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Introduction​
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I’m curious about how magic works. I want to understand how it works, why it works, and just as importantly, what’s stopping it from working. I wrote The Process of Magic as a way to provide a foundation to a person’s magical practice, but also as a guide that explores how magic works. I’ve written this book to explore what happens when magic doesn’t work and show you what you can do to learn from such failures, to figure out how to make magic work in the end. Something I’ve always found perplexing is the lack of curiosity in the occult community at large when it comes to why magic does or doesn’t work. 

“I don’t care how magic works. I just care that I get the result I want.” 

Or...

“Just do magic. Don’t ask why, because it doesn’t matter why.”

Or...

“We can’t explain how magic works. All that matters is that it does work.”

I could go on and on with what I’ve heard over the years or read in books on this line of reasoning about why it doesn’t matter how magic works, but what’s fascinating to me is that while people don’t care why magic works, they nonetheless want it to work.

The absurdity of this is further compounded by the fact that we actually have books written where people make this same nonsensical claim, that it doesn’t matter why magic works, yet nonetheless write a book trying to describe how magic works. 

Read that sentence again.

If it doesn’t matter why magic works, then why are we so obsessed with having it work? The answer to that question is simple: I want to get specific results that benefit me and how I live my life.

And that’s fine, but if we want specific results shouldn’t we be curious about how and why magic works? And, by extension, when our magical workings don’t produce the results we want, shouldn’t we also want to understand why?

You know my answer, but if you’re reading this book, I am hoping to convince you that understanding how and why magic works is significant. I also hope being curious about why you haven’t gotten the result you wanted is worthwhile because it may help you become a better magician and, more importantly, helps you get the results you want.

I was once asked by a mentor of mine what I thought my success rate with magic was (i.e. how often did I get what I wanted). I told him 98% and he blinked, surprised that I gave it such a high percentile, but the reason is simple: I know how and why magic works and I’m always seeking to develop my understanding of it further.

In fact, it’s the 2% where I didn’t get the result I wanted that really interests me, because I want to figure out why. I want to get 100%.

Of course, in my case, I’ll admit that my curiosity about how and why magic does or doesn’t work isn’t just driven by the achievement of results. I find magic to be endlessly fascinating and I want to discover all of its intricacies and share them with other people. That’s why I write about magic and why I experiment with magic.

But for the rest of you, I simply want to help you get better results consistently, and that’s why this book has been written, in order to provide you with a toolset you can use to diagnose why your magic isn’t working and determine what course of action to take that will help you achieve the success you want. 

To your magical success!

Taylor Ellwood

Portland, OR

August, 2019
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​Chapter 1: Why am I Writing this Book, Anyway?
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I’ve always troubleshooted my magic, from the beginning of when I started practicing it. It’s been easy for me to take for granted my troubleshooting skills and make a faulty assumption that everyone who practices magic has such skills. I’ve learned since then that in fact a good number of people don’t know how to troubleshoot their magic, figure out why it isn’t working or why they aren’t getting the results they want. They’ve never asked why or dug into exploring the intricacies of magic, and it’s because troubleshooting your magic seems to be discouraged. People claim it isn’t possible to explain how magic works, that it just does or doesn’t work. I find that claim deeply dissatisfying, but then I also believe it is possible to explain how magic works and how to improve your magical workings. You just need to be curious, ask questions, and have a desire to experiment with magic. Fortunately, I am curious, ask questions and want to experiment with magic.

I have had people approach me and describe a magical working they did and how they didn’t get the result they wanted, and within moments I’ve been able to diagnose why they didn’t get the result and what was specifically not working with the magical working they were attempting to do. Once they made the suggested changes...presto-   the magic worked!

Do I possess a skill these other people don’t have? Am I the magic whisperer? 

No. 

In this book I’m going to teach you how to troubleshoot your magic so that you can figure out why your magical working didn’t work and then make corrections to your magical working so you get the results you’re looking for. At the same time, I’m going to teach you how to examine your results and use them to work backwards so that you can you figure out exactly where your magical process went wrong.

Before we get to that though, I also want to spend some time with the word “results.” The word results defines a lot of how magic is thought of and worked with. In fact, you might think, on the basis of that word, that this book is primarily concerned with practical magic, and, if so, I can’t fault you for that. However, what you’ll discover is that this book is really intended to help you examine any type of magical working, whether its theurgical or thaumaturgical, practical or devotional, doing magic independently or having a spirit intercede on your behalf. The simple fact is that all types of magic have results. They may not be practical results, but nonetheless there’s not a magical working out there, which doesn’t have some type of result. So, with that realization in mind, let’s examine results and understand why results are so pivotal for determining how and why magic is working.
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