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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to them.

        JOHN 14:21

      

      

      

      My name is Bolanle (Bola) Ige. I was born and raised in Nigeria as a Muslim, but I have spent my life chasing after the Living God, even when I didn’t realize it.

      I now live in His manifest presence every day. Each morning, I awaken aware of His presence. If I wake up feeling foggy, then I speak to Him until my mind clears, and I am again aware of His presence. I do not leave my bed until I do.

      For many years, God had been persistently reaching out to me to get my attention for Kingdom living, but I didn’t hear Him. Now, I’ve come to a point in my life where I am in a covenant with God to do His will. God makes Himself known to me, alerts me to the tragedy of my sin, and welcomes me into the hope of His saving grace, which I found in His Son, the Lord Jesus.

      My relationship with God is characterized by His power in me and His will for me to devote my life to His honor and glory. In my relentless search for His manifest presence, He gave me the burning desire to write about my spiritual union experience with Him, and what He continually reveals. That is what really motivates me to pen this book.

      This book is for all believers and all seekers of our Lord Jesus Christ who are interested in knowing God more intimately. Experiencing the power of God's presence, whether through prayer, worship, meditation, or quiet reflection, should always be a central part of our faith in Jesus. It’s an intimate encounter that will revitalize your spirit and help you to live life with purpose, love, and a deep sense of inner peace.

      Do you want to stand in God’s glorious presence? Could you imagine what it would look like to live in His manifest presence 24/7? Imagine the peace of knowing that all your steps are ordered, never feeling rushed or worried, being sure that all you need will be provided when you need it, just like sparrows.

      It is possible.
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            MY STORY

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

        PSALM 18 :2

      

      

      

      As a little boy in Nigeria, I always wanted to be close to  God, but I didn’t know how. When I was about six, my Muslim father spoke to me about the importance of knowing God. He said, “God is our Maker. He is the creator of Heaven and Earth, and He is omnipresent.”

      “What do you mean by omnipresent?”

      “God is always present. Because God is our creator and always present, we must always go to Him in prayer daily, worshipping Him in holiness.”

      My parents taught me how to pray in the Islamic way. We prayed at ﬁve set times a day, each and every day. We prayed together at home or in the mosque.

      I had to memorize Arabic to communicate with Him. I couldn’t even understand what I was saying in Arabic, let alone enjoy an intimate relationship with Him. I was not personally experiencing God’s presence at all as a Muslim.

      As I grew, I began to question whether God was always present and whether He could be reached by humans at all. What should I do to feel His presence? How can I feel God’s presence? Though I prayed ﬁve times a day, I never felt like I was connecting to Him. My worship of Him was formulaic. It was like another norm that I had to meet. I knew He existed, but I felt far away from Him.

      Could my dad be wrong by saying God is omnipresent? If He were omnipresent, why couldn’t I experience Him in a special, unique way? One day, at the nighttime prayer, I asked that God reveal Himself to me. I really wanted to know His presence in my life.

      Something happened that very week which made me realize that my dad was right. God is always present in our lives, and He can be reached. Whether we experience Him or not, He is there. There is no place where God is not present. It was I who was not always present with Him.

      I was the type of person who was always getting in trouble. I went to school in the big city of Ibadan, in Nigeria, but because of my misbehavior, my dad decided to send me to school in the village as punishment. He knew no one who enjoyed city life would want to go to school in the village. There was no fun in the village. It was all about schooling, farming, and hunting after school.

      My dad had a friend who was a teacher and lived not too far away from my dad’s house. Every Sunday afternoon, we left the city and took a truck to the nearby village, about an hour’s drive away. Every Friday, immediately after school, we left the village to return to Ibadan to spend the weekend with our families. On Sunday, it started all over again.

      One sunny Wednesday in the village, right after school hours, I decided to run away. I walked through the bushes behind my school to the main street, where I caught a ride back to the city. I was congratulating myself on my escape when an oncoming truck swerved into our lane and slammed into our vehicle. The impact sent our vehicle airborne, over the bridge, into the deep water below.

      I was the only survivor.

      I swam toward a rock jutting out of the river. I managed to climb onto it and sat there, waiting until paramedics came to rescue me. They took me to the hospital, but I did not have a single cut, nor was I in any way injured.

      I would have died had I not held on to that rock. God was present with me even though I didn’t really know Him.

      Fifteen years later, I was reading my Bible when suddenly, the Lord seized me with the fullness of His power. I heard His voice and saw myself in the deep water struggling to make my way to the rock.

      When He released me, I didn’t understand what was going on, but He spoke to me through scripture. He showed me Psalm 18.2. “The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.”

      That scripture revealed to me that God was at work in that accident. He reached out to me in the form of a rock in the middle of the water and saved me. Jesus was my Rock.

      He is always present in our lives, even though we sometimes do not feel his presence.⁠1 Through Moses, God told the Israelites, “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified, for the Lord your God goes with you. He will never leave you nor forsake you.”⁠2

      I experienced God’s transformative power, a life-giving force that enables believers to live in alignment with His will, overcome challenges, and fulfill their purpose.  This power is a recurring theme in the scripture and is understood as the work of the Holy Spirit, who dwells within those who believe in Christ Jesus.

      Through Him and by His Spirit, I have access to the Father.⁠3 I  thank God for this manifestation and for rescuing me from the river. I felt a sense of joy and satisfaction knowing that He loves me and has plans for me.⁠4 I long for Him to be in every part of my life. I encourage you to seek God’s presence in everything you do,⁠5 for there is power in the name of Jesus.

      Now, because of Jesus Christ in me, I can come boldly and confidently into God’s presence,⁠6 praising Him and giving Him thanks, knowing that He is right there with me. Through Him alone I have gained access by faith into the grace in which I now stand.⁠7

      Scripture teaches that we have access to God through faith in Jesus Christ.⁠8 Everyone who loves God has unrestricted access to Him. Spiritual union with Christ gives you access and certainty of your relationship with God.⁠9

      Recognizing the presence of Christ in my life changes everything for me. No matter what I am going through, He is right there with me, providing companionship, confidence, counsel, and comfort.

      This is my desire for you.

      May Christ manifest in you that you may enjoy the pleasures of His presence. I pray that the Father reveals to you His presence, right now, that you may encounter Him spiritually and experientially. May His light shine on you that you may be a light to the world, just as He is the light of the world.
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            WHAT IS MANIFEST PRESENCE?

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

        PSALM 16:11

      

      

      

      There are many treasures in the presence of God, and one such treasure is the fullness of joy,⁠1 the eternal pleasure that comes from encountering God’s manifest presence. It is a joyful intimacy of love. Anyone who has entered the presence of God will tell you that it is a place that you do not ever want to leave.⁠2

      But what is it, exactly?

      To manifest means to display, to show, to cause to be seen. It means to make evident or certain. God manifests His presence in order to make Himself known or reveal Himself to you. It is good to know about God, but He wants you to know Him for yourself.

      Put simply, the manifest presence of God means a personal encounter with God. Beyond mere awareness of His presence, it is when God’s presence is made known clearly and convincingly to people. This is when God decides to interact with you. Experiencing the power of God's personal presence is a life-changing event. It is a moment when you are filled with the knowledge that God is always with you, and everything else seems to fade away.

      When God's manifest presence is felt, it can change everything in your life, from your perspective to your attitudes and even your behavior. It can bring you hope, peace, and the courage to face any situation.

      The presence of God is revealed in three dimensions. Understanding the differences of these three dimensions will help you understand the dynamics of His presence.

      His Omnipresence

      This refers to the supernatural nature of our God. He is everywhere at the same time. Nothing escapes His sight. He sees each one of us and all of our actions. His omnipresence makes it possible for Him to hear prayers rendered to Him simultaneously from multitudes of people in countless places. He can fight for His people all over the earth at the same time. With Him, there are no secrets.

      Whether or not a person worships God as the only True and Living God, God is present in their lives.

      But if God is truly present, why do the scriptures command us to “seek him”? ⁠3How can he be “near” or “far” from us? Why does David groan because God seems so far off at times, and yet at other times speak of God’s nearness to him?

      What is the difference between knowing that God is present and experiencing his presence? There is a difference.

      •	Knowing God’s presence provides the foundation for faith and trust, even when feelings waver. It is an intellectual or faith-based assurance. The scriptural foundation is God’s omnipresence character and promises.

      •	Experiencing God’s presence deepens the relationship, strengthens faith, and reminds us of His love and nearness. It is relational, emotional, and often tangible, where God’s manifest presence is specific and temporary. It could lead to awe, joy, repentance, or worship.

      •	Both are vital for a healthy spiritual life: knowing sustains us in dry seasons, while experiencing refreshes and renews our faith. Faith bridges the gap between the two, enabling believers to trust God’s presence even when they don’t feel it.

      God was so merciful to show up in my life even when I was not looking for Him. My encounter with Jesus was a bridge that consecrated my soul and brought me to God’s Kingdom.

      His Indwelling Presence

      Believers always have the Holy Spirit with them.⁠4 If you are a believer, the Spirit will not be taken away from you. He is your comforter, your helper until Jesus returns.⁠5 Once you are born again as a child of God, He lives in you through His Holy Spirit. We are cautioned to remain in him, to abide in Him, as He abides in us. He is the vine, and we are the branches. A branch that does not remain part of the tree cannot bear fruit by itself, and without Him, you can do nothing.⁠6 As you abide in Him, the Holy Spirit communicates with you.

      If you are a seeker of Christ Jesus, believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved – you and your household.⁠7 You only need to say this prayer: “I declare with my mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in my heart that God raised Him from the dead. For it is with my heart that I believe, and I am justified, and it is with my mouth that I profess my faith and I am saved.⁠8 Amen.”

      His Manifest Presence

      God’s omnipresence can exist without our awareness; God’s manifest presence cannot. The phrase expresses a much more intimate relationship than mere theoretical or intellectual knowledge, which does not need surrender or suffering. This refers to knowledge based on inward experience.

      Scripture describes Christ as our Redeemer. Suppose one man believes this and welcomes Jesus into his life as his Redeemer. The resurrection power of Christ regenerates his life. Suppose another believes Christ exists, but never puts His redeeming power to the test. He has never experienced Christ’s strength in weakness or Christ as a comforter in sorrow or as a healer in sickness.

      Is the knowledge of these two the same? Both received the fullness of indwelling of the Holy Spirit the moment they received Christ. However, the latter had not been transformed and regenerated inwardly. To know Christ more deeply is to have more of heaven in you.

      Because God is omnipresent, he is also omniscient. He has intimate knowledge of his children. He can get through to anyone at any moment. He can give you a vision, make you dream, or speak with an audible voice.
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        * * *

      

      David’s Story

      David's life is a profound example of how the manifest presence of God can transform a person. His relationship with God was characterized by intimacy, worship, and obedience, and it significantly shaped his character, leadership, and legacy. There are many important ways David was transformed by the manifest presence of God.

      Before encountering God’s presence, David was a humble shepherd, tending to sheep in obscurity. He was the youngest of his brothers and overlooked when Samuel came to anoint a king. When Samuel anointed David, the Spirit of the Lord came upon him powerfully.⁠9 This encounter marked the beginning of his transformation into Israel’s greatest king. God's presence equipped David with courage, wisdom, and favor, preparing him for the immense responsibility of leading a nation.

      David had likely worshiped God privately as a shepherd, playing his harp and composing songs, but the manifest presence of God deepened his worship. He became the “sweet psalmist of Israel,”⁠10 writing many psalms that express profound intimacy with God.

      David's encounter with God's presence inspired a life of extravagant worship. When the Ark of the Covenant was brought to Jerusalem, David danced with all his might before the Lord, showing his joy and reverence for God's presence.⁠11

      David had been a young shepherd with no experience in warfare or leadership. After experiencing God's presence, the Holy Spirit gave David the courage to face and defeat Goliath.⁠12 His victory was rooted in his confidence in the living God rather than his own strength.

      As king, David consistently sought God’s guidance before making decisions,⁠13
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