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All rights reserved.

This book or any portion thereof may not be reproduced or used in any manner whatsoever without the express written permission of the publisher except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

If you enjoyed this book, please encourage your friends to take a look at other titles by Matt Owens Rees: Thailand Take Two, A Thailand Diary, Meekness in Thai Culture, The Death of a Thai Godfather, and Escape to Thailand.

Giving a review and posting online would be appreciated. I would love to know what you think. All constructive comments are welcome. It helps me provide a tailored reader experience for all booklovers.

I can always be contacted by email at brigydon1@outlook.com and my web address is www.BestThailandBooks.com My Twitter handle is @MattOwensRees and my Facebook page is Matt Owens Rees. You may also wish to join “Discussing the Real Thailand” where members can read and discuss all things Thai related.

Thanks for taking the time to look at Christmas Reading. Please accept my gratitude for your support.
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Introduction: The Death of a Thai Godfather

Sometimes there are traces of truth and reality in works of fiction. 

Sometimes an author has to develop a plot that is based on true and actual observations by insisting that the characters and events are only the results of his imagination.

Readers may find that there are people and events in The Death of a Thai Godfather that show a close resemblance to their own observations of life in Thailand.

In any case, adopt a willing suspension of disbelief as if you are watching a thriller movie. Even some of the unbelievable scenes in the early James Bond films can now be viewed as quite creditable. A few of the “gadgets” produced by Q for Bond’s escapades have become fully functional today and we don’t blink an eye.

There are two sides to Mafias. 

The violence, the murders, the utter ruthlessness, and the absolute contempt for law and order. And yes, there are examples in some of the true accounts in The Death of a Thai Godfather.

But there is a second side, showing family loyalty and respect to those who are involved in the various businesses of the Parin empire and who become friends of the Godfather.

I acknowledge, without giving names, all those who have assisted in providing actual material when I began writing this novel. Much is also from my own observations. I am sure that many of you have made similar observations, in whatever country you live.

––––––––
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Getting to Know the Parin Family

Anilek is the forty-six year old head of the family. A market trader, well respected and liked in the local community. 

His wife, Dokmai, was crippled from a motor cycle accident which left her stressed and nervous. She rarely speaks and is 42 years old.

Jatoopawn is the eldest son. He studies art in the evenings at the local university. He is in his second year and is gay. Nok is his steady boyfriend.

Chanarong, the second eldest, is seen as a hot tempered fellow who is always in trouble. A womaniser and a bit of a tough guy. Spends a lot of time away from the family home. “On business,” he says.

Tawin is the youngest son and his ambition is to be a teacher. 

Nongkran is the only daughter and in her late twenties. She is a bit of a snob, spoilt by her father. Dates men regularly although she constantly comes back to her American soldier boyfriend, Oliver.

Pinsinnee is Tawin’s girlfriend and later becomes his wife.

Paiboon is Chanarong’s illegitimate son who is not really accepted in the family. 

Somsee, Nongkran’s daughter, later works within the family.

Dooang Jai, Tawin and Pinsinnee’s son, is still in school.

Arisart is not a blood relative but is regarded as an uncle in the family.

Chapter 1  In the Market

It had stopped raining and the market traders were uncovering their stalls to display the goods they were hoping to sell when customers returned to the narrow alleyways of the market. It was Thailand’s rainy season and sudden heavy storms were frequent.

Several times a day customers and stallholders had to hurry for shelter or they would get drenched. Sometimes the tropical gale would last for hours, more usually the heavy downpours stopped as quickly as they had come. Tonight, it had lasted twenty minutes and the rains ended just as the sun went down. The market was bathed only by a few dimly lit streetlights. The market’s own lights were not working for some inexplicable reason.

Power cuts were not uncommon. The sixty-year-old wiring was forever being patched up and makeshift repairs were the order of the day. Noppadon looked after the electrics. A 71-year-old man who had been born with a bone disease that stunted his growth. He carried out all the odd maintenance jobs in the market. No one disliked him but he was a rather grumpy individual who seldom smiled or seemed happy.

He knew Anilek but gave the impression that, for whatever reason, he did not like him. Noppadon looked at him in a sly and suspicious way all the time. Maybe that could be put down to his cantankerous and tetchy nature. Difficult to tell.

Thais use nicknames more regularly than their official names as recorded on ID cards and at the amphur, the local authority. They are given them by their parents when they are born. Sometimes they are auspicious names; sometimes they do not have any relevant meaning. Noppadon literally means “from gold.” 

Anilek felt uneasy. It was too quiet, too dark. Something was not right.

He sold lucky amulets, costume jewelry, and did a healthy trade. His customers found his prices reasonable. They were not overly expensive. Thais love strolling round street markets. The locals will shop every day for fresh food. Everyone stopped at Anilek’s stall to look at what he had to offer each day. Sometimes they would buy; sometimes they would just exchange a few friendly words before moving on. Nevertheless, they always stopped, smiled, and acknowledged him with the traditional Thai greeting, the wai. Palms of the hands close together in a prayer-like fashion and raised to face level. The greater the respect; the higher the hands are raised and the deeper the bow of the head. Everyone knew Anilek and who he was.

He was a popular market trader and had built up a loyal clientele and a reputation for quality goods. The reality was that his wares were no better than those of any other sellers. Not that he had any competition. There was an understanding that you did not pitch your stall and start selling the same goods he had for sale. That is unusual in Thailand. If you see one stall selling noodles, you can bet there will be several others close-by doing the same. In the West, stalls and shops are usually sited away from the competition.

A short but thickset man with wiry black hair, Anilek always had a smile on his face. It was both a happy and a confident smile. The smile of someone who was at peace with the world and totally at ease with himself. Everyone respected Anilek; he was a friend you could always turn to for help. If you had a dispute with the authorities or could not pay your market dues for that week, Anilek was always there with a sympathetic ear. He usually found a way to resolve your difficulty.

No one noticed anything unusual in Anilek’s manner. He was not one to display his emotions. His smile could mean anything. He was the only one who knew what was on his mind. Tonight, Anilek knew something was wrong. It was far too quiet.

After a storm, people return and slowly resume their shopping. The hustle and bustle usually builds up quite quickly. Shoppers start chattering and gossiping, rushing to get what they want to take home for their meal with the family. It was like that every evening. But not tonight. Everyone was on edge. There was an anxious atmosphere throughout the market.

It sounded like a shrill whistle. Something flew past Anilek’s right ear. A moment later, another high-pitched sound. He felt something pierce his neck. The crowd screamed as two motor cyclists raced away on their powerful machines, throwing their guns away as they disappeared into the distance.

This was a hit. Anilek collapsed. Was he dead?

​Chapter 2  Blood Everywhere

Anilek was bleeding profusely when Gew reached him just seconds later. Gew sold woven baskets on the next stall and did some freelance work as a reporter for the local paper. His stall was always pitched next to Anilek’s and they were obviously close friends. They could often be seen huddled in conversation, Anilek doing most of the talking. His facial expression and general demeanour showed he had the utmost respect for Pooyaibaan Anilek. Pooyaibaan is the name given to the village headman in Thailand and is the term used when speaking formally to a person with that authority. In fact, Anilek had never been appointed or elected as a village elder but he was called pooyaibaan nonetheless. He knew the senior community members of course and they held great store with his advice and comments. The elected pooyaibaan, Namsom, and the council were inclined to respect and go along with Anilek’s suggestions and ideas.

Within the family, Anilek was called paw Anilek, father Anilek. His wife, Dokmai, was always mae Dokmai, mother Dokmai. Thais use these polite forms every day. 

Gew was about 30 years old and slightly taller than the average Thai. Jet black hair and smiling and laughing most of the time. Nobody had ever seen him unhappy. You could not imagine anyone more laid-back. He enjoyed chatting and gossiping, always listening to what you had to say. He had studied English in university but dropped out after the first year to join Anilek in the market.

There was no trace of a pulse on Anilek’s body. No one present was experienced enough to know whether their fellow trader was dead or not. Someone had called an ambulance and his motionless and limp body was quickly laid in the back. The nurse bandaged the neck wound as soon as he was secured to the long wooden seat in the ambulance. With sirens sounding, it sped to the local hospital, 15 kilometres away.

Gew had taken Anilek’s mobile phone and tried to ring Jatoopawn, Anilek’s eldest son. The number kept ringing. That was unusual. Jatoopawn was a cell phone addict and answered all calls on the second or third ring. He was always attached to the wretched thing as if it was his umbilical cord.

He could not find the youngest son’s number but got through to Tawin via the operator. Tawin was concerned but took the news calmly. He asked for the name of the hospital and said he would go there. He told Gew to get in touch with Anoocha, a police captain that his father had often spoken of, giving him his full name and telephone number. Tawin rang off. He always gave the impression of being in control and thinking things through carefully. Tawin was not abrupt but was constantly concise and direct in conversations. No wasted words. Although the youngest, it was understood from comments and hints dropped by Anilek that Tawin would be the one to inherit the family business.

Tawin, however, had different ideas. He wanted to make his own way in life, and was training to be a teacher. He was always absorbed and busy in neighbourhood projects. Always trying to help people. In that sense, Tawin was very similar to his father. He helped kids if they had difficulty with their homework assignments. He saw the community as one big family that should stick together and help one another. Amulets and jewelry, and business generally, held no interest for him.

It took just twenty-five minutes for Tawin to get to the hospital. His father was in intensive care and still unconscious. Tawin left a message on Jatoopawn’s answering machine telling him to get to the hospital, rang his mother, and told her there had been an accident and that father was in hospital. Chanarong, the second eldest son, was in Bangkok on some business and could not be contacted. Nongkran was on a date with her American soldier boyfriend. He told her to get home to Mum. There was nothing she could usefully do at the hospital for the moment. He wanted her to bring mae Dokmai to the hospital after she had calmed her mother down. Tawin knew his mother would be shaking nervously and would be unable to cope with the news. Nongkran was the ideal person to deal with that. She was calm, persuasive, and caring. She and her mother had always got along well.

Nongkran could break the news to her gently and give her a sedative. Tawin had realised his father’s life was approaching its end and he wanted his mother to be prepared for the worst.

He loved his two elder brothers and his sister dearly and he would continue to try to contact Jatoopawn and Chanarong. For the moment, though, he just wanted to sit with his Dad. The doctors and nurses were doing all they could. They said he had a 50 50 chance. He had no medical knowledge, but Tawin did not believe them.

Tawin disliked the money side of business. There was no logic in the constant striving for success, always going for the extra baht. The weakest going to the wall. Tawin put those thoughts aside while holding his father’s hand at the bedside. Thoughts that had no place in his mind as his father’s life was slipping away before his eyes. Anilek was a good father and husband. He provided for the family. They lived modestly. Just as the majority of Thais did, in fact. They never dined out as a family and eat home cooked meals every day, seated round one table as a family. He knew little of Anilek’s finances. In truth, he knew nothing. Tawin was aware that his father could afford to pay his tuition fees at college. Anilek was proud of his son’s ambition but often hinted at his joining the family business. Tawin could never convince his Dad that that sort of life was just not for him.

He did not want his father to die so soon. He wanted the chance to make his peace with him and try to get him to understand that his ambitions to become a teacher did not mean he loved him any less. As a Thai, he would end up following his father’s wishes if he had insisted. Thais are culturally wired to do that. Living in harmony with family and community are important essentials to all Thais. The Parin family, especially, had strong views on family unity.

Tawin held his father’s hand and spoke quietly. Anilek was unconscious, making no movement. It did not matter. Tawin told him softly of his love and respect for him and the family. He would take care of Mum. He would work hard, get his teaching certificate, and there would be enough money for the family. His father could not hear him. Nevertheless, Tawin truly believed that in some mysterious way his words were reaching into his mind and that he understood his youngest son’s feelings for him.

A nurse entered and said that his sister had managed to contact the two brothers. Jatoopawn was already on his way to the hospital. Chanarong was catching the last flight out of Bangkok and would arrive around midnight. Tawin prayed they would arrive in time to say their last farewells to Dad.

How could anyone try to kill his father? What had he ever done to deserve such a fate? Tawin had never known anyone speak a bad word against him. Everyone went to Anilek for advice and help. He would lend a hand to any person in need. It was why he had so many friends.

Jatoopawn had always enjoyed drawing and painting. As an infant, he was never without a pencil or a paintbrush in his hand. His brothers could play with their toy guns and soldiers if they wanted, he was happy in his own world of creative make-believe. Anilek had no favourites amongst his children though as the first-born he had initially hoped his eldest son would follow in his footsteps. Nevertheless, he seemed to have some reservations. Was Jatoopawn strong enough to run a business and make decisions that may not always be palatable?  

He had not discouraged Jatoopawn from pursuing an artistic career and willingly paid his university tuition fees. If Jatoopawn was content in what he was doing in his life, then so was he. His sexuality was never openly debated in the family. It was his life and his father would not interfere. Certainly, nobody dared speak of it in front of Anilek.

Jatoopawn was a very secretive man, but very thoughtful and caring. He would help anyone in need. Even so, he was not to be walked over. He could be generous but was not a soft touch. Anilek had once confided to Gew that he thought Jatoopawn did not have the balls to run a family business. You needed to have a certain toughness and ruthlessness that his eldest son did not possess. 

Although in different ways, each of Anilek’s children had strength of character. All of them bonded together as one family. When they spoke, they spoke directly and without any trace of fear. Apart from Jatoopawn, all radiated confidence. You did not know what they were thinking. They kept their own counsel. Chanarong was the only possible partial exception. He sometimes said things out of turn. Not a cautious man.

Jatoopawn had a steady boyfriend though no one knew much about the relationship. Tawin did not even know his name and had never met him. His father probably knew more about his social life than he was letting on, though he never talked about it. Anilek always gave the impression of being aware of what was going on with other people before anyone else knew. It was uncanny.

And now, this remarkable man; husband, father, and friend to all, lay completely still and unconscious in a hospital bed with only his youngest son at his side. 

​Chapter 3  Raised Voices

Jatoopawn was the first of the rest of the family to arrive, five minutes later. He was shaking and started to cry. “Just hold Dad’s hand, Jatoo, and think of all the good times we had together as a family.” Tawin was trying to ease his brother’s pain. Jatoo was always a tad over-sensitive and emotional but had a heart of gold. He would instinctively rally round for any friend in trouble. He was still sobbing occasionally but he was trying to get more in command of his feelings. You never knew what Jatoopawn had on his mind. Normally, he kept a lot to himself. Discretion was his middle name. The sight of his father lying unconscious in a hospital bed was, however, too much for him.

Nongkran was next to come into the room with her mother and Oliver, her American boyfriend. Mae Dokmai went over to her husband and sat opposite Jatoo, who immediately started crying again. “He’ll be okay, Jatoo. He’s a tough old bird,” Nongkran said, holding back her own tears. She was a hard, no-nonsense person. Saying what she meant with perhaps no thought for the consequences. This trait in her character had evidently helped her prepare her mother for this hospital visit. Mae Dokmai was managing her feelings better than her eldest son.

“Oliver and I are getting married.” Tawin could not believe his ears. Nongkran could make her own choice of husband. That was up to her. Nonetheless, this was hardly the time to announce the engagement. Next week, she could well declare she had found a better fiancé. It had happened before.
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