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To 
YHWH and Jesus

 


Foreword

As I come to write the Foreword to Rosablanca Suen’s book, YHWH GOD and JESUS THE MESSIAH: A Call To Biblical Faith — From a Pastor’s Heart (Volume 1 & 2), I admit to feeling quite daunted. Many times I have had to stop reading to take my shoes off (metaphorically speaking) for I have been on holy ground. I have found myself in the very presence of the one true God who — surprise, surprise — has many thousands of times revealed His personal Name to us in the Bible.

Rosa’s overarching aim and burden is to inspire us all to grasp the significance of the Almighty’s Majestic — but very personal — Name, Yahweh. When God’s people learn that YHWH’s Name is so deeply woven throughout the entire Old and New Testaments, they will begin to read the Bible with a dynamically new mindset that will revolution­ize their whole Christian lives.

Rosa’s love and devotion to Yahweh, or as His Name appears in the Hebrew Bible, YHWH, is contagious and, it’s no exaggeration to say that Rosa’s book has deeply impacted my own Christian walk. So I write knowing that you now hold in your hand a book that will make the Bible’s central message about the only true God and His plan for this world through His Son, Jesus our Lord Messiah, a life-changer for you too.

 

In YHWH GOD and JESUS THE MESSIAH: A Call to Biblical Faith — From a Pastor’s Heart, the reader is privileged to share in sound Biblical exegesis which is delivered in the context of the personal journey of Rosa and Ray, her husband and fellow-pastor. It tells their story as to how they faced the uncomfortable and disturbing fact that the triune god of the Christian church was really not the God who is revealed in the Bible. And their second big shock was that even Jesus was not the Jesus of the Bible either! Needless to say, they found themselves facing a veritable crisis of faith and some turbulent headwinds.

However, nothing deterred them in their quest. Cherished idols had to be smashed. No weight was put on common assumptions they had learned in their Christian upbringing. They desperately wanted to know God (Jn 17:3). They began to learn to call on the Name of Yahweh for the guidance they craved. No price was too high to pay to secure “the pearl of great price”. Repentance and re-orientation were the order of the day. And they found mercy, light, salvation, assurance, in the Name of Yahweh God. The same challenge is faithfully offered to every reader: “If you want to inherit eternal life and enter the coming Kingdom of God you too have to make a choice.” Who is your God? Who is Jesus?

Like Rosa, my whole early Christian life and theological training was steeped in the ‘orthodox’ Christian doctrine of the Trinity consisting of ‘Three co-eternal, co-equal, co-essential Persons in the one Godhead’, with Jesus himself being ‘God the Son’. Indeed, most of the ’Christian Church’ has received this doctrine without a thorough investigation of the historical backstory nor of the Biblical facts. So, anyone who wishes to keep holding onto an unexamined trinitarian doctrine will find this book unpleasantly full of stubborn Biblical truths. Rosa’s lexical word studies and many graphs combined with her prayers for uncompromising truth will pound away at the reader’s doctrinal presuppositions.

Rosa is careful to point out that her new understanding of the God of the Scriptures is not simply “an intellectual understanding anymore, but has become a dynamic living Presence in my life”. Rosa invites the reader to “feel God’s heartbeat for yourself”, but this is only given to those prepared to pay the price of allegiance to Yahweh alone. She invites us to come with her on this journey — “Join me, and I will show you how …” she says. Obedience to Yahweh God is required. So, if you are seeking a magical ‘abracadabra’ formula, this book will disappoint you.

Rosa is convinced that once the church sees that YHWH is the most significant noun and name in the pages of the holy Scriptures, then the church will again display to the world that same prophetic and apostolic faith which conquered kingdoms, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, was made strong from weakness, and was even able to put foreign armies to flight or, when necessary, overcame this world’s hostility in spite of torture, beatings, chains and imprisonment. They all overcame through FAITH IN YHWH and JESUS CHRIST HIS MESSIAH!

Rosa bares her own soul when she shares how this book comes from thirty plus years of striving to serve the LORD God, and so it bears a heavy investment forged in the furnace of personal test­ing. The book itself has been twenty years in research, prayerful study, and personal application. It’s been five years in the actual writing — in between a busy church ministry. The reader will know this is real and not just theory, for a pastor’s heart has been poured into this book!

Rosa does not make the common mistake of many pastors and ministers who tell their ‘flocks’ what they must and should do, but who are short on the ‘how’. Rosa invites, ‘Come and see. Follow my exam­ple, because I dwell daily in the presence of the Most High God. Walk together with me and I will show you how good the God of the Bible is to those who love Him with all their hearts!’ Be prepared then, to be taken on a journey of cumulative Biblical, historical and personal anecdotes which build a compelling case!

 

So yes … YHWH GOD and JESUS THE MESSIAH: A Call to Biblical Faith — From a Pastor’s Heart:


	
Soundly theological, being grounded in solid exegesis, but at the same time very readable for the average Christian;



	
Thoroughly devotional for the believer who craves for ‘more’ in their walk with God;



	
Intensely personal, as Rosa bares her own soul and journey in her walk with Yahweh;



	
Pastorally practical, forged by years of obediently shepherding God’s church (I have no hesitation in recommending it to any pastor or minister or leader in the Church as a teaching guide and manual). And finally … it’s



	
Powerfully revolutionary, indeed, life-changing to anyone daring enough to prayerfully immerse themselves in the pages of this book, for it conveys heaven’s anointing. As the prophet once said, it drips with heaven’s dew!





 

Having come out of trinitarianism myself some 25 years ago, and having read a mountain of Biblical unitarian scholarship over that time, I can honestly say that Rosa’s book makes a unique contribution to the narrative. It’s a refreshingly different addition to the growing body of Biblical unitarian writings. I know of no other book quite like this one! The essential message that the God of the Bible is one undivided Self who has a Personal Name is the same as other Biblical unitarians teach, of course. But it’s Rosa’s exegetical methodology combined with her indomitable devotion to the LORD God which brings a unique personal and agreeably piquant flavor! Even long-committed Biblical unitarians will learn something precious in these pages, not to mention those just entering upon the journey.

I am convinced Yahweh God, the Father of our Lord Jesus the Messiah, will hear Rosa’s and Ray’s prayers for the Church of God to be revived in these last days before that glorious Day of days when the LORD God sends His firstborn Son back into the world to take his seat on David’s throne in Jerusalem. May YHWH GOD and JESUS THE MESSIAH: A Call to Biblical Faith — From a Pastor’s Heart (Volume 1 & 2) be used mightily to help many to also pray and work for the Day when our eyes will be lifted up to say, “Blessed is he who comes in the Name of Yahweh!”

 

And Yahweh will be king over all the earth.

In that day it shall be — 

“Yahweh is one”,

And His Name the only one.

(Zechariah 14: 9)

 

Oh what a Day of days when our Father’s will will be done on earth as it is in heaven — and His everlasting kingdom has come — forever and forever. Amen.

 

Greg S. Deuble

https://www.thebiblejesus.com/articles

The Sunshine Coast, Queensland

May 26, 2024

 


Recommendation

Before I write the “Recommendation” on Rosa’s book YHWH GOD and JESUS THE MESSIAH: A Call to Biblical Faith — From a Pastor’s Heart (Volume 1 & 2), I must share how I had the privilege to read the draft before any other readers. This happened in late March, 2020 when all the co-workers received the news that Pastor Raymond’s mother had passed away. Despite living on different continents and not often writing to each other, I immediately wrote an email of condolence to Pastors Raymond and Rosa. Little did I know that this act of initiative would have a lovely snowball effect of renewing our fellowship in the Lord. During our email communication, Rosa men­tioned that God has put it in their hearts since the summer of 2019 to write this book, and wondered if I would be interested to reading it as an outside reader to give them feedback. I gladly accepted this request and she started to send me the draft in small amounts each time. This took more than one-and-a-half months of weekly reading and giving feedback to all the chapters.

In the Preface, the writer and her husband share how steadfastly they held on to the heavenly vision that God has laid in their hearts of proclaiming God’s Name in this generation so that people of all nations can align their hearts to the only true God Yahweh. This awesome task had not been easy for the writer because she had to deal with her solid Trinitarian background. She was brought up in the Western church and had studied theology in two seminaries in the West. How could a rock-solid Trinitarian who had never questioned the deity of Christ face the question of the “triune God”? She says: Is this “triune God” compatible with the “One God” in the Bible? What is the Biblical defini­tion of the “One God”? What does the Bible mean when it emphasizes “One God, the Father”? What does the “Son of God” mean? Where does the “Holy Spirit” fit in all this? Does God have a name? Does it matter whether God has a name?

This book is the fruit of a long twenty-year journey of uncom­promisingly seeking the truth, faithfully praying in the Holy Spirit, and studying the Word of God in detail. In this book, the writer states clearly that the Old Testament God Yahweh is the same as the New Testament God Yahweh. He is not the triune God that Trinitarians suppose Him to be. This book also makes clear the distinction between Yahweh God and Jesus Christ the Messiah.

 

I must share further from my point of view on the incident that the writer mentioned in this book when she attended a 7-day Christian Conference at Banff in 1977. Pastor Eric Chang was one of the main speakers on the theme “Give Me This Mountain”, but he was dismissed as a speaker because the committee labelled him as a “heretic”, belonging to the Arminian sect. We, the First Team witnessed the firsthand impact of the spiritual battle between spirituality and religion of doctrines when Pastor Eric shared with us that incident in Banff upon his return to Montreal in December 1977. Our Montreal church was deeply saddened as we do not belong to any religious sects but only follow the biblical truth of the Bible. After the Banff incident, we witnessed how Pastor Eric faithfully started to teach the whole church the biblical teaching of salvation, the biblical teaching of predestination. He also pointed out the falsehood of the doctrine of “once saved always saved” which unfortunately was widely taught among the Chinese churches at that time. In that Banff conference, I also heard that there was one person among the 800 attendants who refused to yield to the committee’s wrong decision. However, I did not know the details at that time until I read Chapter 4, “Spirituality or Religion” in this book. This courageous person happens to be the writer of this book, Rosa. She refused to accept the committee’s decis­ion because they wanted her to study Calvinism. She said to them “I am not interested to become a Calvinist. I want to know God and meet with Him”.

I thank our Heavenly Father for granting Rosa the courage and the steadfastness to seek only to “know God” even way back to 43 years ago when she was still a young Christian. As the Lord Jesus says in John 7:17, “If any man’s will is to do his (God’s) will, he shall know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority”. Since Pastors Raymond and Rosa have this unshakable will to set their hearts to do the will of God and to seek only to know God, they stand as a testament to this biblical promise, “Ask, and it will be given you, seek, and you will find, knock, and it will be opened to you”. By the grace of God, they have found and have known YAHWEH the only TRUE GOD and JESUS CHRIST whom Yahweh has sent (Jn 17:3). Therefore, I recommend readers to read this book because the teaching and writing in this book indeed is from God.

I would also like to share with the readers that they should be prepared to be patient when reading this book and not to rush through it. The explanations can get very technical when touching on the original Hebrew words in explaining God’s Hebrew Name, Yahweh. At times, the book is expository in drawing out principles from the Word of God, but there’s always the element of devotional applications from a pastor’s heart.

This book is quite informative and provides extensive elaboration on certain topics. Without the elaboration, the book would lose its depth and richness. The writer aims to give enough seed thoughts for the readers to expand on, and thinking people will have questions to struggle to find the answer. This book serves as a good teaching material for coworkers. There are graphs, charts, diagrams and tables for people to see things sharply that narratives fail to do, making the content more succinct and easier for readers to understand.

 

Pastor Lucy Chan

Liverpool, England

28th July 2020
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Preface

God is YHWH אֵ֤ל יְהוָה and He has given us light.

Psalm 118:27

 

And this is eternal life, that they may know you the only true God,

and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.

John 17:3

 

These two Bible verses encapsulate the central thesis of this book — our faith is in YHWH God, and Jesus the Messiah. I started writing this book during the global crisis of the COVID-19 pandemic. It has taken five long years to bring the final draft of the manuscript to its full completion. We are living in cataclysmic times, witnessing the fulfill­ment of end-time prophesies as foretold in the Bible. Drastic record-breaking floods, devastating hurricanes, and uncontrolled wildfires are wreaking havoc on our environment. Severe famines are taking place, and earthquakes are increasing in frequency. We are living in the age of lawlessness and deception. As wars rage and rumors of wars abound, we remember Jesus’ words: “See to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.” These events mark the beginning of birth pangs, preparing the world for the time, times, and half a time. In the wake of the unprecedented attack against Israel on October 7, 2023, the Spirit of God prompted me to complete the final touch of this book for publication without further delay. Our hearts are laden with heaviness as we pray earnestly for the peace of Jerusalem. “May those who love you be secure.” This is the hour to intercede for the salvation of Israel.

Our time is running out as we witness the signs of the end times unfolding before our eyes. Do you sense a spiritual urgency to prepare for the second coming of Jesus? Tragically, most Christians have an unbiblical notion that at Jesus’ return, it is their time to get raptured to heaven. Jesus will not be taking anyone to heaven, but he is coming to earth to reign and establish God’s Kingdom in Jerusalem. The upheaval events in the Middle East are pointing to the soon-coming of our Messiah Jesus.

Are you making yourself ready for the arrival of God’s Kingdom on earth? In this Kingdom, we will inherit eternal life. Having eternal life depends on whether our faith is in the only true God and Jesus as the Christ (Jn 17:3). The sad reality is that many Christians have never put their faith in the only true God, YHWH. The majority of Christians are unaware that God’s Name, YHWH, occurs 6828 times in the Bible. More shocking is that most Christians do not know Jesus, because they have never come to faith in Jesus as their Christ. Jesus will say to them, “I do not know you.” God exalted Jesus and gave him the title “Christ.” Today, Christians are ignorant of what the term “Christ” means. “Christ” is the Greek translation χριστός (christos) of the Hebrew word מָשִׁיחַ (Mašíaḥ) for Messiah. Jesus Christ = Jesus the Messiah. The burden of this book is a call to Biblical faith in Yahweh as God and Jesus as the Messiah. Unfortunately, today, most Christians do not know Yahweh and end up putting their faith in Jesus as their God rather than as their Messiah. Believing in Jesus is not enough. The crucial questions remain: Is Yahweh your God? Is Jesus your Messiah?

In view of Jesus’ imminent return, I am ever more aware that our time is running short. Time flies and waits for no one. More than 30 years of intensive pastoral ministry have flashed by before my eyes. In 1988, Raymond (my husband) and I left our secular jobs in Toronto, Canada to join the Fifth Full-Time Training conducted by Pastor Eric H.H. Chang in Hong Kong. Since then, we have been actively serving God, experiencing the power of His Spirit moving among His people. Old age has now sneaked in on us unannounced. Running this last lap of the race is even more noteworthy as we press on to finish the task God has entrusted us.

 

In 2005, our ministry took an unexpected turn. A series of pivotal events brought on a radical step of faith in our service to God. Our lives were challenged by 1 Timothy 2:5, “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Messiah Jesus.” The Spirit of God urged us to dig deeply into the Bible to study the concept of the “one God” and “the man Messiah Jesus.”

Belief in the one God is the cornerstone of our faith. Is my faith firmly committed to the one God that is revealed in the Bible? When I closely examine my past concept of God, He was a triune God. Is the triune God the same one God described in the Bible? Is God one or is God three-in-one? It is the “three” that has troubled me for a long time.

For long years, in my mind, the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are the three-in-one God. I accepted a triune God ever since the first day I set foot in a Baptist church at the age of 12. During my seminary studies of systematic theology, the doctrine of the Trinity was taught as absolute truth to our faith in God. The deity of Christ was presented as rock-solid truth in the study of Christology. Who would dare to question it? I accepted all this as the mystery of Christ that is unfathomable.

 

In 2005, Pastor Eric gave a series of expositions on Biblical Monotheism to our coworkers. Since then, we have taken it upon ourselves to do an in-depth and extensive study on the one God and the man Messiah Jesus. Saving faith requires a right concept of God. If we have a wrong concept of God, our faith is built on a wrong foundation. The more pressing question is: What will happen to the church if it is built on a faulty foundation? These are weighty matters that we face every day in serving the church of the living God, the pillar and the foundation of the truth (1Tim 3:15). We are accountable to God for the sheep under our care. We are indeed entrusted with great responsibilities in this high heavenly calling.

 

This two-volume book is a testimony of our journey to embracing the one true God YHWH and Jesus the Messiah. While I am the author, the content expresses this radical journey of faith that Raymond and I embarked on together. In fact, this is not a personal journey. We took on the task of proclaiming the one true God and the Messiah Jesus to our church in Tsuen Wan, Hong Kong. It took time, patience, and spiritual stamina to lead the church forward on this untrodden path.

Most of us have been conditioned in a modus operandi of reading the Bible with our fixed ideas and unchecked assumptions. We were determined to be open-minded and be led by the Spirit to see the truth of God’s Word in clarity. Upon carefully examining many Bible passages in Hebrew and Greek, we were astounded to discover numerous errors in the translations. To conduct proper exegesis, we must dedi­cate time and effort to studying the Bible in its original languages. If we depend on translations, we are at their mercy. It took ten years of Biblical expositions and exegetical studies for our Tsuen Wan church to firmly root our faith in the only true God and in Jesus the Messiah (Jn 17:3). We are called to be transformed into the likeness of His Son. On this faith journey to the “one God” (monos + theos in Greek), we have become more like Jesus, our Messiah. In the pursuit of Christ-likeness, we have become Biblical monotheists, like Jesus.

 

This book is presented in Two Volumes: YHWH God and Jesus the Messiah: A Call to Biblical Faith — From a Pastor’s heart (Volume 1 & Volume 2). The two-volume book is a work of love, born from a deep thanksgiving and passion for Yahweh and Jesus. Every word has been carefully crafted with the intention of conveying the heart of God. Countless sleepless nights were spent in prayerful reflection. All vacations have been put on hold in the last few years so that I could concentrate fully on this project without distractions. I poured my heart into the writing, motivated by a deep calling to diligently expound God’s Word and share my personal experiences to inspire Biblical faith in all my readers.

 

This book documents how the challenge of understanding the one God as YHWH significantly sharpened our vision of God and guided us to follow Jesus ever more closely, walking in our Father’s will. The whole process began with a teaching session led by our beloved teacher, Pastor Eric Chang, on January 10, 2005. Sitting in sessions taught by Pastor Eric was a great privilege and blessing to all our coworkers. After listening to the expositions of God’s Word, the fire of God would burn intensely in our hearts. That evening, Pastor Eric spoke about the “one God” as described in the Bible. Since then, the Spirit has been doing a refining work in our hearts.

I share with you the process of how the inner changes took place in both of us spiritually. We didn’t wake up one day and stop believing in the triune God. We searched for the truth in God’s Word, and truth is uncompromising. Either you love the truth or you press the escape button. A decision had to be made. The foundation of our faith was experiencing a revolutionary rethinking during this time. We always knew the loophole in the doctrine of the Trinity, which posits three equally divine persons, amounting to three Gods. We had always assumed that Jesus and the apostles were Trinitarians, but were they? Did Jesus worship a triune God? It was an uphill battle for us to break through spiritually. It became crucial for us to find out whether we were worshipping the same God as Jesus.

Who is the one God in the Bible? This question seems straight­forward, yet you will be surprised at the myriad of answers people provide. Judaism, Islam, and Christianity all claim to have a mono­theistic faith, but each defines the one God differently. What has gone wrong in our understanding of the one God? When we pray, to whom do we direct our prayers? Jews pray to Adonai, Muslims to Allah, Christians to Jesus, Pentecostals to the Holy Spirit, and some Catholics pray to Mary. Look how confusing it can be, even at the basic level of addressing God in prayer. It’s frightening to realize you might not be praying to the true God of the Bible. More terrifying is that praying to a false god or a man-made god can lead to spiritual deception and ultimately to idolatry, as warned against in the first commandment (Exod 20:3-5).

If our foundational concept of God deviates from the teachings of the Bible, it can lead to serious misinterpretations of God’s Word. Just as in rocket science, a trajectory must be calculated with extreme precision to ensure the rocket reaches its intended orbit. Even a small deviation can cause the rocket to miss its target by a significant margin. Likewise, if our initial understanding of the one God has the slightest flaw — shaped by incorrect assumptions — the resulting path will become distorted. This misalignment not only leads to confusion but also to the peril of missing the gift of eternal life from God. Unfortunately, most Christians are not even aware of the very basic fact that God is YHWH, which is documented 6828 times in the Bible. How blind can we be? Identifying and correcting these deviations are critical to steering us back on course to knowing the one true God as YHWH, and Jesus as the Messiah.

God says He is YHWH (Yahweh) and He has given us light (Psa 118:27). Our eyes were enlightened when the Spirit revealed to us who “θεός” (the Greek word for God) is in the New Testament. We embraced the truth and let go of traditions that contradicted the Word of God. Our relationship with the living God has taken on new depth as we call on Yahweh. Each day, we learn to love Yahweh more with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Upon this foundation, we have gained a clearer vision of our role in God’s plan of salvation and His purpose for our lives. God is preparing a kingdom of priests in this new creation through His Messiah Jesus to reign in the coming Kingdom. We love Jesus, our Messiah, for he exemplifies true faith and perfectly reveals his Father — making visible to our eyes what is invisible — the invisible God, Yahweh. He makes Yahweh known to us, and through him, Yahweh reveals Himself to us.

 

The motivation behind the book has to do with the awesome task God has entrusted us: To proclaim God’s Name, YHWH and His Messiah, Jesus. Volume 1 focuses on knowing Yahweh as the living God and experiencing His goodness. Volume 2 continues the exposition on how Yahweh God accomplishes His divine plan through His appointed Messiah, Jesus. The material is borne from Biblical expositions given to our Tsuen Wan church by way of sermons and Bible studies. I also had the opportunity to present an abridged summary to a small group of sister coworkers in April 2013. Subsequently, I shared some of these messages via Facebook social media. I wrote articles on different blog sites. I created online workshops to help people understand the biblical teachings of the one God and Jesus the Messiah. This is the long history behind the present work.

Under the prompting of God’s Spirit, I now compile these insights into a book, making it easier for readers to follow the flow of the messages. I occasionally include tables, biblical word statistics, dia­grams, charts, and graphs to help readers see things with clarity, which narrative writing sometimes fails to do. Although a considerable amount of exegesis and research has been conducted behind the study, I keep the technical aspects simple so that even a teenager can follow with ease. The written format of the book is designed in such a way that each chapter is built on the previous one; therefore, do not skip chapters. May the majesty of the one true God and the Messiah Jesus be manifested before your eyes.

 

God’s Name “YHWH” occurs 6828 times in the Hebrew Bible. When Pastor Eric Chang shared this factual statistic with us in the teaching sessions, I was astounded. How did I miss all these verses in my Bible? Apparently, God’s Name got lost in the translations. I studied the Bible anew by tracing every mention of God’s Name in the Hebrew Scripture. My heart was thrilled. My eyes were enlightened by God’s Spirit. Since then, my whole being has been drawn to calling on YHWH. Through His majestic Name, He reveals Himself to me. I have accepted God’s invitation to call Him by His personal Name, YHWH, and I invite you to take this spiritual path to knowing God and His Messiah, Jesus.

 

In writing this book, we have a dream. We earnestly pray that God will raise up fervent Christians, empowered by the outpouring of the Spirit, to carry the torch of proclaiming the Name of God, YHWH. In this way, we can fulfill the mission given to us by God to call on His Name unceasingly, from generation to generation.

 

This is My Name forever,
 the Name you shall call Me
 from generation to generation.

(Exodus 3:15; NIV)

 

Do you acknowledge YHWH as your God? Is Jesus your Messiah? Only those who have a relationship with YHWH as their God and Jesus as their Messiah will experience eternal life.

 

Come and see,

 

Raymond and Rosablanca Suen

Tsuen Wan, Hong Kong

October 7, 2023

YahwehDeHua@gmail.com

Sunday Gospel Channel: https://www.youtube.com/@RRSuen
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– CHAPTER 1 –

Facing a Dilemma

On January 10, 2005, my life was suddenly thrown into a big spiritual challenge. This event marked the beginning of an unforeseen journey for me as a servant of God. That evening, our coworkers in Hong Kong gathered together for a time of fellowship. We also had a Bible teaching session led by our beloved teacher, Pastor Eric H.H. Chang. Among those present were pastors, leaders from local churches in Hong Kong, several visiting pastors from sister churches in Asia, as well as a group of new trainees getting equipped for church ministry. About 70 people were present listening to the exposition of God’s Word.

Pastor Eric shared with us that the Bible consistently speaks of the “one God” and “God is one”. (Deut 6:4; Mk 12:29; Rom 3:30; Gal 3:20; 1Tim 2:5; Jms 2:19 etc.) God is absolutely one. There is only one true God, the Creator and the Father of all. The theme of the one God sweeps through the Old Testament to the New.

1 Corinthians 8:6 “Yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.” (ESV, boldface added)

I am very familiar with this verse, but that evening, the two words “one God” popped out of the text, speaking to me in a new and direct way.

Pastor Eric shared with us that the emphasis in the Bible is always on the oneness of God, yet in the past, his emphasis had been on the threeness of God. This realization alerted him, prompting him to re­evaluate whether the triune God is in line with the one God of the Bible. We need to ask ourselves: Have we been true to the revelation of the one God of the Bible? If not, then have we not strayed away from the truth of God’s word concerning Himself?

 

Another word for one God is “monotheism”, rooted in the Greek word with the prefix μόνος (monos) meaning “single or alone", and θεός (theos) meaning “God”. God is singular, the only One. Monotheism is found throughout Jesus’ teaching, particularly in the high priestly prayer to his Father in John 17:3, “And this is eternal life, that they know you the only (monos) true God (theos), and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” Jesus was a true monotheist.

 

The questions that we need to address: Is our faith in God mono­theistic when we believe in a triune God? Monotheism is the refusal to acknowledge any other god except one. God is one. Then, why is it necessary for us to speak about the threeness of God? Why do we substitute the word “triune” for the word “one”? When did God be­come “three” or “three-in-one”? Did Jesus and Paul believe in a triune God?

Love the Truth

Participating in training sessions led by Pastor Eric Chang was a great privilege and blessing for all our coworkers. We would get inspired spiritually from the exposition of God’s word. The truth is found in God’s word, for our God is the God of truth.

Isaiah 65:16 “So that he who blesses himself in the land shall bless himself by the God of truth, and he who takes an oath in the land shall swear by the God of truth; because the former troubles are forgotten and are hidden from my eyes.” (ESV, italics added)

To love God and His truth, we must open our hearts and fully submit to His word. The God of truth will reveal Himself to those who seek Him. Like the Bereans in Acts, we must diligently search the Scriptures to verify the accuracy of all the teachings we receive.

Pastor Eric encouraged all our coworkers to do a biblical study on the one God on our own, for the word of God must always be our final authority. He urged us to firmly grasp the word of God and to make it our guiding principle to love the truth. Failing to do so would lead to the fearful consequence of falling into deception. Let us not be caught in a lie, for whatever is of man is prone to errors and falsehood.

 

Ask: Does the word of God say that God is one? Or does the word of God say that God is three-in-one?

One God

After the session that evening, I went home and searched the Bible concordance for the phrase “one God” (אֵ֥ל אֶֽחָ֖ד in Hebrew and εἷς θεὸς in Greek). Who is the one God? Is there a mention of a “three” in the one God? These are a few of my observations:

1. Malachi 2:10

“Have we not all one Father? Has not one God (אֵ֥ל אֶֽחָ֖ד) created us? Why then are we faithless to one another, profan­ing the covenant of our fathers?” (ESV, boldface added)

The prophet Malachi identifies the Creator as the one God who created us. The Hebrew adjective “one” is echad (אֶֽחָ֖ד) in its masculine singular form. “Echad” has the meaning of “the cardinal number one” (BDB Hebrew and English Lexicon) or “the numeral one” (HALOT Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon). This definition affirms that God is one. There is no plurality in God. God is one, not two or three. Sometimes echad is translated as “single”. This singular God is unequivocally one.

The rhetorical questions in Malachi confirm that the one God who created them is also their one Father. The passage highlights the Israelites’ unfaithfulness, defiling their covenant with God by marry­ing women who worshipped foreign gods. Malachi reproved them for their idolatry, as they were forsaking their one God and one Father who created them. There is no mention of a “three” to the one God.

 

The Jewish faith is monotheistic: One God, one Father

 

2. Ephesians 4:6

“One God (εἷς θεὸς) and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” (ESV, boldface added)

The Greek word εἷς (heis) has the meaning of “a numeral one” (BDAG) or the emphatic one, such that others are excluded: single or alone (BDAG). The constitution of God is “one”. This one God is a single God. He alone is God, and He is the Father of all.

In the context of this passage, the one God and Father is used in connection to the functioning of the body of Christ. God the Father is the God of all the believers in the Church.

Paul stresses the numerical “one” seven times in a row: one body, one spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God (Eph 4:4-6). All singular on its own. Not seven-in-one.

Who does the one Lord refer to here? It refers to Jesus Christ, who is the head of the one body. Jesus is Lord, not God. In fact, Christ has a head above him. “The head of Christ is God” (1Cor 11:3). God is above the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, in the body of Christ, all believers ultimately live under the supreme authority of the one God, the Father of all.

The one spirit refers to the working of God’s spirit in connection with the one body. Believers are baptized into the one body of Christ, and in the one act of baptism, each believer shares the same faith and hope in the one God, Father of all.

In the Church, there is just one God, the Father. Jesus is Lord, not God, not the Father. There is no added “three” to the one God. The one God is singular, completely by Himself. He is the Father, and is over all, including Jesus.

 

The Church is monotheistic: One God and Father of all

3. Mark 10:18

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked him. “No one is good but One — God (εἷς ὁ θεός)” (HCSB, boldface added).

A young ruler came to ask Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life. In reply, Jesus told him that “no one is good, if not, one God” (οὐδεὶς ἀγαθὸς εἰ μὴ εἷς ὁ θεός in Greek; cf. Lk 18:19). Jesus refers to God as the singular One, who is unparalleled and absolutely good. By saying so, Jesus excludes himself from being a part of God. God is one, alone.

This attribute of “good” belongs exclusively to God and no one else. The very essence of God is good. In the Old Testament, we read accounts of how goodness flows abundantly from Yahweh. “O taste and see that Yahweh is good!” (Psa 34:8) This is truly heartwarming, as it gives us confidence to come to a God who is full of goodness. In praying to Yahweh, the psalmist says, “You are good and do good!” (Psa 119:68) “Yahweh is good to all.” (Psa 145:9)

God is so good! Yahweh is so good!

 

Jesus is a monotheist: One God who alone is good

 

4. 1 Timothy 2:5

“For there is one God (εἷς θεὸς), and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” (ESV, boldface added).

The pastoral epistles to Timothy and Titus always hold a special place in my heart, like a daily manual for shepherding the church. Paul exhorts the young pastor Timothy that the church of the living God must be built on the pillar of truth. Laying a correct foundation is most important so that the house of God does not collapse.

Paul begins the passage by explaining why Christians should pray for all men. God desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (v.1-4). The passage is about salvation, and the one God is referred to as “the Savior” in v.3.

The one God is distinguished from the one mediator. We must not mix the two and confuse ourselves. The one mediator is not God but identified as a man. This man is Christ Jesus. God our Savior saves us through the mediator, the man Christ Jesus.

Paul continues to tell us in v.6 that the man Christ Jesus gave himself as a ransom for all. Through Christ’s perfect sacrifice, we can come to God for our salvation. The only way to go to the Father is through Jesus (Jn 14:6). Jesus is the channel, while the one God is the source of our salvation. We are saved through Christ Jesus, the one mediator, a man appointed by God.

There is no addition of “two” or “three” to the one God. God is one, singular. Just as there is only one meditator, there is only one God.

 



Paul is a monotheist: One God and one mediator

 

5. Romans 3:30

“Since there is one God (εἷς ὁ θεός) who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.” (HCSB, boldface added)

The Church in Rome had a mixture of Jewish and Gentile Christians. Paul asserts that there is no distinction between the circumcised and uncircumcised, for there is only one God, the source of their salvation. Everyone is justified through faith by the one God. Again, it is “one” God, not “three” or “three-in-one”.

Who is the one God? The God of the Jews is the God of Israel, who is called Yahweh (Exo 5:1; 32:27; 34:23; etc.). The New Testament does not introduce a new God, for salvation comes from the same “one God”. The God of the Gentiles is the same Yahweh God. Yahweh is the God of the Jews as well as the God of the Gentiles.

 

First-century Christians are monotheistic: Both Jews and Gentiles firmly believed in the same one God who justifies.

God is One

I also did a study on “God is one” and found the following four Bible passages:

 

1. Deuteronomy 6:4-5

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one (אֶחָד echad). You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” (ESV, boldface added)

This passage is known as the Shema (a Hebrew word meaning “hear”), which Jews recite twice daily, morning and night, to express their devotion to God. I find this a good practice to acquire. As soon as I wake up, I pray the Shema to focus my full attention on the one God to express my love for Him. This short prayer keeps me mindful of His presence throughout the day. And then, at the end of the day, I pray the Shema, offering my wholehearted devotion to God before I go to sleep.

In this passage, Moses was addressing the new generation of Israelites who were about to enter the Promised Land. First and foremost, the young Israelites must hold onto the truth about their God: the LORD is their God and the LORD is one (echad). “The LORD” in the original Hebrew text is YHWH, which is the Name of God. The interlinear Bible reads: “Hear Israel, YHWH our God, YHWH one.”

Some Bible versions translate אֶחָד (echad) as “alone” (ISV) or “unique” (LEB). Moses’ devotion is exclusively directed to the one God alone. God is unique. Only one YHWH.

The one God is not divided, but completely one by Himself. YHWH is one, only one Person. There is no second or third person within YHWH. YHWH is not a multi-personal being. YHWH our God is one — singular. God is not a plurality. YHWH is one and there is no other.

 

The faith of Moses and the Israelites is monotheistic: God is one

 

2. Mark 12:28-30

And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one (ὁ θεὸς ἡμῶν κύριος εἷς ἐστιν). And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’” (ESV, boldface added)

In answering the scribe’s question regarding the most important commandment, Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:4-5, “YHWH our God, YHWH one”. There is only one God, and He is Yahweh. Yahweh is one complete person, not three. Jesus directs all devotion to Yahweh, not to himself. This is the highest commandment of all. As a Jew, Jesus was utterly focused on the Shema to love the one God. Let us not merely recite the Shema with our lips, but let it govern our lives to love YHWH, with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind. By putting in the element of loving YHWH with all our minds, Jesus intensifies our devotion to God. In response to Jesus’ words, the scribe said:

“You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one (εἷς ἐστιν) and there is no other besides him.” (Mark 12:32; ESV, boldface added)

Jesus praised the scribe for responding wisely. The scribe affirmed that God is one by adding the phrase “there is no other besides Him”. These important words are found in the writings of Moses and the prophet Isaiah. (Deut 4:35, 39; Isa 45:5-6, 14, 18, 21, 22; 46:9 etc.) Obviously, the scribe was very familiar with Moses’ teachings and the Prophets about the one God. God is one, and there is no other. God stands alone, as He is incomparable and has no equal.

 

Jesus is a monotheist: All devotions go to the one God YHWH

 

3. Galatians 3:20

“Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one (ὁ δὲ θεὸς εἷς ἐστιν).” (ESV, boldface added)

An intermediary implies that more than one party is involved. By contrast, Paul is saying that God is one, meaning that God is alone in reconciling men to Himself. In the context of the passage, Paul is speaking about the Law and the promise. In v. 19, Paul is likely refer­ring to Moses as the intermediary of the Law, given through angels to Moses, who then delivered it to the people. Multiple parties were involved: God, angels, Moses, and the people.

Paul makes a contrast by saying that God granted the inheritance directly to Abraham through a promise (v. 18). God’s promise was made based on His own faithfulness and character, not on a system of intermediaries. The word “promise”, repeated 7 times, explains how the promise came directly from the one God. Just as God took the initiative to make the covenantal promise to Abraham (v.18), God alone takes the initiative in reconciling sinners to Himself.

The eternal promise of salvation comes from one God alone, as no other party was involved in the planning. God is one. Just one, by Himself. God stands as the central and solitary figure in the grand plan of salvation. There are no other divine beings involved in the process. God is the only person orchestrating the entire salvation process without the need for an intermediary.

Even when Christ came onto the scene, salvation and recon­ciliation are the result of God’s direct action. Therefore, to understand Jesus as the mediator, we must not view him as an independent third-party negotiator standing between God and man. He is sent by God to reconcile us to God, for it is always “God, who through Christ, reconciled us to Himself” (2Cor 5:18). Christ is the mediator in that he is someone appointed by God, acting as God’s agent, to be the Messiah to secure our redemption in God’s plan of salvation. Through his atoning death and resurrection, we can come to God.

 

Paul and the early Church are monotheists: God is one

4. James 2:19

“You believe that God is one (εἷς ἐστιν ὁ θεός); you do well. Even the demons believe and shudder!” (ESV, boldface added)

James was writing to the Jewish people who were scattered through­out the Diaspora. Due to persecution, many Jews had left Jerusalem and settled outside of Judea. While they lived in the Gentile polytheis­tic environment, their faith remained monotheistic. They continued to believe that “God is one”, not “God is two” or “God is three”. God was never a triune God in the 1st Century. God was always one.

What is astonishing in this verse is that even the demons believe that God is one and shudder. The demons do recognize that there is only one God, yet they are disobedient to God. Merely acknowledging the truth of the one God is not enough. A monotheistic faith without works of obedience is dead.

 

The 1st Century Jewish Christians are monotheistic: God is one

 

The Dilemma

The theme of the “one God” or “God is one” threads through the Old Testament to the New. In fact, no Bible passages speak of “a triune God”, or “God is three”, or “God is three-in-one”. The biblical God is not divided, not fractured, but one in Himself. In the Old Testament, this one God is the God and Father of Israel. In the New Testament, this same Father is the God of Jesus, Paul, and the churches.

 

However, the critical issue for me was that whenever I thought of God, I thought of God as three persons and not one. For more than 30+ years of my Christian life, I believed in a triune God.

I first learned about God in my primary school years. I went to a Catholic school that taught me to pray to God by first using my right hand to make the sign of the cross. I was told to recite the formula, “In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.” Growing up as a child, these were awesome moments when I knelt in prayer before God.

The concept of a triune God became ingrained ever more deeply in my mind when I started going to church. Since my parents did not go to church, I had prayed for many years that I could attend a church to learn about God. God answered my prayer. Finally, the day came when I turned 12. It was a Wednesday night prayer meeting, preceding the Easter weekend. I was ready to meet with God. The Baptist church had a cross on the center stage, and I learned about how Jesus came as God to die on the cross for my sins. At the end of the meeting, we all knelt down to pray. Everyone was praying to Jesus, so I followed along. When I learned more about Jesus in the Gospels, Jesus became my everything. At the age of 14, I committed my life to Jesus and got baptized in a Baptist Church. I was told that not only is Jesus God, but the Father is God, and the Holy Spirit is also God. I said to my pastor that there are actually three Gods. And he told me that they are a “three-in-one” God.

When I went to seminary in my early twenties, I studied Systematic Theology to understand the doctrine of the Trinity. In brief, the Trinity doctrine asserts that God exists as three coequal divine persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Each person is fully God, sharing one substance. I had a difficult time combining the three and the one. In my mind, the word “trinity” already implies more than one, as tri = three. Even in the “three-in-one’ concept, the three being a plural number (more than one) outrightly contradicts the Bible.

During my seminary years, I was determined to resolve the paradox of the Trinity: why the “three” could be logically understood as “one.” How could it be true that 3 = 1? In what sense could God still be one God with three separate persons: the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit? Would it not be three Gods?

How could 1 + 1 + 1 = 1? I was told that the three individual persons belong to one substance. But then, how could the Almighty God be degraded to a substance?

For many years, I could not find any logical answers to the Trinity paradox. In the end, as a good Christian, I decided not to pursue the matter further, and humbly accepted the conundrum of God being three yet one as “the unexplainable mystery of the Trinity”.

 

That evening, when Pastor Eric Chang brought up the matter of the one God teaching in the Bible, I began pondering the paradox of the Trinity again. The term “Trinity” is not in the Bible but originates from Western theology, so where does the Bible teach the concept of the Trinity?

The Bible explicitly says that the one God is “God the Father”. “God the Father” occurs 15 times in the New Testament. Does the Bible mention “God the Son” and “God the Holy Spirit”? I searched the concordance and could not find these terms in the Bible. Strange, isn’t it? If our faith is built so strongly on the Trinity concept of three persons, would you not think that all these terms should be found in the Bible?

I had been in full-time ministry for 16 years by 2005, yet it never dawned on me that the terms “God the Son” and “God the Holy Spirit” are not in the Bible. Do they exist? Where do these terms come from?

 

That evening, I walked away carrying a storm of heart-searching questions.

 

Had I been wrong all these years in my understanding of the one God? The Bible clearly says that only the Father is God. But who, then, is Jesus? The Bible refers to Jesus as the son of God and not God the Son. What does the son of God mean? How does the Holy Spirit fit in? God has a name; the Son has a name, but what about the Spirit? I can experience the Spirit’s activities, but I search in vain in the Bible to find a name for the Spirit. If the Spirit is a separate person on its own, why doesn’t the Spirit have a name?

 

The crux of the matter is this: If there is no triune God in the Bible, have I been worshipping a God that is not of the Bible? This cannot be, can it?

From that evening on, I was struck with new challenges. For more than three decades, I had believed God to be three, so had I been caught in a lie? I needed to get to the truth: Is God one or is God three-in-one? We cannot have both.

In the wake of seeking after the truth of the one God, I became desperate and cried out to God: God, are you one, or are you three-in-one?

 

I was a servant of God

facing a big dilemma.

Is God one or is God three-in-one?

Could it be that I have been wrong all these years?

 

 


– CHAPTER 2 –

Facing a Decision

Two days later, Pastor Eric Chang gathered our coworkers again for a follow-up Bible teaching session on the one God. The Spirit of God was at work among us in a most powerful way.

The Bible vs Theology

Pastor Eric shared that it is essential to have the right concept of God that is rooted in the teachings of the Bible. Sadly, most Christians derive their concepts of God from Christian traditions and theology rather than from the Bible.

Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary defines “theology” as “the study of religious faith, practice, and experience; especially the study of God and of God’s relation to the world; a theological theory or system; a distinctive body of theological opinion.”1 While theology seeks to understand God, it is ultimately a human endeavor. Theological opin­ions, no matter how widely accepted, are shaped by culture, language, personal experience, and historical context. They are not divine revelations themselves, but man’s interpretations of reve­lations. It’s important to understand that theological convictions evolve as theologians propose various interpretations of Scripture over time. As these interpretations solidify, they develop into established doctrines or dogmas. Systematic theology then provides a well-structured and comprehensive explanation of these doctrines. Most people accept these doctrines as the unquestionable word of God, but they are not. Theology is not infallible; it is subject to the limitations, biases, and imperfections that affect all human thought. Following the example of the Bereans, we must examine the validity of all these doctrines by evaluating whether they are firmly rooted in Scripture.

Most churchgoers derive their understanding of God primarily from the statement of faith that is stated in their church. Like myself, many assume that church theology is based on the Bible. Many good Christians are unaware that theologians often add extra ideas to the doctrines that are not found in the Bible. For example, in the doctrine of the Trinity, the theologians use terminologies that are based on their philosophical beliefs: substance, hypostasis, homoousios, essence, perichoresis, logos, pre-existence, trinity, God-man, Godhead etc. Theology, in short, is men’s interpretation of the Bible.

 

Not long ago, I had a conversation with a pastor who has been in the ministry for over twenty years, and he admitted that he does not know what happened in the Nicaea or Constantinople councils. He believes in the doctrine of the Trinity because it has been the cornerstone of the Christian faith for more than a thousand years. He also states that his denomination supports the doctrine of the Trinity as outlined in his church statement of faith. For him, there is no problem in reading the Bible with the understanding of a triune God, because it has been relentlessly taught for centuries.

I suppose many good Christians share the same mentality as this pastor. Most of us are told by the church that God is a triune God even before we have the opportunity to find out for ourselves what the Bible teaches. As a result, we approach the Bible already shaped by the doctrine of the Trinity. If Christians accept church doctrines without verifying the teachings in the light of Scripture, they risk falling into the trap of relying on man-made ideas to explain the Bible. Our faith must be built on the Bible, not merely on theology or men’s words.

 

The doctrines of men can destroy faith. In the Reformation period, Martin Luther protested against the doctrine of indulgences as it was not biblically based. Luther was deeply convicted that God’s word alone was true and authoritative, not doctrines. He declared, “Unless I am con­vinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust either in the pope or in the councils alone, since it is well known that they have often erred and contradicted themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted, and my conscience is captive to the word of God.”2

Luther translated the New Testament from Greek to German, so that the lay people could have the word of God in their hands to read the Bible for themselves. What Luther did was truly admirable for the people of his time. It was a dream come true for the common people to own a personal Bible. Paradoxically, much is taken for granted today, as the Bible is freely distributed on the internet for people to download with just one click. Do people still hunger to read the Bible for themselves?

In Luther’s Preface to the Commentary on Psalm 119, he wrote: “The neglect of Scripture, even by spiritual leaders, is one of the great­est evils in the world. Everything else, arts, or literature, is pursued and practiced day and night, and there is no end of labor and effort; but Holy Scripture is neglected as though there were no need of it.”3 Christians cannot be lazy; they need to make every effort to study the Word of God as their top priority.

 

Pastor Eric shared with us that the one fundamental truth about God is that God is absolutely one. We must first and foremost seek the biblical concept of God from the Word of God. Therefore, let us cry out to God and ask God to reveal His light to us.

Psalms 90:2 “From everlasting to everlasting, You are God.”

Psalm 90 is attributed to Moses as the writer. Moses describes God as from everlasting to everlasting. This brings to mind the sacred moment when God revealed Himself to Moses with the profound declaration, “I am that I am” (Exod 3:14). Moses knew God and saw God as everlasting. God has no beginning or end. He is infinite and timeless. “You are God!” Unlike humans and the material world, which are subject to change and decay, God is pure and unchanging, remain­ing constant and faithful throughout all ages.

Pastor Eric asked us, “Do we have any idea what everlasting means?” Our concept of God is so limited that we tend to limit God. Not only is God everlasting, but He is from everlasting to everlasting, which points to infinity. Infinity is a mathematical concept that describes endlessness. This is how great our God is. Our eternal God is infinite. God is one, by Himself. In Him, everything is absolutely and infinitely comprehended. Our infinite God has always existed and will continue to exist forever. There is only one God, from everlasting to everlasting. He is infinite and unlimited.

 

However, in theology, the doctrine of the Trinity has a concept of God that limits God. God is no longer infinitely one. The triune God is defined in three persons. God is now limited to a countable three persons. Take note of the subtle change made in theology regarding the definition of God: the one God (singular) has become three persons (plural). The moment that God is numbered as “a first person, a second person, and a third person”, God is limited to a finite being. God is no longer infinite, from everlasting to everlasting.

Definition of God Distorted

In that teaching session, I woke up to realize that Christian theology has distorted the definition of God. It was the Gentile churches (predominantly led by Gentile leaders) that departed from the biblical truth of the one God. Coming from a polytheistic background, the Gentile church leaders imported their polytheism into their theology.

Jesus and the early apostles in the 1st Century were monotheistic and preached only one God, who is the Father. Only at the end of the 2nd century were the Gentile church fathers divided over the question of whether Jesus was divine. This theological dispute threatened the peace of the Roman Empire during the reign of Constantine. In 325 CE, Constantine convened a large church council at the town of Nicaea, gathering 318 bishops to resolve various doctrinal controversies. In this council, the Nicene Creed was officially established, stating that Jesus was “true God of true God” or “very God of very God”4, a divine God sharing the same substance as the Father.

What is astonishing is that the Nicene Creed was accepted as a valid statement of faith, yet upon closer examination, there is not a single direct reference to the Bible in the creed.5 Then we are left to wonder: What is the foundation of these doctrines in the Creed? Later, the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed in 381 CE affirmed the divinity of the Holy Spirit, who is fully God, sharing the same substance as the Father and the Son.6 The Council of Chalcedon in 451 CE affirmed Jesus’ divinity and humanity, declaring that Jesus is fully God and fully man. The doctrine of the Trinity was developed over several centuries, eventually stating that “the Godhead” consists of Three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

Many Christians are not aware of the historical development of the doctrine of the Trinity. The concept of the Trinity was not taught by the first-century apostles but emerged about 200 years later in the Gentile churches. Tertullian, the Latin father, was the first one to use the word trinitas (Trinity) to refer to God, and that God was tres personae (three persons) but una substantia (one substance).

The Trinitarians use the terms “Father” or “God”, which are biblical terms, but their definitions are different from the Bible. When they refer to “God the Father”, they are referring to “God the Father” who is reduced to one-third of the Godhead without a name. But when the Bible refers to “God the Father”, the Bible refers to the one God whose Name is YHWH (Yahweh). The same terminology is used, but it points to a different God.
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