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Dear Reader,

This book isn’t just another story for me — it’s one of my favorites because it’s drawn from something that actually happened. I was in my twenties when it unfolded, and while I wasn’t a camp counselor, I did find myself on a camping trip with a straight guy. What happened out there has stuck with me ever since.

The woods have a way of intensifying everything — the crackle of the fire, the sweet haze from the joint we passed between us, the scent of pine in the air. Sitting shoulder to shoulder, every brush of skin felt electric. We weren’t supposed to cross that line, but the heat between us built until it burned hotter than both the joint and the fire in front of us. The nervous glances, the daring touches, the rush of knowing we were about to give in to something neither of us could take back — it was raw, messy, and unforgettable.

When I wrote Summer Camp Counselor, I wanted to capture that exact feeling — the hesitation and the hunger, the thrill of forbidden possibility, and the reckless abandon of giving in anyway. For me, this isn’t just a fantasy — it’s a piece of my past, translated into story, and a way to let you feel that night right alongside me.

Thank you for reading, for letting me share something so personal, and for keeping that fire alive with me.

Yours,

Alexander Grant

The first night at Camp Pinecrest, I felt like a kid trying to fake adulthood. I was twenty-two, fresh out of another college semester, and nervous about screwing up my first year as a counselor. The other guys already knew each other, swapping inside jokes across the campfire, while I just sat there with my clipboard and tried not to look lost.

Then there was Derek.

He was twenty-five, older than me but still young enough to look like he belonged on the other side of the fire with the campers instead of the staff. His skin was bronzed from weeks in the sun, his arms cut from hauling canoes and tossing footballs, his dark hair pushed back in a messy way that looked intentional even if it wasn’t. He had this easy, confident grin that made people relax around him — or made them blush, depending on how he aimed it.

Everyone knew Derek. He’d been a counselor for years, and his reputation was a mix of legend and warning. The kids adored him, the staff trusted him, but there were always whispers too — about how flirty he could be, about how he knew exactly how to push boundaries without ever getting in trouble. I told myself not to get caught in his orbit, but it was impossible.

That first night, I sat across from him while the kids roasted marshmallows. He caught my eye through the smoke and firelight, held my gaze for a second longer than he should have, and smirked before turning back to his campers. My stomach tightened like I’d been caught doing something I shouldn’t.

Over the next few days, I kept running into him. At the canoe racks, where he leaned against the wood with his arms folded like he owned the lake. On the paths between cabins, where he walked too close, his shoulder brushing mine just enough to make my pulse skip. During counselor meetings, where he’d stretch out in his chair, tanned skin glowing under the dim light, throwing me quick glances like he knew exactly what I was thinking.

When I was paired with him for lights-out duty, I knew I was in trouble. Derek made everything into a joke — the curfew checks, the cabin patrols, even the rulebook itself. He teased me about being too serious, about always doing everything by the handbook. The way he said it wasn’t mean, though. It was like he was testing me, waiting to see if I’d crack.

That night ended with him daring me to meet him at the dock after curfew.

I thought about it all the way back to my cabin. I told myself it was reckless, that I could get in trouble, that I should just sleep. But when the camp went quiet and the crickets sang, I found myself slipping out into the humid July night, shirt sticking to my back.

The lake shimmered silver under the moonlight when I reached the dock. Derek was already there, barefoot, leaning against the railing like he’d been waiting for me. His body glowed in the pale light — lean muscle, broad shoulders, his t-shirt stretched tight against his chest. He looked both effortless and untouchable, like someone carved straight out of every camp crush I’d ever had but never admitted.

The dock stretched into the lake, glowing silver under the moonlight. Derek was already there, barefoot, his legs dangling in the water. He didn’t move when he saw me; he just leaned back on his hands, grin tugging at the corner of his mouth.

“Took you long enough, bro,” he said.

I hesitated, then lowered myself beside him, the boards warm under me, my feet slipping into the cool water. Ripples spread out across the surface, and for a moment we just sat there in silence, listening to the crickets and the soft lap of the lake.

“I almost didn’t come,” I admitted finally.

He chuckled low. “Yeah, but you did. That’s what counts.”

I stared out at the moonlight reflecting off the water, trying to calm my racing pulse. Derek broke the quiet first.

“I’ve been watching you since day one,” he said, voice casual, like he wasn’t dropping a bomb.

I glanced at him, startled. “Watching me?”

His eyes flicked over me before returning to the water. “You’re different. Shy. Always so damn careful. And yeah... you’re cute.” He smirked. “Don’t act surprised, bro.”

Heat shot up my neck, and I quickly looked away. “I don’t know what to say to that.”

“You don’t have to say anything,” he murmured. He let the silence linger before his tone dropped, rougher. “Just answer me one thing. Are you gay?”

The question froze me. My throat closed up. I wanted to give him an answer, but the truth was a mess even in my own head. After a moment, all I could do was sit there in silence, my chest tight.

Derek studied me for a long moment, then gave a small grin. “Doesn’t matter. I can see the way you look at me. And I think you know exactly how I’ve been looking at you.”

His shoulder brushed mine, light but deliberate. My breath hitched, and I couldn’t bring myself to move away.

“You don’t have to figure it all out tonight,” he whispered, leaning closer. “Just feel it.”

His lips pressed to mine, warm and insistent, and for a moment I froze. Then the tension that had been coiled in me all week snapped, and I leaned into him. His hand came up to the back of my neck, firm, pulling me closer, deepening the kiss until it stole the breath out of my lungs.
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