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    To my beloved mother, whose wisdom has been the guiding river in my life, and whose stories shaped the way I see the world.

And to my precious children and spouse, whose laughter, questions, and curiosity remind me daily of the wonder of childhood. May you always listen, learn, and walk safely in the light of love

      

    



  	
        
            
            "Some rules keep us safe… even when we don't understand them."

"When the river speaks, every child must listen."
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✨DESCRIPTION 

Jojo and Naana know the rule: never go to River Tumbu on a Tuesday. That’s the day the river goddess, Jinta, bathes—and she does not like to be seen.

But on one scorching summer afternoon, Jojo convinces his little sister to break Mama’s warning. What begins as an innocent game turns into a chilling encounter with the powerful goddess herself.

Will they escape her wrath? And what lesson will they—and the whole village—learn from their mistake?

This beautifully illustrated village tale weaves mystery, culture, and wisdom into a story children will never forget. A perfect read-aloud for families, schools, and libraries, reminding young readers that some rules are not just rules—they are protection.
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✨ DEDICATION

To my beloved mother, whose wisdom has been the guiding river in my life, and whose stories shaped the way I see the world.

And to my precious children, whose laughter, questions, and curiosity remind me daily of the wonder of childhood. May you always listen, learn, and walk safely in the light of love.
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✨ GLOSSARY

River Tumbu – The river near Jojo and Naana’s village. In the story, it is believed to belong to the goddess Jinta.

Goddess Jinta – A powerful spirit who guards River Tumbu.

Curse – A magical punishment for breaking a sacred rule.

Reeds – Tall plants that grow by the river.

Villagers – People who live together in Jojo and Naana’s community.

Tradition – Ways of living and rules passed down from parents and grandparents.
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✨ DID YOU KNOW?

Rivers are often seen as sacred in many African cultures.

Stories about river goddesses teach children about respect and safety.

Warnings often carry hidden wisdom.

Every culture has special rules and stories to guide children.
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✨ QUESTIONS TO THINK About
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