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I stare enviously out across the beach at my friends having fun. The sun is beaming down and making the sand look like it’s covered in millions of sparkling diamonds. Unfortunately, I’m stuck at work in the Surf Shack, putting up with grumpy customers and annoying kids having tantrums. But as much as I would rather be out on the beach with my friends, there is one reason why I don’t mind too much that I’m stuck at work. Sean—my boss—should be arriving later to do a stocktake. Even though Sean is my boss and more than twice my age, he’s my ultimate fantasy. I’ve fancied him for the past year or two and every time I see him, I just melt inside. He’s one, hot sexy stud. Mature and solid with muscle, and the way his eyes twinkle at me gets me wet every time. I’ve spent many a night playing with my pussy while thinking about him. But that’s as close as I’ve got to any kind of sexual activity. Unlike the rest of my friends, I’m still a virgin. It doesn’t bother me too much as I’m determined to save myself for Sean. But of course, that’s if Sean will ever want me. I’m only twenty and he’s in his mid-forties. Would a mature guy as hot as Sean be interested in me? Then of course there’s my family. I don’t see them approving of me being with an older man. Things could get out of hand and become difficult. 

But fucking Sean is just a fantasy. I’ve never made a move on him and knowing me, I probably never will. He’s just too off-limits. My friends all have boyfriends and so that makes me the odd one out, but I just have no interest in guys my own age. It’s no secret that I fancy Sean and my friends all think I’m mad, even though he’s hot with his sun-drenched surfer’s body. 

“Excuse me...hello! Are you gonna serve me or not?”

Realizing I’ve been in some kind of trance thinking about Sean, I look up at the customer. “Sorry...I was miles away,” I say, feeling my face blush.

The man glares and literally throws his money at me for his can of soda and then storms out. 

“Idiot!” I mutter, picking up the coins and dropping them into the cash register. Is this shit that I have to put up with really worth my time just for a guy that is forbidden? 

Before I can even answer my own question, my friend, Jade, appears at the counter. She’s not a close friend and to be honest, I only put up with her because everyone else does in my friendship group, but she does annoy me. She’s spoilt and has everything. She has the best-looking guy hanging off her arm and has never had to get a job because her parents are loaded. 

I smile and pretend to be happy to see her. “Hi Jade,” I say, forcing a smile. “What can I get you?”

“Hi Alice,” says Jade, wearing her new designer bikini. She removes her sunglasses and gives me a look as though she pities me for having to work here. “I don’t need anything...not from here anyway. I just thought I should let you know that I’m planning on making a move on Sean later. I know you have a silly crush on him but let’s face it...he’s never gonna be interested in you. I’ve arranged to meet him here later under the pretence that I want some body surfing lessons but of course I have other plans...he won’t be able to resist me.”

Inside I’m fuming. Right now, all I want to do is wipe that smug look off her face. But I keep my nerve and act like I don’t really care. Trying to sound calm and with no expression on my face, I say, “Sean has to do a stocktake, Jade. I don’t think he’ll have the time to...to meet you.”

“A stocktake! Are you kidding, Alice?” sneers Jade. “You really are naïve...but I guess it’s to be expected from a virgin. Sean will take one look at me in my new bikini and the dumb stocktake will be the last thing on his mind! You will have to do it while Sean’s fucking me good and hard!”

“What about your boyfriend? I thought you were in love?” I shoot back at her, hoping to stop this heart-crushing event from happening. I can’t let Jade have Sean—I just can’t. 

“I’m bored with Colin...for now...that’s why I didn’t invite him to the beach today...I want a real man...I want Sean.” Jade smiles confidently, putting her sunglasses back on. “I’m meeting him here when the shop closes...make sure you’re gone...unless you want to watch a pro snare her man!”

Jade saunters out. I watch her go feeling sick to my stomach. I blink back the tears threatening to fall from my eyes.

“Bitch,” I hiss under my breath, wanting to go after her to change her mind about Sean.

But panic sets in and instead I pace back and forth wondering how on earth I can stop Jade from getting the man of my dreams. I look at the clock on the wall. I only have a couple of hours before Jade is back. I have to get in first—I have to get to Sean before Jade. I snatch up my phone, finger hovering over the call button of Sean’s number. But what can I say? I smile to myself, an idea coming to mind. I scroll through my list of contacts and find Jade’s boyfriend’s number. I start to type my text message.

Hi Colin, Jade asked me if you would pick her up from the beach at 5. She can’t text you as her battery is dead. Meet her outside the Surf Shack. Alice.

I tap send and within moments Colin replies. I smile. Colin is all good to go. He won’t dare turn up late. I snigger. “I would love to see Jade’s face when her boyfriend shows up!”

Now, I just need to bag my man. I scroll back through my contacts and with heart thumping, I call Sean.
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