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            Introduction

          

        

      

    

    
      In a world without introductions, you wouldn’t be reading this sentence. And yet, you are reading this sentence, because how else would you know you’d never read it in a world without introductions?

      Ah, I see we’ve entered a paradox. Let’s try a different tack.

      In a world without introductions, you wouldn’t know what to expect from this book. As you’ll soon discover, it’s all about hypotheticals. In the most thoughtful, humorous, and sometimes inane manner I can muster, I’ve brainstormed several topics that make me wonder what life would be like in their absence. I’ve further divided them into five parts, mostly as an excuse to include the upcoming silly imagery.

      I dictated many of these chapters on my phone while driving to and from work, so if you notice any out-of-place exclamations, e.g. “You got someplace to be, hotshot?”, that’s why.

      I mentioned paradoxes earlier, and the paradox of this book is its genre. It’s listed as nonfiction, since we’re exploring real-world topics, yet by imagining worlds without them, we envision not only what isn’t, but what could be. Robert Heinlein might call that speculative fiction.

      Whatever we end up calling it, it began with some musings about William Shakespeare and concluded with a chapter on sequels. There’s much more to come between both. I hope you enjoy it all.

      
        
        - From a kitchen table in the Adirondacks,

        Kyle A. Massa, New Year’s Day 2025
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            William Shakespeare

          

        

      

    

    
      The first story I read to my daughter Sasha was The Tragedy of Macbeth. Don’t tell CPS.

      Reading Shakespeare got me thinking…what would the world be like without him? And I don’t mean the conspiracy theory Shakespeare-didn’t-write-his-own-plays thing. Instead, I’m wondering how different our lives would be if the Bard never existed.

      So, in a world without William Shakespeare…

      We’d Be More Skeptical Of Rushed Vegas Weddings Officiated By Elvis Impersonators

      I mean, I suppose we already are skeptical of those. But no one would rationalize it by saying, “It’s just like Romeo and Juliet!” This means dating shows like The Bachelor wouldn’t exist, and we’d all be healthier.

      There’d Be A Sizable Gap In English Class Lesson Plans

      Speaking of Romeo and Juliet, we spent weeks on that play in high school. We also read Julius Caesar. And once I started college (shoutout to the Ithaca Bombers), I took an entire class devoted to Shakespeare. Without him, what would all our English teachers do?

      Probably teach more John Steinbeck, which would be disastrous for us all. I assure you, there’s no more depressing author in the English language. Take The Pearl, for instance, which is about a dude who discovers a big-ass pearl, won’t surrender it, then gets his infant son killed as a result.

      High school kids are emotional enough. They don’t need gloomy stories like this making them even more emo. And though I’ll admit Shakespeare can be a downer sometimes, at least he’s got pizazz in his catalog, too. Speaking of which…

      Amanda Bynes, Julia Stiles, Channing Tatum, Joseph Gordon-Levitt, And Heath Ledger Wouldn’t Be Famous

      Amanda Bynes and Channing Tatum starred in the 2006 romantic comedy She’s the Man, a film which kick-started both their careers. Likewise, Julia Stiles, Heath Ledger, and Joseph Gordon-Levitt rocketed to stardom thanks to their roles in the 1999 romantic comedy 10 Things I Hate About You.

      What do these films have in common? They’re modern adaptations of Shakespeare’s plays.

      She’s the Man is adapted from Twelfth Night and 10 Things I Hate About You is adapted from The Taming of the Shrew. So, without the plays, we wouldn’t have the movies. Without the movies, we wouldn’t have the star-making performances. And without the performances, we wouldn’t have the stars. That means no Ledger’s Joker in The Dark Knight, no Stiles’s Nicky Parsons in the Bourne films, and no Tatum’s Magic Mike in Magic Mike.

      I suppose we could live without that last one, but I know my wife would be disappointed. Sorry, Sara.

      Ray Bradbury’s 1962 Novel Something Wicked This Way Comes Would Need A New Title

      Because Ray borrowed the phrase from Macbeth. It’s a better title than, say, Evil Carnies Attack!

      The 2011 Animated Disney Film Gnomeo & Juliet Wouldn’t Exist

      To the disappointment of nobody.

      Led Zeppelin’s “Stairway to Heaven” Would Be Short A Second Line

      Robert Plant paraphrased Shakespeare’s “All that glisters is not gold” from The Merchant of Venice. Might I suggest “All those wrinkles mean you’re old” as a replacement?

      We’d Be Without Many Other Useful Phrases, Too

      No more “wild-goose chase,” which comes from Romeo and Juliet. Tough to replace that one, since “uncontrollable pheasant pursuit” just doesn’t have the same ring.

      No more “it’s all Greek to me,” which comes from Julius Caesar and is often employed by the non-gambling populace when sports bettors say things like, “I’m taking the Cowboys laying 13-and-a-half over the Giants at -500 odds, because the Giants are a dumpster fire.” (P.S. I am a Giants fan.)

      No more “break the ice,” which comes from The Taming of the Shrew. This absence would leave college orientation leaders and first-time Tinder dates bereft of an important concept.

      English Would Have Fewer Words

      To demonstrate this point, here’s a brief and nonsensical story for you:

      
        
        I was undressing in my bedroom, inwardly questioning whether my outfit was fashionable, when I heard something downstairs. It wasn’t inaudible, but it was soft; a lonely yelping, just on the edge of hearing.

        So I hurried downstairs, my heart thumping, and when I turned the corner, I saw something obscene: An alligator eating my breakfast. The damn thing must’ve slipped through the open window!

        “Well aren’t you nervy?” I growled.

        The alligator only shrugged. “I may be jaded, lonely, and even a little zany. But at least I’m not totally worthless—unlike that outfit you’re wearing. I don’t mean to be a critic, but really, honey. By the way, do you have any skim milk?”

      

      

      I know alligators can’t shrug, or speak, and they might be lactose-intolerant. But that’s not the point of this exercise. Here’s the same story again, minus the words credited to Shakespeare:

      
        
        I was _____ in my _____, inwardly _____ whether my outfit was _____, when I heard something _____. It wasn’t _____, but it was soft; a _____ _____, just on the edge of hearing.

        So I _____ _____, my heart thumping, and when I turned the corner, I saw something _____: An _____ eating my breakfast. The damn thing must’ve slipped through the open window!

        “Well aren’t you _____?” I growled.

        The _____ only shrugged. “I may be _____, _____, and even a little _____. But at least I’m not totally _____—unlike that outfit you’re wearing. I don’t mean to be a _____, but really, honey. By the way, do you have any _____ _____?”

      

      

      He also invented the verb “puking,” which is the perfect word for what it describes.

      We’d Be Missing Some Sick Burns

      I’ve never called anyone an “elvish-mark’d, abortive, rooting hog,” but someday I might need to.

      The World Would Be Far Less Fancy

      Thank you, William Shakespeare, for all the plays, phrases, insults, and more. The world could’ve done without The Bachelor franchise, but to borrow a witticism from you, all’s well that ends well.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            Left-Handers

          

        

      

    

    
      I wrote this chapter in honor of National Left Handers Day, a sacred celebration when the world unites to venerate those who smudge ink when they write.

      I myself am a southpaw. Technically. My wife Sara has dubbed me a “fake lefty,” since all I do with my left hand is write, eat, and hit baseballs. Everything else is righty. Yes, even that.

      …What? No, not that! This is a family-friendly book.

      Whether you’re a pure lefty or a fake, this is your chapter. Let’s remind everyone what they’d be missing without us. In a world without left handers…

      No More Mona Lisa, Vitruvian Man, Or Last Supper


      All those images were illustrated by the left hand of one Mr. Leonardo da Vinci. I don’t know enough about art to speculate on the butterfly effect, but I do know this: Without da Vinci, there’s no Da Vinci Code, neither book nor movie. And without them, where else would you see an albino dude flagellating himself?

      The Leftorium Would Close

      Even faster than it did on that Simpsons episode. Justice for Flanders.

      Hyrule Would Be Screwed

      Hyrule is the classic setting of Nintendo’s Legend of Zelda video games, and I gotta say, it’s a kingdom with more problems than Europe during the Middle Ages. Something’s always going wrong, and it’s always up to Link, a southpaw pointy-eared swordsman, to fix it. Good thing he’s got that little freak Tingle on his side.

      The New York Yankees Would’ve Won Four Consecutive World Series

      Sports fans will remember the Yankees’ improbable loss to the Arizona Diamondbacks in the 2001 World Series after winning three straight in the years prior. This defeat was in no small part thanks to Randy Johnson, a.k.a. the Big Unit. (That nickname sounds vaguely dirty, especially for a guy with the surname “Johnson.”) The Big Unit is a lefty, and without him, the Diamondbacks would’ve lost the series.

      Don’t believe me? Well, in that best-of-seven contest, guess how many games Johnson won? Three.

      (I could end this section with a raunchy joke, but I’ll abstain.)

      The Term “Southpaw” Would Not Exist

      Speaking of baseball, that’s where this delightful word (probably) originates. Although some dispute this story, here it is: Old-timey fields were designed for batters to face east, thereby avoiding a setting-sun-in-the-eyes situation. On such a field, pitchers faced west, meaning left-handed pitching arms pointed south. Hence, southpaw. Without left handers, you wouldn’t have this fun anecdote to share at your next party.

      Early 2010s NFL Discourse Would’ve Been Drastically Different

      Back then, every national TV and radio sports show began with the same question: Is Tim Tebow good?

      He was one of the greatest college football players of all time. That much seemed certain. Yet Tebow didn’t find the same success in the NFL, aside from one thrilling playoff game against the Pittsburgh Steelers in 2012, when he threw for 316 yards and completed 31.6% of his passes, both of which matched his favorite Bible verse, John 3:16.

      Tebow throws left-handed. So does the 3:16 game prove that lefties are God’s chosen people? I’ll have to ask him. Let me get back to you…

      The Plot Of The Film Yesterday Would Become Reality

      Disclaimer: I have never seen this movie—but I have seen the trailer. Basically, a guy wakes up to find he’s the only person who remembers the Beatles.

      In a world without lefties, there would be no Paul McCartney, and without Paul, the Beatles would never have been the Beatles. I mean, “Helter Skelter”? “When I’m Sixty-Four”? “Penny Lane”? “FourFiveSeconds”? These are classics, people.

      Of course, if you subscribe to the conspiracy theory that Paul died in 1966 and was replaced with a doppelgänger by MI5, you’ve been living in a world without Paul all along. I wonder if anybody told Ringo…

      Modern Guitarists Would Stink

      While we’re on the topic of musicians, if you’ve ever played an electric guitar, you’ve been influenced by Jimi Hendrix—you just might not know it. And Mr. Hendrix was, of course, a lefty. (As the apocryphal story goes, his first guitar was a right-handed instrument strung upside down.)

      How many guitarists did Hendrix inspire? The list is endless, but here are several you probably know:

      
        
          	
        John Frusciante of the Red Hot Chili Peppers
      

      	
        Slash of Guns N’ Roses
      

      	
        Lenny Kravitz
      

      	
        Stevie Ray Vaughan
      

      	
        John Mayer
      

      

      

      Look, I know people have come around on John Mayer since he toured with Dead & Company. But next time you’re in a grocery store and you hear “Your Body Is a Wonderland,” you’ll think to yourself, A world without lefties would stink, but at least I wouldn’t have to hear that god-awful song again.

      Half Of All Life In The Universe Would’ve Been Saved

      If you followed the Marvel Cinematic Universe from 2008 to 2019, you’ll remember supervillain Thanos collecting a bunch of shiny gems to accessorize his golden glove. You know Thanos: The big fella with the wrinkly chin and approximate skin tone of a plum. His quest was wiping out half of all life in the universe, making the Infinity Stones and Infinity Gauntlet the MacGuffinest of all MacGuffins.

      When Thanos finally assembled his jewelry and snapped his fingers, did you notice which hand he snapped with? That’s right—his left. The deaths were sad, but the memes were great.

      The Archangel Gabriel Would Not Exist

      Because, according to a reliable source (2004 action-adventure masterpiece Van Helsing), Gabriel is the left hand of God. He’s reincarnated into the form of Van Helsing himself, who’s played by Hugh Jackman, proving God is an excellent casting director.

      By the way, God still hasn’t gotten back to me about the chosen people thing. I think he changed his number.

      Say So Long To Caesar Salads

      Yes, Julius Caesar was a lefty. And yes, I realize this is about the least consequential thing he was responsible for. But, speaking selfishly, the caesar dressing at my favorite restaurant, Chez Mike, is worthy of an emperor. Without it, what am I going to get? Vinaigrette? Please. I’d rather be stabbed by the Roman Senate.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            The New York Yankees

          

        

      

    

    
      They’re the greatest franchise in American sports. They’re the juggernauts of the American League East. They’re the team that hired George Costanza. They are the New York Yankees.

      I myself am a fan of the Bronx Bombers, so I think I’m qualified to imagine life in their absence. (And I’ll even try to be objective.) In a world without the New York Yankees…

      I Would’ve Had A Happier 2004

      That’s the year pro baseball fandom subsumed me. My grandpa had always followed the Yankees, but I wasn’t hooked until I met several school chums who followed the same sport.

      Bad timing on my part. Any baseball fan worth their salt (or infield dirt, as it were) remembers 2004 as the year the Boston Red Sox reversed the Curse of the Bambino and won their first World Series in 86 years. Along the way, they surmounted a three-games-to-nothing series deficit against my beloved Yankees—still the only such comeback in baseball history.

      There are moments from October 2004 that still haunt me. Tony Clark’s ground-rule double. Johnny Damon’s Game 7 grand slam. My friends Jimmy, Jake, and Ben cackling like hyenas when the Sox won the series, making me wish I’d faked a terminal illness just to skip school.

      If the Yanks didn’t exist, I would’ve avoided that anguish. But, to paraphrase the late great Yankees legend Yogi Berra, “They wouldn’t have won if we’d beaten them.”

      We’d Lose Some Amazing Sayings

      Also known as “Yogi-isms,” Mr. Berra was famous for uttering illogical phrases with their own goofy charm. Some more examples:

      
        
          	
        “It ain’t over ’til it’s over.”
      

      	
        “You can observe a lot by watching.”
      

      	
        “I always thought that record would stand until it was broken.”
      

      	
        “Never answer an anonymous letter.”
      

      	
        “Baseball is 90 percent mental. The other half is physical.”
      

      

      

      That last quote applies to writing, too; I’ve sat for so many hours that my ass is perfectly flat.

      New Yorkers Would Be Reduced To Rooting For The Mets

      Look, even Mets fans don’t want to root for the Mets. They’re either abjectly terrible or painfully close to (yet always short of) greatness.

      Need evidence? One of my best buds, Jeremy, is a Mets fan, and he discovered a book about his team called So Many Ways to Lose. Its very existence proves my claim.

      Plus, I now have extra reason to hate them because they stole slugger Juan Soto from us. Screw you, Steve Cohen.

      The 50s Would’ve Been A More Interesting Baseball Decade

      From 1950 to 1959, the Yankees appeared in eight World Series and won six of them. I’m a lifelong Yankees fan, but even I must admit that sounds like a stale viewing experience. I mean, I’ve never even had that kind of success in video games, and I always play on rookie mode.

      The Baltimore Orioles, Toronto Blue Jays, And Tampa Bay Rays Would Be More Relevant

      Aside from the Red Sox, no other American League East division rival accomplishes much (because the Yanks double their payroll). Without the Yankees, the Orioles might have more championships than three, the Blue Jays might have more than two, and the Rays might have more than zero. Plus, all three teams would have more fans in general.

      For instance, the only Orioles fan I’ve ever met is my friend Cole. When people learn his allegiance, they always ask him the same question: “But why?”

      The World Would Lose A Beloved Folk Hero

      I am, of course, referring to George Herman “Babe” Ruth, the man many consider the greatest baseball player of all time. As I alluded to earlier, the Red Sox sold Ruth’s contract to the Yankees in 1919, sparking a near-century of misery in Boston and glory in New York.

      If the Yankees hadn’t existed and Ruth remained on the Red Sox, the Sox would’ve won all those titles. Babe would’ve also become a Masshole, and I don’t know which is worse.

      And What About The Candy Bar?

      Without the Yankees there’s no Ruth, and without Ruth there’s no Baby Ruth candy bar. What a tragic loss!

      JK, this would change nothing. I’ve met more Orioles fans than Baby Ruth fans.

      Sports Fans Would Lose A Bitter Enemy

      Red Sox Nation hates the Yankees, as do pretty much all other fanbases. But deep down, they all know sports are better with villains. After all, how compelling would Star Wars be without the Empire?

      Pinstripes Wouldn’t Be A Thing

      Other teams wore them first, but nobody wore them better. Also, one of the earliest uses of the word in English came in The Canterbury Tales, proving beyond a doubt that even Geoffrey Chaucer was a Yankees fan.

      Judge Judy Would Still Be The World’s Most Famous Judge

      She had this title on lock in the 90s, and although Judy’s still famous, she carries a little less cachet these days. I mean, are people entering her court wearing judge outfits?

      Nope. But they sure are for Yankees captain Aaron Judge. Now if only he could start hitting in the postseason…

      Joe Torre Would’ve Been Remembered As A Scrub

      If you know baseball, you know Joe Torre. He led the Yankees to six World Series appearances and won four (including three consecutive from 1998 to 2000).

      Yet people forget that when the Yankees hired him in 1996, many considered Torre a disappointment. In fact, his previous three teams had fired him. The New York Daily News even dubbed him “Clueless Joe.”⁠1

      Quite the zinger, although it hasn’t aged well. Good thing for Joe and us Yankees fans alike.

      I Would’ve Become A Menace To Society
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