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Not everyone likes fishing, in fact a goodly number of people I know stare at me disapprovingly if I even mention the fact that I’m going fishing. This is why I tend to congregate more with other people who are just as crazy on fishing as I am. 

I still remember the very first day I placed my hand on a fishing rod. It was early in the morning, very misty, and if I remember correctly, very chilly. I was also sleepy beyond measure. 

The only thing keeping me in place was the respect and admiration I had for my grandfather. He was a magical person with a deep belly laugh, twinkling eyes, and a ready sympathy whenever I got into trouble – which was often. 

As I said, Granddad was the reason I was standing around at five o’clock in the morning waiting to go fishing, a hereto unknown and undreamed of pleasure. Up until that moment, the only thing I knew about fish was that I was forced to eat it sometimes.  

So there I was at five in the morning, barely awake, definitely cold, but also with a growing excitement inside me. This was most definitely an adventure and one that I knew I was privileged to take part in. 

Going on this most sacred of trips meant that Granddad thought I was old enough to do so, which was a balm indeed to my sorely tried eight-year-old heart. And that was when it happened, when the magic of the moment began, a magic which lasts even to this day. 

We walked up the pier, my Granddad and I, and the mists slowly parted for us, allowing my first glimpse of the lake in the predawn light. 

A gentle slap-slapping greeted my ears and eagerly I ran down the wooden pier to gaze over the side at the most glorious sight ever to behold mankind – or rather my eight-year-old self. 

The lake stretching out before me from horizon to horizon, such a deep sparkling blue that it captured my breath away. But the most awe inspiring sight was not any of these things. 

It was the sight of the small dinghy bobbing gently with the small waves, tied up alongside the pier. The few steps needed to get down to the boat were magical ones indeed, and never was there a more exciting moment in my life than when I solemnly grabbed Granddad’s hand and all but pulled him down those steps! 

I was finally fully awake on that chilly morning at five a.m. Even the chill in bones had fled in the joy of the moment and I was now ready, willing and able to face a day of fishing.  

This was it, the moment was upon me, and even as I processed every single moment of it from the time we pulled out to the middle of the lake, to the time we came back in the evening hungry, exhausted and happy, the magic of the day just washed over me and bathed me in its rays. 

In fact, such was the power of the day that it seemed almost anti-climactic when we managed to catch the biggest fish ever to be seen (a mere five-pounder, but to me it was thee size of a whale and wriggling away for all it was worth). 

Being the fisherman at heart that I was though, even at age eight, I knew that this was for me. I had finally found my place in life, and nothing anyone ever said to me on that score managed to change my mind. And for that I have my Granddad to thank. 
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Fishing rule #1: The least experienced fisherman always catches the biggest fish!

Fishing, for me, is an art form and although I like to use all the little gadgets and things that have literally proliferated the fishing industry over the past few years, I still prefer to catch my fish the old fashioned way most of the time. 

Of course, this could have something to do with the fact that I have had my day and caught myself a few big ones, but I prefer to believe that finally after all of these years of fishing, I have gone back to the art of fishing the way my Granddad taught me. 

Whatever the truth may be, and however you view it, there is no denying that you are reading this book because you’re interested in fishing, and more particularly, bass fishing. 

Being the avid, or wannabe, fisherman that you are, it is probably safe to assume on my part that you are, or you very shortly will be, loaded down with all the latest in gadgets known to mankind which can conceivably be of help to you in fishing! 

There’s really no use in denying such allegations – I should know all about it since I myself have a garage, basement and cupboard full of fishing gear which I have bought through the ages, and with which I am loath to part company.  

That being said, you might be wondering whether or not you want to proceed through this book. Well, to begin with let me state that I am no fancy writer, I am first and foremost a fisherman at heart and will remain so I suspect till the rest of my dying days. This means that when I talk fish, I can generally be counted on to know what I’m talking about. 

Then, is this book meant for pros or for amateurs? Pondering that question I have to say that I have aimed this book primarily at novices to the world of fishing, because as I recently found out, not all books dedicated to the subject of fishing are directed at the beginning fisherman. 

However, even if you’re a pro at the bass fishing game, you might find a few things in here that even you were unaware of about your favorite pastime, and which might help you, or you might just find that it can help you to get back to the basics of fishing. 

To that end I have included in this book a variety of bits and pieces of information about the subject of bass fishing. These, I intend to be a sort of a guide to everything bass fishing. 

If there is something lacking, then I apologize in advance because I am too only human and might have let slip a few things from my mind with the passing of the years. 

These things, I am assured from my own fishing experiences, you will learn and pick up in no time whatsoever when you begin your bass fishing adventures and put in some quality time in the water. 

I would also like to say that if you are completely new to the bass fishing game, you might find things to be slightly confusing (substitute “very confusing” here!) in terms of the various different expressions and language you might hear from time to time.  

But I hope that you will persevere and find out for yourself what a joy fishing can be, and that everything else, is just words. 
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A side note
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I would just like to say before we proceed any further that bass fishing has come a long way since its beginnings. This not only means new lures, boats, and gadgets and things, but it also means that a significant change has come over the way that we look at the sport.

In other words, bass fishing is no longer a men-only game. Women can also join in and many have excelled themselves in the game of fishing time after time. 

Admittedly it has taken some time for this to happen, but it is a fact now, and you will find that there are even such things as feminine fishing jackets available for the fisherwoman who wants to be “practical yet feminine”! 

Not only that, you will find that bass fishing has become one of the more favored hobbies and past times of many families with everyone from mom and dad, to the kids joining in on the action. 

This has made bass fishing even more popular and you will now find fun- filled family bass fishing packages available as well, for those families who are only just starting out on their bass fishing journey. 

Bass fishing is also a great way to pas the time of day with your friends, fishing for relaxation rather than for sport. 

If it’s sport you like however, you will also be able to find more than your fair share of bass fishing sporting events happening throughout the bassin’ season, and if you have the ability to do so and the equipment to make competing a reality then you might just find yourself the grand prize winner in a bass fishing tournament. 

In deference to the many different fisher-persons who are even now out on the lake, on the shoreline, or in the middle of catching the Big One, I need to say that throughout this book I refer to the fisher-person as “fisherman”. 

This is done simply for the reason that it is easier to get your tongue around it since it is term that we are more familiar with, as well as having a nice and easy ring to it. However, I mean nothing by this. When I say fisherman, I encompass all types of fisher-persons from fishermen to fisherwomen to fisher-kids. 

As you can see, the more gender neutral fisher-person is slightly cumbersome to say, and it can become tedious having to always read the words “...fisherman and fisherwoman [everywhere]...” in a sentence, so I hope you will forgive my use of it throughout the book and understand that I use it merely as a literary tool and not as a statement of any kind.
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Before you begin


[image: ]




Before you begin your fishing journey in earnest, I felt it my duty to give to you such bits of sage advice and information as I felt would help you in your endeavors. 

However, having gone through the various odds and ends which I have stored up in my mind throughout the years, I have found only a very few things of true interest to the fisherman before he (or she) begins fishing. 

The first things is, unless you’ve done some type of fishing before, or are familiar with boats and things, then don’t spend all your hard earned cash on a boat immediately you begin your fishing experience. Wait a little, bide your time and decide whether or not you want to have a boat to begin with. I have gone more in-depth into this topic in the originally entitled section "Getting your own boat...or not”. 
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