portugal to ask for help for Ethiopia in resisting the Muslim pressure. ‘Mateus proceeded to Europe by way of India, had a series of misadventures, but finally reached the court of King Monoel I in Lisbon in 1514, where he was well received.’7

	In 1516 Amir Mahfuz, the governor of Harar led an expedition to confront the Abyssinians and eliminate their threat. But another threat came from the Portuguese who responded to the Ethiopian request for help and attacked Zeila. The Portuguese fleet under Lobe Soarez reached Zeila at a time when its garrison was fighting under Mahfuz in the highlands against the Abyssinians. Zeila was burnt and in a short period occupied by the Portuguese, and Mahfuz did not come back from that expedition.

	The attack on Zeila and the death of Amir Mahfuz were big blows to the Somali sultanate. Morale was very low, and the decentralized emirates disintegrated. It also led to conflicts between the amirs and the army chiefs. The result of all this was the assassination of the king of the Adal sultanate, Sultan Mohammed, the fall of the royal Walasma family, and the change of the seat of the sultanate from Zeila to Harar in 1520. On the mediation of Sultan Abubakr, the capital city was changed and a new leader by the name of Imam Ahmed Ibrahim Alghazi (Gragn: ‘left-handed’ in Amharic) was also elected.

	The new leader, who also held the position of Chief of Staff, reversed the balance of power in the Horn in favour of the Somalis within a short period. The man had both vision and vigour and the first thing he did was to change the old strategy of defence engagement to an offensive one. In the past, the army of the sultanate used to defend its territory, but under the new leader, the aim was not only to defend the Somalis but to liberate all the Muslim emirates under the Abyssinian rule and destroy the power base of the enemy.

	Imam Ahmed first attacked the Abyssinians in 1529, inflicted a heavy defeat on Dengel, but withdrew for an internal reorganization of his sultanate. Two years later he launched a major attack on the highlanders and by 1533 he liberated all the Muslim emirates. The liberated Muslim emirates included Bali, Sidama, Dawaro and Hadiya. The Imam’s army also occupied parts of Abyssinia to destroy its power base and deny them a chance to regroup. Lebna Dengel, the Abyssinian king, and his family were driven from their house and city and for some years they wandered about the country, hopeless, and suffered hunger and hardship of every kind.

	By then, Lebna Dengel realized that the Imam had become master of the Horn and that he could not resist him without outside help. When the Adal army reached the northern provinces of Tigray, Lebna Dengel made a desperate appeal to Europe for help in 1535 and offered in return to accept the jurisdiction of the Pope in Rome. Japermudez, a member of the Portuguese missionary, was sent to Europe. Dengel died as a result of the hardships he had suffered before help came and his son, Galawdewos, became king in his stead.

	Help from Portugal reached Abyssinia in 1541. Galawdewos welcomed the 400 well-armed Portuguese musketeers under Christovoa da Gama, who landed in Massawa on 10 February 1541. They brought great quantities of arms, including canons, gunpowder and other supplies, and were accompanied by nearly 150 craftsmen, gunsmiths and slaves. Under the leadership of Christovoa da Gama they attacked the Adal army. Da Gama was killed and over 200 of his men were either killed or captured in the first fight with Imam Ahmed. The remaining Portuguese fighters under Galawdewos met the Imam’s army at Woina-deg, near Tana Lake, and in that fierce fighting, the Imam was wounded by a Portuguese musketeer and died of his wounds.

	Amir Nur Bin Mujahid, a nephew of Imam Ahmed, took over the reign of the Somali-dominated Muslim sultanate after Imam Ahmed and the new Imam was soon able to unite the population of the sultanate. Meanwhile, Galawdewos, who feared the revival of the Adal, continued the attack on it to destroy its power base:

	Galawdewos who feared the revival of Adal’s power repeatedly ordered his armies to penetrate its territories, to burn its towns and villages and harass its pastoral population, with the aim of disrupting the economy of the sultanate and breaking its military power. Ironically, the resounding Ethiopian victories awakened among the different elements of the sultanate a reaction similar to that which had preceded their great irruption into Ethiopia.8

	To the disappointment of Galawdewos, Imam Nur fought vigorously and defeated the Abyssinians in 1559. He advanced towards Shoa and met the Abyssinian army under the command of Galawdewos. In the ensuing battle, the Abyssinians were defeated and Galawdewos was himself killed on Good Friday 1559. However, instead of following his success, Imam Nur immediately returned to Harar to drive the Oromos who were attacking the town. He surrounded the town of Harar with a wall, part of which still stands to this day, to defend it from the Oromos. Imam Nur, who lived until 1567, succeeded in defending the town from both the Oromos and the Ethiopians, but after his death, the sultanate’s power began to diminish because of internal differences.

	Othman, who succeeded Nur, agreed with the Oromo invaders a ceasefire and tried to gain their hearts by welcoming them into the city and civilization. But the noble and religious leaders did not accept this idea, and this was the cause of the rift between Othman on the one hand and Dalha and Gibril (two of his lieutenants) on the other hand. Othman’s successor Nassir Bin Mohamed put the house of the sultanate in order and continued the jihad against the invaders until he was killed in 1577 in fierce fighting with the Amhara fighters on the spring points of Webe Shebele River.

	The situation became exceedingly difficult for the Adal sultanate after the death of Imam Nassir, because of the unending attacks on and around the capital and its weak and unstable leadership. As a result, Mohamed Gassa, the new Imam, changed the capital temporarily in 1577 from Harar to Awsa, which was part of the sultanate:

	Following a period of confusion a member of Gragn’s family Muhammad b. Ibrahim Gassa, came to power and took the title of imam. By then the situation in and around Harar was so precarious that in 1577 the new imam transferred the seat of his government from Harar to the oasis of Awsa. This move proved to be fatal mistake. Awsa was too far removed from the centre of the sultanate to control its different provinces.9

	In the decades following the transfer to Awsa one imam followed another, the governors of Harar became autonomous, and Zeila left the sultanate and joined the Ottoman Empire, and some of the Somali tribes living in the vicinity of Harar ignored the authority of Awsa. 

	Amir Ali b. Dawut who took over the leadership of the Adal sultanate in 1643 brought back the seat of the kingdom to Harar. Despite the restoration of the capital, Adal did not succeed in regaining its control of the other provinces and continued to decline until it became a city-state. Further, its links with the other Somali sultanates on the coast were completely disrupted.

	Despite the decline of the Adal sultanate, the Ethiopian rulers anticipated the revival of Adal’s power and, because of a fear of a Somali invasion, Fasilidas (1632–67) chose Gondar in the North West as his capital. Due to the rise of the Oromo and the weakness of the Ethiopian power and internal conflicts within the Ethiopian regional kings, the Amhara attacks on the Somalis ceased from the mid-seventeenth century until the mid-nineteenth century, when Menelik II came to power in Shoa.

	The advance of the Oromo started in the latter part of the sixteenth century when they began to move northward. The fighting between Imam Ahmed and the Christian empire and the subsequent pull-out of the Amhara from the south and the central parts of the highlands paved the way for the migration of the Oromo. ‘Gragn’s invasion and the fighting which followed between the Christians and Muslims opened the way for the great migrations of the Oromo.’10

	The Oromo warriors defeated the Ethiopians and also attacked Harar. They settled between Harar and the Amhara area and mixed with the Amhara. The Oromos often mixed and intermarried with Amhara and other Christian groups, after they were Christianized. Instead of imposing a new system or an ideology of their own on the defeated Amharas, they largely adopted the Abyssinian system and culture, and began to identify themselves as Ethiopians:

	Oromo leaders became major element in regional politics, but it was rare for Oromo who were intermixed among the Amhara to act together politically as Oromos above the family and clan level. After they settled and became Christianized, they often intermarried with Amhara and other Semitic peoples, and became assimilated.11

	The Amhara kingdom got weaker after it moved its capital to Gondar, and especially during the so-called Era of the Princes (1769–1855). Before the wounds inflicted on it by Adal healed, the Oromo advanced towards its territory and defeated it. As a result of the defeat, it lost control over some of its provinces, paving the way for the formation of rival regional kingdoms, dominated by the Oromos, and eventfully lost Gondar to Yejju, an Oromo regional kingdom. The Yejju dynasty became a real power in Gondar from the last quarter of the eighteenth to the mid-nineteenth century, when Tewodros defeated it.

	1.3 The Fall of Harar and the Collapse of the Adal Sultanate

	After Ali bin Dawud returned the seat of the Adal sultanate to Harar in 1643 the rule of the sultanate was confined to the city of Harar and became in reality a city-state. Even though Adal was reduced to a city-state after its disintegration, Harar took its mantle and continued to function like the old sultanate. Furthermore, Harar was not only a seat of government, but it was also a commercial and religious centre:

	Moreover, Harar was the most important centre for Islamic learning in the Horn of Africa, and during the eighteenth century its caravan merchants became an important factor in the revival of Islam in southern Ethiopia. The development of trade in the Red Sea in the last decades of the seventeenth century probably affected the economy of Harar and contributed to some extent to its relative political stability.12 

	After the immigration of the Oromos at the end of the sixteenth century, the demography of the area around Harar began to change. The Oromo tribes began to settle in the vicinity of Harar and became cultivators. The majority of the Oromos gradually became Muslims, especially those settled around Harar, and towards the end of the seventeenth century they accepted the Amir of Harar as their nominal master; but although they gave up some aspects of their original and socio-political organization, they still preserved their tribal system and maintained an independent political hierarchy at the side of that of the Amir.

	On the other hand, some of the Somali territories that were part of the sultanate rebelled and gradually withdrew from the sultanate. Thus, the Somali influence began to decrease and that of the Oromos continued to increase because of the demographical change. Despite the increased influence of the Oromos and their acceptance of the leadership of the Amir of Harar, the Oromo pastoralists on the Harari plateau often raided Harari territories and caravans. The disregard of most of the former Somali Adal provinces for the authority of the Amir, the continuous attacks of the Oromos, and an internal power struggle within the dynasty further weakened the sultanate.

	The sultanate nonetheless, began to decline at the end of the eighteenth century. The economy of the town was no doubt affected by the stagnation of trade in the Red Sea basin, but it seems that Harar suffered even more from the internal strife in the ruling dynasty, from the unruliness of the Somali and from the continuous attacks of the Galla.13

	The attempt by Tewodros of the revival of the old Abyssinian Empire and the crowning of Johannes IV and Menelik II as Emperor on 12 January 1872 and as king of Shoa in 1878, respectively, alarmed the Harar sultanate. By 1866 Menelik, who did not hide his southward expansionist dreams, built up a strong army, took over Shoa and even captured some territories before he was officially crowned by the new Emperor of Abyssinia, Johannes IV, as king of Shoa on 26 March 1878. The two men agreed to Christianise the Muslim and pagan population of Ethiopia and both carried out Christianisation campaigns. The Muslim officials were given three months either to renounce their positions or their religion; pagan officials were to accept Christianity immediately. Menelik undertook mass conversions of Muslims and pagans in Shoa and Johannes made similar conversion efforts in Wollo.

	After he officially became king of Shoa, Menelik concentrated on his southward expansion. During the next ten years, he more than tripled Shoan and thereby Ethiopian territory in the south. The annexed territories included Gurage, Kestane, and Arsi. After these conquests, Menelik planned for the elimination of the sultanate of Harar and the sultanate anticipated his invasion. But this time the Egyptians were faster than the Abyssinians. As part of the southward expansionist policies of the new Khedive, Ismail Pasha, Egyptian forces moved inland in 1875, after having occupied the Red Sea Somali coast, and took over Harar. A few years later (1879), Khedive Ismail Pasha was deposed and replaced by a young and inexperienced successor, Khedive Tawfiq Pasha. An armed rebellion led by the Mahdi also broke out in Sudan and, because of the war in Sudan and the expansionist policies of the Khedive, Egypt was financially near bankruptcy and its army disaffected. Alarmed by the development in Egypt and concerned about its lifeline in India, Britain occupied Egypt in 1882.

	After the occupation of Egypt, Britain took over the northern Somali coastal towns under the Egyptian administration and encouraged Italy to take Assab and Massawa out of rivalry with France, and both Britain and Italy helped Menelik to take over Harar. Menelik made no secret of his intention to take the city and so informed King Umberto of Italy. Menelik systematically planned the takeover, and the European military and diplomatic backing enabled him to conquer the city. During the 1870s and 1880s the European powers – particularly Italy, Russia and France – provided Ethiopia with modern arms and other materials, which helped Menelik win over his rivals and later in the 1890s used against Italy itself. In his book The Betrayal of the Somalis, FitzGibbon wrote the following list of arms shipments to Abyssinia in the 1880s: 

	Records show that in one journey on 27 June 1885 the famous French trader, Savoure, sold to Abyssinia 30 000 cartridges, 600 000 percussion caps, 3000 muskets and 24 cannons. In the same year even distant Russia contributed by furnishing 50 000 rifles, 50 000 carbines, 5000 revolvers, 40 cannon, 5000 swords and ample ammunition. On 21 January 1886 the French arms dealer, Labatut, transhipped at Aden 2,230 rifles, 194,200 cartridges, 80 000 percussion caps followed, ten days later, by 360 rifles and 4000 cartritges.14

	He also mentioned in that book a similar report by a British official. On 27 November 1882 F. M Hunter, the First Assistant Resident, reported to the British Political Resident in Aden as follows:

	As soon as the port of Assab was opened the Italians began to pour arms through it in a steady flow into Shoa; the French did the same through their protectorate, first Obok and next at Tadjoura.15

	In addition to the huge inflows of arms from Europe, Menelik secured the backing of Britain for his invasion plan and that support was in particular very crucial to his occupation plan of and beyond Harar.

	Britain ordered the Egyptian army to leave the city in 1884 and threatened to stop wage payments to any official who might disobey. Amir Abdalla Mohammed was reinstalled as governor of the city after the Egyptian withdrawal but after the Amir took over the reign, Britain suddenly demanded that he return 18 rifles she claimed were stolen from her. Britain wanted to secure the borders of the Christian empire from the Muslims and the evacuation of the Egyptian army and the claim of the weapons were part of the plot. On 27 March 1886, an Italian commercial and scientific expedition started under Count Porro from Zeila for Harar and was ambushed and killed at Arto near Harar, and both the British and the Italians blamed the Amir of Harar for the massacre. On the pretext of that massacre, the Italians not only encouraged Menelik but also took part in the Abyssinian invasion of Harar, both militarily and politically.

	The withdrawal of the Egyptian forces was completed in May 1885, but Menelik invaded the sultanate only after he secured the backing of both Britain and Italy for the invasion in 1886. In January 1887, a joint Italo-Abyssinian force descended on Harar. However, despite the huge army, the Menelik-led alliance met strong resistance. After the last battle that took place at Chalenqu, in which the Amir’s army was defeated, the alliance finally occupied the city on 6 January 1887. The correspondences between Menelik and the British Consul in Aden show that Britain was not only happy about the takeover, but they also tolerated the ensuing atrocities committed by Abyssinians against the inhabitants of Harar and surrounding areas. (See Appendices 1and 2.)

	The fall of Harar meant the collapse of the Adal sultanate. As a city-state, it died when its only city was annexed, its Amir fled, and its grand mosque turned into a church. Upon taking over, Menelik declared boastfully: ‘This is not a Muslim country, as every one knows.’16 Harar was his final great conquest as king of Shoa but, as emperor since 1889, he continued his southward expansion further into the Ogaden.

	 

	 

	
2 The Partition of the Somali Nation

	Before the partition; the establishment of the European protectorates; the occupations of the Ogaden

	2.1 Before the Partition

	Before the partition, the Somali Nation was united by its common language, religion, culture and legal system, and its territory was also united. Despite these unifying factors, there was no political unity or common authority. In the mainland pastoralism was the dominant livelihood and the pastoral communities had no allegiance to any real power other than the loose authority of the clan leader. In the coastal areas, however, the situation was different, and even though there was no unified administration, there existed some form of local government. There were functioning sultanates in both Obbia and Majerten and, as we saw in the preceding chapter, the Adal sultanate in the northern coastal towns and Harar was replaced by Egyptian administration in the 1870s. Since the establishment of the Ajuran Sultanate in the 13th century, functioning administrations also existed in the coastal towns of the southern part.

	The Sultanate of Ajuran, which was based in southern Somalia and parts of the Ogaden, ruled a large part of the Horn of Africa from the 13th century to the 17th century. The Sultanate not only defended the Somali lands from the Portuguese and Oromo invaders but also built a large empire with a relatively modern economy. In addition to the expansion of trade, it introduced new agricultural and water resource management systems and invented hydraulic techniques that enabled it to increase the production scale of farming. It also used its own currency and introduced a taxation system to improve the functioning of its economy and increase the income of the sultanate. The Sultanate disintegrated in the late 17th century due to internal conflict. Remnants of the Ajuran Sultanate formed small local kingdoms after the collapse of the central administration and continued to rule most of the south, although the coastal part of Benadir became part of the Sultanate of Zanzibar afterwards. When the partition of the Somali lands began, the Sultan of Zanzibar exercised loose sovereignty over the principalities of Kismayo, Brava, Merca and Mogadishu: 

	Ethnic solidarity was reinforced by common socio-legal institutions and by a common language, the skilful use of which was at once a powerful weapon in Somali politics and the major Somali art-form. These unifying factors had not however generated any form of political unity, or indeed of political authority, above the level of the individual clan; and even clan-leaders were usually no more than respected dignitaries, not ‘chiefs ’ or rulers with effective institutional power. Only in the coastal ‘sultanates’ of Majerteyn and Hobyo (Obbia) was political authority rather more effective, probably supported by resources derived from the sea-borne trade.17

	2.2 The Establishment of the European Protectorates

	The foreign power intrusion into the Somali lands began in 1870 when Egypt hoisted its flag on the northern Somali coasts. ‘By 1866 Turkey had transferred the Red Sea ports of Suakin and Massawa to the government of Khedive Ismail, and the latter claimed that this new jurisdiction also embraced the Somali coast.’18 The Egyptian government took over Zeila, Berbera and Bulhar in the early 1870s. Having consolidated its control on most of the main ports on the Red Sea coast, it moved inland and occupied Harar in 1875. Britain and France initially opposed the Egyptian occupation and expansion, but because of other problems it faced elsewhere, Britain softened its position towards the Egyptian occupation of the Somali lands in 1875, and in 1877 it signed a convention with the Egyptian government recognizing Egyptian jurisdiction as far as Ras Hafun on the Indian Ocean. Meanwhile, Egypt faced huge political and economic problems by the end of the 1870s. Khedive Ismail Pasha was deposed and replaced by a young and inexperienced successor in 1879, and the country was near bankruptcy because of its expensive expansionist policies. Furthermore, its imperial adventures provoked a Sudanese Mahdist revolt that resulted in the collapse of Egyptian authority in northeast Africa. Taking advantage of Egypt’s imperial and economic failures, Britain occupied Egypt in 1882 to protect its lifeline to India as she claimed. 

	As a result of the British occupation, the Egyptians were forced to abandon their administrations on the Red Sea coast. Following the evacuation of the Egyptian garrisons from the Eritrean and Somali coasts, Britain encouraged Italy to take over the Eritrean coasts and preserved the northern Somali coasts for herself. The British took over the northern Somali coast opposite Aden (formerly administrated by Egypt) in 1884 and declared it a British protectorate, without defining the interior limits of the protectorate. Subsequently, the Italians occupied Eritrea in 1885. The British interest in the Somali lands was a secondary one and stemmed from the need to get provisions for its colony in Aden. Britain signed treaties with various Somali clans in 1884/5 and additional protocols in 1886, promising them protection (see Appendix 3). This protectorate became known as British Somaliland and remained under British rule until its independence day on 26 June 1960, except for a short period of Italian occupation in 1940. 

	In 1886, Britain also began to acquire the Somali regions of Jubbaland and Tannaland, which is the area around the Jubba River and the Tanna River. Britain gradually occupied the territory, and for the most part between the years 1895–1912, but it came under effective British administration for the first time in 1919. Britain ceded Jubbaland to Italy in 1925 and it became part of the former Italian Somaliland, but Tannaland, which came to be known as the Northern Frontier District (NFD), became part of Kenya. The local people in NFD were neither consulted when Britain occupied the region nor was their will respected when Kenya became independent. Despite repeated requests by the inhabitants to be reunified with Somalia, Britain handed over the territory to Kenya after its independence in 1963. Furthermore, the ‘District has been isolated from the rest of Kenya by laws passed in 1902 and in 1934 which restrict the movement of all persons entering or leaving the District, and is still in operation.’19 Not only the movement of the Somalis is restricted, but they are also treated like second-class citizens in their own region. 

	Italy became active in the Somali lands in 1885, when it began negotiations with the local rulers in the northeast as well as Zanzibar. Italian commercial and diplomatic agents also became active everywhere along the coast soon after. In the spring of 1889, Italy achieved its aim of bringing Obbia and Majerten under its protection after it signed protection agreements with the local rulers. In November of the same year, it declared a protectorate over the entire coast from Brava to the Majerten kingdom, though the ports were not actually transferred to Italy until 1893. Italy ended up with the largest share of the Somali coast and its protectorate, Italian Somaliland, was more enlarged by the incorporation of Kismayo and the rest of Jubbaland into its territory in 1925. The territory was occupied by Britain in 1941 and remained under British rule until 1950 when it became a trusteeship under the Italian administration. It became independent on 1 July 1960.

	France’s real involvement in the Horn of Africa started in 1862 when it signed a treaty with the chiefs of the Danakil tribes in which it bought the port of Obock on the Danakil coast. France paid 55,000 francs for the use of the port but exercised little sovereignty over it until 1881 when the Franco-Ethiopian company treaty was set up there. By 1883 Obock had three more French firms, a coaling station was set up and some French settlers arrived. The trading companies did not prosper, but the French were very keen to establish their base on the Red Sea. France needed a port to serve and protect its lifeline to the Indian Ocean and Indochina. Leonce Lagarde, who was appointed governor of the colony in 1887, took charge of the colony with vigour. After the Egyptian withdrawal, France occupied Tadjoura just as the British were preparing to move into it and signed treaties with local chiefs in the regions of Ambabo and Djibouti, pre-empting British efforts to extend their control beyond Zeila. An Anglo-French boundary was agreed in 1888. The governor persuaded the French government to build Obock as a military, and trading centre, but geographically Obock was poorly suited for this role. Lagarde realized this when he abandoned Obock in 1892 in favour of Djibouti, which the French had acquired in 1888. Djibouti grew rapidly and became the capital of French Somaliland. The territory became independent on 27 June 1977 as the Republic of Djibouti.

	2.3 Occupations of the Ogaden

	2.3.1 The First Ethiopian Occupation of the Ogaden 

	After the death of Emperor Johannes IV on 10 March 1889 at the battle of Matemma (against the Mahdist forces), Menelik acceded to the Ethiopian throne and assumed the title of King of Kings. After having consolidated his rule all over the country, Menelik turned his attention to the issue of land expansion. The new emperor’s primary goals were to contain the advances of the Europeans and expand his empire, and exploitation of the Europeans was the means to achieve these goals. Menelik developed skills in diplomacy and exploited the competing European powers’ willingness to provide him military aid and diplomatic support. He played the game well and all the imperial powers helped him achieve his goals in one way or another. The Italo-Ethiopian relationships in the last three decades of the nineteenth century best illustrate this point.

	The military alliance between the Kingdom of Shoa and Italy in conquering Harar resulted in the formal alliance treaty of 20 October 1887, under which Italy provided large consignments of armies to Shoa. In 1890 Italy sponsored Ethiopian admission into the Brussels General Act, which permitted Ethiopia as a Christian state to import arms on an unrestricted scale. Ethiopia benefited enormously both militarily and diplomatically from the membership of the European club. Because of the military and diplomatic assistance Italy gave to Ethiopia, the relationship between the two countries was good. However, their relations became strained when the discrepancy between the two versions of the 1889 Wichale Treaty became apparent. Italy attempted to entice Ethiopia into colonial status by the Treaty of Wichale. The Amharic text of this treaty, which Menelik signed, gave Ethiopia the option of using Italian good offices in the conduct of its foreign affairs; the Italian text, which Menelik did not sign, made Ethiopia an Italian protectorate. The discrepancy between the two versions was the root of the conflict that led to the Italo-Ethiopian war in which the Italians were ultimately defeated at Adowa in 1896. In the subsequent peace treaty in Addis Ababa in 1896, Italy abandoned all the pretence of a protectorate over Ethiopia in return for Menelik’s recognition of the Italian retention of Eritrea. 

	Menelik played all his cards with skill and held control of the game. Despite the victory over Italy and the smart way he played the game, Menelik’s contribution to the Ethiopian successes is often exaggerated by historians. Although the rival European powers’ dealings with Ethiopia were not the same all the time, it seems that there was a consensus among the European powers on the independence of the Christian kingdom and its defence from the Muslims. They all supported Ethiopia directly or indirectly against its Muslim opponent, gave military and political support and all of them opposed Italy in its attempt of turning Ethiopia into an Italian protectorate, by the Treaty of Wichale. For example, France, which always maintained close relations with Addis Ababa, ignored the Wichale treaty and facilitated a massive duty-free import of arms for Ethiopia through Djibouti. Two French officers also accompanied Menelik’s army during the Italo-Ethiopian war. Although Britain recognized the Italian version of the Wichale treaty, its help to Ethiopia was enormous. Britain helped Menelik conquer Harar and the whole of the Ogaden. Likewise, Russia not only opposed the Wichale treaty but supported Ethiopia both militarily and diplomatically.
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