
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          The Cross and the Crucifix

        

        
        
          Bill Etem

        

        
          Published by Bill Etem, 2015.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      THE CROSS AND THE CRUCIFIX

    

    
      First edition. March 28, 2015.

      Copyright © 2015 Bill Etem.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 978-1310331411

    

    
    
      Written by Bill Etem.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


The Cross and the Crucifix

Published by Bill Etem at Smashwords

Copyright 2015 Bill Etem

Smashwords Edition, License Notes

This ebook is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This ebook may not be re-sold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient. If you’re reading this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then please return to Smashwords.com and purchase your own copy. Thank you for respecting the hard work of this author.

Cover Art by rebecacovers at www.fivver.com



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


The Cross and the Crucifix

[image: ]




It’s difficult to give a concise paraphrase of Christianity because there’s so much to explain.  Merely to give a brief summary of the most controversial aspects of Christianity takes lots of explaining.  Revelation 9 says, more or less, that monsters will one day arise out of the abyss and these monsters will torture for 5 months the people who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.  Malachi 4. 1 says the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the proud and wicked people will be set on fire.

Merely to explain what Christianity teaches about how one attains Heaven and how one escapes Hell takes no end explaining.  The scriptures on getting to Heaven and escaping Hell begin simple enough but then they get terribly complicated.  Some simple scriptures, would be John 15. 6 which says those who don’t abide in Christ are like sticks which are gathered up and thrown into the flames.  2 Thess 1. 8 mentions hellfire for those who do not know God and who do not obey the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Christianity teaches that God is a Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  John 14. 23-26 says those who love Christ keep His words, and those who don’t love Christ don’t keep His words.  Christ spoke quite a few words on the subject of Hell, see for example Matthew 25. 31-46.  Christ said oaths are from the Devil, and yet lots of Christians take oath.  It’s always odd to see members of the Parliaments in the UK, Canada, Australia, New Zealand etc., tale oaths of allegiance to the British monarch, because Christ said oaths are from the Devil, and then the MPs who take oaths to obey the monarch inevitably violate their oaths and don’t obey the monarch.  Edmund Burke hated oath taking because taking oaths don’t hold people to their oaths, they transform honest people into liars, oath-breakers, which is probably why Jesus said oaths are from the Devil.

John 6. 53-55 says in so many words that you must partake in Holy Communion in order to attain Heaven and escape perdition.  Christianity is difficult to explain because, for one reason, 1 Corinthians 11. 27-29 says you drink damnation into your soul if you celebrate Holy Communion in an unworthy manner.  What’s an unworthy manner and what isn’t?

George Will, in a column he wrote in 1995, gave us the following account of an abortion as witnessed by a Dayton Ohio nurse:

`The mother was six months pregnant. The baby's heartbeat was clearly visible on the ultrasound screen. The doctor went in with forceps and grabbed the baby's legs and pulled them down into the birth canal. Then he delivered the baby's body and the arms - everything but the head. The doctor kept the baby's head just inside the uterus. The baby's little fingers were clasping and unclasping, and his feet were kicking. Then the doctor stuck the scissors through the back of his head, and the baby's arms jerked out in a flinch, a startle reaction, like a baby does when he thinks that he might fall. The doctor opened up the scissors, stuck a high-powered suction tube into the opening, and sucked the baby's brains out.'

Democrats are guilty of aiding and abetting mass murder. How many infants have been tortured to death in the USA since 1973 with the blessing of the Democratic Party? 80 million? 100 million?

1 Corinthians 11. 27-29 says you drink damnation into your soul if you celebrate Holy Communion in an unworthy manner.  What’s an unworthy manner and what isn’t?  If you share the bread and the wine with a Democrat, an evil pro-choicer, then are you drinking damnation into your soul?  If you are damned to Hell for sharing Holy Communion with a Democrat, with an evil pro-choicer, then who else must you avoid sharing Holy Communion with?  Who else will drag you down to Hell if you take communion with them?  What if a guy is telling evil lies about Climate Change, or what if a guy tells evil lies about the Covid vaccine being safe?

Henry Charles Lea wrote in his 'A History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages' (Macmillan, 1922),

`We have only to look upon the atrocities of the criminal law of the Middle Ages to see how pitiless men were in dealing with each other.  The wheel, the caldron of boiling oil, burning alive, burying alive, flaying alive, tearing apart with wild horses, were the ordinary expedients by which the criminal jurist sought to deter crime by frightful examples...An Anglo-Saxon law punishes a female slave convicted of theft by making eighty other female slaves each bring three pieces of wood and burn her to death....In the Customs of Arques, granted by the Abbey of St. Bertin in 1231, there is a provision that, if a thief have a concubine who is his accomplice, she is to be buried alive...In France women were customarily burned or buried ali9ve for simple felonies, and Jews were hung by the feet between two savage dogs, while men were boiled to death for coining.  In Milan Italian ingenuity exhausted itself in devising deaths of lingering torture for criminals of all descriptions.  The Carolina, or criminal code of Charles V., issued in 1530, is a hideous catalogue of blinding, mutilation, tearing with hot pincers, burning alive, and breaking on the wheel...As recently as 1706, in Hanover, a pastor named Zacharie Georg Flagge was burned alive for coining...So careless were the legislators of human suffering in general that, in England, to cut out a man's tongue, or to pluck out his eyes with malice prepence, was not made a felony until the fifteenth century, in a criminal law so severe that, even in the reign of Elizabeth, the robbing of a hawk's nest was similarly a felony; and as recently as 1833 a child of nine was sentenced to be hanged for breaking a patched pane of glass and stealing twopence worth of paint [this sentence was commuted]...It has seemed to me however, that a sensible increase in the severity of punishment is traceable after the thirteenth century, and I am inclined to attribute this to the influence exercised by the Inquisition over the criminal jurisprudence.'

So, it stands to reason that you are damned, you drink damnation into your soul, if you celebrate Holy Communion in any church which gives its blessing to evil laws, such as the evil laws seen above.

There’s the contention which says that despite giving its blessing to cruel laws for century after century, the Roman Catholic Church and only the Roman Catholic Church is God’s True Church.  All other churches are false churches.  All other churches drag souls down to eternal perdition.

There’s the contention which says that the Roman Catholic Church is a false church: Rome is a church which drags Roman Catholics down to eternal perdition.  But the True Church is out there.  You just have to find it.

Christianity gets rather complicated.  I mean, you don’t understand the most basic things Christianity teaches if you don’t know if the Roman Catholic Church is God’s True Church which leads people to Heaven or if Rome is a false church which drags people down to eternal perdition, then you don’t understand the simplest things about Christianity.

Anyway, there are lots of easy-to-understand scriptures on Heaven and Hell.

If you say that St. Paul can’t be trusted in 1 Corinthians 11. 27-29 then you’re saying that St. Paul can’t be trusted in Acts 26. 12-18.  In Acts 26. 12-18 St. Paul tells us he has been given a mission from God to turn people from the power of Satan to the power of God.  If you say that Acts 26. 12-18 can’t be trusted then you’re saying that half of the New Testament can’t be trusted.  

In theory Christianity is supposed to be easy for Christians to explain.  In Matthew 26. 28, Jesus says, “This cup is My blood of the new covenant...”  Turning to Jeremiah 31. 31-34 we read that God will write His new covenant on the hearts of his people.  If you have God’s new law written on your heart then you ought to be easy enough for you to explain this new law – Christianity.

Revelation 21. 8 says all liars get tossed into the lake of fire.  So, Revelation 21. 8 is pretty easy to explain.  The Hellfire text of Mathew 25. 31-46 looks pretty easy to explain.  James 1. 26 says your religion is useless – and therefore it won’t deliver you to Heaven and it won’t deliver you from perdition – if you don’t bridle your tongue.  These scriptures seem rather simple – don’t tell lies, don’t use nasty language etc. - but 1 Corinthians 11. 27-29 is difficult to explain in all of its implications and ramifications.  Suppose you will be damned to Hell if you celebrate Holy Communion in an manner, such as by sharing the bread and the wine with pro-choicers.  Well that’s not too difficult to understand.  But it is easy to see that lots of pro-life laws would be Anti-Christian because they are too lenient, or too draconian.  What sort of pro-life laws does God demand?  Things are getting complicated again.

The Antichrist is prophesied to show up sooner or later, see 2 Thess 2.  And Revelation 14. 6-11 says 3 angels from Heaven are supposed to show up sooner or later.  Things get terribly confusing because unless you know what the True Version of Christianity, unless you know how to identify the True Church, then you won’t be able to distinguish between angels from Hell and angels from Heaven.

2 Corinthians 11.  13-15 says the Devil masquerades as an angel of light.  Suppose an angel shows up.  Just how adept are you in assessing if this angel is an angel from Heaven or an angel from hell?  Well if he teaches heterodoxy then he’s an angel from hell, unless he changes his tune and starts preaching orthodoxy.  If he teaches orthodoxy then he looks to be an angel from Heaven, unless he changes his tune and starts teaching heterodoxy.  So, if you are 100% infallible in knowing what the True Faith is then you should be able to distinguish angels from hell from angels from Heaven.  But if you are not 100% infallible in knowing what the True Faith is...

Let’s review my analysis of the Roman Catholic crucifix.  The Roman Catholic crucifix is an image of a Roman Catholic version of Jesus, a version of Jesus who says the Roman Catholic Church leads people to Heaven, who says the Roman Catholic Church is God’s True Church, the Church which Christ founded on a rock.  It doesn’t make any sense to say that the Roman Catholic crucifix is an image of a Mormon version of Jesus, a version who says the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints is God’s True Church.  It doesn’t make any sense to say that the Roman Catholic crucifix is an image of a version of Jesus who says the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is the Church which Christ founded on a rock.  It doesn’t make any sense to say that the Roman Catholic crucifix is an image of an Anglican version of Jesus, a version of Jesus who says the Church of England is the Church which Christ founded on a rock.  I think any sensible person would agree that the Roman Catholic crucifix is an image of a version of Jesus who says Rome leads people to Heaven because Rome is God’s True Church.

So, there is nothing wrong with the Roman Catholic crucifix if indeed Rome leads people to Heaven, if indeed Rome is God’s True Church.  But if Rome is a false church, if Rome drags people down to eternal perdition, if Rome is not God’s True Church, then this creates problems for the Roman Catholic crucifix.  Again, the Roman Catholic crucifix is the image of a version of Jesus who says Rome leads people to Heaven, who says Rome is God’s True Church.  But if the True Jesus / True God says Rome is a false church not the True Church, if the True Jesus / True God says Rome leads people to perdition not to Heaven, then the Roman Catholic crucifix is the image of a lie, it’s the image of a satanic lie, in fact.  And if the Roman Catholic Church is the image of a satanic lie then perhaps it is the image of the beast mentioned in Revelation 13 and 14., the beast being a false version of Jesus.

We were on the subject of angels from Hell and angels from Heaven showing up.  So, if an angel shows up and if he says you will burn in Hell if you refuse to join the Roman Catholic Church, says you will burn in Hell if you reject the Roman Catholic crucifix, then, what do you think?  Which way are you leaning?  Is he an angel from Hell?  Is he an angel from Heaven?

A Cafeteria Catholic is someone who says Rome is God’s True Church but who then proceeds to announce that it is wise to rebel at times against God’s True Church / Rome. Why don’t these people have enough sense to obey Rome if Rome is God’s True Church?  If you will always be led to Heaven if you always obey Rome, and if you might be damned to hell if you rebel against Rome, then it’s idiotic to ever rebel against Rome.  On the other hand, if Rome is a false church, if Rome leads people to perdition, then it is wrong to be any sort of Roman Catholic, including a Cafeteria Catholic.  So, in every scenario, in the scenario where Rome is the True Church, and in the scenario where Rome is a false church, it makes no sense to be a Cafeteria Catholic.  You can make the same sort of argument against people who might be called Cafeteria Anglicans, Cafeteria Mormons etc., etc.
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Will Durant wrote in `The Reformation' (p. 731):
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"In 1451 Cardinal Nicholas of Cusa, one of the most enlightened men of the fifteenth century, enforced the wearing of badges by the Jews under his jurisdiction.  Two years later John of Capistrano began his missions, as legate of Pope Nicholas V, in Germany, Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia, and Poland.  His powerful sermons accused the Jews of killing children and desecrating the Host -charges which popes had branded as murderous superstitions.  Urged on by this "scourge of the Jews," the dukes of Bavaria drove all Hebrews from their duchy.  Bishop Godfrey of Wurzburg, who had given them full privileges in Franconia, now banished them, and in town after town Jews were arrested, and debts due them were annulled.  At Breslau several Jews were jailed on Capistrano's demand; he himself supervised the tortures that wrung from some of them whatever he bade them confess; on the basis of these confessions forty Jews were burned at the stake (June 2, 1453).  The remaining Jews were banished, but their children were taken from them and baptized by force.  Capistrano was canonized in 1690."

To this day, Rome insists that all True Christians must venerate John of Capistrano as a true saint.  Paragraph 2148 of the Catechism informs us that one commits blasphemy if one directs abusive language towards Capistrano or any other canonized person.  Paragraph 2148 also says it is a blasphemy of God to torture and execute people in the name of God.  Not to imply that the Eastern Orthodox or the Protestants were never ferocious, but, nevertheless, the Church of Rome tortured and executed people in the name of God for over six centuries via the Inquisition.

So, if Rome is God’s True Church, and if you risk hellfire if you rebel against God’s True Church, then it is insanity to risk hellfire by rebelling against Rome, such as by refusing to venerate John of Capistrano.

But if Rome is a false church, if Rome leads people to perdition, then, one must look elsewhere for the True Church.

Is there any evidence to suggest the Roman Catholic Church might not be God’s True Church?  Is there any evidence to suggest that you celebrate Holy Communion in an unworthy manner, and thereby drink damnation into your souls, under 1 Corinthians 11. 27-29, if you take communion in the Roman Catholic Church.  Is there any evidence to suggest Rome fell away from the True Faith many centuries ago?

Paul Johnson reminds us in A History of Christianity,

`Tertullian broke with the Church [Rome] when Calixtus of Rome determined that the church had the power to grant remission of sins after baptism, even serious sins like adultery or apostasy...Julian claims Catholics slaughtered "heretics" with state military support.  Whole communities were butchered...in the 5th century there were over 100 statutes against heresy.  The state now attacked heresy as it had once attacked Christianity...Jerome describes horrible tortures inflicted on a woman accused of adultery [inflicted by the Catholic-State].  In the late 4th century there was despotism in Christendom.  The rack and red-hot plates were used.  Ammianus gives many instances of torture...the Inquisition was born...Spain was staging pogroms of Jews by the time Augustine became a bishop...Inquisition: anonymous informers, accusations of personal enemies allowed, no right of defending council...Possession of scriptures in any language forbidden...from 1080 onward there were many instances of the Pope, councils and Bishops forbidding the Bible to laymen...people burned for reading the Bible...Erasmus saw 200 prisoners of war broken on the wheel at Utrech, on orders of the Bishop...Justinian Code: provided basis for persecution of dissenters...Protestants adopted the Justinian Code as well...Lutherans and Calvinists just as intolerant as Catholics...Counter-Reformation embodied no reform.  It's sole effect was to stamp out Protestant "error"...It is a tragic but recurrent feature of Christianity that the eager pursuit of reform tends to produce a ruthlessness in dealing with obstacles to it which brings the whole moral superstructure crashing down in ruins...The Gregorian papacy, so zealous for virtue, fathered some of the worst crimes of the Middle Ages...mass burnings of Protestants in Spain 1559-1562...Spanish Inquisition was self-sustaining.  It confiscated the property of the condemned...women 70-90 years old were tortured...young girls tortured...witch-hunting couldn't survive without torture...witch-hunting had papal sanction to use torture...Luther burned "witches"...Calvinists very fierce...Loyola popularized witch-hunting...Loyola not an anti-Semite...Vicious cycle: torture produced accusations -more torture, more accusations...The Philosophes ransacked the past to expose...evil.'
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