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Description

Discover the rich historical heritage of Indiana using this comprehensive directory of the state's diverse assortment of museums. Exploring Indiana's Museums includes the complete book, Short History of Museums, as well as a history of the Indiana State Museum and its State Historic Sites. The Short History of Museums relates the history of the ancient museums and includes a listing of the world's leading museums. This guide in an invaluable aid to homeschool parents on a quest to educate their children in the history and culture of Indiana. The guide includes history, art, train, fire department, children's and many other types of museums.

At the time of this book’s publishing Indiana had approximately 348 museums located in most of its counties. 
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Early museums
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The first museums were the domains of wealthy individuals that began collection various artifacts or documents into collections they called wonder rooms or cabinets of curiosities. These early museums reflected the interests of the individuals that owned them and included collections of documents, art, natural objects like rocks or plants and historic artifacts. The owners gained social status among their peers by forming these collections and generally only allowed a select few to visit and view their collections. Ulisse Aldrovandi became one of the first men to scientifically organize and collect materials in a manner similar to modern museums. 

Ulisse Aldrovandi (September 11, 1522 – May 4, 1605) 

The son of Teseo and Veronica Aldrovandi, Ulisse was native to Bologna, Italy. His father died when he was seven years old, leaving his family in bad straits. However when his mother’s first cousin, Ugo Boncompagni, gained election as Pope Gregory XIII the family's prospects improved. His mother sent him to apprentice to a scribe at age 14, however Aldrovandi displayed an interest in mathematics. He attended the University of Padua from 1548 - 1549, studying philosophy and mathematics. During these years he met the professor of natural history at the University of Bologna in 1556, Guillaume Rondelet, where he learned to love natural history. Sometime after this he studied medicine at the University of Bologna, earning a medical degree in 1553. In the interim, he had a narrow escape from the Inquisition after he was accused of heresy. In 1556 he succeeded Rondelet. He established the botanical garden at that university in 1568. Aldrovandi collected botanical specimens from all over the world and initiated a collection of drawings of rare animals that grew to over 8000 planks. About 3000 of these still exist at the Biblioteca Universitaria di Bologna. He conductive research, however he published very little of it during his lifetime. He is best known for Monstrorum historia cum Paralipomenis historiae omnium animalium. Other works included Herbarium, the Ornithologiae hoc est de avibus, De animalibus insectis libri septem and the Natural History, the Ornithology (published from 1599 - 1603). His work has led many to call him the founder of modern Natural History.
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World Museums
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Ennigaldi-Nanna's Museum

Dating to about 530 BC, many think this museum is the world's oldest museum. The museum was in the ancient kingdom of Ur, now in the Dhi Qar Governorate of Iraq. British archeologist Sir Charles Leonard Woolley discovered and began excavating the site in 1925. While excavating a palace they discovered a collection of artifacts that appeared to be organized and labeled. These items originated in different geographic regions and historic times, but someone had organized them. The curator, believed to be the Princess Ennigaldi-Nanna, had written the labels in three languages, including Sumerian. many of the artifacts in the museum were already centuries old when she collected them. Historians believe that she used the museum to interpret the regions, and her dynasty's, history to others. 

Capitoline Museums

Pope Sixtus IV donated several bronze statues to the city of Rome in 1471, placing the collection on Capitoline Hill. The museum, still in existence and open to the public, claims the status of the oldest museum in the world. The collection of artifacts and art grew over the years to include ancient Roman statues, inscriptions, art, jewels and other historic artifacts. Pope Clement XII opened the museum to the public in 1734. The museum includes three main buildings linked by an underground gallery that passes under the piazza. Visitors will find a restaurant on the top level that provides a magnificent vista of Rome. 

Musei Capitolini

Piazza del Campidoglio 1 

Capitoline Hill

00186 Roma. 

Telephone +39 060608

http://www.museicapitolini.org/en/

Vatican Museums

The Vatican Museums originated with the discovery of the sculpture Laocoön and His Sons in a vineyard owned by Felice De Fredis near the near the basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome on January 14, 1506. Pope Julius II acquired the sculpture, which depicts a Trojan priest and his sons under attack by giant serpents. The pope had the sculpture put on public display at the Vatican. Later popes added to the collection, which grew to include works of art, religious paraphernalia, carriages used by the popes as well as a wealth of other historical artifacts and document. 

The extensive museum complex includes:

Vatican Museums and Sistine Chapel

Vatican Gardens

Clementino Museum

Gregorian Egyptian

Museum

Gregorian Etruscan Museum

Pio Clementino Museum

Chiaramonti Museum

Lapidary Gallery

Gregoriano Profano Museum

Lapidario Profano ex Lateranense

Pius-Christian Museum

Christian Lapidarium

Jewish Lapidarium

Pinacoteca

Ethnological Museum Anima Mundi

Carriage Pavilion

Christian Museum

Profane Museum

Room of the Aldobrandini Wedding

Chapel of St. Peter Martyr

Collection of Contemporary Art

Sistine ChapelRaphael's Rooms

Borgia Apartment

Niccoline Chapel

Chapel of Urban VIII

Room of the Immaculate Conception

Room of the Chiaroscuri

http://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en.html

+39 06 69884676

+39 06 69883145

info.mv@scv.va

Office of the Directorate

+39 06 69883332

musei@scv.va

Ambras Castle

The original castle on the site was built sometime during the Eleventh Century AD. Henry X, Duke of Bavaria, Henry the Proud, destroyed the original castle in 1133 during a devastating war with Count Frederick of Bogen as the two men struggled to determine who would be the Bishop of Regensburg. Ferdinand II, Archduke of Austria had the castle rebuilt, using portions of the ruins for the construction of the new castle during the years 1570–72. He used his new Renaissance style castle to showcase his vast collection of armor, weapons, portraits, natural objects, rarities, scientific and musical instruments, books and artifacts. He expanded this collection in 1589 to include another building in which he housed a collection of armor belonging to renowned heroes. After about 1606 the castle declined in status and was neglected. Emperor Leopold I had the books, art and many other artifacts moved to Vienna, where they are now kept in the National Library. Archduke Karl Ludwig (1833–96)had the castle remodeled in 1855. He used it as a summer residence. The Republic of Austria acquired the castle in 1919. The Kunsthistorisches Museum Vienna assumed administration of the castle in in 1950 and converted it into a museum in the 1970's. Today the museum houses a vast collection of armor, books, portraits and other art pieces and is one of Austria's most popular attractions. 

Ambras Castle

Schlossstraße 20

6020 Innsbruck Austria

T +43 1 525 24– 4802

info@schlossambras-innsbruck.at

https://www.schlossambras-innsbruck.at/en/

British Museum

English physician Sir Hans Sloane bequeathed his collection of over 70,000 artifacts to the British government on condition that they government would remit £20,000 to his heirs after his death. Parliament accepted the offer and adopted an act on June 7, 1753, that established the British Museum. Sloane's collection consisted of a diverse mixture of art, and botanic specimens, books, documents and various artifacts. King George II added the Old Royal Library to the collection in 1757. The museum opened on January 15, 1759 in the Montagu House at the museum’s current location. Admission was free. 

https://www.britishmuseum.org/

National Museum of China

The Preparatory Office of the National Museum of History, predecessor of the National Museum of China, formed on July 9, 1912 at the Imperial College (Guozijian) in Beijing. In 1918 the museum moved to the Duanmen and Wumen of the Forbidden City. On October 1, 1926 the museum was renamed the National Museum of History. The government of the People's Republic of China renamed it the Beijing Museum of History on October 1949. The Preparatory Office of the National Museum of Revolution formed in March 1950. The Communist Party's Central Committee decided to build two museums, the National Museum of Chinese History and the National Museum of Chinese Revolution in August 1958. Construction of these facilities completed on in August 1959. The museums merged in 1983, however they split again in 1983 only to merge again in 2003. The museum underwent a major renovation in 2011. 

16 East Chang’an Avenue

Dongcheng District

Beijing 100006, P. R. China

http://en.chnmuseum.cn/default.aspx?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
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January 12, 1773 - First Public Museum Established in the American Colonies

Members of the Charleston Library Society established the Charleston Museum on January 12, 1773. The British Museum, established in 1753, served as an inspiration for its establishment. 

Charleston Library Society

The Charleston Library Society began serving Charleston in 1748. It is the third oldest library in the United States. Only the Library Company of Philadelphia (1731) and the Redwood Library and Athenaeum of Newport, Rhode Island (1747) are older. At a meeting on June 13, 1748 seventeen Charleston male citizens each contributed ten pounds sterling to purchase land for a library. By December the project had advanced far enough for them to begin acquiring books. By 1773 the Library was ready to tackle another ambitious project.

Charleston Museum

The Society established the museum in 1773, partly because of the members' inspiration with the formation of the British Museum in 1759. A fire in 1778 destroyed most of the museum's original collection. By 1852 the Museum had rebuilt the collection to be declared one of the finest in America by scientist Louis Aggasiz. The Museum closed for a time during the disruptions of the Revolutionary War. By the 1790's the museum had resumed operations and collections of artifacts. The museum again had to close during the American Civil War but again reopened after the conflict. It opened to the public in 1824. The Charlestown Museum operates three other sites:

Joseph Manigault House

Heyward-Washington House

Dill Sanctuary

Joseph Manigault House

Built in 1803, this antebellum mansion on Mission Street is a fine example of Federal period architecture. The home is open to the public.

Heyward-Washington House

A Georgian-style double house constructed in 1773, this home served as the home of Thomas Heyward, one of South Carolina's four signers of the Declaration of Independence. President George Washington stayed in the house for a week in 1791 when he stayed in Charleston. 

Dill Sanctuary

Owned by the Charleston Museum, the Sanctuary is on James Island. The only visitors permitted are participants in one of the Museums educational programs. 

Charleston Museum 

360 Meeting Street

Charleston, SC 29403

843-722-2996 

https://www.charlestonmuseum.org/

Smithsonian Institution

British scientist James Smithson passed away in in 1829 and bequeathed his fortune to his nephew, Henry James Hungerford. Hungerford, in turn, willed the fortune to the United States at his death in 1835. He stipulated that the money was to be used "to found at Washington, under the name of the Smithsonian Institution, an Establishment for the increase & diffusion of knowledge among men." The Congress accepted the money, sending American diplomat Richard Rush to collect the 105 bags filled with 104,960 gold sovereigns. The gift amounted about $500,000, or $11,764,000 in current dollars. The Congress, true to form, haggled over the use of the funds, meanwhile investing the fortune in the Arkansas bonds. Arkansas defaulted and the money was lost. John Quincy Adams convinced Congress to restore the funds, with interest, and use them for their intended purpose. After continued debate, the Congress established the Smithsonian Institution on August 10, 1846. The Institute has evolved into a major research facility, museum and repository of knowledge. The first museum was the Smithsonian Institution Building, which opened in 1855. 

The Smithsonian Institution features several different museums around Washington DC as well as a large zoo as well as exhibitions and affiliate museums all across the United States. 

The Smithsonian includes:

Freer and Sackler Galleries

National Museum of Natural History

National Air and Space Museum

U.S. Botanic Garden

National Museum of African American History and Culture

Hirshhorn Museum

National Archives

National Museum of African Art

National Gallery of Art

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum

National Museum of American History

National Museum of the American Indian

For more information, contact:

Smithsonian Institution

PO Box 37012 

SI Building, Room 153, MRC 010 

Washington, D.C. 20013-7012

info@si.edu 

202.633.1000

https://www.si.edu/

James Smithson (c. 1765 – 27 June 1829) 

The illegitimate son of Hugh Percy, 1st Duke of Northumberland and the widow Elizabeth Hungerford Keate Macie, James was born in Paris. His birth took place in secrecy, his birth name was Francophone Jacques-Louis Macie. He would later alter his name James Louis Macie. His mother passed away in 1801, at which time he adopted his father's original surname, Smithson. His father had changed his last name when he married Lady Elizabeth Seymour, an heiress of the Percy family. He received a good education in England as a child and enrolled in 1782 at Pembroke College, Oxford. He graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 1786. Intensely interested in science, Smithson took part in several geological expedition as a student and published several papers about his observations. His work led him to become considered a talented amateur by other scientists. Smithson studied a wide range of scientific subjects and produced over 27 published papers on topics that varied from a study of the composition of human tears to producing brass. Smithson inherited a portion of his mother's wealth when she passed away in 1800, the other half going to his brother. Smithson did not marry and had no heirs. He passed away in Genoa, Italy and was interred there. His remains were moved to the Institute that bears his name in the United States, the Smithsonian Institute in 1904 when the cemetery was going to be moved. Alexander Graham Bell suggested the move and presided over it. 

At his death, he bequeathed his fortune to his nephew, Henry James Hungerford.

National Archives

The National Archives maintains a number of facilities, including Presidential Libraries, all across the United States. The National Archives in Washington DC contains important historical documents like the Constitution, Declaration of Independence, Bill of Rights and other documents. 

National Archives in Washington, DC

700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 

Washington, DC 20408

https://www.archives.gov/dc

National Archives in Washington, DC

700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20408

"National Archives Experience" - The Rotunda, The Public Vaults, The William McGowan Theater, The Lawrence F. O'Brien Gallery Visit the National Archives Museum

Atlanta Federal Records Center

4712 Southpark Blvd

Ellenwood, GA 30294

https://www.archives.gov/frc/atlanta/

National Archives at Atlanta, GA

5780 Jonesboro Road

Morrow, GA 30260

https://www.archives.gov/atlanta/

Boston Federal Records Center

Frederick C. Murphy Federal Center

Waltham, MA 02452-6399

https://www.archives.gov/frc/boston/

National Archives at Boston, MA

Frederick C. Murphy Federal Center,

Waltham, MA 02452-6399

Available services: Reference Room, Research Room

https://www.archives.gov/boston/

Chicago Federal Records Center

7358 South Pulaski Road,

Chicago, IL 60629-5898

https://www.archives.gov/frc/chicago/

National Archives at Chicago, IL

7358 South Pulaski Road

Chicago, IL 60629-5898

https://www.archives.gov/chicago/

National Archives at College Park, MD

8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740-6001

https://www.archives.gov/college-park/

Dayton Federal Records Center

3150 Springboro Road

Moraine, OH 45439

https://www.archives.gov/frc/dayton/

Denver Federal Records Center

17101 Huron Street

Broomfield, CO 80023-8909

https://www.archives.gov/frc/denver/

National Archives at Denver, CO

17101 Huron Street

Broomfield, CO 80023-8909

https://www.archives.gov/denver/

Fort Worth Federal Records Center

1400 John Burgess Drive

Fort Worth, TX 76140

https://www.archives.gov/frc/fort-worth/

National Archives at Fort Worth, TX

1400 John Burgess Drive

Fort Worth, TX 76140

https://www.archives.gov/fort-worth/

Kansas City Federal Records Center

8600 NE Underground Drive

Pillar 300-G

Kansas City, MO 64161

https://www.archives.gov/frc/kansas-city/

National Archives at Kansas City, MO

400 West Pershing Road

Kansas City, MO 64108

https://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/

Kingsridge Federal Records Center

8801 Kingsridge Drive

Miamisburg, OH 45458

Available services: Records Center

https://www.archives.gov/frc/kingsridge/

Lee's Summit Federal Records Center

200 Space Center Drive

Lee’s Summit, MO 64064-1182

Available services: Records Center

https://www.archives.gov/frc/lees-summit/

Lenexa Federal Records Center

17501 W. 98th

Lenexa, KS 66219

Available services: Records Center

https://www.archives.gov/frc/lenexa/

National Archives at New York City, NY

One Bowling Green, 

3rd floor, 

New York, NY 10004-1415

https://www.archives.gov/nyc/

Philadelphia Federal Records Center

14700 Townsend Road, 

Philadelphia, PA 19154-1096

https://www.archives.gov/frc/philadelphia/

National Archives at Philadelphia, PA

14700 Townsend Road, 

Philadelphia, PA 19154-1096

https://www.archives.gov/philadelphia/

Pittsfield Federal Records Center

10 Conte Drive, 

Pittsfield, MA 01201-8230

https://www.archives.gov/frc/pittsfield/

Riverside Federal Records Center

23123 Cajalco Road, 

Perris, CA 92570-7298

https://www.archives.gov/frc/riverside/

National Archives at Riverside, CA

23123 Cajalco Road, 

Perris, CA 92570

https://www.archives.gov/riverside/

San Bruno Federal Records Center

Leo J. Ryan Building, 

1000 Commodore Drive, San Bruno, CA 94066-2350

https://www.archives.gov/frc/san-francisco/

National Archives at San Francisco, CA

Leo J. Ryan Building, 

1000 Commodore Drive, 

San Bruno, CA 94066-2350

https://www.archives.gov/san-francisco/

Seattle Federal Records Center

6125 Sand Point Way, 

NE, Seattle, WA 98115-7999

https://www.archives.gov/frc/seattle/

National Archives at Seattle, WA

6125 Sand Point Way, 

NE, Seattle, WA 98115-7999

https://www.archives.gov/seattle/

National Archives at St. Louis, MO

1 Archives Drive, 

St. Louis, MO 63138

https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/

National Personnel Records Center (Military)

1 Archives Drive, 

Spanish Lake, MO 63138

https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center

National Personnel Records Center (Civilian)

1411 Boulder Boulevard , 

Valmeyer, IL 62295

Available services: 

Records Center, National Personnel Records Center

https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center/civilian-non-archival

Washington National Records Center

4205 Suitland Road, 

Suitland, MD 20746-8001

Available services: 

Archival Research Room, Records Center

https://www.archives.gov/suitland

Office of the Federal Register

7 G Street, 

NW, Suite A-734, 

Washington, DC 20401

Available services: 

Review Public Inspection Documents

https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/contact

Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and Museum

210 Parkside Drive, 

West Branch, IA 52358

http://www.hoover.archives.gov/

Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

4079 Albany Post Road,

Hyde Park, NY 12538-1999

http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/

Harry S. Truman Presidential Library and Museum

500 W. U.S. Hwy 24, 

Independence, MO 64050-1798

http://www.trumanlibrary.org/

Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library and Museum

200 SE. Fourth Street, 

Abilene, KS 67410-2900

http://www.eisenhower.archives.gov/

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum

Columbia Point, 

Boston, MA 02125-3398

http://www.jfklibrary.org/

Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library and Museum

2313 Red River Street, 

Austin, TX 78705-5702

http://www.lbjlibrary.org/

Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum

18001 Yorba Linda Boulevard, 

Yorba Linda, CA 92886-3903

http://www.nixonlibrary.gov/

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

1000 Beal Avenue, 

Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2114

http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum

303 Pearl Street, 

Grand Rapids, MI 49504-5353

http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/

Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum

441 Freedom Parkway, 

Atlanta, GA 30307-1498

http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/

Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum

40 Presidential Drive, 

Simi Valley, CA 93065-0699

http://www.reaganlibrary.gov/

George Bush Presidential Library and Museum

1000 George Bush Drive West, 

College Station, TX 77845

https://bush41library.tamu.edu/

William J. Clinton Presidential Library and Museum

1200 President Clinton Avenue, 

Little Rock, AR 72201

https://www.clintonlibrary.gov/

George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum

2943 SMU Blvd., 

Dallas, TX 75205

http://www.georgewbushlibrary.smu.edu/

Barack Obama Presidential Library

2500 W. Golf Road, 

Hoffman Estates, IL 60169

https://www.obamalibrary.gov/

The National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740-6001

1-866-272-6272

https://museum.archives.gov/
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