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			Introduction

		


			Thank you for purchasing this book. It has everything you need to know about the total eclipse in South Carolina on August 21, 2017.

			A total eclipse passing across the United States is a rare event. The last US total eclipse was in 1979. It traveled over Washington, Oregon, Montana, and the corner of North Dakota.

			The next total eclipse over the US will not be until April 8, 2024. It will pass over Texas, the Midwest, and on to Maine. After that, the next coast-to-coast total eclipse will be in 2045!

			It’s imperative to make travel plans today. You will be amazed at the number of people swarming to the total eclipse path. Some might say watching a partial versus a total eclipse is a similar experience. It’s not.

			This book is written for South Carolina visitors and anyone else viewing the eclipse. You will find general planning, viewing, and photography information inside. Should you travel to the eclipse path in South Carolina in mid-August, be prepared for an epic trip. The state estimates a half million visitors will converge on South Carolina.

			Some hotels in the communities and cities along the path of totality in South Carolina have already sold out as of the writing of this guide. Finding lodging along the eclipse path will be a major challenge.

			Resources will be stretched far beyond the normal limits. Think gas lines from the late 1970s. It may be likely that traffic along mountain highways will come to a complete standstill during this event. Be prepared with backup supplies.

			Many smaller South Carolina towns are far from any major city. South Carolina country roads are slow. Please obey posted speed limits within all forest and park areas. Be cautious about believing a map application’s estimate of travel time in South Carolina.

			People in all communities along the path of the total eclipse plan to rent out their properties for this event. With a major celestial event in the summer of 2017, be assured that South Carolina “hasn’t seen anything yet.”

			Is this to say to avoid South Carolina or other areas during the eclipse? Not at all! This guidebook provides ideas for interesting, alternative, and memorable locations to see the eclipse. It will be too late to rush to a better spot once the eclipse begins. Law enforcement will be out to help drivers reconsider speeding.

			Please be patient and careful. There will be a large rush of people from all over the world converging on South Carolina to enjoy the total eclipse. Be mindful of other drivers on eclipse weekend, as they may not be familiar with South Carolina roads.

			You should feel compelled to play hooky on August 21. Ask for the day off. Take your kids out of school. They’ll likely be adults before the next chance to see a total eclipse. Create family memories that will last a lifetime. Sastrugi Press does not normally advocate skipping school or work. Make an exception because this is too big an event to miss.

			Wherever you plan to be along the total eclipse path, leave early and remember your eclipse glasses. People from all around the planet will converge on South Carolina. Be good to your fellow humans and be safe. We all want to enjoy this spectacular show.

			Visit www.sastrugipress.com/eclipse for the latest updates for this state eclipse book series.

			

			Author Information

			Polar explorer and motivational speaker Aaron Linsdau’s first book, Antarctic Tears, is an emotional journey into the heart of Antarctica. He ate two sticks of butter every day to survive. Aaron coughed up blood early in the expedition and struggled through equipment failures. Despite the endless difficulties, he set a world record for surviving the longest solo expedition to the South Pole.

			Aaron teaches audiences how the common person can achieve uncommon results. He shares his techniques for overcoming adrenaline burnout and constant overload. He inspires audiences to face their challenges with a new perspective. Aaron builds grit, teaches courage, and shows how to maintain a positive attitude in the face of adversity. He hopes that you will be inspired and have an enjoyable time watching the total eclipse in South Carolina.

			Visit his websites: www.aaronlinsdau.com and www.ncexped.com
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			All About South Carolina

			

			Overview of South Carolina

			As one of the original thirteen colonies, South Carolina has plenty history and culture to experience. The story of South Carolina is told partly through its national monuments and parks. The state has much to offer for those who come for a visit before or after the total solar eclipse during the summer of 2017.

			Since South Carolina is in the southern region of the United States, the state can be warm year-round. During the summer, the temperature can average ninety degrees Fahrenheit. That coupled with the classic east coast humidity can make the state a warm environment. However, the lakes, rivers, and ocean coastline can help take the edge off the heat.

			The state has been part of the United States’ overall history since the beginning. The United States had to fight to build the country, and there have been countless battles fought on South Carolina’s soil. As a consequence, many monuments, historic sites, and parks pay homage to those battles. Both the national historic sites and national parks in South Carolina have significance to not only the state but also the country.

			Fort Sumter was a Union military fort located on an island near beautiful Charleston, South Carolina. On April 12, 1861, the Civil War began with the Confederate army attacking the fort for thirty-four hours before the Union surrendered. Today Fort Sumter is maintained like it was back during the Civil War. People can come and visit the fort to learn more about its history, such as why the Confederates opened fire on the fort. This is the perfect site to begin an exploration of the South.

			The town of Ninety-Six, South Carolina, is a site that features several battles from the American Revolution. The town got its name because that’s how far it was from Charleston; Ninety-Six was a small, backcountry town. At this national historic site, people can experience life in the town, giving visitors a taste what life was like back in the 1700s. As a pivotal spot for the Revolutionary War, visitors can learn about the struggles the people of the town had to endure like being attacked by Cherokee Indians. Ninety-Six historic site is a good balance of experience and education, making it a great site to explore in South Carolina.

			Kings Mountain Military Park is a national military park worth visiting. Located on the border of the Carolinas, the park is over four thousand acres, giving it a beautiful landscape for nature and animals. It is also the site of a battle that took place during the Revolutionary War. Thomas Jefferson stated that the battle “turned the tides” of the war, so the site holds its own historic importance. This park is perfect for learning about the battle and the Revolutionary War while spending time roaming and exploring.

			Learning about the founding fathers is enjoyable and educational. With the musical sensation Hamilton playing in the country, people are starting to become interested in learning about more lesser-known founding fathers. Charles Pinckney would be one of those people. His house is located in Mount Pleasant just outside of Charleston, and it is now a national historic site. This site is dedicated to teaching about Pinckney and his importance in building the country, including his part in writing the Constitution and his political positions that he held. Much like Mount Vernon and Monticello, this site is perfect for further learning about an important figure in the country’s history.

			Congaree National Park is located in Hopkins southeast of Columbia. It is the largest hardwood forest in the southeast region of the country, giving it a large biodiversity of animals and plants. Along with the forest, the Congaree and Wateree Rivers run through the national park as well. The Congaree is a wonderful place to explore and experience a variety of wildlife.

			The Overmountain Victory Trail is the trail that was used during the Revolutionary War for soldiers to reach the battle at Kings Mountain. This trail is over three hundred thirty miles, stretching over four states, one of them being South Carolina. If you enjoy a good challenge, it’s possible to hike the entire trail in a few weeks. People can experience the hike that the men had to do before the battle. The Overmountain Victory Trail is an excellent trail for a challenging and historical experience like no other.

			South Carolina is home to countless historical and cultural sites to visit and learn from. Whether you visit these sites before or after the eclipse, there is no lack of locations to explore.

			

			Hotels and Motels During the Eclipse

			Once word of the total eclipse over South Carolina spreads, rooms will become scarce. Many hotels in towns along the path of totality in western states have been sold out for a year or more. South Carolina is not alone in this challenge. Hotels in Idaho and Wyoming have been sold out for multiple years in anticipation of the total eclipse.

			What does this mean for eclipse visitors? Lodging and room rentals in eclipse towns will be at a massive premium. Does that mean all hope is lost to find a place to stay? Not at all. But you will have to be creative. There will be few if any hotel rooms available in these eclipse cities by the time this book is printed. Accommodations in the cities and towns along the path of the eclipse have been sold out for months.

			In spring 2017, the author searched on Hotels.com for rooms along the total eclipse path on the weekend of August 21 and found options still available. Once word of the eclipse spreads, room rates will increase and availability will drop.

			Search for rooms farther away from the eclipse path. If you are willing to stay in cities outside the eclipse path, you will have better success at finding rooms. As the eclipse approaches, people will book rooms farther from the totality path. By midsummer, rooms in cities along the total eclipse path may be unavailable. The effect of this event will be felt across South Carolina and the rest of the United States.

			Think regionally when looking for rooms. Be prepared to search far and wide during this major event. If a five-hour drive is manageable, your lodging options greatly expand, but it also increases your travel risk.

			

			Internet Rentals
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