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        Seven months after the death of her partner, an augmented dog named Trixie, Jessica Colson faces a new crime scene.

      

        

      
        Case Loma, a castle in the middle of the city, site of the murder of developer Trevor Munroe.

      

        

      
        And only one witness. His dog.

      

        

      
        Now Jessica must push past the pain of her partner’s death, to help save an innocent. And perhaps to save herself.

      

        

      
        Join Jessica in the science fiction/mystery short story, Second Chance.
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      Jessica Colson stepped out of the aircab and triggered the door closed. Her boots scuffed on the smooth pavement. She snorted at the dust that swirled as the aircab lifted away, rising up into the blue sky. The wind tugged at her brown curls, tossing them into her eyes. She shoved them back and turned toward the huge stone castle.

      She stood in the wide circular driveway. Splendid stone pillars arched upward, spiralling into the sky. The sprawl of the castle walls, great grey granite slabs, stretched back as far as she could see, but she knew the ground dipped a little here, hiding the length of the building.

      Of all the stupid places for Reg to drag her to, it would have to be Casa Loma. A castle built in the middle of the city. How much more ridiculous could you get? As she stepped toward the pair of arched doors, almost double her height, she spotted the tell tale shimmer of a police line.

      She stopped in her tracks. Reg had promised her there wouldn’t be other officers here. What the hell?

      Her hands tightened into fists. She stuffed them into the pockets of her shapeless cargo pants. Her shoulders hunched under the bulky t-shirt. She dressed to blend into the crowd. She didn’t want to be noticed, didn’t want to be seen.

      She just wanted to disappear, and she had been off the force, for seven months now, after… after…

      After Trixie’s death.

      Just a damned dog. She kept telling herself that. But augmented, genetically engineered dogs weren’t just dogs any more. And Trixie had been her partner for almost ten years.

      Dead now.

      Her fault.

      Why the hell had she taken Reg’s call? This was a mistake.

      She started to turn and cross the road to hail an aircab. Get far enough away from the police screen to catch a signal, then she’d soon be soaring away over the top of these green trees, heading out of downtown Toronto. Leave this stupid castle behind.
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