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This book is an original manuscript by the author, protected by international copyright laws of Canada.  Therefore, none of this author’s work may be reproduced, in part or in whole, or stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopied, recorded or otherwise for commercial use without the prior written permission of the author.  However, it is possible to receive permission to use short quotations for personal use, or use in a group study, or for permission to copy certain passages, or to make portions of the writings available for overhead viewing.  Simply, contact the author[1] or publisher to request it. 


SCRIPTURE MATTERS
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All scripture quotes originate from or are formed around the KJV of the Bible, public domain.  In places, some alterations occur in the text changing ye, thee or thou or other KJV terms to modern English.  Additionally, the name of God appears as YeHoVaH, rather than LORD and Yeshua rather than Jesus, to honour His Jewishness. See appendix for more information as to why we make these changes.



DEDICATION
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As authors dedicate their books, often, they honour members of their family, special friends, or even famous people they deem worthy.  While in my life there are many worthy people to whom I might dedicate this book, my heart longs to honour My Loving Heavenly Father.

Therefore, to YeHoVaH, and to the furtherance of His great name throughout the world, I dedicate this book.


“May His name be sanctified[2].[3]”



About Jeanne Metcalf
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Jeanne believes the Word of God opens a door to help every believer to know their God.  That knowledge, once gleaned and retained, makes strong believers to help them stand in the real world in which we live, no matter their vocation.



With these convictions in mind, Jeanne, inspired and led by the Holy Spirit, began to write in the l990’s.  Soon she developed inductive[4] style Bible Studies and self-published them for her students to use.  With her major goal to equip the saints, she found that her sound teachings, presented with clarity and simplicity, made an impact.  As long as her listeners put in their valuable time to study scripture and took Jeanne’s advice to call upon the Holy Spirit to help them, they became powerful believers, transformed, prepared and ready to stand in their generation. 


Today, past students who studied the Bible with Jeanne, as well current new students, testify as to the validity of Jeanne’s writing and teaching gift.  They love the clarity and simplicity of the Word as she presents it in a refreshing straightforward format.  Thus, they encouraged Jeanne to make her books more widely available. 

Therefore, Jeanne began Cegullah Publishing, and then a year later, opened Cegullah Apologetic Academy.  The academy, in addition to presenting accredited, Bible Study material, invites all believers to read or study the Word of God, and thereby, be strong in YeHoVaH and the strength of His might. 


A greater availability of Jeanne’s works (as well as other authors which Cegullah Publishing looks forward to publishing in the future), opens doors for more people to know their God and do exploits! 



“But the people that know their God



shall be strong and do exploits”.  Daniel 11:32 b



P.S. Recent inquiries require acknowledging the correct way to formally address Jeanne.  While she is comfortable with people addressing her on a first name basis, her official title is Rev. Dr. Jeanne Metcalf.
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Introduction
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“Precious in the sight of YeHoVaH is the death of his saints[5]



IN THE NORMAL PROCESS of life, people die, leaving behind this life, family and friends.  Their survivors, especially those of a religious mindset, often wonder about the eternal destiny of the departed loved one.  Did they make it to heaven?  If so, what’s it like there?  What will they do there?   Many questions flood their mind and unfortunately, may well go unanswered because Heaven, to most people, is a mystery. 


What little information people possess about heaven is usually limited to stories they heard from varied religious sources, or from those who claim to have experienced Heaven, perhaps from a momentary death, or an out-of-the-body experience and have come back to tell us about it.

Momentarily, try to collect some of your thoughts about heaven.  How much information do you have?  Can you assess the source of that information?  Do you hold a mix of some non-biblical and biblical sources?  If so, are you comfortable trusting in such?  Or, perhaps, you’re like me and you’d hesitate to accept what is not biblically verified.  If so, you are sure to agree that when it comes to all spiritual matters, especially about our view of the afterlife, it is best if we have our information solidly based on truth.  Such an important subject as our eternal destiny must rest on an unmovable foundation.  When searching the unknown, its best to firmly fix our views on the One who never shifts or changes!

James 1:17

“17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.”

In considering the believer's handbook, the Bible, what facts are we told about heaven?  Does it tell us what to expect once we get there?  Afterall, some people think they will sit on clouds, strum harps and rest quietly, in peaceful surroundings for all eternity.  Is this biblical, or simply someone’s imagination, or Hollywood’s portrayal, at best?  Will we relax and totally rest in eternity, or will we fulfil some assignment or service to God?  What does the bible say, about our future life for all eternity?

Certainly, there are interesting passages giving us small glimpses into heaven’s atmosphere.  Isaiah, the prophet, for example, overwhelmed by a vision of the majesty of the Throne Room of heaven, humbly bowed before the Almighty, penitent, and ready to receive orders to go and preach God’s Word. 


In later books of scripture, we see more of the Throne Room, when, in the book of Revelation, the Apostle John is caught up into heaven.  His record expands on the Throne Room scene.  We’re given glimpses of the Risen Saviour’s glory, as well as aspects of worship activities in heaven, not to mention, future events to take place upon the earth.  Yet these amazing, inviting, and intriguing passages do not convey the totality of heaven.  They merely crack the surface of the mystery and intrigue us even more!  Surely, God wants us to know some answers.  There must be passages answering questions of what “we” do, after we pass from this earth, but where are these passages? 



"It’s All About Heaven" stands ready to open the scriptures and show the reader God’s powerful prophetic picture about heaven.  This prophetic picture given by God, Himself, not only answers questions, but gives an idea of what to expect.  However, this subject won’t fit into the format of a quick read!  Therefore, there’s a workbook[6] with a mandate to that of an educator.  It facilitates exploration of Bible passages about heaven to give a personal time between you, the reader, and the God you love. 


Next, the textbook stands nearby as your companion on your personal journey to further unveil the prophetic picture as you discover much about heaven.  With workbook and textbook in hand, through this inductive study method, your time with God aligns you to receive a trusted, biblical, knowledge of heaven. 

Add that to the illuminating and penetrating power of the Holy Spirit, Who affirms the written Word and you’ll see truth embedded into your life as an unshakable foundation upon which to stand.  Therefore, your approach, dear reader, is everything! 


If your mindset is to study this topic of heaven, using this book as an instruction book to lead you to the scriptures, that is a good beginning.  Then as you put your heart and soul into this study, delving into the scriptures with worthy intensity, and you call upon the Holy Spirit to be your primary teacher and best friend (which He desires to be), you should come away with a lot more than a working knowledge of heaven. 


Your spiritual foundation, the one upon which you stand, if built and glued together with scripture and the Holy Spirit’s staying power, will hold through the calm and through the storms.  It will grow, and grow strong, even as you study and embrace the subject of heaven.  Then, through all circumstances in life and when your life touches death, either your own or others, you should not waiver like blowing grass in the field. 
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Stand like a solid pillar for God!

He wants you to be such in times of trouble,

ready, willing, and able to share

the truth of the scriptures to all in need.
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Afterall, God wants you to know about eternity, for indeed, that is your destination.


 


PERSONAL REFLECTION:
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Dear Reader, “It’s All About Heaven” is your open invitation to embark upon a spiritual journey, intended to explore the mystery of heaven.  As you close out each chapter, before moving on to the next one, we invite you to enjoy a time of personal reflection.  As you do, we pray that will discover, or rediscover, the numerous amazing truths about your Saviour.  So, as you incorporate your valuable time, may it produce numerous insightful and personal rewards to delight your soul.  



Heaven’s Prophetic Picture
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“See, says he, that you make all things according to the pattern showed to you in the mount.[7]”



HEAVEN, WITH ITS UNSEEN realm seems mysterious.  Mysterious things are often hijacked by the imagination, escalating thoughts to realms unknown.  While such a journey may prove exciting, when it comes to heaven, such ideas are only fodder for thought.  These often produce uncertainty, fear, or doubt.  These are no anchor for hard times such as when one faces eternity.  On the contrary, believers need a firm foundation, upon which to stand.  They need strong pillars to steady them as they walk through the deeper waters of life.  So, let’s ask ourselves a question, does our Christian manual, the Bible, take the mystery out of heaven?   


Does the Bible talk about heaven?

While we won’t find heaven’s description in one specific passage, or even in a series of verses fixed in one place in the Bible, there is a revelation about heaven written in the Bible.  Our Heavenly Father, YeHoVaH, the creator of all things, revealed heaven in a powerful prophetic picture, depicted a worship system, the layout of which replicates heaven.  He gave this to Moses, an obedient prophet of YeHoVaH, who received and meticulously recorded that given revelation of heaven, and with great care oversaw the construction of its replica.  We call that replica the Tabernacle of Moses.  Have you heard of that Tabernacle?  If so, did you know it shows a powerful picture of heaven? 

Through this Bible Study, as we move towards our understanding of heaven, we’ll unwrap the powerful, prophetic picture of heaven found in the Tabernacle of Moses.  In doing so, we glean an understanding of heaven, and at the same time, enjoy the opportunity to explore the dynamics of heaven.  When finished our study, we’ll come away with a greater knowledge of our Heavenly Father, how to confidently approach Him, what He requires of us to enter eternity, and much more.  We’ll see His provision for us, now, as well as rewards and treasures for later.  Together, as we study, we’ll scripturally peer into the beauty of the sanctuary of Moses, which so exquisitely presents heaven in detail. 


Now, to begin!  Let’s listen to YeHoVaH’s instructions to Moses. 


Exodus 25:8-9

“8 And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. 9 According to all that I show you, [after] the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall you make [it].”

Using the word “pattern”, in Exodus 25:8-9, we see that Moses must reproduce an exact model of the pattern that YeHoVaH showed Moses on the mount.  Moses was not to get creative, nor make a partial copy of what he saw! 

YeHoVaH commanded Moses to make it exactly as he saw it, without any variation for that would mar the replica and shade the revelation that God intended.  Its construction must, therefore, exclude human interpretation.  The many specific aspects of heaven, namely, the understanding on how to reach, serve and walk with YeHoVaH, must have clarity, as well as the God-given way to access heaven.  All these things dynamically unfold as our study progresses and we unwrap the biblical picture of heaven, as found in the Tabernacle of Moses. 

In the past, Bible Studies on the Tabernacle of Moses showed a revelation of Yeshua, in every aspect including God’s provided plan for humankind to enter heaven.  Without a doubt, the Tabernacle of Moses clearly shows Yeshua in amazing ways, especially in defining salvation.  Without salvation embracing God’s way, no one comes before a holy God and spends an eternity with Him. 


This pattern, from which Moses modelled the earthly tabernacle, carefully showed specific details, and the accompanying instructions of Moses, which is called the Torah[8], explained man’s acceptable behaviour, as well as a plan for failed behaviour.  Humankind needs these specifics, to understand how to reach, serve and walk with the God, who loved us so much that He sent His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish[9]. 


Not only is defining sin, its consequences and God’s provision for us, clearly seen in the Tabernacle, thus giving clarity to an otherwise obscure subject, but it goes one step further in that it defines heaven.  This we will see, in stages as we study the biblical picture of heaven, as seen in the tabernacle and scriptures as Yeshua spoke about heaven. 

YeHoVaH, in concern for us, showed us heaven, through this tabernacle because heaven has its mysteries, just like the ways that please God seemed mysterious to man.  However, YeHoVaH, in mercy and love, revealed these mysteries to us through the prophets, in particularly, through Moses.  Heaven, with its unseen realm likewise might be perceived as mysterious. Mysterious things can be hijacked by the imagination.

When that happens, so many things are applied to the mind that are unrealistic. Fear, lies, deceptions and doubts come into play under these circumstances. Therefore, it makes perfect sense, that our loving heavenly Father, desired to give us a picture of heaven, upon which we can depend.  He desired to remove the mystery out of heaven in the same manner He removed the mystery out of knowing Him. 

THE TABERNACLE LAYOUT

As we look at the tabernacle from a distance, we see it is surrounded by a fence.  This fence is not incredibly tall, and certainly not indestructible, as it was made of linen.  To enter beyond the walls into the complex, one must pass through a gate.  Once through that one and only gate, one comes directly before a large, bronze Altar.  Continuing forward moving toward the main building, one comes to a large, bronze basin, called a Laver. 

After that comes the entrance to the actual Tabernacle, itself.  Once inside the Tabernacle there were two Chambers, the first chamber was called, “The Holy Place”. while the second was called “The Holy of Holies”. 

The entire Tabernacle of Moses, therefore, held three major sections:
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	The section outside the fence, which totally separated or marked out of bounds, the entire area of the tabernacle from the world.  Access by one gate only. 


	The section immediately inside the fence, which stretches up from the inside of the fence and gate to the tabernacle (tent) itself, 


	The section which includes the tabernacle (tent) with its two divisions, one named the Holy Place and the other, the Holy of Holies. 





In summary, then, there are three major parts to the Tabernacle of Moses: Outside the Fence; Inside the Fence; and Inside the Tabernacle itself.  Over the years, as people have studied this Tabernacle with its three major sections, they have given various interpretations to each section of the Tabernacle, including a picture it shows regarding the entrance. 


Clearly, many teachings show this truth: as there is but one entrance into the Tabernacle area, (through its one and only gate), there is but one entrance to heaven.



As people interpret the meaning of this prophetic picture of heaven, they remind believers that the gate, the one so colourfully and beautifully woven, represents Yeshua, who clearly stated, “I am the way the truth and the life”,[10] and also said, “I am the door[11]”.  It is through Yeshua, and His teachings that we access the Father. 



Regarding the Tabernacle then, its sole entrance way prophetically shows God's plan for humankind to enter heaven.  YeHoVaH provided a way!  Thus said, there is only one way, and that is YeHoVaH's way.  Truly, that is an excellent and perfect interpretation of the gate!


In this study, we’ll look at the main aspects of the Tabernacle of Moses, noting their application to the topic at hand, namely, Heaven.  We will begin by examining the way God provided for entrance to the tabernacle, explaining, also, what is outside as well as inside the gate.  Thus, we will divide this study into four (4) major sections:

SECTION 1: OUTSIDE THE GATE


Here we’ll look at the outer fence area and the gate.  We’ll call this area, THE WORLD. 


In this section’s 4 chapters, we’ll look at discovering, assessing, valuing and finally, entering the gate.

Moving past this area, through the gate, which is none other than a clear picture of Yeshua, we’ll enter the next area:


SECTION 2: INSIDE THE GATE:[12]



We’ll call this area, LIFE IN THE SPIRIT


We’ll explain this later, but for now, it is enough to know that the kingdom of God has a powerful influence upon this earth, and all true believers are part of that kingdom of God, here on earth.  Also, we must remember the believer’s position in Messiah, seated in heavenly places, and with an unrestrained ability to come before the throne of YeHoVaH. 

Within this section, the three (3) chapters discuss THE BRAZEN ALTAR, with its challenges and message.  Then, we’ll look at THE LAVER.

Moving forward towards the tabernacle, we enter and see 2 chambers, the latter containing the ark.

SECTION 3: INSIDE THE HOLY PLACE

As we approach the Holy Place, we first must walk past 5 tall pillars, which hold a large veil in place.  Only specially dedicated priests can move past that veil.  As they move forward, they push aside the veil and walk into the first room of the tabernacle, itself.  Within this place there are 3 specific items, namely the Menorah, the Table of Showbread, and the Altar of Incense. 


In this section, the first of five chapters highlights the believer’s priesthood.  The second chapter speaks about the 5 pillars and the veil; the third, fourth and fifth chapters depict the Table of Showbread, the Menorah, and the Altar of Incense.  Here, we’ll learn to recognize the dealings of the government of the kingdom of YeHoVaH in operation, as well as heaven’s view on the prayers of the saints, and YeHoVaH’s provisional responses.  Before moving into the second room of the Tabernacle, we encounter 4 tall pillars and another large veil, once again acting like a door.  Into this special place only the High Priest could enter and at that, only once a year with a blood atonement for sins.


SECTION 4: INSIDE THE THRONE ROOM


This is the atmosphere of what many call, the 3rd heaven.  Here is the representation of the very Throne Room of the Almighty.  In this last section, we’ll look at the Great High Priest, the 4 pillars & veil & the Ark of the Covenant.  It is in this section that we’ll look at heaven from the viewpoint of Worship around the throne.



 

PERSONAL REFLECTION:
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Take some time and study the outline on the next page.  Affix the layout in your mind as this is where we are going to head, throughout the chapters of this book.  It is within this outline of the Tabernacle of Moses, where we’ll embrace an understanding of God’s prophetic picture of heaven in the scriptures, and what He desires us to know about Heaven[13].  
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THE GATE

Discover it.

Assess it.

Value it.

Enter it.


Heaven’s Narrow Way
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“Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth[14].”



AS GOD DEPICTED HEAVEN to us, why did He include the world?  Primarily, while we don’t like to speak of it, nevertheless, it is true that not everyone who lives upon this earth, and might even claim to know God, really does know Him.  Only those who truly are born of His Spirit accesses heaven for eternity.  That fact is clearly mentioned in scripture, including within the teaching and parables of Yeshua. 



God, therefore, in His picture of heaven, shows that there are those who live outside of the kingdom.  This shows us, pictorially, that it is not a given for any person who dies to immediately enter a wonderful eternity with God.  Rather, it clearly shows that once one passes away from this world to eternity, there is no automatic entrance to an eternity with the Creator of all things.  Even though humankind is an offspring of Adam, one does not just naturally inherit heaven! 


Our Bible is very clear that, for members of this human race to enter heaven's gate and thereafter spend an eternity with God, there are certain specifics, which must be met, amongst them, man must align with God’s plans for their eternal existence to be with Him.  Man does not call the shots in this regard!  It is YeHoVaH’s heaven, YeHoVaH’s kingdom, YeHoVaH’s home, and man must follow YeHoVaH’s rules. 

Still, in YeHoVaH’s earnest desire to share heaven with us, He has given humankind choices.  While upon this earth, we get to experiment with choices, hopefully concluding that it is better to do things YeHoVaH’s way than our own!  As we learn about YeHoVaH’s ways, we learn that we can either gain heaven or be refused its eternal benefit.  If we choose to make heaven’s access a goal of this earth, and we decide to align our life to attain that goal, we open ourselves up to God's reality, or what is known as God's truth.  However, we must come to that truth, on the terms of YeHoVaH. 

On this exact thing, Yeshua commented:

John 14:6

“Jesus said unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man comes unto the Father, but by me.”


Yeshua made it very clear, no one comes to the Father, except through Him.  He is the way to the Father.  He is the absolute truth, by which a person can access a good relationship here on earth with the Father[15], and eventually, enter YeHoVaH’s eternity.


What is the sum of that truth?  It is simply that man was created by God and put upon this earth to fulfil a purpose, part of which is to recognize an invitation to enjoy a two-sided relationship with the Creator and align us accordingly.  Should we accept God’s invitation, from that time onward, we are to live our life embracing YeHoVaH and adopt His ways.

Living life in this fashion makes heaven’s goal more realistic; however, the truth is, that while it makes for a more fruitful experience upon this earth, it’s not an easy life walking with God, by any means.  Rather, it’s a life that moves in tune with the Spirit of God, and thus, is lived out moment by moment with God at our side. 


Living in this manner, we make ourselves more readily available for God's blessings as He defines them both here and in eternity.  Things can be very predictable as we live out that life, here, but also, we must remember, such a life goes against the main flow of the world, and hence it has its turbulence to endure.  Some of that turbulence, we’ll speak of later. 


If, while we’re on earth, we make it a point to learn to develop an ear to hear what the Spirit of God speaks, we position ourselves to learn and receive from YeHoVaH’s teachings.  Clearly, the Spirit would have us embrace Yeshua’s values on natural and spiritual things for these inherently contain vital information on how to attain our eternal destiny.  As we receive what YeHoVaH’s Spirit speaks, we discover that the greatest value upon this earth attained for eternity is YeHoVaH, Himself, and following that, the promised eternal life with Him. 


Yet there is another benefit, and it is for the here and now.  We can access certain aspects of heaven’s existence, from which we can function and operate, as we live out our life upon the earth.  For those who truly believe, the existence and access to that existence is seen as an invisible force, (an invisible kingdom), with certain solid and effective principles affecting the earth.  Yeshua called this invisible force “the kingdom of heaven” in some places, and “the kingdom of God” in others. 



After our initial encounter with YeHoVaH, which should result in a true conversion experience, it is possible for us to understand, and fully embrace the many principles of God’s kingdom, designed for the here and now.  We learn how the kingdom of heaven affects us and others[16].  All principles operative in the kingdom of heaven begin at, and point to, its one and only access point: the gate, which is Yeshua.  From that point onward, additional learning, like the entrance way, comes by choice, accessing by faith, what’s available. 


Information about functioning and operating within the kingdom of Heaven is expansion, and thus, too much for this opening section.  Thus, this chapter speaks of the one- and only-way in, through the narrow gate.  Indeed, it is as Yeshua said:

Matthew 7:14:

“14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leads unto life, and few there be that find it.”


In recording Yeshua’s words from Matthew[17], in the Greek language, the word “narrow” implied more than just restricted.  That same word, elsewhere, translators interpreted as afflict, or suffer tribulation: 
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