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To my precious daughter, Jenaya.

You saw the promise in this book before it was ever complete, and your encouragement breathed new life into its expansion. May you forever be strengthened in the Lord, carrying His light boldly into your generation.

I pray that your vision for Set Apart Ministries will come to full fruition, impacting and igniting the hearts of young people like yourself. May it be a beacon for young hearts, a refuge for those set apart for His glory. 

May you always remember as well that you are a living testimony of God’s faithfulness, and through you, countless others will find their way to Him. I pray that you will never shy away from your calling but will always be a bright and shining example of God’s grace and truth. 

May your heart remain tender, your hands ever ready for His work, and your steps guided by His Word. You are set apart, not just for today, but for a future of Kingdom impact that will ripple through generations to come.

With all my love,

Mummy
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“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”

— Ephesians 6:12

​

Text Extract

1 Samuel 1: 1-2, 6-7, 10-17 

taken from New King James Version

1 Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim Zophim, of the mountains of Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2 And he had two wives: the name of one was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.

6 And her rival also provoked her severely, to make her miserable, because the Lord had closed her womb. 7 So it was, year by year, when she went up to the house of the Lord, that she provoked her; therefore she wept and did not eat.

10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish. 11 Then she made a vow and said, “O Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head.”

12 And it happened, as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli watched her mouth. 13 Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 14 So Eli said to her, “How long will you be drunk? Put your wine away from you!”

15 But Hannah answered and said, “No, my lord, I am a woman of sorrowful spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor intoxicating drink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord. 16 Do not consider your maidservant a wicked woman, for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief I have spoken until now.”

17 Then Eli answered and said, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition which you have asked of Him.”
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THEY SAY THE BATTLEFIELD is where warriors are made — where grit, purpose, and desperation collide. But not every battle is fought with swords. Some happen in silence, in prayer, in the aching wait for breakthrough. Hannah wasn’t on a physical battlefield, yet she waged war every day — against barrenness, shame, and the sting of unanswered prayers. She wasn't just a biblical character that made an appearance in the book of Samuel. She was a real person, just like you and me! Her weapon wasn’t a blade, but a broken heart and unwavering faith. Just like her, many of us fight battles others can’t see — in waiting rooms, in whispered prayers, in tears cried behind closed doors. But sometimes, it’s in those invisible wars that God births the greatest victories.

To explore Hannah's story, it is imperative that we look to the Old Testament book of Samuel. Samuel was a prophet, and an honest and fair judge who had been known for exhorting Israel to turn away from idolatry. He was a man who loved God and obeyed Him without question. He had grown up in the ways of the Lord and lived for God, perhaps as a consequence of how he was brought up. If we're ever looking for a human example to give life to the scripture that reads that we should train up a child in the way that he should go so that when he is old, he should not depart from it (Proverbs 22:6), Samuel would be it! From the moment he had been weaned, Samuel’s mother, Hannah, would have given him to the Lord to be brought up by Eli, the priest, as she had promised... as she had promised... but what had been the nature of Hannah’s promise? From where did this promise originate?

To find such an answer, it is imperative that we look back at the narrative of 1 Samuel 1 (see text extract). Dive with me into the context of the story in Chapter One!
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Chapter One
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Hannah's World

Before there was a vow, before there were tears in the temple, before Samuel was ever conceived—there was a woman living in the quiet ache of waiting. Her name was Hannah. She lived in the hill country of Ephraim, and was married to a man named Elkanah, a man from a Levitical lineage with roots tracing back through Zuph, Tohu, Elihu, and Jeroham (1 Samuel 1:1). Elkanah was a man of worship, a man who traveled faithfully each year to Shiloh to offer sacrifices unto the Lord. He honored the spiritual traditions of Israel, but his household reflected the complexities of a broken system. 

Elkanah had two wives: Hannah and Peninnah. You see, this could have been possible because in ancient Israel, polygamy was a culturally accepted, though not divinely ideal, practice. Often, it was driven by the desire for offspring—particularly male heirs to carry on a family name and inheritance. Peninnah had children; Hannah had none. The text tells us plainly: “Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children” (1 Samuel 1:2, NKJV). It is here in that one sentence; the tension is introduced to the narrative.

To explicitly understand Hannah's circumstance, we must acknowledge that back in those days, in the eyes of culture, to be childless was to be cursed. A woman’s identity and value were often tied to her ability to produce sons. So, while Elkanah loved Hannah, and even gave her a double portion during their yearly pilgrimage to Shiloh (v.5), it did not silence the whispers or the social shame that surrounded her barrenness.
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