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			Dedication

			
		
    Some of us sometimes think that we might cry out, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" There are seasons when the brightness of our Father's smile is eclipsed by clouds and darkness; but let us remember that God never really forsakes us. It is only an apparent abandonment to us, but in Christ's case it was a real abandonment. We grieve for a little withdrawal of our Father's love; but the real departure of God's face from His Son, who shall calculate how deep was the agony it caused Him? In our case, our cry is often dictated by unbelief: in His case, it was the expression of a terrible fact, for God had really departed from Him for a time. O you, poor afflicted soul, who once lived in the sunlight of God's face, but are now in darkness, remember that He has not really forsaken you. God in the clouds is as much our God as when He shines with all the brightness of His grace; but since even the thought that He has forsaken us gives us agony, what must have been the Savior's grief when He exclaimed, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"











— Charles Spurgeon
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Introduction
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The Gospel according to Luke emphasizes the humanity of the Lord, whose mission was to seek and to save that which was lost, 19.10. On every page we meet face to face the One who expresses divine love in "gracious words" and "glorious things", 4.22, 13.17. His passionate heart for fallen man is manifested in deeds as well as words. His passionate heart for fallen man is manifested in deed as well as word. What mind enlightened by the Spirit can fail to see that there is deep meaning in such parables as those of the prodigal son and the good Samaritan? Seeking and saving is the peculiar work of Jesus, and it is of this that we read throughout the Gospel according to Luke.

As one who accompanied Paul much, and of whom it is said in Colossians 4:14 that he was the "beloved physician," Luke offers beautiful details, especially in writing of miracles and gestures of compassion; for example in the account of the deceased man of Nain, 7:12. Until the end of the narrative, we are considering the Lord Jesus as one who, by life and tongue, speaks in terms that we can understand and bring God close to us as it were.

This mighty worker declares himself, and Luke expounds this statement by writing things in order from their origin, as he says in 1.3. Others had tried to relate "the things which among us have been most certain," and Luke took upon himself the task of ordering them rightly, since he knew them from the beginning. He is not willing to leave them in the form of an oral tradition, but sees the need for a permanent and unchanging exposition so that Theophilus would have certainty about them.

We also do well to plot these things accurately. As far as we know, Luke is the only Gentile writer in the Bible. He writes in narrative to another Gentile, Theophilus, and our interest deepens as we realize that this good news is addressed to us Gentiles, because Israel ignored it.
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Chapter 1.1 to 38 

Purposes and People 
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The people who stand out in this story are Herod, Zechariah, Elizabeth, Gabriel, Joseph and Mary. With the exception of Gabriel, a sample of the humanity through whom God will work to bring the good news of salvation is presented. A pagan monarch, a Hebrew priest and a childless wife; a male named Joseph and a virgin by name Mary. It does not seem to be a very prominent assortment, but they were destined to be closely associated with the One who would come to seek and save the lost.

Both Zechariah and Elizabeth were "righteous before God", morally and ceremonially. But, they suffered a great disappointment in life; they were childless. Elizabeth was barren. In time, her prayer on this matter was heard, as Gabriel announced to Zechariah. Joy and gladness were promised by the heavenly messenger, but unbelief robbed Zechariah of any pleasure in anticipating the event (as unbelief always does), and the angel informed him that he would remain mute until what was promised happened.

"The multitude of the people were outside praying at the hour of incense". The angelic confirmation that Zechariah's prayer had been heard reminds us that, however much we pray, and however many different things we ask, "if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions we have asked of him", 1 John 5.14, 15.

Little did Zechariah and Elizabeth understand that their promised son was to be the forerunner of the Messiah, who would have an enormous impact on the society of his day, and would be singled out by the Lord Jesus as the greatest of the prophets.

Gabriel's announcement to Mary was amazing, and she received it in the beauty and simplicity of true faith: "Let it be done unto me according to thy word". We have discovered something about the writer's purposes, 1.1 to 4, and we have met some of the people involved in that year which has to be one of the most stupendous there has ever been in all of God's dealings with mankind.
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Chapter 1.39 to 80 

The Lord Engrandecido
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Elizabeth blessed her cousin Mary with a loud voice; Mary magnified the Lord, filled with the Holy Spirit; Zechariah blessed "the Lord God of Israel". That atmosphere of praise leads our thoughts to Psalm 34:3 and the invitation there, "Let us magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name to one." It is in these circumstances and through this wonderful introduction to the Gospel according to Luke that we catch something of the excitement in the area where these events took place. Greater was to be the stir, not only in "a city of Galilee, called Nazareth," on the mountain, and in "a city of Judah," for this son of Elizabeth, like John the Baptist, was to thunder words of warning to a "generation of vipers," announcing that "all flesh shall see the salvation of God."

This is the approach Luke captures in presenting to his friend, and indeed to all other readers of the Gospel, an accurate account of the events surrounding the birth of John the Baptist and preceding the birth of Mary's son, the Jesus.

There is always a certain atmosphere of joy when the Lord blesses his people, and these humble people had great reason to rejoice together as they saw with spiritual intelligence the beginning of God's activities to save mankind by grace. As might be expected, references to rejoicing, joy and praise are frequent in the Gospel according to Luke. The first chapter presents two women with reason to rejoice: Elizabeth in 1:58 and Mary in 1:46, 47. Near the end of the Gospel, Luke writes of a small group in Jerusalem, astonished at the news brought by two who had just seen Jesus after his resurrection, who "for joy, did not believe it", 24:41. The writing ends with the words, "They were always in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.

The scene that now unfolds at the beginning is, as it were, to demonstrate the power and love of God that would bring salvation to all men through Jesus Christ. The first chapter ends with a reference to the Baptist, still a child, who was developing in body and spirit in preparation for his public manifestation to Israel.
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Chapter 2.1 to 31 

The Savior has arrived
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Paul's words, "he became poor," 2 Corinthians 8:9, come to mind when reading this account of Jesus' birth. Following a decree of Caesar Augustus, Joseph and Mary traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem to fulfill the census. While there, Mary gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger. It was the beginning of the wonderful story of how God's grace, manifesting salvation to all men, came by "the man Christ Jesus", 1 Timothy 2.5, Titus 2.11, John 1.17.

Notwithstanding the general ignorance of the birth of Jesus, the lowliness of the atmosphere, and the total absence of celebration on such a momentous occasion, there were some, even people of low social standing, to whom the angel of the Lord gave tidings of great joy. The shepherds, to whom this joyful news was announced, were in great awe, and they were surely even more astonished when a multitude of the heavenly host joined with the angel in praising God.

Let not our familiarity with the story of Jesus' coming diminish our sense of rejoicing and wonder. There was born into this world a truthful, pure and sinless man. He came down from heaven, John 6:38, to give his life as a ransom for all, 1 Timothy 2:6. May this be more than mere history to us, for it has to do with our personal need and eternal salvation.

The glory of the Lord shone forth when the Lord Jesus took up residence here on earth and dwelt among us, John 1.14. This corresponds to the glory that filled the tabernacle and the temple when the ark was brought in, Exodus 40.34 and 2 Chronicles 5.14.

Many marveled and some feared when the Savior of the world came, John 4:42. The shepherds glorified and praised God. A righteous and godly man blessed God, saying, "Now, Lord, you dismiss your servant in peace." An old woman named Anna gave thanks to God, speaking of the child to all who were waiting for redemption in Jerusalem.

Luke knew that the coming of the man Jesus Christ was for the redemption of the sinner, and that this would ultimately require his vicarious death on Calvary.
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Chapter 2.40 to 52 

Lost and Found
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It was at the age of twelve that Jewish boys began to attend the festivals in Jerusalem, and at this age Jesus was taken to the holy convocation of the Passover, as stated in Deuteronomy 16.1, 2. It must have been a great attraction for Him to approach the rabbis as they discussed the matters of the law of Moses along with "the tradition of the elders" and "the commandments of men," Mark 7.5 to 7. It was men like these who later fiercely opposed Him and cried out for His death. He stayed in Jerusalem while Mary and Joseph, unaware of the fact, traveled "a day's journey," thinking He was among the company.

Disappointments usually come when we "think" this or that about the Lord. For example, there is the case of 3.23: "son, as it was thought, of Joseph". Mary Magdalene's unspeakable joy was stopped even when she was so close to Him, because she thought He was the gardener, John 20.15.

The parents of the "baby Jesus" suddenly became aware of his absence from among the group of his relatives and acquaintances. They searched for three days in sorrow until they found him in the temple. He was not teaching, but listening and questioning the doctors of the law. We will read more of his wonderful words as we continue in the Gospel according to Luke.

They were surprised, even His mother, who was inwardly perplexed but kept all these things in her heart, 2.19, 51. Those who should have known Him best on earth seem to have known Him very little. They knew what He was about, but when He declared what He was about, they did not understand the words He spoke to them, 2.49, 50. Later He would tell His disciples that doing His Father's will was His food, the very existence of His life, John 4.34.
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