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DEDICATION

I dedicate these Positive Ponderings to my
Pro-Verbs 31 Wife, Brenda. From the beginning of our relationship
she has been a positive influence in my life. As she has lived her
faith out loud, it has prompted me to more closely follow
Jesus.

I also dedicate these Positive Ponderings to
my son Phillip. I have had the opportunity to utilize the book of
Pro-Verbs in raising him in the ways of the Lord.
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 INTRODUCTION


You are holding in your hands a book
dedicated to another book, found within a collection of 66 books
called The Bible. The book of Proverbs is a collection of wisdom
from a father to a son that can be used as the words of wisdom from
our Heavenly Father speaking to his earthly sons and daughters.
Proverbs is a practical book that compares wisdom to foolishness,
unrighteousness to righteousness, faithfulness to unfaithfulness;
and over and over again it points out the principle of cause and
effect. The Father speaks to us because He loves us.

“For God so loved the world
(man, wo-man and hu-man…aka mankind…aka…the world) that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever (man, wo-man, hu-man,
mankind, the world) should believe in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting/eternal life.” [emphasis mine]

-John 3:16

The book of Proverbs is divided into 31
chapters, which works nicely for daily devotions since there are
never more than 31 days in a month. This book will not be an
in-depth study of Proverbs. Instead, it will glean from each
chapter something to chew on throughout the day. Hopefully
this book will be an incentive to read the book after
the 31 days are over.

Strong’s Exhaustive
Concordance of the Bible defines a proverb this way:

Proverb: mâshâl (maw-shawl') in some
original sense of superiority in mental action; properly a
pithy maxim, usually of a metaphorical nature; hence a
simile (as an adage, poem, discourse): - byword, like,
parable, proverb.

mâshal (maw-shal') A primitive root;
to rule: - (have, make to have) dominion, governor, X
indeed, reign, (bear, cause to, have) rule (-ing, -r), have
power.

When I see the word proverb, I think
of Pro-Verb. Pro speaks of something positive,
and Verb speaks of an action word. When I read the
book of Pro-Verbs, I read positive action words. It
is a book of practical applications of the principles of
God.

The key to the cause and effect of these
pro-verbs in my life hinges on the word, if. I can read
about the principles; I can agree with the principles; I can even
believe in the principles; but if I don’t apply the
principles, I open the door to the negative side of the cause and
effect principle. If you do this/that will happen; if
you don’t do this/that will happen.

There is no option for doing nothing. Doing
nothing opens the door for the negative to happen. By doing
nothing, you are doing something wrong. As you read these
ruminations on positive action, think about how you can
practically do something. We’re not talking about activity
just for the sake of activity. We’re talking about actively
listening for the voice of God, then being obedient to obey His
instructions.



 THE RUMINATION
PRINCIPLE


The subtitle of this book is 31
Ruminations on Positive Action. I teach a Sunday school class
called The Ruminators, where we study the Bible like a cow chews
the cud. We call it, ‘mooin’ and chewin’ on the Word of God.’

The class was started a few years ago when a
group of us were working through The Topical Memory System
by the Navigators. One verse we memorized was:

“This book of the law shall not
depart from your mouth; but you shall meditate on it (the law) day
and night, so that you might be careful to do according to all that
is written in it. (for) Then you will make your way prosperous and
then you will have good success.”

-Joshua 1:8

Meditate: hâgâh (haw-gaw') A
primitive root; to murmur (in pleasure or anger); by
implication to ponder: - imagine, meditate, mourn, mutter,
roar, speak, study, talk, utter. [Strong’s]

Ruminate comes from the Latin,
ruminatus, which means to chew the cud. Animals that
chew the cud are scientifically classified as ruminants. There are
around 150 species of mammals that chew the cud including cows,
goats, giraffes, yaks, antelopes, deer, llamas and sheep. The
rumination process involves the animal chewing and swallowing its
food. That food goes through a preliminary digestive process by
passing through multiple stomach chambers before being regurgitated
back up into the animal’s mouth in the form of a cud, where
it is chewed again to help complete the digestive process.

This is what we do with the Word of God
(minus the four stomach chambers). We experience the Word of God,
but that is not the end of the process. We keep the Word of God
(our cud) in our mouths, as we hagah (haw-gaw) - ruminate
- thus we become ruminators.

Before we begin the daily reading of the
Proverbs, it might help you to determine how much you actually know
about the book we are about to dive into. Here are a few questions
to guide you in this self-examination:

Who wrote the book of Proverbs? (Proverbs
1:1, Proverbs 30:1; Proverbs 31:1)

Who was Solomon’s father? (Proverbs 1:1)

Where and when did Solomon get this wisdom?
(I Kings 3:5-14)

Name three things God gave Solomon. (I Kings
4:29)

How vast was this God-given wisdom? (I Kings
4:29-31)

How many Pro-Verbs did Solomon speak? (I
Kings 4:32)

How many songs did he write? (I Kings
4:32)

Who came to hear Solomon? What did they come
to hear? (I Kings 4:34)

What will you know? (Proverbs 1:2)

What will you discern? (Proverbs 1:2)

In what four things will you receive
instruction? (Proverbs 1:3)

What will the naïve/simple ones receive?
(Proverbs 1:4)

What two things will the youth receive?
(Proverbs1:4)

What will the wise man hear and increase in?
(Proverbs 1:5)

What will a man of understanding acquire?
(Proverbs 1:5)

What four things will a wise man understand?
(Proverbs 1:6)

What is the beginning of knowledge?
(Proverbs 1:7)

What two things do fools despise? (Proverbs
1:7)

Note: Which one are you: the fool who
despises wisdom and instruction or the one who is at the beginning
of knowledge, who fears the Lord?

What are we to hear? (Proverbs 1:8)

What are we not to forsake? (Proverbs
1:8)

What two things will your father’s
instruction and your mother’s teaching be to you? (Proverbs
1:9)

Now you are ready to delve in to this daily
devotional. Keep your Bible by your side. Look up the Scriptures.
Ruminate on the Word. Then take positive action in your
daily, nitty-gritty, marketplace life.



 PRO-VERBS 1


Proverbs 1:9-19

Just Say No

In this world that we live, breathe and walk
in, there are many voices crying out to you. Some are good; some
are not so good. As you hear these voices, you will be presented
with a choice: to go along with the voices or take a stand and not
go along with the voices. I am convinced that temptation is not
necessarily designed to pull you into something (although
that will surely happen if you yield to temptation). Temptation is
designed to pull you away from who you really are. There is
a difference in being tested by God and tempted by
the devil. A testing will strengthen you and draw you closer
to God, while succumbing to temptation will separate you
from God and weaken you, leaving you in a hovel of
condemnation.

Who are the enticers? (Proverbs 1:10)

Entice: pâthâh (paw-thaw') A
primitive root; to open, that is, be (causatively
make) roomy; usually figuratively (in a mental or
moral sense) to be (causatively make) simple
or (in a sinister way) delude: - allure, deceive, enlarge,
entice, flatter, persuade, silly (one). [Strong’s]

What three little words does the Father
recommend? (Proverbs 1:10)

What are four examples of what the enticers
might say? (Proverbs 1:11-12)

What reason do the enticers give for
ambushing the innocent? (Proverbs 1:11)

What kind of promises do the enticers give?
(Proverbs 1:13-14)

Along with the Father’s advice, do not
consent, what other advice does He give? (Proverbs 1:15)

Where do their feet run? (Proverbs 1:16)

What do they hasten to do? (Proverbs
1:16)

What is it useless to do? (Proverbs
1:17)

Note: The enticers are lying in wait, in the
shadows, waiting for the innocent. But in reality it will backfire
on them - and you - if you choose to consent; throw in your lot
with them; walk in the way with them; and put your feet on their
path. You will be caught in the backfire.

What does the enticer lie in wait for?
(Proverbs 1:18)

What does the enticer ambush? (Proverbs
1:18)

What is the cause and effect of everyone who
gains by violence? (Proverbs 1:19)


Pro-Verb Ponderings

This is a pretty good start on our 31-day
journey through the Pro-Verbs. Three little words - do not
consent - can change the course of our destiny. Just say
no may seem simplistic, but how many bad things could I have
avoided if I took heed to these words? In contrast to saying,
No, to the enticers, we need to replace it with, Yes,
to the Lord.








 PRO-VERBS 2


Proverbs 2:1-5

Discerning and Discovering

In Proverb 1:7, we saw that, “The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and
instruction.” This wisdom and instruction in the Pro-Verbs
comes from the Father and it is up to us to choose to enter
into this “fear of the Lord.” There are eight things that we must
do as we set ourselves up for discerning and
discovering. These things will not just drop in our laps and
we will not attain them by osmosis. Proverbs 2:1 starts with the
hinge word, if. If you do these things, certain
things will happen. If you don’t do these things,
certain things will not happen.

What must we first do with the sayings of
the Father? (Proverbs 2:1)

Receive: laqach (law-kakh') A
primitive root; to take (in the widest variety of
applications): - accept, bring, buy, carry away, drawn, fetch, get,
infold, X many, mingle, place, receive (-ing), reserve, seize, send
for, take (away, -ing, up), use, win. [Strong’s]

When Jesus - who was God in the flesh - came
down from glory, we are told that,

“He came to His own and those who
were His own did not receive Him.

-John 1:11

The same principle applies. Even though words
of wisdom or The Word of God is presented to you, if you don’t
receive, it is of no effect in your life. It is hinged on
if you receive or if you don’t receive.
The cause and effect principle applies.

“But as many as received Him, to
them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who
believe in His name.”

-John 1:12

We can expect the right to
discern the fear of the Lord and discover the
knowledge of God, if we first receive the Father’s
sayings.

What are we to do with the Father’s
commandments? (Proverbs 2:1)

Treasure/Hide: tsaphan (tsaw-fan') A
primitive root; to hide (by covering over); by
implication to hoard or reserve; figuratively to
deny; specifically (favorably) to protect,
(unfavorably) to lurk: - esteem, hide (-den one, self), lay
up, lurk (be set) privily, (keep) secret (-ly, place).
[Strong’s]

When you receive the “seed of the Word,” the
attacks come to snatch it away, choke it out, dry it up, make it of
no effect in your life. (Read Mark 4:1-20 and Luke 8:4-15 for the
parable of the seed/sower/soil). We must guard the Words of the
Father in our lives.

Where do we treasure/hide/guard the Father’s
commandments? (Proverbs 2:1)

What are we to do with our ears? (Proverbs
2:2)

We can hear people speak all day long but
never hear what they say. We have to go from the physical
act of hearing sound to listening and being
attentive. In the physical, when we can’t hear, we cup the
outer ear so we can better funnel sound into our ears. We must do
the same thing with our spirit (human spirit) ears; become
attentive and apply to what the Father is saying.

Incline: qashab (kaw-shab') A
primitive root; to prick up the ears, that is,
hearken: - attend, (cause to) hear (-ken), give heed,
incline, mark (well), regard. [Strong’s]

Apply: naṭah (naw-taw') A primitive
root; to stretch or spread out; by implication to
bend away (including moral deflection); used in a great
variety of applications: - + afternoon, apply, bow (down, -ing),
carry aside, decline, deliver, extend, go down, be gone, incline,
intend, lay, let down, offer, outstretched, overthrown, pervert,
pitch, prolong, put away, shew, spread (out), stretch (forth, out),
take (aside), turn (aside, away), wrest, cause to yield.
[Strong’s]

What are we to do with our heart? (Proverbs
2:2)

What should we cry for? (Proverbs 2:3)

Cry: qara' (kaw-raw') A primitive root
(rather identical with through the idea of accosting a
person met); to call out to (that is, properly
address by name, but used in a wide variety of
applications): - bewray [self], that are bidden, call (for, forth,
self, upon), cry (unto), (be) famous, guest, invite, mention,
(give) name, preach, (make) proclaim (-ation), pronounce, publish,
read, renowned, say. [Strong’s]

This is not just a faint calling out for
discernment/knowledge, but an accosting - loud and emphatic
- for what you want.

What are we to do for understanding?
(Proverbs 2:3)

Again, it is not a quiet request; the voice
is lifted up and calling out.

What two words are we to do regarding
wisdom? (Proverbs 2:4)

Note: The word ‘then’ implies cause and
effect if you seek understanding and discernment as silver and
hidden treasure; as something very precious and valuable; not just
something common.

What will you discern? (Proverbs
2:5)

Fear: yir'âh (yir-aw') fear
(also used as infinitive); morally reverence: - X dreadful,
X exceedingly, fear (-fulness). [Strong’s]

What will we discover? (Proverbs
2:5)


Pro-Verb Ponderings

We are encouraged by the Apostle Paul to work
out our own - not someone else’s, but our own - salvation with
fear and trembling. To do this, we need to begin
to:

Receive

Treasure

Be attentive

Incline our heart

Cry out

Lift our voice

Seek

Search

These are positive action words -
Pro-Verbs that will have rich cause and effect as we work out
our own salvation.

Day Two in our 31-day journey through the
Pro-Verbs has us taking it up a notch in our actions to hear God.
See ya on Day Three.



 PRO-VERBS 3


Proverbs 3:1-12

Remember and Treasure

Memory can be defined as the storage of
information and the recall of that information when needed in the
absence of the original stimulus. The Father has called us to
not forget his teaching and to allow our hearts to keep His
commandments. We will see that there is great cause and effect
promised if we do these things. If I don’t keep these memories
fresh - think about them, ruminate on them - I tend to
forget. Combine that with the distractions and attacks on the
teachings of the Father; I forget. The call is to not forget
and to treasure.
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