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Introduction

 


Cobb is one of the oldest family names known
to English

History. The different branches of the family
were early settlers in Devonshire, Lancaster, London and Northern
England. There are a lot of Cobb families who played a pivotal role
in the development of England, as well as the American
Colonies.

 


There is evidence, of questionable sources
due to the age of the documentation, of a John Cobb who was born
about 1421 at Chislet, which is part of Reculver Parish in Kent
County, England. He is the furthest ancestral member of the family
line that begins with my great grandmother, Alcie Cobb, who was
born in Knox County, Kentucky in1883, and passed away in
Blackwater, Laurel County, Kentucky in 1957. She is buried at the
Smith Family Cemetery in Blackwater just down the road from the
Baptist Church.

 


This same evidence provides that four
generations of Cobbs lived in Chislet in Reculver Parish before
migrating around the year 1520 to the village of Faversham also
located in Kent County, England. Since the evidence likely means
that there







were growing Cobb families in the Chislet
area it would be reasonable to learn a little about our families’
historical English hamlet.

 


In historical records of antiquity, Chislet
was once referred to as Chisteley, and is situated, as mentioned,
within the Reculver Parish in Kent County, England. Nestled in a
secluded and quiet part of the country, this parish, located
northward from the village of Upstreet, displays the village of
Chislet situated on a hill. Notable features include the ruins of
the ancient church,

court-lodge, and vicarage along the road with
the landscape characterized by hills and valleys. Despite the
generally poor and wet soil, there is some decently fertile land
near the village. An annual fair is held each year on the 29th of
May.

 


The manor of Chislet has a historical
connection to King Ethelbert, who granted the land in 605 for the
establishment of the monastery of St. Augustine. The manor, valued
at twelve pounds per annum, was held by four French knights.

 


 



The abbey's register mentions a vineyard,
existing for many centuries until the year 1434. Originally part of
the possessions of the monastery of St. Augustine, the church of
Chislet became a vicarage in 1345 when the abbot and convent
assigned a suitable portion of its profits to support the
vicar.
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Ruins of St. Augustine Monastery

 


In the Cobb family line of this book, Robert
Cobb, Chapter 8, was born in 1626 in Kent County, England, and his
son, Ambrose Cobb, Chapter 7, was born in 1662 at Bruton Parish,
York County, Virginia. Clearly from the birth of Roberts’s children
it can be determined that this family line immigrated to the
American Colonies around 1639.









Farmer's "Genealogical Register of the First
Settlers of New England" says, "There were Cobb’s who came to
Plymouth as early as 1629 ; were at Scituate in 1633 ; removed to
Barnstable, in 1679. There were listed seven sons and four
daughters. Descendants, says the antiquary of Plymouth (2 Coll.
Mass. Hist. Soc, IV. 247,) are as numerous, figuratively, “as the
sands on the seashore."
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St. Augustine Monastery, Canterbury
district

 


 








Dedication

 


To my Great Grandmother

 


Alcie Cobb – Smith
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Alcie Cobb: A Life Marked by Resilience and
Family

 


Alcie Cobb, born on Friday, June 1st, 1883,
in Laurel County, Kentucky, left an indelible mark on her era
through a life characterized by resilience, family, and an
unwavering spirit. She was the sixth of eleven children born to
William Thomas and Mary Ann (nee Cheek) Cobb, a testament to the
strong family structures prevalent in the late 19th century.

 


 


 








Coming of age in a time when the United
States was undergoing significant transformations, Alcie's journey
was intertwined with the historical tapestry of her homeland. The
turn of the century marked a period of rapid industrialization,
urbanization, and social change. It was against this backdrop that
Alcie, at the age of 19, embarked on a new chapter in her life.

 


In 1902, Alcie married William "Bill" Smith
on Thursday, September 11th, marking the beginning of a partnership
that would endure for more than five decades. The early 1900s were
characterized by significant historical events, including the
Progressive Era's push for social and political reform and the
burgeoning women's suffrage movement. As Alcie and Bill navigated
the complexities of married life, they were witnesses to the
evolving social and political landscapes.

 


 


 



The couple weathered the storm of two world
wars, the economic challenges of the Great Depression, and the
transformative post-war years. Kentucky, known for its rich
cultural heritage and historical significance, played a unique role
in these national narratives. Both Alcie and Bill learned about the
first Kentucky Derby, which was held on May 17th of 1875, where a
colt named Aristides ridden by African-American, Oliver Lewis won
the race in front of 10,000 spectators. Alcie and Bill's commitment
to each other remained unwavering, a testament to the resilience
that defined their generation.

 


On Saturday, April 9th of 1955, William
"Bill" Smith bid farewell to the world, leaving behind a legacy of
shared joys and sorrows. Alcie, undeterred by the pain of loss,
continued to embody strength and resilience. Her own journey
reached its conclusion on Tuesday, December 31, 1957, as the world
welcomed a new year.

 


As we reflect on Alcie's life, we see a woman
who navigated the ebb and flow of time with grace and dignity. Her
53-year marriage to Bill Smith was a testament to enduring love,
and her presence resonated against the backdrop of a rapidly
changing America.
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There have been several ways that her name
was written on documentation. In the Social Security Index when her
daughter, Mary Elizabeth was applying for a number, her name was
spelled “Alcy”.

 


"United States, Social Security Numerical
Identification Files (NUMIDENT), 1936-2007", database,
FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6KQL-1R8K : 10
February 2023), Alcy Cobb in entry for Mary
Elisabeth Tuttle, .

 


 


 



When her son, John Henry Smith, was applying
for a Social Security number, her name was spelled “Alcie”.

 


"United States, Social Security Numerical
Identification Files (NUMIDENT), 1936-2007", database,
FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6KQR-LHKB : 10
February 2023), Alcie Cobb in entry for John
Henry Smith, .

 


Then on John Henry Smith’s birth certificate
her name was spelled “Elsie”.

 


"Kentucky, Vital Record Indexes, 1911-1999,"
database, FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QKHT-GB4Y : 5 December
2023), Elsie Cobb in entry for John H Smith, 23
Nov 1921; citing Birth, Kentucky, United States, Kentucky
Department for Libraries and Archives, Frankfort.

 


When her husband, William Smith, went to
register for the World War I draft, her name was also spelled
“Elsie”.
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Chapter 1

 William Thomas
Cobb

1849-1938
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William Thomas and Mary Ann (nee Cheek)

Cobb

 


Circa 1871

 


 



The life of William Thomas Cobb, born in the
spring of May 1849 in Knox County, Kentucky, unfolds as an engaging
narrative intertwined with the rich historical fabric of the United
States. His journey began against the backdrop of a nation on the
cusp of transformative events, and as he lived through the decades,
he bore witness to significant chapters in both Kentucky and
American history.

 


Born to John Radford "Neff" Cobb and
Elizabeth "Lizzie" Tuttle, young William entered a world marked by
the complexities of the mid-19th century. The year of his birth,
1849, was a pivotal period for the nation, as it grappled with
issues that would eventually lead to the eruption of the Civil War.
Little did William know that at the tender age of 12, he would
witness the early throes of the conflict as Confederate troops
entered Kentucky, only to be pushed back south by Union forces.
Kentucky voted to remain neutral in the war. That was short lived
as the Union set up enlistment centers in the state. Families were
torn apart as some believed in individual states’ rights, while
others believed in a federalized union.

 


 








On Friday, January 13th of 1871, at the age
of 22, William embarked on a new chapter in his life by marrying
Mary Ann Cheek in Laurel County, Kentucky. This union marked the
beginning of a family that would grow to include at least 6 sons
and 6 daughters. The late 19th century was characterized by
Reconstruction in the aftermath of the Civil War, and as a husband
and father, William navigated the challenges of post-war
America.

The family resided in Magisterial District 3,
Knox County, Kentucky, a region shaped by the economic and social
changes of the late 1800s. By the turn of the century, they had
moved to the village of Bush, Laurel County, where they would call
home for about a decade. This period coincided with the Progressive
Era, a time of social and political reform in the United
States.

 


As the 20th century dawned, William Thomas
Cobb continued to be a witness to history. The family's residence
in Kentucky mirrored the broader shifts in the nation, from the
Industrial Revolution to the early years of the Great Depression.
William worked hard and lived a life of dedication to his family
and community.







On Friday, January 29th, 1937, William "Bill"
Cobb took his leave from this world at the age of 87, leaving
behind a legacy of resilience and familial bonds. His final resting
place, the Taylor Cemetery in Blackwater, Laurel County, became a
testament to a life well-lived. Mary Ann, his wife, had preceded
him in death in 1932.

 


In recounting the life of William Thomas
Cobb, we unveil not only the personal triumphs and tribulations of
an individual living through hard times, but also a lens through
which to view the evolving landscape of Kentucky and the United
States. His biography becomes another thread in the intricate
tapestry of history, reflecting the resilience and fortitude of
those who navigated the currents of significant change in this
bygone era.
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Let’s look now to the preceding
generation.







Chapter 2

 John Radford
“Neff” Cobb

1826-1878

 


 


[image: tmp_0390776-aef76c2c-c2e2-4ccb-a775-2724aa6344b2_9Gz1uM_html_m68efe982.jpg]

John Radford “Neff” and Elizabeth “Lizzie”
(Tuttle) Cobb

Circa 1850s

 


 



When John Radford Cobb was
born in April of 1826, his father, Thomas Cobb was 39 and his
mother, Hannah Hager-Selfs, was 38.

 


When John was 6 years old
there was a cholera epidemic that spread from New York City across
the Appalachians to New Orleans, which killed over 7,000 people.
This was a continued threat even up to 1848 when cholera spread
across the inner United States and along the trail used for the
California Gold Rush. These were hard times with the dreaded
epidemic.

 


When John was 20 years old,
he married Elizabeth “Lizzie” Tuttle on Thursday, August
20th of 1846, in Knox
County, Kentucky. They were the parents of at least 7 sons and 4
daughters between the years 1840 to 1867.

 


When the Civil War broke
out Neff was 35 years old. The census record of 1850 states the
family lived in Knox County, Kentucky, and they were there during
the war years. President Abraham Lincoln enacted the Enrollment Act
on March 3rd of 1863, which is also known as the Civil War Military
Draft Act. The law required the enrollment of every male citizen
between the ages of 20 and 45 years of age. Quotas







were assigned in each
state, and congressional district, with deficiencies in volunteers
being met by conscription. Apparently, Neff did not serve for
either side during the war since no records have been found as of
this writing. However, after the apparent twins, James H. and
Thomas Samuel, were born in 1860, no other children were born until
May in 1864. This may indicate that the twins were enough to raise
during that four year period or Neff was not at home and serving in
the military. The 1880 census record indicates they remained in
Knox County during the war and continued farming on their
land.

 


Innovations were plentiful
during Neff’s life. In 1837 Samuel Morse designed the electrical
telegraph that was capable of transmitting messages over long
distances by wire. In 1836 Samuel Colt invented the revolver with a
rotating barrel for multiple bullets. In 1838 John Deere invented
the combine harvester that combined the tasks of harvesting,
threshing, and cleaning grain crops.

 


 


 








John Radford Cobb died on
Friday, February 13th of 1878. Lizzie
lived another 22 years and died, on Wednesday, May
16th of 1900, in Tedders,
Knox County, Kentucky, at the age of 72. They are both buried in
the Cobb Cemetery, Knox County, Kentucky

.
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L-R Joseph (likely) John “Neff”, Elizabeth
“Lizzie” Cobb

Circa 1845

 


 


 








[image: tmp_0390776-aef76c2c-c2e2-4ccb-a775-2724aa6344b2_9Gz1uM_html_m178f1cc7.jpg]

 


 


 








[image: tmp_0390776-aef76c2c-c2e2-4ccb-a775-2724aa6344b2_9Gz1uM_html_m19310efe.jpg]







 


 


 


[image: tmp_0390776-aef76c2c-c2e2-4ccb-a775-2724aa6344b2_9Gz1uM_html_m1ccf6caa.jpg]

 


Neff and Liz with two of their children.

 


Let’s look now to the preceding
generation.

 


 



Chapter 3

 Thomas Cobb

1787-1881
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Thomas Cobb, born in 1787 in Lincoln County,
North Carolina, was a prominent figure of his time, making his mark
as a skilled carpenter and contributor to the carriage
manufacturing industry. The second of twelve children born to
Ambrose Samuel and Rachel Cobb, Thomas embarked on a life that
witnessed significant historical events in North Carolina, as well
as the broader United States.

 


In 1811, at the age of 24, Thomas married
Hannah Hager-Selfs in Lincoln, North Carolina. Their union,
occurring on October 8th, 1811, was a testament to the beginning of
a new chapter in Thomas's life. However, their early years of
marriage were marked by the turmoil of the War of 1812, which
erupted on June 18th, 1812. Thomas, newly married at the time,
would have been undoubtedly affected by the news of the burning
of


Washington D.C. and the extensive battles
that unfolded along the east coast; with the British invasion
continuing until February 17th, 1815. The war lasted for nearly
three years.
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After the War of 1812, the Cobbs faced the
challenges of the fever outbreak in Schuylkill River, Pennsylvania,
which swept across the eastern United States shortly after the war.
Subsequently, from 1831 to 1832, the region experienced the
devastating effects of Asiatic cholera, believed to have been
brought by English immigrants.

 


Thomas Cobb's professional life was
intertwined with innovations in his industry. In 1818, he would
have become aware of the Profile Lathe invention, revolutionizing
wood shaping with its adjustable horizontal metal rail and tool
rest.

 


Additionally, advancements in the shaping of
metal and solid materials occurred in the same year with the
invention of a milling machine; inventions showcasing the dynamic
nature of Thomas's trade during those times.

 


 


 








The Cobb family expanded with at least 9
known children, and around 1825, they made a significant move from
North Carolina to Kentucky. This relocation is evident in the
birthplaces of their children, with Renderson Cobb born in 1820 in
North Carolina and John Radford Cobb born in Knox County, Kentucky.
The family's migration likely played a role in Thomas's business
endeavors, as trade between the states increased and the need of
his carpentry skills, and the sale of his carriages, were needed
everywhere.

 


Thomas Cobb's life reflects not only personal
milestones but also the broader historical landscape of his time.
From the challenges of war and epidemics to the innovations in his
trade, Thomas Cobb's journey is a testament to the resilience and
adaptability of our family during a transformative period in
American history.
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Raleigh February 17, 1839

 


(As best as can be deciphered.)

THOMAS COBB.

COACH MAKER, RALEIGH, N.C.

 


Has employed from the cities of N. York and
Newark, a master of first rate Workers, of the several branches of
his xxxxxxxx year. Body-making, carriage making, trimmaking,
painting, smiths, as who have been carefully educated by his friend
in New Jersey. He has also received from the citizens of New York
and Philadelphia, a large and extensive stock of the best most
fashionable materials. He is grxxxxxx very xxxxxx encouragement he
has already regarded, and hopes from his authority said at creation
to his business, to merit a xxxxxxxxxxx of their favors. Carriages
of any description in xxxx, can be had at a short notice.


Orders then any part of the most import are
solicited.

Reference for excellence and elegance of his
work, mid the character of the advertiser, is made in his enormous
acquaintances in this and the neighboring states.

Raleigh, Feb 17, 1839
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Raleigh, May 23, 1838

 


 


At the age of 55, Thomas Cobb passed away in
Goose Creek, Knox County, Kentucky, in the year 1842. The
whereabouts of his wife, Hannah, remain uncertain. It is plausible
that she chose to reside with one of their children during this
period.
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Alcie (nee Cobb)
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Family Group Sheet

5 Name: Nancy Elizabeth Cobb
Born March 27, 1853 in'Knox County, Kentucky
UsA
n Died: March 11,1918 in: Bush, Laurel County
Kentucky, USA

Married: October 07, 1872 in: Barbourville, Knox
County, Kentucky, USA
Spouse: Jacab C. Vandeventer

3 Name: Toseph R_Gapp Cobb
Born: August 05, 1855 in’ Clay County, Kentucky
Died: June 19, 1917 i Sprule, Knox County

M Kentucky
Married: Septemmber 22, 1876 in: Clay County, Kentucky
UsA
Spouse: Nancy Jane Jarvis
7 Name: Ambrose M. Ambers Cobb
Born: January 09, 1858 in'Knox County, Kentucky
UsA
i Died: Tuly 23, 1920 in: Tedders, Big Richland
h Creek, Knox County
Kentucky, USA

Married: January 31, 1881 in'Knox County, Kentucky

Spouse: Nancy Jane Sasser
3 Name: Tames H. Cobb
e Born' 1860
2 Died: March 06, 1926 in: Houston, Harris County
Texas USA
g Name: Thomas Samuel Cobb
Born: January 15, 1860 in: Poplar Creek, Knox

M County, Kentucky USA
Died: August 16, 1916 in: Hollywood, Los Angeles
County, California USA

10 Name: Mary T. Cabb
Born: February 12, 1864 in'Knox County, Kentucky
F UsA
Died: February 04, 1934 in: Tasonville, Green County
Indiana USA
1 Name: Abraham Lincoln Cobb
Born: January 1867 in Knox County, Kentucky
% UsA
: Died: 1906 Big Richland

Creek, Knox County
Kentucky, USA






OEBPS/tmp_0390776-aef76c2c-c2e2-4ccb-a775-2724aa6344b2_9Gz1uM_html_7ee51348.jpg





OEBPS/tmp_0390776-aef76c2c-c2e2-4ccb-a775-2724aa6344b2_9Gz1uM_html_2ed7b690.jpg





OEBPS/tmp_0390776-aef76c2c-c2e2-4ccb-a775-2724aa6344b2_9Gz1uM_html_m5d553bb8.jpg
Family Group Sheet

‘Husband: William Thomas Cobb

Born: May 1849 in- Knox County, Kentucky USA
Married: Janvary 13,1871 in’ Laurel County, Kentucky, USA
Died: Tanuary 29, 1938 in Laurel County, Kentucky USA
Father: Tohn Radford Neff Cobb
Mother: Elizabeth Lizzie Tutde

Wife: Mary Ann Cheek

Born: April 13, 1852 in: Kentucky USA.
Died: April 01,1932 in: Kentucky USA

Father: James Cheek

Mother: Nancy Rachel Jones

CHILDREN

1 Name: Silas Woodson Cobb
Borm: December 16, 1871 in: Blackwater, Laurel
County, Kentucky, United
M States of America
ied: December 25, 1950 in- Liy, Laurel County
Kentucky, United States
of America

2 Name: Joseph R_ Cobb
Born: July 17, 1873
Died: March 17, 1020 i Harlan, Kentucky, USA

M| Married: August 03, 1894 in’ Clay County, Kentucky,
Ush
Spouse: Mary Cole
3 Name: John Claiboura Cobb
Borm: August 01, 1875 in:Blackwater, Laurel Co
Kenucky USA
M Died: May 25,1951 i Kuox County, Kentucky
Usa
Married: November 14, 1895
Spouse: Sarah Catherine Jones
O Name: Elzabeth Lizie Cobb
Borm: August 23, 1877 in-Kentucky, USA
Died: July 25,1859 i Backwater, Laurel Co.
F Kenucky USA
Married: Abt. 1899 in: Laurel Counry, Kentucky
Usa

Spouse: General S. Quincy Gilbert
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Family Gronp Sheet
1 Name: Henry Cobb
Born: July 1895
Died: Unknown
Married: Janvary 13, 1916 in- Laurel County, Kentucky
M UsA
Spouse: Lucy Belle Taylor
Married: April 22, 1935 in: Clay County, Kentucky
Usa
Spouse: Clara Gaines
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Family Group Sheet

‘Husband: John Radford Neff Cobb

Born: April 1826

Married: August 20, 1846 in’ Knox County, Kentucky
Died: February 13, 1878 in: Knox County, Kentucky USA

Father: Thomas Cobb

Mother: Hannah Hager-Selfs

‘Wife: Elizabeth Lizzie Tuttle

Born: October 16, 1827 in: Clay County, Kentucky
Died: May 16, 1900 in: Tedders, Big Richland Creek,

Kaox County, Ketucky, USA
Fater: John Tuttle
Mother. Nancy Jones
CHILDREN
1 Name: Lettca Linda Lida Cobb
F Bomn: 1846
Died: 1866
2 Name: Hannah Cobb
Bomm: 1847 in: Kaox County, Ketucky
i s ¥ 3
Usa
Died: Unlenown
3 Name: Willam Thomas Cobb
Borm: May 1849 in: Knox County, Keatucky
Usa
Died: January 29, 1938 i Lavrel County, Kentucky
M Usa t i
Married: Janwary 13, 1871 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
Ush
Spouse: Mary Ann Cheek
0 Name: John Andrew Cobb
Borm: March 1851 i Kenrucky, USA
Died: Unlkaown
M| Married: September 25, 1873 i Saul Ste. Mari,

Chippewa County
Michigan USA

Spouse: Mary McNaulty
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Family Gronp Sheet.

‘Husband: Thomas Cobb

Born: 1787 in: Lincoln County, North Carolina
Married: October 08, 1811 in: Lincoln Co., North Carolina
USA
Died: 1842 in: Goose Creek, Knox Co.
Kentucky

Father: Ambrose Samuel Cobb
Mother: Rachel Black

‘Wife: Hannah Hager-Selfs

Born: 1788 in: Lincoln County, North Carolina
BCA

Died: Aft. 1841 in: Goose Creek, Knox County
Kentucky USA

Father: David Hager
Mother: Elizabeth Self.

CHILDRE

Name: Nancy Cobb
Born May 1818 in: North Carolina, USA
Died: Unknown

Pl Married Ry 14,1838 in: Northampton, North
Carolina, United States
Spouse: Sterling Scott
3 ‘Name: Renderson Cobb
Borm: October 26, 1820 in Edgecombe, North
Caralina, USA
M Died: 1916 i Sumter, Georgia, USA.
Married: December 27, 1859 in Sumter County, Georgia,
UsA
Spouse: Elizabeth Salter
3 Name: John Radford Neff Cabb
Born: April 1826
% Died: February 13, 1878 in Knox County, Kentucky
2 UsA
0, 1846 in: Knox County, Kentucky
eth Lizzie Tuttle
B ‘Name: Robert Senior Cobb
Born March 10, 1820 in Knox County, Kentucky
UsA
M Died:July 12,1914 in: Girdler, Knox County
Kentucky, USA
Married: 1852 in: Kentucky, USA

Spouse: Mary Jane Tuttle
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uily Group Sheet

5 Name: Thomas Cobb
% Born: 1829 in: Knox County, Kentucky
A UsA
Died: 1914 in: Unknown
3 Name: Sophia Cobb
Borm: 1833 in: Knox County, Kentucky
& UsA
Died: Unknown
8,1853 i Knox County, Kentucky
Spouse: Reese Fay
7 Name: David Cobb
Born: Tanuary 06, 1835 in: Knox County, Kentucky
UsA
7 Died: July 12, 1920 Count, Kentucky
Married: December 28, 1858 in: Harrison County
Kentucky, USA
Spouse: Jane Jennie Beckett
Name: Esther Cobb
7 Born: 1836 in: Knox County, Kentucky
UsA
Died: Unknown
g Name: James Cobb
i Born: 1841 in: Knox County, Kentucky
E UsA
Died: Unknown
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