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CHAPTER 1
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‘Everything is set, you can take your daughter home Mrs Edwards.’ ‘Thank you doctor for all your help.’ As the doctor was about to leave the room, she said, ‘If there is any problem, do not hesitate to contact me.’ ‘Okay, I will do just that.’ Mrs Edwards helped her daughter to get into the wheelchair and they went to the car. As they were leaving the hospital premises, Mrs Edwards asked, ‘Elaine, where do you feel comfortable staying?’ ‘Mom, we have talked about this. At my house, I’m used to staying there.’ ‘You are in no condition to be staying alone, I need to be close to you at all times. If you go over to your place, that means I will have to come with you.’ ‘There is no need for you to come with me, the maids will take care of me.’ ‘Don’t be silly, the maids are not your friends. I know that you are grieving but try to be understanding.’ ‘Okay, I will stay with you but allow me to stay at my place for a few days. That is all I’m asking.’ ‘Alright sweetie, only for a couple of days. Whilst we are there, it will give us an opportunity to take your belongings.

Three months earlier, Elaine, her six-year-old son and her husband were involved in a fatal car accident. Unfortunately, she was the only survivor. The tragic incident left her with multiple scars and the worst part was that she lost her eyesight permanently. She spent three months in hospital and was unable to attend her son nor husband’s funeral. It was a jaw dropping event and the community was bewildered by it. Before all of this, Elaine was an obstetrician, and her husband was a successful businessman. They had a beautiful life together until that fateful day when a dark shadow was cast upon them. They owned a beautiful house, several cars and employees who kept the place running. 

They got to Elaine’s house and the chief of staff welcomed them. The chief of staff was a tall fine lady, she always looked presentable. Her name was Tabitha. Elaine said, ‘Tabitha, please take me to the garden. Mom, I will see you later, not that I can see but you know what I mean.’ ‘Okay, I will see you later.’ Tabitha guided Elaine to the garden. ‘Take me to my favourite spot,’ she said. There was a bench on her favourite spot and Tabitha helped her sit down. ‘How are things around here?’ Elaine asked. ‘It has not been the same. We miss your son’s energy; he was an active boy and brought light to this place. He was an adorable young man.’ ‘Please say no more. You are making my heart bleed.’ ‘I’m very sorry for your loss.’ ‘Thank you, Tabitha. Who knew a day like this would come? Did you go to the funeral?’ ‘Yes, we all did. Madam, we are all worried about our jobs. Is it the end of the road for us?’

‘I understand your concerns. I want you to go and tell the others that no one is losing their job. You have been running this home for a long time and I don’t have a problem with you. I want you to continue looking after this place. I’m going to stay with my parents for now and as time goes on, we will see who is going to be staying here.’ ‘Does it mean you won’t be staying here anymore?’ ‘I will come back; I’m not leaving for good.’ ‘Would you like something to eat?’ ‘I barely eat nowadays. Thanks for asking.’ ‘How will you survive if you don’t eat? You need to eat something.’ ‘Maybe later. Please take me inside, I’m getting cold.’ ‘Alright madam.’

Tabitha helped Elaine sit on a very comfortable sofa. ‘Tabitha, can you play some music for me. Maybe music will ease my pain.’ ‘Of course.’ Mrs Edwards went downstairs to where her daughter was. ‘I spoke with your father over the phone and told him that we will be staying here for a couple of days,’ she said. ‘How is he and work?’ ‘He is fine, and he said work is good. You know how he loves to talk about his work, he goes on and on.’ ‘Its good news to my ears if he is fine.’ ‘He said he will find time to visit and check up on you.’ ‘I will be waiting.’ ‘That reminds me, how long is a couple of days?’ ‘A week or a week and a half. Somewhere there.’ ‘A week is fine.’ ‘Whatever you say mom.’

The next day on a Saturday, Mrs Edwards went to town early in the morning, she had some business she had to take care of. A maid woke Elaine around 8, a friend of hers had come to visit. ‘Which friend of mine is it?’ Elaine asked. ‘She didn’t tell me.’ ‘I wonder who it might be. What does she look like?’ ‘All your questions will be answered shortly.’ ‘Okay.’ After a few minutes, Elaine was taken to see this friend. When she had sat down, she said, ‘How are you friend? I’m sorry, I can’t see you.’ After saying these words, the next thing she felt was someone hugging her. As the friend was hugging Elaine, she spoke into her ear and said, ‘It’s me Belinda.’ When Elaine heard that, she tightened the grip and said, ‘It has been so long friend.’ ‘I know,’ Belinda said.

Belinda was Elaine’s best friend, and she was staying overseas with her husband for the past two years. Belinda’s husband, Nathan, was moved to go and work overseas and his work there was completed, and they were coming back home. Belinda and her husband had left the country soon after their wedding. The two ladies both relieved themselves from the hug and Belinda said, ‘I’m sorry I didn’t come sooner to see you. I’m very sorry for your loss, no amount of words can describe what you are going through.’ ‘What matters is that you are here friend. To be honest, what happened to me is very sad and I’m still catching up with reality.’ ‘I’m here for you. Nathan’s work overseas is completed, and we’ve come back home.’ ‘That’s good news. How was it over there?’ ‘It was a wonderful experience being in another country and learning a new language. We visited many beautiful places, it’s a shame you can’t see the photos.’ ‘Well, even if I can’t see them, I’m happy for you all the same.’ ‘I didn’t know what to buy for you and in the end, I bought a few bottles of very good wine. I hope you will like it.’ 

‘Thank you. You are the best as always. Wine was a good choice because if you had bought clothes or shoes, I wouldn’t be able to see their beauty, but with wine, my taste buds are fully functional.’ ‘I’m glad you like my gift even though you haven’t tasted it.’ ‘I trust your judgement.’ ‘I have another surprise for you.’ ‘I hope it’s as good as the first one.’ ‘It’s even better.’ ‘What is the surprise?’ ‘Give me your hand, I want you to find out for yourself.’ Elaine stretched out her right hand and Belinda took the hand and placed it on her tummy. She slowly moved it in circular motions. ‘What! You are pregnant.’ ‘Yes. I’m five months gone.’ ‘Come and give me a hug. This is wonderful news, now I must taste that wine. Can I have an empty glass from the kitchen! Obviously, you are not drinking.’ ‘Yes, it’s all yours.’ ‘I’m so happy for you. Congratulations! If I was still working, I would have delivered that baby myself.’ 

An empty glass was brought. Belinda poured the wine and gave it to Elaine. ‘This is nice,’ said Elaine after taking a sip. ‘I shall take my leave now. I will see you soon.’ ‘So soon, why are you in such a hurry?’ ‘I have to meet up with my husband for lunch.’ ‘Before you go, I wanted to ask, did you go for a scan?’ ‘Yes, it’s going to be a girl.’ ‘Have you come up with some names?’ ‘Yeah, a few.’ ‘Okay friend, I will see you some other time when you come to visit.’ ‘Take care Elaine.’ ‘You too.’ When Belinda had drove a few metres from the house, she pressed the hooter to Mrs Edwards as she drove past. Mrs Edwards did not recognise the person as her car was moving a bit fast.

When Mrs Edwards was in the house, she asked one of the maids, ‘Where is Elaine?’ ‘She is by the pool.’ ‘Thank you, my child.’ Elaine was sitting on the edge of the pool and her feet were in the water. She moved her feet back and forth. As her mom was approaching, she said, ‘Welcome back mom.’ ‘How did you know it was me?’ ‘I know your fragrance. It is one of a kind.’ ‘Isn’t it dangerous where you are sitting?’ ‘It’s not; besides, Tabitha is nearby.’ ‘Let me join you.’ Mrs Edwards sat beside her daughter and put her feet in the water. ‘Elaine, before I forget, you are scheduled for a therapy session each and every Tuesday.’ ‘Every Tuesday until when?’ ‘Until you feel much better.’ ‘Mom, I don’t need a therapist. I’m fine.’ ‘No, you are not. You need it and it’s for your own good. Trust me.’ ‘Okay, I will go. It’s not like I have anything better to do.’ ‘You will have a 10am session every Tuesday.’

‘Belinda was here to see me, she left a few minutes ago.’ ‘I think she is the one I drove past.’ ‘That must have been her.’ ‘I would have loved to see her. It’s been long since I last saw her.’ ‘She said they are back for good, and she is pregnant.’ ‘That is good news. I’ve brought you a little present.’ ‘It seems like today is my lucky day. It’s one surprise after the other. Belinda brought me some wine.’ ‘I guess it’s your lucky day. I’ve brought you a white cane and some shades. I figured you might want to hide your eyes behind the shades.’ ‘Thanks mom. That was very thoughtful of you.’ She leaned over her mother and Mrs Edwards put her left hand on Elaine’s head and started moving it gently.

‘Where are the shades? I would like to put them on,’ Elaine said. ‘They are inside the house together with the white cane. Let me help you get up.’ They went into the house. Later that day, Elaine’s father stopped by, and he stayed over for dinner and left afterwards. He and Elaine’s mother were divorced, and he had remarried. He was a scientist by profession. The following day, two detectives came over and they wanted to speak to Elaine. At that time, Elaine was in her room and her mom was the one who spoke to them. One of the detectives said, ‘I’m detective Goodman and this is detective Alfio. We would like to speak to Mrs Walden.’ ‘I’m her mother, she is resting in her room. Is everything okay?’ ‘Yes, everything is okay. We carried out an investigation regarding the accident she was involved in and that is what we would like to discuss with her. We were at the hospital earlier and we were told that she had already been discharged.’ ‘Let me go and call her.’ 

She left and went to call her daughter. They came back together after a few minutes and Elaine had the shades on. ‘How is your health Mrs Walden?’ Detective Alfio asked. Elain said, ‘My health is fine, the only problem is that I can’t see, and it is permanent.’ ‘I’m very sorry to hear that. We are here to tell you what we found when we carried out an investigation of the car crash. But first, I would like to ask a few questions. Do you remember what date it was of the accident and where you were going with your husband and son?’ ‘I remember that it was on a Saturday, and we were going to a golf tournament. My husband was in that tournament.’ ‘Who drove the car?’ ‘My husband was the one driving that day.’ Her husband was Ryan Jonathan Walden. He was a very hardworking man, and he was well connected. ‘Where was your driver on this particular day?’ ‘Our driver didn’t drive us on weekends. We loved to drive ourselves during weekends.’

‘After the investigation, we found out that the accident was as a result of brake failure. We spoke to your mechanic, and he told us that this car was fine after the last service that he undertook. He said the car had no brake problem. Someone tampered with the brakes, and we are yet to find this person.’ Detective Goodman said, ‘The car that you had an accident in, was it the car that you normally used on a daily basis? I’m asking this because I saw a lot of cars in the garage.’ Elain said, ‘We didn’t use the same car daily, we rotated the cars depending on the day. But the car that we had an accident in, we had last used it in two weeks.’ ‘And how do you know that you had last used the car in two weeks?’

‘Because there was a party at this house on a Saturday. That same day, I went to buy a few things for the party, and I used a Mustang, the same Mustang we had an accident in.’ ‘And you never used the car after the party?’ ‘The car was not used again until the day of the accident. I’m sure of that.’ ‘Does this house have cameras particularly the garage? We will need footage from the day of the party until the day of the accident.’ ‘Yes, there are cameras, even in the garage. You must go and see Mr Grenning, he will give you the footage.’ ‘We have to question every employee here to see if we can come up with something. I’m suspecting that the culprit took advantage of the party because there was a large gathering. How many people were at the party mam?’ ‘There were one hundred people according to the guest list.

Detectives, I appreciate all the work you have done so far but I would like you to stop any further investigation. Even if you find the person who did this, it will not bring my Eric back. He is gone for good.’ Tears started coming out of the shades. Her mother went close to her and embraced her. ‘Stop crying my child,’ her mom said. Eric was Elaine’s son and she missed him deeply. The mother and child bond was taking a toll on her. Ever since Eric was born, she had never been separated from him for a long time and now he was gone for good. ‘What are you saying Elaine? Are you out of your mind? These detectives are here to help. Gentlemen, please don’t listen to her,’ said Mrs Edwards. ‘Mom, it’s for the best.’ Detective Alfio said, ‘Mrs Walden, please let us do our job. I promise you; we will bring the responsible party to justice.’ 

The detectives questioned all the employees who worked for Elaine, and they were given the footage by Mr Grenning. Mr Grenning was the head of security, he ensured that there was tight security on the premises. The detectives left afterwards and said that they would be back the following day after they had gone through the footage.
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On Monday, Mrs Edwards woke her daughter before leaving for work. She said, ‘Elaine, I’m off to work. I will see you in the afternoon.’ ‘Mom, you’ve disturbed my beautiful sleep. Anyway, have a good day.’ Mrs Edwards was a physics professor at a nearby university and she won several awards because of her intelligence. Around 11am, the two detectives paid Elaine a visit. Elaine requested that they go and discuss the matter in her favourite spot in the garden. Sitting arrangements were made by the maids. Elaine said, ‘You are welcome detectives.’ Detective Goodman said, ‘We are here to update you from where we left off yesterday. So, we looked at the footage that Mr Grenning gave us. The strangest thing is that there is no footage for the entire day of the party which means that something happened on that day. Someone is trying to hide something. All the other days until the accident are on the footage except the day of the party. What do you think mam?’

‘I think there is something fishy going on. So, what is the next step since we don’t know the person who tampered with the breaks?’ Mr Alfio said, ‘We would like to speak to Mr Grenning. I think he can help us in figuring out why the footage is missing.’ One of the maids was sent to call him. He showed up a few minutes later and greeted everyone. Mr Goodman said, ‘We went over the footage that you gave us but there is one day in particular that is not on the footage. The previous party that was held here, that whole day is missing. Mr Grenning, what do you think happened?’ ‘To be honest, this is the first time I’m hearing about this. The guy who used to work in the control room stopped coming to work a week after the party. I think he knows what happened to the footage,’ Mr Grenning said. ‘So, do you know where we can find this guy? And what is his name?’

‘His name is Luke. I never saw him ever since he stopped working here. Let me go and get his address from Tabitha.’ He left and came back holding a piece of paper with Luke’s contact details. He handed it over to Mr Goodman who took a good look at it and passed it on to his partner. Mr Alfio said, ‘We are going to look for this guy and find out what he knows. We will get back to you if anything pops up.’ The detectives left and began their hunt for Luke. A little while later, Elaine called her brother. He was called Jeremy, and he was her younger brother. She also had an older sister. Elaine said, ‘Hie brother. I would like you to do a favour for me.’ ‘What kind of favour?’ he asked. She told him the details of what she wanted to be done. He said, ‘If I do this, you owe me.’ ‘Of course, I will forever be in your debt.’ Jeremy was a musician. He refused to go to college and decided to pursue music instead.

The journey as a musician was not easy for him at first but as time went on, things started improving. He was very good with his guitar and just like any other upcoming artist, he was waiting for a breakthrough. He had some small gigs here and there. He was only 22 years of age. The detectives went to the address that they were given and when they got there, Luke was not around at the time, and they decided to check up on him later. When Luke got home, he was told that the police were looking for him. From that moment, he knew he was no longer safe, and he took a few things from his room and disappeared. When the detectives went back to check up on him, it was too late. After work, Mrs Edwards went straight to her daughter’s house. When she had settled down, she received a phone call from her son informing her to rush to her house because there was an emergency.  

Upon getting to the house, she was shocked to hear what her son was telling her. Their tv, her expensive jewellery and Jeremy’s laptop were gone. ‘How could you let this happen? I was away for a few days and all hell broke loose,’ she said. ‘I’m sorry mom. I guess I forgot to lock the door when I went to the studio.’ ‘This is not happening; tell me I’m dreaming. There is tight security here, are you sure you are not the one who did this. Tell me the truth.’ ‘It’s not me, I swear.’ ‘When did this happen?’ ‘I noticed it when I got home an hour ago.’ ‘I don’t trust you. Were you even staying here?’ ‘Yes, I was.’ ‘Okay. Have you checked the cameras?’ ‘Not yet. When I found out, I couldn’t do anything except to call you.’ ‘Alright, go and check the cameras while I call the police.’ When he heard the sound of the police, his heart started pounding. He knew he couldn’t keep up with the lie any longer and it was time to come clean.

‘Why are you still standing there? Go and do what I asked you to do,’ his mother said. ‘Okay, I’m going.’ As he was going, she said, ‘Wait, why are you so agitated?’ With a frail voice, he said, ‘Don’t call the police. It was me.’ ‘What is going on? Did you sell it?’ She grabbed him by the collar and shook him a little bit. ‘No, I didn’t sell it. Everything is in the garage,’ he said. She let go of him. ‘I better find those things in the garage. If not, I’m going to call the police on you, I swear.’ She headed towards the garage and Jeremy followed behind her. She set her eyes on the missing stuff and turned back to where her son was standing and gave him a long gaze. ‘Start talking son.’ ‘Okay, I was doing Elaine a favour. She doesn’t want to leave her house and stay here. On the other hand, she wants you to return to this house. She doesn’t know how to tell you face to face and therefore she asked me to be her messenger.’

‘Of course, I should have known.’ ‘I hope you are not mad at me.’ ‘No, I’m not mad. I’m just trying to process everything. I wanted her to stay here so that she wouldn’t be alone. I thought if she was surrounded by people who are close to her, she would feel much better. I guess she is fine without me.’ ‘So, what now?’ ‘I’m going to take my things from her house and come back here.’ ‘Can I join you?’ ‘Of course, let’s go.’ Jeremy took his guitar with him, he wanted to lift his sister’s spirits. The detectives tried their very best that day to find Luke. They asked around and their quest finally led them to the suspect’s girlfriend. The lady cooperated and she didn’t know where he had run off to. She didn’t even know that he had disappeared. The detectives reached another dead end, they were nowhere near solving the case.

Mrs Edwards got to her daughter’s house, and they went inside. Jeremy greeted his sister and she said, ‘What took you so long for you to come and visit? Don’t you like me anymore.’ ‘You know that’s not true; I will never stop loving you. I’m sorry for not coming sooner.’ ‘It’s okay, apology accepted. Have you been working on something new?’ ‘Yes. As a matter of fact, I’ve brought my guitar so that I can play for you one of the songs that is on an album that I’m working on.’ ‘That’s great, I can’t wait to hear it.’ ‘What? You never told me that you were working on a new album,’ his mother said. ‘You have been very busy these past few months, I didn’t find the time to tell you.’ ‘That’s true, these past few months have been hectic. How is the album coming along?’ ‘I’m almost there. It’s an eight-track album.’ ‘Okay, wish you all the best in finishing the album.’ Elaine said, ‘Are you okay on the finance side of things?’ ‘I think I’m okay for now. I had some money saved up.’

‘I want you to know that if you need any help, your sister is hear for you.’ ‘Okay, I will bear that in mind.’ ‘I’m also here for you son,’ said his mom. ‘Thanks mom.’ He got hold of her hand with affection. ‘It’s not a competition mom,’ said Elaine. ‘I’m not competing with anybody. I was just letting him know that he can depend on me.’ ‘Alright mom.’ ‘So, you don’t want me to stay in your house anymore.’ ‘No, it’s not like that. I just want to stay here.’ ‘If I leave you, I will always worry if you are okay. I’m not comfortable leaving you here.’ ‘I will be fine, don’t worry.’ ‘Okay, but I will always come and check up on you.’ ‘Of course, you can come, there is nothing wrong with that.’ ‘Okay, let me go and take my things. We have to drive back, and I have to wake up early tomorrow.’ ‘Aren’t you staying for dinner? Or you can both sleep here, there are plenty of rooms.’

‘I don’t know. What do you think son?’ ‘It’s fine with me. We will leave in the morning,’ said Jeremy. ‘Wonderful. Now, can you sing that song that you promised,’ said Elaine. ‘Of course, let me put my skills to the test.’ He took his guitar and started playing it as he was singing. After singing the song, his sister requested for another song. Jeremy said, ‘Are you going to pay me.’ ‘How much do you want?’ his sister asked. ‘I’m just joking.’ He cleared his throat first before getting into the second song. His mom and sister both loved the songs, and they gave him a round of applause. They had dinner after that, and they enjoyed each other’s company. The next day, as the detectives were entering the station, one of the officers told them that the lieutenant wanted to have a word with them. They got into her office and sat down as they waited to hear what was on her mind.

She said, ‘Gentlemen, where are you with the Walden case? Are you making any progress?’ ‘Not quite,’ detective Alfio said. ‘Not quite is not the answer I was looking for. Give me details!’ She banged the table with her fist. Detective Goodman cleared his throat and then said, ‘After finding out that the car brakes had been tampered with, we were told that there had been a party at their house two weeks before the accident.’ ‘Wait, who told you?’ ‘Mrs Walden told us after she was discharged from the hospital. We weren’t able to ask her some questions when she was still in the hospital because she wasn’t herself and she hadn’t fully recovered.’ ‘Okay. So, what happened next when you heard that there had been a party?’ ‘We asked for some surveillance tapes from the day of the party up until the accident occurred. We were trying to find out if there was something that could help us with the case.

Unfortunately, there was nothing on the footage that could help us. The whole day of the party was missing from the footage. Therefore, we went back to Mrs Walden’s house and her head of security said that there was a guy who used to work in the control room and this guy stopped working there a week after the party. So, we asked how we could find him, and they gave us his address. We went to look for him and we did not find him when we got there. When we went back for the second time, he had disappeared which means that he knows something. So, that is where we are with the case. We are yet to find this guy.’ ‘So, what’s the way forward.’ ‘I think we should put his name out there as a wanted person. It should be announced on tv, radio and printed in newspapers. We can also check if he hasn’t fled the country,’ said detective Alfio. 

The lieutenant said, ‘That is a good idea detective. Do what you have to do to find this guy. You are dismissed.’ ‘Thank you, ma’am,’ the gentlemen said and left her office. When they were in the car, detective Goodman said, ‘What do we do now?’ His partner said, ‘I think we should make some phone calls to various ports of entry to check with them if Luke is still in the country. After making the phone calls, we should go to our nearest airport and find out if he went there.’ ‘Okay, what if we go to Mrs Walden’s house afterwards and update her about the current situation.’ ‘Yeah, I think we should do that. She has to know what’s going on.’ Mrs Edwards and her son left Elaine’s house in the morning. Elaine woke up a little bit later. Tabitha picked some beautiful flowers from the garden and these flowers had a beautiful scent. She brought the flowers to her madam’s room and the madam loved them.

The flowers were amazing. Elaine said, ‘Thank you very much. You are too kind. What will I do without you?’ She said this as she was smelling the flowers. They were her favourite flowers too. ‘You are welcome, ma’am. I thought you would like them,’ said Tabitha. ‘I love them.’ ‘I would like to remind you that you have an appointment with a therapist at 10.’ ‘I had almost forgotten about that. Thank you for reminding me. I don’t feel like going there, do you think I should go?’ ‘Yes, I think you should try it out and see how it goes.’ ‘Okay, I’m only going because of you.’ Tabitha started laughing after Elaine said that. ‘At least you have decided to go, that’s the important part,’ said Tabitha. Tabitha and the other employees helped Elaine a lot as she tried to figure things out in this new way of living. Elaine got ready for her appointment and the driver took her to the place.

The detectives made some phone calls, and they were promised to be given the feedback as soon as the people checked their various databases. After that, they went to the airport to see what they could find and after the responsible management checked the system, they did not find anything about Luke. The two detectives had worked together as partners for five years. They worked together very well, and they solved many cases together. Detective Alfio was in his early fifties, he was married with three children. His colleague was in his late forties, and he was divorced. He had two children and they stayed with their mother. Elaine had her therapy session, and she wasn’t ready to open up about what was going on in her life. The therapist hoped that with time things would gradually improve and she would be able to share some stuff about her life.  

Elaine got home and Tabitha helped her to get inside. They went into the lounge and Tabitha said, ‘How did it go?’ ‘It was fine I guess,’ Elaine said. ‘Would you like something to eat.’ ‘I would like something to drink. Some juice maybe.’ ‘Okay, juice coming right up.’ Tabitha went to the kitchen and came back holding a tray with a glass containing the requested beverage. ‘What would you like to do for the rest of the day ma’am?’ ‘I don’t know. Can you take me to the beach. I want to feel my feet in the sand and hear the sound of the waves.’ ‘Of course, I would love to take you there. When do you want to go there?’ ‘As soon as I finish my drink.’ ‘Okay.’ Jeremy met up with his girlfriend for lunch. They had been seeing each other for six months and it was going well. Her name was Joanne, and she was a beautiful girl. They promised each other that they would get to know each other first before meeting their respective parents.

It was a simple lunch for them. They bought ice cream and had a walk in the park. They talked, laughed, and had a wonderful time together. After their lunch, Joanne went back to work and Jeremy went back to the studio, that’s where he was spending most of his time. Tabitha took Elaine to the beach; she drove because there was a bit of a distance. When they got there, Tabitha held Elaine’s hand and they walked together. When Elaine was tired of walking, they sat down for a while and enjoyed the cool breeze. As it was getting dark, they went back home, with Elaine feeling much better. When Jeremy got home, he started writing some songs in his bedroom. He sang as he wrote, and the only problem was that his music was too loud. His mom knocked his bedroom door, and he couldn’t hear it. She invited herself inside and he was surprised to see her.

‘Can you please take your energy down a bit. I’m preparing for my tomorrow’s lecture,’ she said. ‘I’m sorry. I didn’t even realise that I was too loud. When did you come in?’ ‘An hour ago.’ ‘What? I didn’t hear you come in.’ ‘I think I know why. Are you hungry?’ ‘Yes, very.’ ‘Okay. The food will be ready in an hour. I don’t want to come back in here and call you. I’m tired.’ ‘Okay. I promise I won’t make you come back for the second time.’
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CHAPTER 3 

[image: ]




On Wednesday, Elain was served breakfast and she insisted on eating by herself. She was a bit sulky that day and it did not go well for her. She spilt the tea, and the food was falling as she was eating, it was a mess. One of the maids called Hayley went over to her boss when she saw her struggling and she said, ‘May I please help you ma’am. Please let me help.’ ‘Okay, help me. I don’t know what I was thinking. It’s just that I was used to doing things by myself, this is hard for me.’ ‘It’s okay, we are here for you.’ Elaine broke into tears; she couldn’t hold it inside. She was going through a tough time. Hayley comforted her and she fixed the mess Elaine had made. Elaine didn’t eat anything after that, she had lost her appetite. 

Joanne called her boyfriend that morning. ‘Hie babe,’ she said. ‘Hie. What’s up?’ Jeremy said. ‘I’m good. I’m just preparing to go out for work.’ ‘Okay. I’m still at home myself. I’m about to take a shower. I will leave a bit later.’ ‘Cool. I will talk to you later then.’ ‘Okay, thanks for calling.’ The detectives arrived at Mrs Walden’s residence, and they asked to speak with her. Hayley went and called her. Elaine came and she greeted the two gentlemen. ‘Are you okay ma’am? Your voice is very low today,’ detective Goodman said. ‘I’m fine. Don’t worry,’ she said. ‘Okay. We were supposed to come yesterday but we couldn’t make it. I’m afraid we come bearing bad news once again. We went to the address that you gave us, and we didn’t find Luke. When we got there for the first time, he wasn’t there and when we went back, he was gone.’

‘What? Why did you bother coming here? You came all this way just to tell me that you are a bunch of idiots who can’t do their job right! You can’t find the people who killed my husband and child! Get out of my house now!’ She shouted at them; she was very angry. The detectives ran out of that house as fast as they could. It was unfortunate that Elaine couldn’t see them running. Detective Alfio drove out of the Walden residence and when he was a few metres from their house, he stopped the car. ‘What happened back there? She was a completely different person,’ he said. Detective Goodman said, ‘I don’t know what happened. I’ve never seen her like that. So, what are we going to do?’ ‘I don’t know. Right now, I just need to cool off.’ ‘What if we go back to her house later? I hadn’t finished updating her.’ ‘I’m not going back there. You can go back if you want.’

Jeremy finished recording the last song of his album. The album had four videos and the rest were audios. The album was titled The Introduction. He uploaded his music on various digital platforms, and he also submitted the music to numerous radio stations throughout the country. He was just trying his luck. The only thing left for him to do was to wait and see. The detectives were surely puzzled by Elaine’s behaviour, but that didn’t stop them from doing their work. So, they labelled Luke as a wanted suspect. His name was going to be seen and heard everywhere. During the course of the day, the detectives received some feedback from some of the phone calls that they made, and the response was that Luke hadn’t left the country. So, if he was within the confines of the country, they hoped that they would find him someday.

Jeremy stepped into a supermarket to look for a few items and he saw his ex-girlfriend from a distance. He tried to hide behind one of the shelves so that she wouldn’t see him, but it was too late. She said, ‘Jeremy, is that you. Don’t even try it, I know it’s you.’ He came out from where he was attempting to hide. ‘Hey, Brenda. It’s so good to see you,’ he said. ‘Drop the act. You were trying to avoid me.’ ‘No, I wasn’t. I hadn’t seen you.’ ‘Okay. So, how have you been?’ ‘I’ve been doing alright. What about you?’ ‘I’m good.’ ‘Cool. Alright, I will see you around.’ ‘What do you say if we go out for lunch? It’s my treat.’ ‘No, thank you. I don’t think that’s a good idea.’ ‘Okay, it was good seeing you too.’ Around lunchtime, Elaine had some visitors once again. This time around, it was her husband’s friend and his wife. His name was Michael, and he was Ryan’s business partner.

When they arrived, Elaine was sitting in the garden. She loved that garden even before the accident. The garden was beautiful, it was well looked after. It consisted of trees, flowers and there was even a pond of fish. Everything was carefully planned; the landscaping was phenomenal. They used to host some gatherings in that garden and there were so many memories associated with that garden. It was a special place. The visitors got to Elaine, and they greeted each other. ‘How are you doing?’ Michael said. ‘I’m coping. I have my good and bad days. I lashed out at the detectives earlier; they keep coming here with no results. I just lost it.’ ‘So, they are still investigating.’ ‘Yes, they said they are looking for a guy called Luke. He used to work here. They said that he might be connected to the case, but they can’t find him.’ Michael’s wife said, ‘Let’s hope they will find him. What can we do to help.’

‘At this juncture, there is nothing that anybody can do. All we can do is to hope and pray.’ ‘We thought we should come and see how you are doing but we have to be on our way before the lunch hour is over. It was good seeing you and please take it easy,’ said Michael. ‘I will try and thank you for coming. I almost forgot, how are the kids?’ ‘They are fine. They are at school at the moment,’ his wife said. ‘That’s good to hear. Drive safely.’ Michael and his significant other left. That same day, Mrs Edwards received a job offer at one of the top universities in the country. The only problem was that this university was in another city. The job offer also came with a hefty pay check to entice Mrs Edwards. Unfortunately, she had to decline the wonderful opportunity because she couldn’t go away from her daughter. She felt that she had to be close-by in case her daughter needed her.

When Jeremy got home, he found his mother in the kitchen, she was having a glass of water. ‘Hie mom,’ he said. ‘Hie. How are you doing?’ ‘I’m fine and you.’ He said that opening the fridge looking for something to eat. ‘I’m okay. Are you busy?’ ‘Me, no. Why do you ask?’ ‘I was thinking we could go out today. We can go to that favourite restaurant of yours. What do you say?’ ‘Yes, I like the idea. But you are the one paying right.’ She laughed and said, ‘Of course I’m paying. You don’t need to worry.’ ‘Cool. What time are we leaving?’ ‘I’ve made a reservation for 7pm. Is that okay?’ ‘Yes. I also have some time to catchup on my favourite tv show.’ Tabitha was a single mother. Her husband died at a bar; he was stabbed to death. He loved to drink, and he stayed out late. Unfortunately, that fateful night, he couldn’t get away with it. He also loved violence; he wasn’t afraid to pick up a fight.

The two guys who killed him, he had defeated them in the past and on that day, they had come for retribution. When the ambulance arrived, his body was already cold. Tabitha was left a widow who had to fend for two children by herself. With the passing of her husband, she didn’t know if she should be happy or sad because the chap was abusive. She had no peace of mind whenever he was around. After a few months from his passing, it was a friend of hers who told her about a job opening at the Walden residence. She went there and after a few minutes of the interview, the job was hers. But now, things were about to change. Tabitha was in love once again. The guy was promising to marry her, he was an actor by profession. He had a child of his own, but it did not work out between him and the child’s mother. 

Tabitha wasn’t sure how long it was going to last but she was happy with how things were. Jeremy and his mother went out for their dinner. They were shown their table and they sat down. They started going through the menus that were handed over to them. ‘Have you decided on what you are going to order?’ his mom said. ‘Not yet. I’m still looking. What about you?’ ‘I’m ready to order. Do you need help?’ ‘Not really. I think I’m ready now.’ They gave their orders and started talking while they waited. Mrs Edwards said, ‘I received a job offer today when I was at work. There is more money, but I will have to relocate.’ ‘That’s good news. So, did you accept?’ ‘I didn’t accept. The timing is not good. I can’t go far away from your sister.’ ‘Yeah, that’s true. But it was a good offer though.’ ‘Yes, it was.’ Their food was brought, and they started eating.

Jeremy said, ‘I also have some news.’ His mom said, ‘Don’t talk with food in your mouth.’ He finished chewing and he swallowed the food. He then said, ‘As I was saying, I’ve finished recording my album today. I’ve uploaded the music online. It’s up to the people now.’ ‘Wow, congratulations. I’m proud of you.’ ‘Thanks.’ ‘So, do I have to go online to find your music?’ ‘I can send it to you if you like.’ ‘Yeah, you can send it to me. I can listen to it while driving to work.’ ‘Give me your phone.’ ‘You can do it later. Eat your food.’ They finished their dinner, and they headed back home. Elaine was served dinner, and she didn’t eat much. Ever since the accident, eating was now a struggle with her. She ate merely for survival and not for the enjoyment of the cuisine. She didn’t really have an appetite as she was battling with the process of accepting her reality.

Jeremy called his girlfriend before he went to bed. He said, ‘Hello, gorgeous. How was your day?’ ‘It was fine. I took the train home today.’ ‘Why? What happened to your car?’ ‘My mom drove me to work in the morning and I had to arrange my own transport after work because she works late. Hence, I had to use public transportation.’ ‘Okay, I get it.’ ‘How was your day?’ ‘Mine was eventful. My album is complete, and I have uploaded it for your convenience.’ ‘That’s nice, congratulations.’ ‘Thanks, honey. We will talk tomorrow, I’m feeling sleepy.’ ‘Okay, good night.’ ‘Same to you.’ The next day, one of the employees was sweeping the leaves near the gate. The next thing he saw was a bag hovering over the gate and it landed right in front of his eyes. The guy didn’t know what to do with the enigmatic bag and therefore he went and fetched Mr Grenning.

The mysterious bag had been delivered by a guy who had a motorbike. The guy who was sweeping didn’t see the biker’s face because of the helmet. Mr Grenning got to where the bag was and he asked Sam, ‘What do you think we should do with the bag?’ Sam was the guy who was sweeping. He said, ‘I think you should open it. What if there is a bomb inside?’ ‘There is no bomb. Don’t be ridiculous.’ Mr Grenning opened the bag and as soon as he had a peek of what was inside, he tossed the bag away. ‘What is it? Is it a bomb?’ said Sam. ‘For the second time, there is no bomb! Look.’ When Sam looked at the bag, he saw a snake crawling out of the bag. Sam said, ‘Oh my God. That’s a snake.’ ‘Go and get a bucket with a lid!’ Mr Grenning said. Sam rushed to fetch a bucket. The whole body of the snake got out of the bag and Mr Grenning got hold of the bag. 

He looked inside and found a note that was written ‘STOP THE INVESTIGATION. YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED.’ Sam came back with a bucket, and they managed to put the snake in the bucket. Mr Grenning showed him the note and Sam said, ‘What now?’ ‘I’m going to inform the boss. She will know what to do.’ Mr Grenning went off to see Elaine. Jeremy joined his mother for breakfast. ‘So, what are you going to do now?’ his mom asked. ‘Nothing, I’m going to be here and there.’ ‘What if you accompany me to my workplace, just for today?’ ‘Accompany you and attend physics classes. No, thank you.’ ‘Come on, it’s not as bad as it sounds. I will give you a tour of the compass.’ ‘Okay, but I’m sure that I’m going to regret this.’ When Mr Grenning got inside the house, Elaine was on the phone, and he waited for her to finish.

When her call had ended, he greeted her and let her know of the situation. She said, ‘So, where is the snake? Did you kill it?’ ‘The snake is in a bucket outside. It is very much alive.’ ‘So, what do we do Mr Grenning? These people want the investigation to be stopped.’ ‘I think we should contact the police. They have to know about this. These people are trying to scare you.’ ‘Okay, please call the police for me.’ Mr Grenning called the police. Jeremy went with his mother to the university, and she gave him a tour of the campus. He attended one of her lectures and he left afterwards. He went to a nearby garage to get some fuel. He was surprised to see this other woman coming towards his car. The woman said, ‘Hie Jeremy.’ ‘Hie but how do you know my name?’ he said. ‘Oh, I’m Joanne’s mother. She told me about you.’ ‘Okay. Now I know where she gets her beauty from. You look just like her.’

She smiled and said, ‘I see why my daughter fell for you. You are a charmer.’ ‘No, I’m just being honest.’ ‘Okay, Jeremy. Don’t break her heart.’ ‘Yes, ma’am. I won’t, I promise.’ ‘Good.’ The police arrived at the Walden residence. Mr Alfio and Mr Goodman were also a part of the squad. The police gathered the facts of what had transpired. This person was obviously trying to scare Mrs Walden. It was difficult for the police to find the person responsible because there wasn’t any useful information, they could use to find the culprit. Elaine apologised to the detectives for shouting at them. She suggested that she was willing to give a reward to anyone who found Luke. The detectives thought it was a good idea and they told her that they were going to add that piece of information to the already existing information. With a reward up for grabs, maybe the suspect would be found faster.

Jeremy went to hang out with his friends. From there, he made a stop at his girlfriend’s workplace. He got there towards the end of her shift. When she got to her car, she was surprised to see him waiting by her car. He hadn’t told her that he would be visiting. ‘Hey, you. What brings you here?’ she said. ‘I came to see you. What’s wrong with that?’ ‘There is nothing wrong. I’m surprised, that’s all.’ ‘Here you go.’ He handed her a plastic bag that had a juice bottle and some potato chips. ‘Thank you,’ she said. ‘Don’t mention it. I thought you might be hungry.’ ‘So, what’s the plan?’ ‘There is no plan. I’ve seen you and now I’m leaving.’ ‘Just like that.’ ‘Yeah, just like that.’ ‘Wait, let’s get into my car and talk.’ ‘Okay, I love to talk.’ They went into her car and talked for a while. When he was about to leave, he said, ‘So, I met your mother today. How did she know me?’
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