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Football Wonderkids: Lautaro Martínez

Leading with Passion, Scoring with Purpose

Copyright

Copyright © 2026 Wonderkids Universe (Harald Sesselmann)

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept. All player names are used for educational purposes.

Disclaimer

This book is an inspirational children’s biography based on real events.

While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, some details such as dates, statistics, or descriptions may change over time.

This book does not claim to be a complete historical record but aims to inspire young readers through true stories, values, and personal journeys.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide

[image: Maily spielt Fußball im Sonnenschein]

Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

Echoes of the San Siro

The lights of the San Siro burned like red fire against the dark Milan evening, and more than seventy thousand fans lifted their voices into the sky, creating a roar so powerful it felt like the stadium itself was breathing. On the pitch, with the grass glowing under the floodlights, Lautaro Martínez stood near the center circle, his heartbeat steady despite the noise swirling around him. The Inter supporters waved blue-and-black flags, chanting his name rhythmically, creating a rhythm that pulsed through the entire arena. This was where he belonged — under lights, under pressure, under expectation — a stage built for a player with courage in his veins.

The referee’s whistle echoed sharply as Lautaro stepped forward, scanning the defenders, searching for space the way he had done since he was a boy in Bahía Blanca, Argentina. He shifted his body slightly, ready to sprint, ready to fight, ready to carry Inter once again. The ball reached his feet with precision, and he spun past a marker, the crowd rising in a single wave as if they already sensed something special about to unfold. Every child watching him, whether in Milan or far across the world, felt the energy of a player who mixed elegance with warrior strength.

A Captain’s Promise

On the sideline, his teammates watched with quiet trust. They knew Lautaro wasn’t just Inter’s striker — he was their captain, their emotional engine, the one who pushed them forward when matches tightened and nerves trembled. His leadership wasn’t loud but powerful, built from years of sacrifice, grit, and moments when he carried the team on his shoulders. Tonight, facing a fierce rival under the bright European lights, he whispered to himself, “Let’s make it count.”

As the crowd roared again, the game’s tension rising like a wave, Lautaro took a deep breath. Every step he took connected his present to his past — the dusty fields of Bahía Blanca, the pressure-filled nights in Argentina, the dreams that once felt impossibly far away. Now he stood here, leading Inter as one of the world’s most feared strikers, ready to create another chapter in his incredible story.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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Bahía Blanca Beginnings

Lautaro Martínez was born in Bahía Blanca, a coastal city in Argentina known for its windy afternoons, wide skies, and football fields carved into the hearts of neighborhoods. His childhood was shaped by the sounds of bouncing balls on dusty streets, the echoes of laughter from local kids, and the passionate discussions of parents who treated football like a language. Lautaro grew up surrounded by the rhythm of the sport. The cracked sidewalks near his home became imaginary stadiums, and every evening, when the sun lowered toward the ocean, he rushed outside with a ball tucked under his arm, eager to play until darkness erased the lines of the pitch.

His father, Mario Martínez, a former professional defender for Liniers, often watched him from the porch, smiling as he recognized the same fire he once had. Mario encouraged Lautaro gently, reminding him to play with joy, not pressure. His mother, Alejandra, supported him in quieter ways — preparing meals, washing dusty kits, and offering warm smiles that reassured him after tough days. Even as a young boy, Lautaro carried himself with determination. He chased every ball with stubborn energy, refusing to give up even when he slipped on gravel or collided with older boys.

A Family Shaped by Sport

Sports were part of the Martínez DNA. Lautaro’s older brother, Jano, played basketball, and the family spent many nights in local gyms cheering him on. Lautaro joined sometimes, but he always returned to football. Although he admired the fast movements on the court, his heart belonged to the pitch. He once told his father, “I like running where there’s more grass.” The family supported his dream completely. They encouraged curiosity, discipline, and kindness — values that became the bedrock of Lautaro’s character.

After school, he often hurried to the dusty training grounds of Liniers, the club that shaped both his father and, eventually, himself. Coaches quickly noticed that Lautaro wasn’t just quick — he was fearless. He dribbled through crowded spaces, shielded the ball with surprising strength, and celebrated every goal with a smile that lit up the field. Kids twice his size tried to push him off the ball, but Lautaro always returned, brushing dust from his knees and diving back into the game.

Dreams on Dusty Fields

Bahía Blanca wasn’t a city of glamorous stadiums. Its football culture thrived on modest pitches lined with chain-link fences, uneven grass, and chalk lines drawn by volunteers. But for Lautaro, those fields were legendary. He imagined them as giant arenas, filled with fans waving blue and white flags, chanting his name as if he were already an Argentine hero. He practiced with a worn ball, patched several times by his father, and spent hours perfecting dribbles he saw on television.
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