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For a long time, I have been caught up in my own life trying to figure out how to navigate a seemingly endless list of obligations and difficult situations. I have been trying to juggle my work, my family, my passions, my grief, my excitement, my friends, and all the other miscellaneous things that have come my way. 

When we get bogged down with the busyness of our own lives, we often fail to see the lives of others. The more we focus on ourselves, the more blind we actually become to the world around us. It can become easy to run through life in such a way that we miss the presence of other people, and we fail to be present with the people right in front of us. 

I have known Mason for almost a decade now, and throughout that decade he has been a wonderful friend. He has always been someone who is present, and he is willing to go to extreme lengths to make sure that everyone around him is included and respected. He deeply cares for others, and he carries that care into his ministry as a pastor. 

Throughout our friendship, Mason has often opened my eyes to the people around me. There have been many times when I was so caught up with something that I completely missed how a person felt or how I came across to them. I can remember times when Mason pulled me aside and pointed how I came across far more harsh or irreverent than I ever intended. Those moments were eye-opening because they pulled me out of whatever was consuming my attention at that given time. They made me realize that I needed to look up and be more aware of the people around me. 

Mason wanted to write this book about John's Gospel because he wanted to introduce you to a Jesus who does exactly that. Jesus encounters a multitude of people who are caught up in their own lives. Their heads are pointed toward the ground and they think that they have to figure out their problems on their own. These people walk through life shrouded in darkness because they are self-consumed. 

But what happens is that Jesus shows up and gives these people eye-opening moments. He encounters people one-on-one and makes them see what is really going on. He rips away all the distractions surrounding their lives and shows them that he is the solution to their problems. Jesus comes to these people as a light to show them what is wrong and as a solution to fix what is wrong. Jesus uses all these "I am" statements in John's Gospel because he wants people to look up and see Him. He is the light that rips away the darkness. 

It is my hope that, like me, you have an eye-opening moment. I pray that Mason's words will help you see the light of Christ and see that the solution to your problem is not to look inward, but to the one who is the way, the truth, and the life. Jesus is someone who can miraculously pierce through our busyness. When he does, let us rest in him. 

Foreword by Alexander Hildebrand, Associate Pastor of First Christian Church of Altoona, PA

Having served alongside of Mason, I have found his heart to be passionate about helping people know and experience the love and grace of Jesus. What better way of doing just that than by walking with them through the Gospel of John. Mason's insight, personal humor and illustrations bring a fresh insight and clarity to the both the simplicity of the gospel and the humanity of Christ. You will encounter Jesus' deity wrapped in full humanity.

Foreword by Tony Collins, Senior Pastor at Broadway Baptist Church in Maryville, TN
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You're probably wondering, "Why another book talking about John's Gospel? Aren't there already dozens of these out there? Why is yet another pastor writing on this subject?"

I completely get that, which is why I was hesitant to write this book to begin with. There are better scholars who can give a more comprehensive study of the life and ministry of Jesus. Many have. 

So why did I write this book?

Because I noticed a trend where people felt comfortable saying they believed Jesus was their Savior but were not interested in following him as King. “Savior” meant assurance of heaven, but “King” meant sacrifice today, and that feels like too much to ask.

But it was very important to Jesus that people understood that he came to be a King that demanded much of our lives. When we look for Jesus to be only our Savior, we rush from his birth to his death as quick as we can, and skip over all the middle parts where Jesus makes some serious demands on his followers.

We want a Savior, but have forgotten that happens through the Kingship of Jesus. 

We have forgotten, what the first century understood, that when Jesus claimed he was God and that he was bringing God's Kingdom into the world, it was all about God's reign restored in the lives of his followers today, not in a future eternity they were waiting for.

Jesus was the model of what that looked like to live a life where God is King. He shows us what God is interested in, what is most important to him, and what happens when God interacts with a world around him that opposes his will.

And Jesus called for others to follow him as the King guiding them into that life.

So, this book is about that. It is not just about how Jesus is God, but how do we follow Jesus as our King in our complicated world today as we watch how he interacted with his complicated world. I think a walk through the Gospel of John is a perfect place to start that journey.

My hope is that this study will create a deeper love of Jesus, offer a sharper perspective on what Jesus does still today, and help us resemble him more.

As the book of John is a lengthy Gospel, I have elected to cover only a single element in each chapter. In other words, each chapter of this book will cover one chapter in John's Gospel. 

Because of that, I will use only use a small portion of each chapter. I encourage you to first read the full chapter in John before reading the correlating chapter in this book. Doing so will generate a greater appreciation for John's biography of the life of Jesus. 

All passages used will come out of the English Standard Version of the Bible (ESV). In addition, I have split this book into four parts: 

Part 1 covers chapters one through eleven in the Gospel of John. In this part of the book, we will look at Jesus interacting with some of the dark, messy, complications of his world and learn some lessons to help modern day followers interact with a world that’s still just as dark, messy, and complicated.

Part 2 covers only the single chapter of John chapter 12. This single chapter will discuss our response after seeing what Jesus has done.

Part 3 will cover chapters 13-17 in John's Gospel. This is the Last Supper Discourse, and we will look at how Jesus now prepares his followers to do what he has done already.

Part 4 will end our journey through John's Gospel, in which we will see how King Jesus defeats evil, and the example that leaves for us.

I hope this book will be as beneficial in your walk of following Jesus as it has been for me. In great appreciation, I pray that God will use these pages to bless you as you come to more intimately know Jesus.
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Bonus Content
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You will notice I did not cover chapter 21 in John's Gospel. That wasn't a mistake. I wrote a chapter that I seriously considered adding, but it didn't fit with the overall flow of this book. I felt it was best to end with the resurrection. However, if you are interested in reading this bonus chapter, I will gladly send it to you when you join our mailing list.

To do so, go to www.archippushouse.com.

By signing up for our mailing list, you will receive:


	This book’s bonus chapter

	A Leader’s Heart: A 31-Day Devotional Through the Letters of 1 and 2 Timothy

	
Rhythm of Exile, a guided prayer created by the founders of Archippus



To get these free bonus materials, sign up to the Archippus mailing list at www.archippushouse.com​
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Part One: Encountering Our World
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“The Lord is a man of war; the Lord is his name.”

Exodus 15:3
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Chapter 1: Who Is This Jesus?
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Read John Chapter 1

If you think that Christianity is only about getting to heaven, then you are missing the full scope of what Jesus did and what difference it can make in your life today.

Many readers of the Gospels rush from the birth account of Jesus to his death and resurrection with such urgency that the writers of the Gospels would today throw up their hands and declare, "I worked really hard on that middle portion, and nobody seems to care!"

There's so much more to the life of Jesus than Christmas and Easter.

Now I'm not wanting to make it sound like I am downplaying the birth and passion accounts of Jesus. These are huge things for the Christian faith, and quite crucial to understanding the God of the Bible. If we don't get these right, we will get a lot wrong. 

However, there's more to the story and it carries some serious implications for us on what it even means to be human. For starters, if you examine the beginning of the Gospels, you would see that Jesus spoke about the Kingdom of God and its implications of the restorative authority of God happening today in the life of his followers because of how it was happening in him as the Messiah.​[1] 

That simple understanding shifts our focus in reading the Gospels from looking at how to get to heaven to instead looking to see how God's reign is playing out in our lives today because of how it played out through Jesus. What Jesus accomplished was more than providing a pathway to heaven. It was about bringing God's dwelling and reign back into a sinful world.

If we read the story of Jesus looking at how we get to heaven, we will miss what they are actually trying to tell us about what Jesus accomplished, and we will ignore what Jesus desires of his followers today. In fact, we turn Jesus into a transactional force and a means to an end, not a Lord worthy of our life's worship and devotion. 

Maybe part of the reason we do this is because we want Jesus to be our Savior, but are more hesitant about wanting him to be our King. As a Savior, we can praise him and be grateful to him, enjoying the blessings of grace he offers, but ignore the commands to be obedient to a King and the implications that has on every area of our lives.

I admit, sometimes I like the Savior Jesus more than the King Jesus. Savior Jesus is easy to love. King Jesus is hard to obey and follow. But everyone in the first century understood that when Jesus called himself the Messiah, it was a political statement about his right to rule over all humanity, and that's difficult to rationalize when we like to keep Jesus merely in the Savior category.

We like for Jesus to save us from our sins so we can go to our view of heaven, but are often uncomfortable with the idea that he also came to be a King and to build his Kingdom here through his obedient followers.

John's biography account of the life of Jesus paints a powerful image for this. 

While commonly thought of as the more loving, gentle and accepting depiction of the character of Jesus, John still shows us a Jesus who came to be crowned a King at the expense of his own blood in order to win for himself a people who do not deserve his sacrifice but benefit because of his grace. 

People like you. 

People like me.

The power behind this grace is in John's early statement of the identity of Jesus as God. It makes us ask, "What does God do when he enters our story, our mess, and our brokenness as a King?" 

To understand this, we have to understand what the world was like when Jesus came into it. His was not a 21st century world but a 1st century world. The differences are not that they don't have air conditioning and indoor plumbing and smart phones but that the people of God—the Jews—were suffering as they waited on God's deliverance from their oppressors, the Roman Empire.

The World Jesus Stepped Into

Allow me to paint you a picture. 

From the time that the last verse of the Old Testament was written to the day Jesus walked on the earth was roughly four hundred years. 

Four hundred years!

That's longer than the age of the United States, and in that time, God is completely silent—it is as if he has "left the building." And the people of God long for his return.

The Old Testament ends with the nation of Israel returning from exile and captivity to a wasteland that once flowed with milk and honey. Raiders fill their homeland and their precious temple is destroyed. While they work to rebuild, the very problems that led to their captivity still exist. 

Read Nehemiah, Ezra, and some of the minor prophets to see that the Jews are a broken people needing a greater rescue. They trusted sex, money, and power, and in the end, they lost everything ever promised to them. 

There is this feeling that while they have physically returned from exile, the saga is not over. They are slaves in their own homeland, and their rulers are constantly changing, getting worse and worse, going from the Babylonians to the Persians to the Greeks and finally the Romans who are the worst of them all. 

How do the Jews respond to the endless tyranny?

They rebel and fight again and again and again. It's what they do best, because it's what humanity always does in the face of tyranny and oppression. They protest and start up riots to get their independence. But while they might have been able to win some battles against the Greeks, when it comes to the Romans, they brutally lose.

Every. Single. Time.

Rome cannot be beaten. It is a machine that knows only two things: death and victory. There is no stronger tyrant in all of human history than the Roman Empire who enjoys squashing the Jews like bugs. 

The Jews are hopeless before the terror and the tyranny of the Romans who take their homes and their livelihood and demand worship of their Emperor as a god. 

It is difficult for many today in the States or living in places free of such oppression to understand how that feels. Serving a church in Missouri, my congregation and I don't live under tyrants. Our history as a nation began with us overthrowing tyrants. 

That makes relating to first century Jews difficult, but imagine what it would feel like to have a home and someone else, for decades, takes what he wants from that home, and tells you what to do in your home, and does what he pleases with your home regardless of the consequences to you. You can't do a thing to stop them. Imagine having a sacred place to worship, and one day tyrants stroll in and defame the place and tear down sacred items. Imagine the tyrants ripping out the pulpit and donated flowers to replace them with hideous images to their fake deities and cruel Emperor.

To say you were upset would be an understatement! 

This is a very dark time that lasted for centuries, and the people of God are holding on to hope that one day God is going to right this wrong, that he's going to bring them a King who will free them, a King who will establish God's Kingdom on the earth.

A King they call a Messiah.  

But it has been a long time, and God has been silent and seemingly away from the scene. No King has come. Sure, many have claimed to be this King, but, when met with a Roman sword, things die quickly.

It is in that context of darkness and despair that Jesus steps on to the scene.

The God Who Became Flesh

––––––––
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.​[2] 

Our journey starts at the beginning of all time.

Why? 

Because that's where John starts. Well, technically the book begins before that, at a point of limitless eternity before the creation of time and the universe.

By starting out with the words, "In the beginning," John is recalling Genesis 1:1, the very first verse in the Bible. On page 1, the Bible says:

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.​[3]

Did you catch what John did?

John declares through his opening words, by referencing back to Genesis, that the God who created the universe is Jesus. 

It doesn't get much simpler than that.

And yet it is very confusing.

John claims that Jesus was with God the Father and used by the Father and through the Father to make everything. Literally everything. Yet while Jesus is with the Father and united and equal to the Father, he is distinct from the Father and separate, but both are God, and the same is true for the Holy Spirit, who mixed in with this partnership creates what we call the Trinity of God. All three make up God, but they are distinct from each other.

Confused yet?

If so, that's okay. 

In the attempt to keep things simple and take things easy, let's just understand that in the opening words of John's Gospel, John calls Jesus God and states that Jesus created everything. If all the Bible offered were those three verses, they would be enough for us to sing praises to God for eternity, but God in Jesus did more than create. 

He also invaded his creation with purpose. 

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. ​[4]

Let me break this down for you. 

Not only is John saying Jesus created everything in this world (meaning his authority is not just local but is universal throughout all time), but John is also telling us that Jesus is what gives life to everything. 

Every breath we breathe...

every step we take...

every word that is spoken...

every plant that shoots up from the ground...

every animal that creeps on the earth or the sea or the sky...

finds its life, its beginning and its end, in Jesus. 

"And the life was the light of men", means that light is the BEST PART OF US! 

That's the image of God placed in all of us regardless of race, ethnicity, social customs, economic status, and religious affiliation. As humans we are all bearers of the image of God.​[5] 

The best of who you are is not found in what you do, but in the image of God in you. 

And what John says is that Jesus, who gives us life, was not going to be defeated by what evil fills our world because he was on a mission. 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. ​[6]

There are times and seasons for us all where things might seem bleak, dark, wrong, evil, or plain hopeless at times, but that is never the end of the story. 

Why? 

Because when things seemed they could not get any worse, God stepped in to wage a battle against the forces of evil for the right to be on the throne of our hearts and this world. 

The Shameful Arrival 

––––––––
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He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.​[7]

Let's me say, if you've ever thought that Jesus had a cushy life and therefore can't relate to you and your problems, you are wrong.

Nothing is further from the truth. 

His troubles began with his birth. The ruler of the Jews at that time, King Herod, hunted Jesus as a baby and tried to kill him. Also, Mary, Jesus' mother, claimed to be a virgin when she became pregnant with Jesus before her wedding day which makes for some uncomfortable village drama no doubt growing up.

I am a firm believer that Mary really was a virgin, and that she conceived Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit before she married her husband as the Gospels tell us. Mary believed that. Joseph believed that. Matthew and Luke recorded this event happening. 

But do you really think everyone in town believed that?

Scripture neither confirms nor denies this theory, but human nature suggests that people would have snickered, gossiped, and pointed fingers behind Mary's back for the rest of her life. During Jesus' childhood, they might have said that Mary was a liar who cheated on her husband before marriage. In that culture, execution for such wrongdoing was justifiable. 

If this understanding of cruel human nature is true, Jesus would have grown up under a shadow of shame, enduring insults, and loneliness. 

Jesus didn't come to live in a wealthy and secure home but instead entered into poverty and darkness and chose what was no doubt a difficult life. 

Why would he do that?

Thankfully, the Gospel of John shares that secret with us.

Belief And Life

––––––––
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He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. ​[8]

Jesus chose the shame of his upbringing as the pathway to presenting a new beginning for those who receive him by their belief in him.  

Jesus has this way of tying together belief with a life that has purpose behind it, the life which God always desired for you and I to have. 

For God, that desire is for you to be part of his family!

And the pathway to that is through belief.

For Jesus, belief is not about simply thinking that God exists. Belief is trusting that God has been faithful and righteous in his ancient promises to set the world right and has initiated that work through Jesus, and we live our lives in reflection of that belief. 

How Jesus did that is beautifully unique and was accomplished through his life, death and resurrection. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.​[9]

God's mission of love in Jesus has been to establish his dwelling and domain among us where humanity worships God, enjoys him, and lives fruitful and abundant lives within their intended purpose for existing. 

The love story began in Genesis when he created the world.

The mission was obscured by our rebellion and rejection of God's Kingship and our decision for self-rule. 

Now God's response to the brokenness, in which each of us has played a part, is nothing like what we might imagine. 

He did not ignore the darkness, nor did he simply snap his fingers and make it go away or punish and destroy us for choosing it over him. 

Instead, in love and grace and truth, the invisible and almighty God took on flesh and weakness and pain to step into the mess which we often want to step out of in order to be with us. 

The thing in your life and mine we wish was not true or there is the very thing which Jesus deliberately chooses to step into.

Why?

Because Jesus knows by inhabiting our lives, God turns darkness and brokenness into light so that we can see his grace, his mercy, and his love for us. 

It doesn't matter what pain is in your lives, what haunts you and keeps you awake at night, what mistakes and shame you try to hide. There is no place too dark that Jesus can't step into and make his dwelling there in order to change the story.

All it takes, as John has told us, is to receive Jesus in belief and follow him. 

How The Darkness Will Fall 

When we look at Jesus, it seems that this is his method of continuing to fix the world, and it's not the means by which we often think.  

We typically think the world will be set right and fixed when we pour our resources, our time, and our energy into tackling and fighting back the world's problems, and that isn't necessarily wrong—in fact it's good and produces positive results. We should do those things and encourage those who are fighting that battle. 

But Jesus has a longer game in mind on how to set the world right. In his day the problems were far more and far greater than our own, but Jesus didn't address them. He was much more concerned by addressing the heart of people, because he knew that if the hearts of his followers were changed the problems of the world would change as well. 

The world does not need more of you. The world needs more of Jesus in you.

The reason that we do what we do as followers of Jesus is that we are motivated by and centered upon having more of Jesus in our lives. He makes us different and inspires us to do things differently. 

When we follow these leanings, we see God use us to help others. And we see ourselves looking more like our King Jesus.  

Going Forward

As you continue to read this book to uncover who Jesus is, what he's about, and what a life of following him can look like, I want you to ask yourself this question.

What dark areas of your life do you know you're keeping from Jesus?

Could it be an addiction?

Could it be a fear or insecurity?

Could it be something like trauma from your past?

Could it be a mistake or a way you hurt someone else? Or yourself?

In shame and fear, we all hide some kind of darkness. But Jesus is not intimidated or afraid of our darkness. He came and took on flesh in order to make his dwelling in our darkness. He turns our darkness into light. 

Jesus is not ashamed or afraid of your darkness!

Maybe the healing and the restoration and the world-changing begins when we find the courage to ask Jesus to dwell in those very same dark places in our lives. ​
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Chapter 2: Celebration in the Anxiety
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Read John Chapter 2

In the summer of 2019, I attended a wedding with my wife, Jodi, for one of our friends. This friend had been a great help with our own wedding a few years prior, and blessed us with a tremendously thoughtful gift. So, it meant a lot to us that we were there to support this friend's special day.

Like most couples at that time, the trend was to have your wedding in a big fancy barn surrounded by a freshly mowed field. For the most part the day was beautiful and filled with sunshine, but as we crossed onto the property a waterfall unexpectedly descended from the sky. Rain pounded the hood of our car, and even with the wipers on top speed, I could barely see. I did the kind husband thing and pulled up to the front where Jodi could stay dry as she got out. I then drove to the designated parking area—a field.

Once I parked, I realized I had two choices on how to get from my car to the barn entrance. Option one was to take the long, curvy gravel drive out and around to the barn door. With that much rain, I was sure to be soaked to the bone. Option two was to take the shorter route and charge through the field straight to the barn door. 

A word of advice: always choose the longer, safer route in this situation! 

I learned that the hard way. I hopped out of the car, sprinted toward the door, took one step, then another, and then suddenly...Pop!

I heard one pop, then another, and felt a breeze on my toes and had just enough time to ponder that strange feeling before I plummeted face first into the mud.

I was covered from head to toe in sloppy wet dirt and grass, with rain beating on my back, and my shoes stuck somewhere in the mud behind me. By the time I backtracked to recover my shoes and then continued sprinting to the barn I looked like some monster emerging from the swamp. I was an incredibly embarrassed mess. 

I don't think the bride and groom shared any pictures with me in them.

That's fine, it was quite enjoyable for my wife to watch it all happen. 

As I tried to clean off the clumps of mud smeared all over me, ignoring Jodi's laughter, I realized that I had suddenly become a cliché wedding crisis.

Every wedding has some sort of crisis, right? And often it has more than one. 

If you're married, I'm sure you've got some wedding crisis stories of your own. They're fun to look back on and laugh about, but in the moment, a problem during a wedding is the worst thing that can be happening in all of existence, or at least that's what we tell ourselves because of how it fills us with anxiety until the point we feel like we're going to explode!

Wedding crises are so common that they are even found within the Bible. Jesus was part of one, and how he dealt with that crisis teaches us some wonderful things about how Jesus deals with our anxiety.

The Wedding In Cana 

––––––––
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On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples.​[10]

On a beautiful day in a village overlooking the Sea of Galilee, everyone was gathered together for a wedding, and I do mean everyone. An event like this was years in the planning and everyone in the community and the surrounding communities traveled in to celebrate this joyous day. 

When you don't have a theater playing the latest and hottest summer release, or your favorite sports team is in the off-season, you'll go to any sort of entertainment. Here we find Jesus joining his family and friends at this wedding to take part in the celebration. 

But then the crisis hits.

When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine."​[11]

This is a huge deal, and not because the people enjoy drinking and have a problem with handling their alcohol. The bride and groom are expected to supply the food and drink for several days in this big party that they've been planning for years. Running out this quickly in the celebration was a sign of irresponsibility and lack of concern for your guests. It would look disrespectful. To fail in providing for their guests now would never be forgotten and would haunt the newly married couple for the rest of their lives. 

That's strange to those in a western culture like the United States because we don't live in a society that's governed by honor and shame. But it is like going to a wedding with your boss and your family there and you wear white (taboo), scream curses (rude), and during the whole ceremony you throw pies at the bride and groom (crazy and embarrassing).

That's about today's equivalent I can conjure to describe how bad this was for the happy couple.

It would have affected their jobs, their reputations, their friendships in the community. This was a big deal, one big enough that Mary, Jesus' mother, thought to bring to Jesus' attention.

Can you imagine the anxiety this could create in both the guests and the bride and groom as this special day begins to unravel into a bad day full of awkwardness and shame and anxiety?

And here's how Jesus responded to the situation. 

"Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come."​[12]

Ouch.

If I were to ever address my mom like that, she would slap me silly, because in our day it would sound like a rude response to Mary's question. But remember this is a 1st century world, not a 21st century world, and that means we are separated by two thousand years of cultural and social customs and history.

In reality, Jesus' reply to Mary was not so abrupt as it seems. His choice of words and phrasing in his language of the day are words full of deep respect, something that doesn't translate well in modern English. But it's what his words show us about Jesus' outlook on this crisis that is really important.

Handling The Mess 

Jesus' choice of words gives us a picture of his outlook on the situation. While everyone might be feeling the tension and anxiety of the moment, Jesus clearly recognizes that this is not something worth getting worked up about. 

It's funny how we get so anxious and worried over insignificant things. We tend to let insignificant factors determine whether our day is good or not. Stub your toe and suddenly it is a bad day, but find five bucks on the ground and it's a great day again. 

It's not that Jesus doesn't relate to how we feel, it's only that he's not sucked into the panic of insignificant issues. 

Instead, his response to his mother was to reassure her that:

He is aware of the situation.

He is not overwhelmed with anxiety by the situation.

He is God's agent in the world.

And that one day these petty little issues will no longer be our fear and concern.

So, Mary walks away from this and here's what happens: 

His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."​[13]

Jesus reassured Mary of many things here, but he never actually said he would help. But she's got a mother's intuition and I think she knew Jesus was going to help even if the issue wasn't a big concern to him. Maybe it was one of those classic, "Mom gets what Mom wants sort of situations."

Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.​[14]

These are jars of water people used for washing their hands before they ate. By that time of day, all the guests had arrived and cleaned themselves with it, and because this is late in the party we know this water is definitely dirty. Yet Jesus speaks to the servants and tells them:

"Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast." So they took it.​[15]

Can you imagine what these servants were thinking? They were probably thinking that Jesus was crazy and they are about to get fired for serving the host dirty, used water. If they weren't filled with anxiety before, they certainly were as they carried filthy water to the master of the feast and invited him to drink from it.

What they didn't know is that somehow in the transportation of this dirty water, Jesus had turned it into wine in their hands. 

Here's what we are told happens next:

When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now." This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. ​[16]

Looking At Our Problems

This story is unique, only found in John's Gospel, and despite the rest of the miracles John records, John gives no reason or teaching behind this miracle. He merely shows us that Jesus is not discouraged or swayed by our small issues of everyday life. 

Jesus sees the stressful situations that we see every day, but is not filled with anxiety by them. They don't have power over him like they do for us.

And.

Jesus is big, but he's not so big that he ignores our problems.

When Jesus came into this world and took on flesh and bone, it was to be in our lives, in the good times and the bad, and to bring conversion from dirty mess into moments of his glory. He came to bring conversion from dirty into holy, from sinners to saints, from death into life. For Jesus is the author of life and is capable of giving it even to what is dirty and dead to bring light out of the dark. 

If he turned water into wine, then maybe there's hope that he can turn the dirty mess of our lives into something wonderful.

Which brings to mind our question from the last chapter. You were encouraged to think about the areas of your life that maybe you are keeping Jesus locked out of.

Maybe it's a bad relationship.

Maybe it's an addiction.

Maybe it's a past mistake.

In seeing that Jesus can transform what is ugly and degrading and turn it into something beautiful, something that serves to bring peace into the lives of others, doesn't it make you wonder just a little bit what Jesus can accomplish in your life with that very thing you are holding onto?

In this wedding story, we see a Jesus who is not too big for the tiny stressful, everyday issues of life. We see a Jesus who not only faces the big issues of life, but even the smallest ones that determine the difference between a good day and a bad day.

Jesus isn't just interested in saving your soul, he is interested in being the peace where you are most stressed, and using you to bring peace into the dark places of others' lives.​
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Chapter 3: A Fresh Start
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Read John Chapter 3

Have you ever wanted to change who you were as a person?

I can remember in high school I changed my personality with every friend group I was a part of. On the soccer team, I was a jock. With geeks I was a geek. At church, I was the Bible nerd. On the debate team, I was the wacky genius. In college, I was the dungeon master.

Some of you will get that last one later.

The point is that I have gone through periods of my life changing bits of my personality to fit my context as I tried to figure out exactly who I was.

Now, before you criticize me, take a minute to look at your own high school years, and you'll see every teenager does this before they become adults. Many adults do it as well, trying to figure out who they are and who they are not.

I even know some retired and senior adults who do this.

But not everything I wanted to change about myself was surface level about my interests. There have been countless nights where I have looked at myself in the mirror at the end of the night, and I did not like what I saw looking back at me, and it had nothing to do with my appearance.  

Like anyone else, I looked at the things I didn't like about myself, called them evil, and made the determination that through sheer grit I could change myself into a better person. It didn't work. Surprise, surprise trying to make a plan to trick yourself into becoming a better person doesn't work, and it only leaves you feeling more like a failure and fraud.  

It took a while for me to realize I had fallen into a trap.

You can tell when you have fallen into this same trap when you lack grace for yourself and put impossible standards on yourself. This trap changes what you hear at church even, to where instead of hearing of the grace and mercy of Jesus you instead only hear, "Nice try, and better luck next time."

This trap erases the grace of God and turns Christianity into a works based religion where we are more fearful of making mistakes and being punished than living in the grace of God. It's a trap called Moralism and it is so common today.

We play our parts well. We smile when we have to and we go where we are needed. Yet we find ourselves doing the things we regret, that scream at us when we look at ourselves in the mirror because we know at the end of the day we are neither who we want to be, nor who we were supposed to be. Despite what we make everyone else around us think, we are broken and need help.

What if I were to tell you, you are not alone in thinking this way, and that there's real hope for change in your life?

Yes, you have not been who you were supposed to be, but what if there was a way of changing who you are? What if there were steps leading down a new path—this one that will lead to life and not destruction?

Would it not be worth taking? 

Would it not be worth it if there was even a sliver of hope that the journey will change us into people we never thought we could be?

That's what brought a man named Nicodemus to secretly meet with Jesus under the cover of night. 

Secret Meetings 

––––––––
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Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.​[17]

The Pharisees really get a bad reputation, but in all honesty, if you and I were living in first century Israel before Jesus appeared on the scene, we would want to be a Pharisee. 

They were the rock stars of their day. 

You see, there were two religious divisions in Judaism at the time, the Pharisees and the Sadducees. Their differences stemmed from the fact that the Jews lived under Roman occupation and each religious group had different responses to such reality. 

In one corner, you have the Sadducees, who were more interested in political power and maintaining their legal authority than making things better for the people. Their message was in short that God wasn't going to rescue them from the Romans and the people needed to learn to cope with their new reality and submit to the authority of both the Sadducees and the Romans. 

The Pharisees were much more encouraging in their own somewhat discouraging way. This group believed one day God would rescue Israel in another great and mighty work like in the days of Moses. The catch was that the people needed to make extra effort to make themselves holy and prove to God that they were worth saving. So basically they preached a message saying God would save you, but only if you prove yourself worth saving by extreme measures of devotion. It's what led to some extreme legalistic teachings.  

These two groups, as you can imagine, did not get along. One group was interested in maintaining their political power and authority, and the other offered hope of revolution at the hand of oppressive religious and ethnically segregated laws.

Hope of any sort in that day made you a rock star.  Even if that hope was tied to a message of religious oppression.

And Nicodemus was the king of the rock stars. 

Nicodemus is a powerful individual of high intelligence, wealth and prestige. He was highly respected. Everyone wanted to be Nicodemus or to be in his company.

But Nicodemus wanted more than anything to be in the company of Jesus.

This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him. ​[18]

In the dead of night, Nicodemus comes to Jesus, and maybe he chose that time because he feared what people thought, or maybe because he wanted to have an uninterrupted and private conversation with Jesus. Whatever motivations Nicodemus had, it is clear that by this point in Jesus' life and career that he has not only drawn the attention of some really powerful individuals, but even their reverence and respect. 
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