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      The first rays of sunlight broke through the low hanging clouds across the Scarborough bluffs. Orange and gold splashed across the sky like a child’s knocked over paint tray, getting muddier and more convoluted the closer the colours got to the ground. It mixed with cracked grey asphalt and rusting steel girders that stuck up over the ruined Lakeshore Boulevard like the exposed bones of ancient dinosaurs.

      Blasphemy.

      Father Brian slouched in the front seat of the mud splattered armoured van. Just two blocks from Trinity Church, he’d outlasted the night while the demons wailed along the ruined, debris filled streets of Toronto, thundering calls echoing among the desolate skyscrapers. But now with the first light, they hid as if God’s eyes searched for them.

      Once the light brightened the worn, cracked asphalt in front of him, Father Brian knocked on the window facing into the back of the van. It opened with a bang as if the boy in the back had been waiting all night for the all clear. Stupid boy probably had. He’d learn to sleep when he could.

      “Morning,” the priest said. In the dark shadows he couldn’t make out the boy’s olive face but heard the shuffle of his hands across the wall.

      “Are you sure, sir?” His voice squeaked.

      “Sure.”

      He opened the driver’s door, tasting the first breath of morning air. This close to the church it wasn’t so bad, the sulphur from the demons burned off fast, leaving only a mild sour egg smell. Farther in the old financial district he couldn’t go out without a mask, even in the afternoon. Sometimes the stench shimmied down his throat like slime.

      His route shouldn’t take him there for a while. He still had training with the boy.

      The van’s back door creaked open and the boy jumped out. He wiped his hands on the grey fabric of his penitent pants which, along with his grey tunic, marked him as a member of St. Michael’s. When he graduated the full apprenticeship he’d be deemed worthy enough to wear the full black like Father Brian and once he was ordained, he might even get to wear the red collar.

      But that was still some time away. Brian didn’t know about this boy. He seemed awfully soft, and it wasn’t just the chubby curves of his cheeks. He held the machine gun as if he didn’t know how to use it although he should have had full training. Why did the Bishops always send him the crap recruits? Did they expect miracles?

      Of course they did.

      “We’re starting in the clothing district,” Brian said. “Pay attention. Don’t touch anything. Don’t say anything. Just pay attention. Got it?”

      The boy nodded. “Yes, sir, Father Brian.”

      “Reggie, right?”

      “Raymond, sir.”

      Brian waved a hand as he swung the cracked leather strap of his machine gun over his right shoulder. “Yeah, whatever.”

      He headed south, thick boots kicking up debris left from the demons’ last rampage. The boy scurried to follow, his breath huffing in the thick air. Brian listened to him coughing from the sulphur stench.
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