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Chapter 1 - Introduction
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The old testament in the bible can be a very hard book to read. There is a great deal of information about genealogies, animal sacrifices, dietary laws, and the very detailed plans for the tabernacle. Reading all this can be very challenging and for this reason many people neglect this all important part of the bible.

We must remember that Jesus often quoted from the bible. But the new testament had not been written while he was still alive on the earth. It was only written by the apostles well after Jesus died on the cross, was resurrected, and ascended into heaven. So the old testament was Jesus’ bible.

The Apostle Paul was referring to both testament when he made the following statement in 2Ti 3:16.


2Ti 3:16  Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness, 



The old testament is an absolute gold mine for information. So whoever neglects to study it is missing out on some of the greatest knowledge available to them about the plan God has for his creation.

This book of ancient words actually anticipates God’s plan for rescuing humanity. The entire old testament points to the person of Jesus Christ and his coming as the Messiah. This was something that the Pharisees simply did not understand, even though they knew the old testament backwards. They were expecting a conquering king to come at the time Jesus was here, but not a suffering servant as our Lord was the first time he came to the earth. Jesus rebuked these Pharisees for not understanding this when he declared the following to them in Joh 5:39.


Joh 5:39  “You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and these are they which testify about me. 



In this book, I will now focus on some of the text in the old testament that anticipates the coming of our Lord in a way that is rarely comprehended even today. As this story unfolds, I hope you will appreciate the incredible value in studying both the old and the new testaments.
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Chapter 2 - What time of the day was Jesus Crucified
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Jesus Christ died on the cross on a day and at an hour that does not appear to coincide with any holy day, or any other time of significance. Since this is one of the most important times in the history of the world, there must be something very meaningful about why Jesus died at that particular time in history. The truth of this matter may be new to you, and may also surprise you.

The first thing I would like to say on this matter is this. Almighty God had all of eternity to plan what was going to happen here on His earth. He created Adam and Eve to start humanity. He caused the great flood to erase most of humanity after their sins became so great. Through His power, He has made kings and brought down kingdoms. God has constantly displayed His power and control over His entire universe, not just the earth. 

With this incredible power and control, He planned everything down to the smallest detail. Therefore, we can be 100% certain that Jesus Christ was born at exactly the correct time. He ate the Passover meal at precisely the correct time. He suffered and died on the cross, and rose from the dead at exactly the correct time. There is nothing in all of creation that is not under His feet, as we see in Eph 1:22.


Eph 1:22  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church.



Now, with those thoughts in mind, let me ask you these 2 questions. Did Jesus Christ keep the Passover meal at the correct time, and did he also die on the cross at precisely the correct time? The times that he and his heavenly father had planned from all eternity past. Or did he somehow get the times mixed up?

I believe that anyone who has faith in our Lord Jesus Christ will agree he made no mistakes. His timing all throughout all time has been perfect. Therefore, he kept the Passover meal at the correct time. He also died on the cross at the correct time. All we need to do is to trust Him and to follow his perfect example and we cannot go wrong.

The death of our Lord on this Roman cross is one of the greatest moments in all of history. Therefore, there must be a lesson we can learn from this about why such a historic and world-changing event would happen on that day, and at that very hour of the day. At about 3pm on the 14th of Nisan.

I will repeat what I said earlier, all this was according to God’s the eternal plan. This was not an accident, or a change in plans, or Christ making a monumental mistake. 

It is also very interesting to note. The day and the time of the day of Jesus Christ died on the cross does not appear to coincide with any holy day or any other special event. Or does it??

So, finding the significance of that day and hour, we must look into God’s holy scriptures. Let us delve into that all important old testament for the first part of the answer in Exo 12:40-42. From the AFV version of the bible.


Exo 12:40  Now the sojourning of the children of Israel in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years, 

Exo 12:41  And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, it was even on that very same day, all the armies of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. 

Exo 12:42  It is a night to be much observed to the LORD for bringing them out from the land of Egypt. This is that night of the LORD to be observed by all the children of Israel in their generations. 



The Israelites had fulfilled all the requirements for the Passover on the 14th day of Nisan. Their last action on this day was to travel to Rameses to be ready to depart Egypt the following night. The following verses reaffirm the Israelites left Egypt from Rameses on the 15th day of Nisan. This is important to remember that they left at night. After sundown, and at the very start of the 15th of Nisan as we see in Num 33:3 and also Deu 16:1.


Num 33:3  The Israelites set out from Rameses on the fifteenth day of the first month, the day after the Passover. They marched out defiantly in full view of all the Egyptians, 

Deu 16:1  Observe the month of Aviv and celebrate the Passover of the LORD your God, because in the month of Aviv he brought you out of Egypt by night. 
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