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I am the widower of Rosemary Ellen Guiley, the co-author with Michael Brein, and the publisher of the first two books of The Road to Strange series. Rosemary sadly passed away in July 2019. Appropriately enough, I came to know Michael Brein during one of my cross-country trips to the Pacific Northwest. Michael was one of Rosemary Ellen Guiley’s many personal and professional colleagues and friends. 

When Rosemary and I married, I was quickly plunged into a whirlwind routine of travel by car, train, and automobile. I accompanied Rosemary on many of her tours and assisted with event setup, and investigations, and coordinated the logistics of our trips. Along the way, I met many fascinating people and experienced parts of the USA and England that had long been on my list of places to visit. 

The Pacific Northwest was special to Rosemary. It was where she grew up, received her education, and began her professional career as a journalist for several major newspapers. Every summer, we’d spend several weeks in her hometown of Seattle, Washington. This was our downtime; a chance to catch our breath, relax with friends and family, and take time for ourselves. 

Rosemary had told me about Michael, the world traveler, author, and Travel Psychologist. As Michael resided on nearby Bainbridge Island, naturally we got together during one of our early trips to Seattle. We quickly became friends, and Michael graciously acted as our tour guide around the island. I have fond recollections of our times together as we shared travel anecdotes in our far-ranging conversations over meals and coffee breaks.
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I Write Two Book Series

***
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Travel Tales: England, Ireland & the UK brings to you a collection of interesting travelers’ tales of their travels throughout the UK, Ireland, and particularly London and England. The travel stories are basically divided into two categories: the so-called weird stuff and the more or less regular travel stuff.

But you might ask why is the book divided in this way?

The short answer is that when asked to share their most interesting travel tales of their visits to the UK and Ireland, it is no surprise that some of the more metaphysical sorts of stories are proffered by visitors because, simply stated, the British Isles as well as Ireland have a rich history of the psychic and the paranormal.

So, it is only fitting that I provide the stories for you be they as they may since these are the tales that travelers so much want to share.

Mostly, your own London, England, UK and Ireland travel will typically be interesting and rewarding, and totally without incident, but odd things can and do happen to you at almost any turn along the way in your travels, and visiting London, the rest of the UK and Ireland certainly are no exceptions.

The Weird Stuff

I’m the “Travel Psychologist.” I originally coined the term “Travel Psychology” during my Ph.D. studies at the University of Hawaii and then became the world’s first travel psychologist. I’m also what you might call a “UFOlogist.” I study UFOs (unidentified flying objects) or UAP, as they are often referred to (unidentified aerial phenomena). 

I’ve been the State Director for Hawaii and Ambassador-at-Large for MUFON (the Mutual UFO Network), the largest UFO research organization in the United States, with a significant worldwide presence as well. 

For over five decades, I have crisscrossed and traveled the world several times over seeking and interviewing nearly 2,000 travelers, adventurers, and other willing contributors, collecting and recording all the while, nearly 10,000 accounts of all sorts of things that have happened to them. And I’ve delved into the deeper psychological aspects of their experiences. 

Typically, I’ve asked people to share some of their most interesting experiences with me, be they in their travels or during their relatively mundane day-to-day lives as well.

Interestingly, about five percent are about strange things that have occurred to them, whether of a psychic nature or highly strange things they’ve seen on the ground or in the skies.

It has become apparent that many people get far more than they anticipate either from travel or while living their daily lives; they’ve had highly strange, unusual experiences of a psychic nature or even of a mystical or spiritual kind.

I had to learn about them. I saw common themes running through their accounts. These reports fascinated me, and so I began a special collection of them, forging new territory in the UFO and paranormal lore that had been largely ignored and neglected by mainstream scientists.

Combining both a social science background with personally experiencing the paranormal myself, I bring to the fore a rare combination of both scientist and experiencer of the strange and unordinary. 

I bring both scientific rigor into the equation plus the openness and wonderment of someone who has actually had psychic experiences beyond the normal pale and one who also suspects that our scientific paradigms of the day are not the be-all, end-all of knowing and explaining all there is. 

And I want to add, that I’ve not had just one experience with the paranormal; I’ve had many. Thus, I bring together in one person — someone not only trained to research, observe, and document as social scientists typically do, but one who’s also open and eager to understand better the unknown which looms just outside the normal bounds of science as we now know it. 

Listening to the psychic, UFO, and high-strangeness accounts of others presents the reader with new and unique events that are often both eye-opening and awesome — just as life itself tends to be.

It’s largely through the novel experiences offered by travel and adventure and curiosity we achieve more personal growth and gain a better understanding of realities that we perhaps never knew existed. This aspect of life, as expanded by these apparently new realities, is nothing short of a paradigm-shifter. 

Travel is mind-opening and mind-bending. Maybe it takes the travel experience — namely the condensing, collapsing, and speeding up of time and space, the rush of novelty, all impacting on us at once at every turn — to pry open the portals to the unknown.

Imagine the degree of impact that a travel-related paranormal event can have on one’s life by events happening to anyone from all walks of life, regardless of the belief in the supernatural.

An experience of the strange, the psychic, or the highly strange — an occurrence that appears to go beyond the normal reach of our ordinary lives — is nothing less than a paradigm bender as well.

Sometimes we need such a mind-bending experience of the supernatural to give us the wake-up call, “Hey. Pay attention. There’s more going on in life than you think.” 

Some people in our (The) Road to Strange book series acknowledge they have life histories of the paranormal, UFOs, and other highly strange, unusual experiences. Such is the case with me, as I have had many episodes of premonitions, precognitive dreams, psychic phenomena, synchronicities, and more throughout my life. I call this gift my “Inner Psychic.”

Others in our Road to Strange series say they’ve had, for most of their lives, no extraordinary particular psychic sense, and some even profess to be skeptical — that is, until their own strange experiences opened their eyes.

The stories in The Road to Strange series The Contiguous Universe and A Psychic Reader, are not intended to prove UFOs, extraterrestrials, the paranormal, or the highly strange are real. My purpose is to show that these experiences not only do happen, but they happen often, and, yes, they happen to you, and to me, too. You and I are not alone in our experiences. It happens more often than you know. 

The true stories presented in our four-book Road to Strange series are a compelling mix of topics such as ghosts, premonitions, déjà vu, synchronicity, mysticism, spirituality, past lives, and reincarnation, clairvoyance, telepathy, black magic, psychic readings, poltergeists, space-time warps, sacred sites, phantom persons, out-of-body experiences, and more. And a number of the stories included in these books are of people who have also reported UFO accounts.

UFO and psychic experiences take place in exotic locations all over the planet, and under all kinds of circumstances. They even happen up close and personal in your own home. Listening to these accounts may help you better understand some of the strange events in your own lives and may open you up even more to the unknown during your forthcoming life adventures.

Perhaps you’ve had experiences along The Road to Strange yourself. Listen to the Afterword to submit your own stories for one of my upcoming volumes.

So, it is no surprise, that you will find stories of the metaphysical, the paranormal, and UFOs as well here in Travel Tales: England, Ireland & the UK simply because they are, indeed, a part of the landscape for citizens and visitors alike.

The More or Less Travel Stuff

By becoming The Travel Psychologist, I’ve got an entirely different take on travel, even more so than anyone I’ve ever read on the subject, an approach different from anyone else’s who’s come before me: I look at the subject of travel in a distinctly different manner than nearly anyone else. Oh yeah, of course, ordinary people and writers on travel have thought about and written about travel from all conceivable points of view for eons, no less.

But no one I know has distinctly looked at travel from a social scientific point of view as I have, by becoming the world’s first travel psychologist — a person who’s approached the subject from a social science point of view — is a first that I am distinctly proud to say that I’ve accomplished this.

My approach has been different from those who’ve come before me, namely, that you can study travel as a form of behavior with all its aspects from the point of view of a social scientist, namely, by asking this very simple question: “Say, what’s travel all about from the standpoint of psychology?”

Oh, yes, I’ve studied all sorts of courses as part of my Ph.D. curriculum including some firsts, such as the psychology of being a Peace Corps Volunteer or the spatial aspects of the behavior of the traveler, or non-verbal and verbal communication of travelers to exotic countries and with the hosts of these countries.

Indeed, my studies led me to study a variety of exotic languages such as Chinese, Japanese, Indonesian — and even the study of Tongan, the official language of Tonga — during my stint as a psychologist with the Peace Corps at the University of Hawaii’s training site for volunteers who were eventually on their way to Tonga. I was right there with the volunteers themselves, yep... five hours a day, studying the Tongan language right along with them. People said,


“This Michael Brein is a curious fellow, not only studying the Tongan language five hours a day right along with the trainees themselves but even, indeed, becoming quite the character — even you might say, a teachers’ pet, of sorts, earning the reputation of becoming the most proficient in learning Tongan even among all the volunteers, themselves. Oh yeah, this Michael Brein distinguished himself, all right, in also becoming a curious student of a subject that no one ever formally studied before — the psychology of travel ”





Finally, I even wrote a formal paper on the psychology of travel that even made it into the prestigious psychological journal at the time: The Psychological Bulletin. I was the rare graduate student who could claim such an accomplishment. The title of the article “Intercultural Communication and the Adjustment of the Sojourner,” translates to: “The Psychology of Travel.”

Thus began my career of nearly five decades of interviewing travelers however I could find them, set them down, and then record their stories. But why you might ask? Simply this: I’ve always figured the best way to study the psychology of travel is to simply ask for (and record) the travelers’ tales. And thus began the True Travel Tales series that you are listening to in this audiobook.

“Thanks to Michael Brein... to be the pioneer of this field.”
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Travel Tales: England, Ireland & the UK

***
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In my True Travel Tales book series, I’ve collected so many fascinating stories of all the sorts of things that happen to travelers. Indeed of the nearly 2,000 travelers whom I have interviewed over nearly five decades, I’ve collected and chronicled the phenomenal, the good, the wonderful, and fascinating sorts of things that happen to travelers.

I’ve recorded as well for posterity their best stories in the form of ebooks, paperbacks, and audiobooks, just about anything and everything noteworthy that defines what the travel experience is all about.

And along with these stories I’ve noted as well some of the not-so-good and not-so-wonderful sorts of risks and dangers of travel that do sometimes happen to travelers. You might say I’ve studied and analyzed as best as I could the essence of travel safety and security issues of traveling abroad to countries around the world.

The books in my True Travel Tales series also include travel stories of pickpocketing, theft, robberies, con games and scams, and even close calls and great escapes — the sorts of situations that some travelers may face in their adventures.

Many stories are about the wondrous aspects of travel as well such as the fascinating, and even sometimes paranormal and the psychic aspects of travel, and, yes, even the strange and the bizarre. Some travel tales even involve travelers’ mysterious experiences of UFOs.

And not by any means the least, a few books in the series involve include the funniest of travelers’ tales gathered by me.

Finally, two books in the series contain the most interesting travel encounters with the wildlife of the world that travelers have encountered in their marvelous adventures.

One book in the series, namely, Travel Tales: Wild Animals contains the most interesting encounters of travelers with wildlife all around the world. And this current book, Travel Tales: The African Safari Reader distills for the reader exclusively and specifically a collection of the fascinating encounters of travelers with the wildlife of Africa while on photo safaris.

Thus, because so many travelers go on safari to Africa, the wildlife experience of Africa warranted its own book dedicated to Africa’s abundance of wild animals in particular because so many people especially enjoy traveling to Africa to view and interact with them.

And not the least important point of this book is that Africa’s wildlife needs to be fully enjoyed and viewed safely and securely.

Simply put, Mother Nature has endowed Africa with a simply unimaginable abundance of wildlife so varied, and so rich in number and variety.

Along with the beauty of nature comes an important caveat: it is to be sure also a potentially dangerous world out there, so to be enjoyed to the maximum one must be aware of and prepare as best as one can to deal with the risks and dangers of travel of which there are potentially many. 

For the most part, you will travel to Africa’s wilds safely and securely, but only if you are careful and vigilant. And it is to this end that Travel Tales: The African Safari Reader hopes to prepare you with good examples of how to view and experience wildlife as safely and securely as possible.

Fear and Loathing in Travel 

These are the true travel tales of travelers having had at times some very close calls and great escapes throughout their travels around the world. Indeed, some of their encounters have not ended so well, and some could have been much worse. Some travelers have been lucky, and sadly, some travelers have not.

Some travelers have experienced inordinate fear and anxiety over their close calls. However, if one can say that the “inexperienced life is not worth living,” some travelers have pushed their lives to the max and can say — and some may even boast — “I’ve seen and done it all, be it even sometimes at great risk ” 

There is no thrill, no excitement, no exhilaration so great as that which brings a mortal soul to the very edge, to the very brink of danger, and yet to be able to extract oneself safely at that very last instant from the razor’s edge — that very fine line — between safety and mortal danger.

The Psychology of Travel 

Over the last five decades, I've interviewed nearly 2,000 world travelers. I’m weaving their 10,000 or so fantastic travel tales into a psychology of travel as revealed by their very telling stories.

These are travelers I've met on planes, trains, buses, ships, tours, safaris, and in campgrounds, cafes, and pubs who’ve freely shared their most personal travel tales with me, which I, in turn, get to share with you now through my True Travel Tales book series.

Each book in the collection features noteworthy travel tales of a particular kind, all on a specific travel theme, or country. The travel stories that appear in the True Travel Tales series are but waypoints to understanding in a broader way the very psychology of travel.

Travel tales are told here — but with this one unique difference — with my being the world's first travel psychologist, you get more of the psychological pay dirt behind the incredible travel tales as told to me by these wonderful world travelers.

Lastly, there’s always a little bit of room for levity and humor, too. Indeed, some close calls and great escapes are not life-threatening at all but are even embarrassing or funny, for they are not so much the tales of impending potentially life-threatening disasters, but rather of embarrassing and oft those unforgettable moments as well.

Thus, a few such tales are interspersed here and there if only to give a brief respite by way of a smile or a laugh from accounts that will likely take your breath away.

Briefly, Some of the Books

In the True Travel Tales Series

Travel Tales: Women Alone The #MeToo of Travel

Is an important book about close calls and often enough without escapes of women being sexually harassed and assaulted while traveling overseas. Not only are sexual misbehavior reports becoming increasingly told by women passengers during air travel within the U.S., but the recent #MeToo phenomenon has now empowered more women to speak up regarding such incidents around the world. The result is we are hearing more about it, especially regarding foreign travel.

Travel Tales: Close Calls & Great Escapes

Is a two-volume set of travelers who have found themselves in a variety of difficult situations and have managed to extricate themselves from danger.

Travel Tales: Con Games, Scams & Ripoffs

Is about the variety of sketchy schemes perpetrated by con and ripoff artists usually on unaware travelers finding themselves in compromising situations that require quick action on their part to avoid becoming unwilling targets.

Travel Tales: Pickpockets & Other Thieves

Is about the variety of ways unaware travelers allow themselves to become distracted so that they are pickpocketed and robbed of their money, passports, and possessions by unscrupulous thieves thereby becoming victims.

Travel Tales: Wild Animals

Is a complete collection of wildlife tales of travelers viewing wild animals worldwide. Sometimes travelers have very scary interactions with wildlife getting themselves into and out of troublesome situations. Unfortunately, some travelers find themselves in unsafe situations.

These are travelers’ close encounters with wild animals throughout Africa, India, and Nepal, as well as the Americas, Oceania, the Middle East, and Asia, and include their accounts of encounters with lions, tigers, snakes, hippos, elephants, Cape buffalos, Alligators, crocodiles, dogs, bulls, monkeys, baboons, hyenas, birds of prey, cougars, bears, and even sharks, scorpions, snakes, nasty insects and more are included.

Travel Tales: Getting Away with It — Or Almost!

Is about what mischief travelers get away with doing to other travelers as well as the locals themselves. Sometimes you succeed and sometimes you don't. This book collects the curious and funny situations travelers sometimes get themselves into that they'd normally not do at home.

This book includes the true tales of things travelers try to get away with while free of the controls of their normal daily lives at home.

While traveling, you often strive to be all you can be, good or bad, sometimes rightly or wrongly. You behave, after all, often just to see if you can do it — if you can get away with it! 

You are an 'Actor' playing roles you'd never dream of doing back at home. You might try foods or drinks you'd never dream of consuming back home. Or you might steal ashtrays, bathrobes, hotel keys, and even license plates as souvenirs that you'd never dream of doing back home. You might try to get into places without paying. You might pretend to be someone you're not, like crashing a party given by a famous movie star. You might try to sneak around the Metro without paying, not because you didn't have the money, but because you just wanted to see if you could do it. 

This Book:

Travel Tales: England, Ireland & the UK

Is a collection of travel stories of one of the travel world’s most favorite destinations, if not certainly among the world’s handful of the most popularly visited places anywhere. Without a doubt, London, England, the rest of the UK as well as Ireland are to be sure among my most favorite destinations in all the world.

And I love each and every visit I have ever made to this area of the world that is rich in ancient cultures which have a metaphysical overlay to their modern-day equivalents.

I got to know London particularly well when I researched it for my travel guide series to sightseeing by public transportation (Michael Brein’s guide to London by the Underground).

England, Scotland, and Wales as well as Ireland, particularly are indeed among the world’s most frequently visited tourist meccas.

Why? You might ask. Oh, for at least two very good reasons: 1) many Americans have their ancestral roots here, and 2) that English is spoken as the main language here strips engendering much easier communication for English speakers, due to, of course, the similarity of the languages spoken here, which is both comforting and convenient.

To be sure, with its marvelous pubs and dining, phenomenal museums, and other sights London and the rest of the UK and Ireland certainly do not disappoint. London, along with Paris, may very well be the most popular visited duo fairly contiguous cities in all of Europe as well as the British Isles and the rest of the world for that matter. 

There is nothing more popular and pleasurable than to sample the phenomenal pubs and pub food as well as the rest of the food and drink that the UK and Ireland have to offer. Here you’ll find many examples of exquisite fine dining that you will simply not find anywhere else literally at your fingertips or footsteps.

All told, this book is the sum total of our daily experimentation with being often one or the other or both the ‘tourist’ or the more seasoned and experienced ‘Traveler.’

And quite often the distinction blurs as we engage in the ridiculous behaviors of the oft hilarious and embarrassing comings and goings of crazy stupit scoundrels on their (our) own National Lampoon-like (summer) ‘Vacations’ who cannot seem to help themselves (ourselves) by behaving at times as the crazy, stupit ugly Americains who we sometimes cannot help but be!

It is also one of our purposes of the True Travel Tales series to provide a cross-section of travel life in the world’s most popular cities and countries, along with the good comes sometimes a portion of the bad as well.

In the True Travel Tales series, we aim to pull no punches. You’ll see the good and best sides of the UK and Ireland, and may also perhaps sample a bit of the slightly disquieting aspects that are also part of the cycle of life in such a diverse area that comprise the UK and Ireland as well as a large metropolitan city as London. But negative travel occurrences in this area of the world are very few and far between when compared to other tourist destinations covered by the True Travel Tales book series.

DISCLAIMER 

Please know that some stories in the True Travel Tales series may possibly include graphic, unpleasant, disturbing, harsh language, or sexually explicit material.

And some stories may not be for the squeamish at heart. This book is aimed at a mature adult audience. Yet, some material ought to be communicated clearly and responsibly to younger and relatively inexperienced travelers who could benefit by knowing how to travel more safely and securely.

No story in the series is meant to depict any country, people, gender, race, culture, or religion in a negative light. Good and bad things can and do happen anywhere and to anyone.

Finally, some stories may be repeated and appear in other books in the True Travel Tales series depending on the countries and subject matter covered where appropriate.
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Part 1: The Normal
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The More Normal Side of UK & Ireland Travel

***
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Aka “The Normal Stuff!”
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“Jeannie! Jeannie!”
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A Tale of Two Yorkies

***
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As told to me by Jack Crampon and his wife, Lillian. We were visiting a little hotel that some Scottish friends of ours owned near Dundee, Scotland, and I decided that I'd like to have a little Yorkie.

It’s a little dog. Do you know what a little Yorkshire terrier is? They're darling little dogs... very gay, very charming, very bright, and that's where they originate.

We went to someone who breeds them, and he was very careful to learn as much about us as he could before he would trust us with one of his puppies. And finally, he let us have one we chose.

Now, this little dog weighed only about 11 lbs. She was tiny. She would weigh as much as 41 lbs, however, when she would be fully grown.

He (the breeder) was a very little man, not quite five feet tall. When I asked him the puppy's name, he replied, ‘Elizabeth.’

To tell you the truth, I must admit, I was a little taken aback. I said,“ELIZABETH?”

He drew himself up to his full 4' 10" stature and replied staunchly, “Madam, she was named for the Queen!”

Really now! Where else could this have happened?

And, if that were not enough, I bought a second one!

This one I named ‘Jeannie.’

He gave me a little leash, and I put it on her collar and took her back to the hotel. I then took the leash off, put her on the floor, and, “Oh, my God!” she started to walk off; I noticed she wasn't following me.

So, of course, I turned around immediately and called out, “JEANNIE! JEANNIE!”

Wouldn’t you know it? Half of the women sitting in the hotel lobby all turned around immediately at once to look.

Apparently ‘Jeannie’ is a common name in Scotland! So I stopped calling her Jeannie immediately and called her ‘Bonnie’ instead. After that, I didn't have to worry about calling her Jeannie not knowing whether anyone was going to turn around or not.

A Cheshire Cat

Bigtime!

As told to me by Judy Coulson. Okay. It was in 1978. I was backpacking through England, Scotland, and Wales with my roommate. We spent a month backpacking.

I was in London, England, and I was looking for a public bathroom. And we went down these small stairs into this tiny little bathroom.

And as we walked in, to the left was this basket with this big huge, stuffed Cheshire Cat. You know, the real English Cheshire cat.

And people were waiting, so I just stood there. And as I looked over, I noticed the cat's eyes were following me.

It was a live cat!

And it was it weighed some 56 pounds!

They found him as a kitten. He wandered into the bathroom one day, and the loo ladies, the little attendance ladies just started feeding him.

It terrified me at first because I guess the eyes just started tracking me. But truth be told, it was wonderful. That was fun. I wish I'd had a camera.
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Lolling About England
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Ferry Landing, Arriving in England

***
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By author Michael. This was the late 1980s. There's nothing like literally rolling into England off the cross-channel ferry. I cannot, for the life of me, start my VW bus. So I am left in the embarrassing position of having to push my bus off the ship into the UK with the help of a few bystanders.

As you can imagine, this does not sit very well with the UK immigration officials who, apparently, not only do not feel very much like welcoming a near-defunct vehicle to their shores but the occupant — namely, ME — as well.

“We're going to do an unauthorized inspection right now,” he says, as my vehicle is pushed over to the sidelines. Now, he is not particularly friendly to me, to begin with, albeit businesslike.

I don't exactly know what this means, and so he commences to do a cursory examination of the innards of my van. What would he do if he found something he did not like? Push the van (and me) into the sea, I wonder?

In any event, despite his mal-intentions, nothing untoward is found, and after a little bit of tinkering with the bus, I do indeed manage to set off eventually on my way, although not feeling at all very welcomed to jolly, sunny England.
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Dirty Laundry: Lost and Found
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Pantaloons Take a European Vacation!

***
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“What do I do? Do I wash it? Do I throw it away? Do I readdress it and send it to America?”

As told to me by Eric Mendoza. A young American couple was honeymooning in Europe in the early 1960s. In the course of their travels, they finished up in Paris with a lot of dirty laundry.

They found I think, it was far too expensive to have it laundered in Paris, so they decided to carry it on with them to England and do it themselves. They were traveling by train and boat.

When they got to Calais, they realized that they had lost their laundry somewhere en route, and notified the lost property office of the French Railways (the venerable SNCF).

Ours was the only address they knew in England, so they gave our address as a contact for the French railways.

We saw them when they got to London and spent a pleasant time with them. They told us about all of this, and there the matter rested, with their laundry floating around somewhere in France.

Some months later we received a letter from the lost property office at Boulogne — a very nicely written letter in perfect English — advising us that the laundry had been found and that, in fact, they were dispatching a bag of laundry to us. Dirty laundry, of course!

I would say that there were roughly six weeks from the loss of it to their notification to us.

But we've still not received the laundry! Oh, it's on the way to us from somewhere. I can't think where it could be, in fact, so we've got a bag of dirty laundry coming to us. It's floating about. I'm not quite sure where.

My wife wondered, What do I do? Do I wash it? Do I throw it away? Do I readdress it and send it to America?

Because it's quite old, this laundry by now.

Finally, it arrived. Opening the bag was awful — with its foul, evil smell emanating.
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The Greek Mechanic
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Words to the Wise

***
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By author Michael: It was in Athens, Greece in 1976. ‘Beware of Greeks bearing gifts,’ they say, and I say as well. But if you consider the advice of an expert Greek car mechanic who has just finished servicing your VW bus a ‘gift’ as such, I tell you; you dutifully had better take it under very good advisement.

I did not, however. 

He asked, “Where are you going?”

I responded, “England.” 

“You're not going to make it!” he tersely replied. 

“Ah, nah...,” I retorted, “I'll be just fine. It'll be okay. No problema,” and set out on my way, anyway.

Well, he was wrong! Sort of.

I DID, in fact, make it to England. But some 10 miles out from my destination, the engine red light came on; the van shuttered to a complete stop; and my VW bus was, for all intents and purposes, D E A D!

Oh boy, did I want to be right about the van!

How arrogant was I to give any credence to even the slightest doubt to the wise advice of a seasoned expert mechanic that knew his stuff! Should I have done more to the van while I was in Greece?

I certainly chose not to, and there were indeed consequences for this decision. I proceeded to have my bus towed to the nearest major car repair in the area. The cylinder was blown beyond repair.

But I tell you, the news was not at all bad. It seems that, in that era, you could simply replace one VW bus engine with another, and that's exactly what I did. And for very little money, actually. I think it cost somewhere in the range of $300.

It was as if I had a brand-new bus!

Perhaps I should have renamed my bus, “Lucky,” eh?
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The Forgotten Bag
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Over Zealously Cautious

***
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By author Michael. If my experience with my stolen backpack in Amsterdam was enough to make the ‘Innocent’ in me more aware of my possessions in my travels, another unintended consequence of being the ‘Victim’ in such a theft experience is a kind of supra-awareness of even others' possessions as well. So much so, that you may even think that I obsess over this sort of thing. I mean, this isn't exactly a bad thing — but my life was changed by that theft forever!

All too often now, I am very aware of those left handbags on the arms of chairs and of those left laptops in coffee shops, when the owners simply ignore them to go off and do other tasks. And I've found and returned to people on numerous occasions, wallets, gloves, hats, and more that I've found.

And, once even, this sort of enabling attitude did get me in trouble. Well, ‘trouble’ is not the right choice of words. Let's just say that the ‘Fool’ in me shone brightly on that day.

So, in the mid-2000s, on the ferry crossing the channel from France to England I spotted a bag that I thought a lady forgot, so I chased her down and handed it to her. 

The look on her face exhibited pure incredulity. “Huh? Hmm,” she went as she examined the parcel and laughed aloud as she then handed it right back to me. “It's a life preserver from the boat!” she laughed.

“Thankfully, I don't need it today.”

I slinked off in embarrassment.
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The World’s Most Beautiful Toilet
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Almost too True to be Used

***
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As told to me by Jack Crampon. This is probably the most unusual if not the most beautiful toilet experience I’ve ever encountered. My wife and I were in England, and we decided to take a few days off and go to Scotland. We took a train up there, and we took a bus back. We wanted to stop at a few places en route on the way back.
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