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Introduction

Escort agencies are
companies that book and dispatch prostitutes to a customer's house,
hotel room, or requested location. Some agencies also provide
escorts for longer durations, who may stay with the client or
travel along on a holiday or business trip. While the escort agency
is paid a fee for this booking and dispatch service, the customer
must usually negotiate an additional fee for any sex work services.
From a legal perspective, escort agencies claim that they are
dispatching these individuals to provide a social or conversational
service, since prostitution laws often forbid taking payment for
sex or communicating for the purpose of arranging a contract for
sexual services. Advertisements for escort agencies often carefully
skirt the legal line, and avoid specifically offering prostitution
or sexual services. This fact in turn is well-known to police and
the political powers, who, where prostitution is illegal, usually
prefer to act against more visible and problematic street
prostitution. This has been criticized as hypocrisy, especially
where governments license and tax the escort agencies. There are
however, agencies that do go by these laws and do not facilitate
prostitution.

Escort agencies often recruit individuals to
work as escorts by placing employment advertisements in a magazine
or newspaper. Escort agencies typically maintain a list of escorts
of different ages and appearances to cater to the varying interests
of clients. Some agencies may specifically deal in a certain type
of escort. There are male-for-male, female-for-male, and
female-for-female escort agencies, as well as a few male-for-female
agencies. Agencies commonly specialize in only one sex. It is very
common to find that escorts enter the business through referrals
from friends that have been in the business. The effectiveness of
ads in weeklies or specialized sites has been questioned by some
operators as there are so many that they are diluted. Typically, an
escort will interview with an agency. Once an agency decides to
hire a model, she or he will provide photographs or pose for a
photographer. These pictures will be posted on their site or
circulated among clients to drum up business. Escort agencies
typically advertise in regional publications and telephone listings
such as the Yellow Pages. Some larger escort agencies maintain
websites with photo galleries of their escorts. Clients contact
agencies by telephone and offer a description of what kind of
escorts are sought. The agency will then suggest an escort who
might fit that client's need. The agency collects the client's
contact information and calls the escort. Usually, to protect the
identity of the escort and ensure effective communication with the
client, the agency arranges the appointment. Sometimes it may be up
to the escort to contact the client directly to make arrangements
for location and time of an appointment. Generally the escort is
also expected to call the agency upon arrival at the location and
upon leaving, which ensures the safety of the escort. The arm's
length relationship between the escort and the escort agency is
designed to protect the escort agency (to some degree) from
prosecution for breaking laws against prostitution. If the employee
is solely responsible for arranging any illegal
prostitution-oriented activities, the agency can maintain plausible
deniability should an arrest be made.

Escort services aim to provide an experience
that allows the operators to claim that whatever happens between
the escort and the client is consensual. Operators tend to avoid
discussing specifics over the telephone or via emails to avoid
complications with the law. The amount of money that is made by an
escort varies with many factors, such as sexual attractiveness,
competition from legal and illegal sources, and the commissions to
be paid to the agency. Typically, an agency will charge their
escorts either a flat fee for each client connection or a
percentage of the pre-arranged rate. Independent escorts may have
differing fees depending on the season, or whether the client is a
regular or semi-regular customer. Independent escorts may tend to
see clients for extended meetings involving dinner or social
activities whereas escorts who work through agencies generally
provide only sexual services. In New York City, escort services
charge anywhere from $200 to $1500 or more per hour. The level of
rates is usually determined by the attractiveness of the escort and
her or his popularity with clients. However, it is not the case
that the best looking women or men always command the highest
rates. In many cases, the level and intimacy of the service can
justify higher rates. A 50-50 split between the escort and the
agency is typical. Given the level of business can vary week to
week, it is not uncommon for escorts to be featured by more than
one agency. In some cases, different agencies may be operated by
the same ownership group, but in many others, escorts work for
several agencies to maximize business opportunities. Interestingly,
one agency may charge a different rate than another one for the
same woman or man.

A call girl or escort is a sex worker, who, (unlike a street walker), is
not visible to the general public. Nor does she usually belong to
an institution like a brothel, although she may be employed by an
escort agency. The client must make an appointment, usually by
calling a telephone number — hence the term "call girl". Not all
escorts are call girls. There are some legal escort services out
there that are visual entertainment only. Call girls often
advertise their services in small ads in magazines and via the
Internet, although an intermediary advertiser, such as an escort
agency, may be involved in promoting more upmarket escorts. The
less upmarket side of escorts may be handled by a pimp. Call girls
may work either incall, where the client comes to them, or outcall,
where they go to the client. Escort services have made it a common
practice to screen call girls to eliminate women with obvious drug
problems (such as needle marks from injecting drugs) or those who
have arrests for street prostitution or other types of crimes
(using criminal background checks). They also attempt to employ
women with pleasant personalities and those who are more skilled,
attractive, educated, well-groomed and youthful.

Celebrities and very wealthy men sometimes
hire call girls for sex to avoid the problem of unreasonable
infatuation, where their partner is unreasonably attracted to them
(and won't let go of the relationship or accept refusal) because of
their status. It also avoids the problem of "kiss and tell"
stories, where the girl would sell the story to the press. Both
parties understand their respective positions and do not go beyond
them. Some of these people are even open about what their date is
to those they're partying with, though call girls request they not
be. These "dates" can include flying by private jet to Las Vegas,
staying in a luxury hotel suite, dining at the finest restaurants,
dancing at the hottest nightclubs, and gambling at the casinos.
Usually, the man or woman will first hire the woman for a short
date to determine if he or she wants to do longer ones with her.
Here again, the woman's appearance, intelligence, manners,
sociability and education also come into consideration. For some
wealthy clients, these dates evolve into long standing arrangements
that more closely resemble that of a kept woman or a mistress.

Some opt for this profession because it is a
way of making money while enjoying the pleasure of sex with
different partners. Recently men have also jumped into these
businesses, and provide sexual services to women. Some higher class
women who live far away from their husbands or who like to have sex
but don't have partners hire men for sex. Because offering sexual
services in exchange for money is illegal in many areas, certain
code words in the subculture of sex work have emerged to
communicate in lieu of description of explicit acts. For instance,
the words incall and outcall describe the location of the
encounter. Incall means that the session takes place at the call
girl's location (her apartment or hotel room in the case of a city
tour). Outcall means that the session is at a place selected by the
customer, personal home, or hotel room. Sex workers vary greatly in
their willingness to kiss or engage in oral sex. Terms such as DFK
(Deep French Kissing - i.e. open mouth kissing with tongues) and
LFK (Light French Kissing - open mouth but without tongue) are
commonly used to describe kissing activities. Providing oral sex
can be described as BBBJ (Bare Back Blow Job - no condom) or OWO
(Oral Without Condom) and CIM (Cum In Mouth), while DATY (Dining At
The Y) or RO (Reverse Oral) indicates a provider is willing to
allow a client to perform oral sex on her. Some sex workers will
charge extra for receiving oral, but this is normally a massage
parlor or brothel practice, as Independent or Agency workers will
provide services inclusive of the hourly rate. Another familiar
word in call girl slang is girlfriend experience, abbreviated GFE,
that normally implies an escort will have a warm personality, be
willing to kiss the client, hold hands and be generally
affectionate. This also includes an assumption that the girl will
perform oral sex without a condom barrier. The girlfriend
experience (commonly known as GFE) is a type of service a female
prostitute offers which includes acting like a girlfriend to the
client.
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