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I've been seeing a lot of rhetoric telling marginalized people in increasingly fascist countries that, if possible, they need to get a gun and arm themselves, and to learn how to shoot it. I also see a lot of people living comfortably in safe countries, telling people subject to violence or threat not to do so. I have a lot of mixed feelings about this discourse, and I bet you do, too.

In true clickbait form, before I tell you this one weird trick, let's lay a couple things out.

For reference, I know how to shoot a gun. The first time I shot a gun I was four years old and I owned my first gun at the age of six, just like my great-grandfather. I had a BB gun before that, but BB guns don't count to gun people.

Some of my earliest memories are climbing into a secret room accessed under the carpet in the closet in my estranged grandparent's old house. There was essentially an arsenal down there. That was my grandfather's arsenal. My estranged father had, and still has, his own arsenal. My aunt had hers. A lot of people had them. I was bestowed enough guns over the years of my childhood for my own tiny arsenal of about 20 guns, as I recall, though that was nothing compared to the people I knew.

I was taught by my conservative family and everyone I was surrounded by from a young age that we needed to keep guns in case the government ever comes for us or needs overthrown. Ironic, I know. And hunting, too, of course.

I don't own guns anymore.

That being said, this is not a condemnation of anyone who does own guns. It is a personal decision that needs no discussion here.

A man I know, Xhavit, was a weapons smuggler in Kosovo, his path took him walking through the forests of the Rugova Mountains. He bought weapons from Serbians in order to fight against Serbians. I asked him how that works. He said some people just want to make money. At the time he was smuggling, he was considered a terrorist by the US government before they rebranded him, and all those like him, a freedom fighter. He's pointed out to me some of the areas where he used to travel in order to obtain these weapons. Through the snow. On foot. Once, his brother almost succumbed to the cold when they got lost in a blizzard.
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