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    To all who, fearing to lose both God and themselves, dared to embark on the journey.

And discovered that the way home was closer than it seemed.

      

    



  	
        
            
            There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.

(1 John 4:18, NRSV)
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​Foreword
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The journey to this book was not a solitary one, and I am sincerely grateful to the many people who made it possible.

Paradoxically, I must first thank my opponents and critics. I am a lifelong Orthodox Christian, raised in the deeply traditional environment of the Russian Orthodox Church and now a member of a community under the Ecumenical Patriarchate. I grew up in a tradition where negative views on homosexuality are dominant and absorbed almost automatically, despite the fact that no major Church council has ever studied the issue with full theological seriousness. Strictly speaking, there is no official, universally binding dogmatic teaching on homosexuality in the Orthodox Church. It was the reasoned challenge from my opponents to the beliefs I had almost merged with that prompted me to embark on a journey of honest and comprehensive inquiry into God’s Revelation, as expressed in Holy Scripture and Holy Tradition. This book is the fruit of that search.

For the opportunity to present the results of my search in a literarily sound form, and for the brilliant ideas that helped improve this work, I am immensely grateful to my companion, Ariadne. She not only helped to test this text in the purifying flames of editorial and literary review but also protected it from numerous polemical vulnerabilities, transforming it into a mature and pastoral work.

***
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DEAR READER,

Perhaps this book has found its way into your hands because two great loves have collided in your heart: your love for God and His Church, and your boundless love for your child, sibling, or friend. Perhaps you feel lost because what you hear from the pulpit and what you see in the eyes of your loved one seem irreconcilable. You are told you must choose between truth and love, between faithfulness to God and faithfulness to your family.

Or perhaps this book is for you because this inner battle is not between you and another, but within your own soul. Perhaps you love God and the Church, but you are constantly told that your very nature, your capacity to love, is a mistake. It seems you must choose between your faith and your identity, and this choice is tearing your heart apart.

Or perhaps you are a clergyperson, a pastor, or simply a person of sincere faith in search of answers. Perhaps you feel that the traditional, harsh answers to this question no longer convince your mind or your heart, and you are looking for a path that is faithful both to the spirit of the Gospel and to intellectual honesty.

Whoever you are, whatever reason brought you to this page, know this: this book was not written to destroy your faith. It was written precisely because its author has lived this same tension and believes that any choice of “God or my neighbor,” “God or myself,” is a false and unnecessary one. This book was born from a deep conviction that God is greater than our fears, and His love is wider than our understanding.

This is not an attempt to “rewrite” the Bible or to “justify sin.” On the contrary. It is a heartfelt invitation to a shared journey. A journey back to the sources of Holy Scripture, to see what it truly says. A journey into Church history and tradition, to discover its forgotten treasures. And a journey into our own hearts, to recognize the mercy of God at work within them.

The structure of this book is simple and logical. First, we will discover together the key that Christ Himself gave us—the supreme commandment of Love, on which, as He said, “hang all the Law and the Prophets.” Then, using this key, we will look without fear and with reverence at those few Bible passages that have been used as weapons for centuries, and we will see that they speak of something entirely different from what we have been told. Finally, on a firm biblical and theological foundation, we will attempt to sketch out a positive, hopeful vision of how Christian love can be expressed in faithful unions, and what the true role of the Church is in the modern world.

I do not ask you to agree immediately with everything written here. I ask for only one thing: an open heart and a willingness to travel together. Perhaps at the end of this journey, we will discover that the path to faithfulness to God and the path to love for our neighbor are one and the same.
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