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Preface

Heat doesn’t always come as fire.

 

Sometimes it begins as a whisper — a brush of silk against skin, a voice in the dark, a word pressed too close to the lips. In the House of Pleasure, whispers carried more danger than screams. They slipped into the air like smoke, curling around the ears of anyone listening, and once heard, they could never be forgotten.

 

Isolde had entered the library only to escape the noise of the ballroom. Her gown of ivory satin hugged her breasts tight, nipples peaked against the fabric, her breath shallow with restless hunger she did not understand. She thought the library would be silent.

 

But then Lucien’s voice came low, velvet, merciless in the shadows. His words brushed her skin like heat itself.

 

The whisper burned.

The whisper moaned.

And the House was listening.
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Chapter One — The First Whisper

The library glowed with candlelight, tall shelves casting long shadows across marble floors. Books lined every wall, their spines gleaming gold, the air thick with leather, ink, and fire.

Isolde’s ivory satin gown clung to her curves, neckline dipping low, fabric stretched tight over her breasts. Her nipples stiffened against the silk with every shift, betraying her restless hunger. She brushed her fingers across the spines of books, lips parted in a shallow breath.

That was when she heard it.

A whisper. Low, velvet, searing.

“Already trembling, angel?”

Her breath caught. She turned — but Lucien was already there, stepping from the shadows. Tall, broad, his coat discarded, shirt loose and open at the chest. His eyes burned dark, fixed on the rise of her breasts straining against satin.

She tried to step back, but his hand was faster, seizing her wrist, pulling her into the shelves. Her back pressed into the wood, books trembling around her. His chest leaned close, the heat of him overwhelming, his lips grazing her ear as he whispered again, jagged:

“Say it. Whisper for me. Whisper your moan.”

Her cheeks flushed crimson, shame clawing at her throat, but her body betrayed her. Satin scraped her nipples sharp, convulsing, and the sound broke free before she could stop it.

“Mmmhh… ohhh… God…”

The library seized it. Shelves groaned, books quivered, pages fluttered open as though her moan had stirred them to life.

Above, silence shattered — gasps caught beyond the library doors, whispers tangled sharp in the hall. They were listening.

Lucien groaned guttural, his forehead pressing to hers, chest grinding into her trembling breasts. His voice tore molten, dangerous at her lips:
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