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      An Irish priest with the spiritual gift of Insight butts heads with an obnoxious Norwegian troll who is blocking a key bridge over the River Shannon. Featuring ghostly guest appearances by Saint Molaisse and Fury, the Hero Dog of Portumna.

      The Father Declan Supernatural Mysteries are a series of standalone upbeat, redemptive and often comical urban fantasy short stories set in Ireland. Approximately 6600 words.
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          Special of the Day

        

      

    

    
      Franciscan Father Declan O'Shea forced a smile for Rohana, the Indian proprietress of Modena on the Square restaurant in Portumna, Co. Galway. He bit into his curried bratwurst on a soda bread bun, topped with spicy sauerkraut, and sprinkled with gingery turmeric powder.

      The priest regretted that his spiritual gift of Insight hadn't warned him about the concoction as he worked the Oktoberfest-themed Special of the Day around in his mouth. He should have at least listened to his burning nostrils. The Franciscan friar painstakingly relaxed his grimace, determined not to hurt the good woman's feelings.

      Father Declan forced the half-chewed glob down and gasped for breath. Eyes and nose flooding, he gulped from his water glass and looked into her hopeful, coffee-brown eyes.

      "Tastes like modern Germany," he wheezed. "A monumental melting pot of gastronomical multi-culturalism and diversity."

      She beamed.

      He wished he'd ordered the fish and chips.

      It was the twelfth of September, a week before Oktoberfest officially began in Bavaria, but many Irish, especially immigrants, were eager to embrace, or more likely cash in on, the festivals of their European Union siblings. The Viking ravagers of Ireland conveniently forgotten, Nordic-themed events were springing up all over Eire.

      Seemingly satisfied, Rohana bustled off to the kitchen, leaving Father Declan alone with his meal. He wondered how he might smuggle the mess out of the restaurant and pitch it into a bin, hoping such a betrayal of hospitality wouldn't come back to bite him.

      A small man with an oil-smudged neon yellow high viz jacket and a white hard hat passed by the window, spied the priest, and pushed through the door.

      "There you are, Father," he said. "My name is Martin Kitching. Mrs. Kennedy at the Oak Lodge B&B said I might find you here."

      "Have a seat," the priest said, pointing to the vacant chair across from him. The man sat, removed his hard hat and dropped it on the table with a plastic thunk. Father Declan gestured to his Special of the Day. "Care for a bite?"

      Martin Kitching looked at the plate and scowled. "Good God in heaven, what's that?"

      "Irish-Indian Oktoberfest cuisine."

      The little man shuddered. "Thanks just the same, Father, but I have a bit of an emergency at the bridge."

      "Is someone hurt?"

      He shook his graying head.

      "Drowned?"

      Again he indicated the negative.

      "What is it then, my son?"

      Martin squirmed in his seat, unconsciously plucked at his nose, and stared down at Father Declan's odoriferous lunch.

      "There's a troll on the bridge. He's blocking traffic on both sides and won't let anyone pass."

      The bite of curried bratwurst, soda bread, and spicy sauerkraut turned into a lump of clay in Father Declan's belly.

      "A troll, you say?"

      "Yes, Father."

      The priest thought for a moment. "I seem to recall a garda station around the corner at Castle Avenue and Abbey Street."

      "Garda Moran was called away to a mandatory diversity sensitivity class in Galway. And you know as well as I, the Gardai are a bunch of cowardly eejits when it comes to trouble with, uh, foreigners."

      It was true, Father Declan had to admit. He'd received scant assistance from provincial police when confronting a mob of cattle-mutilating ballybogs and a cannabis-crazed clurichaun.

      "What do you expect me to do, Martin?"

      "Reason with him. Traffic is backing up on both the County Galway and County Tipperary sides of the River Shannon. If I can't close the swinging bridge, cars will have to detour twenty-seven kilometers northeast to Banagher up in County Offaly."
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