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        Winning a trip on a cruise ship through work, Miranda discovers to her surprise how much she loves the ocean.

      

        

      
        The beautiful blue of the water, the salty scent of the sea. Avoiding the crowds, she stands at the bow in the early mornings. Alone, listening to waves.

      

        

      
        It calls to her like nothing else.

      

        

      
        A call that promises magic in her life.

      

        

      
        Join Miranda’s rebellion in Mutiny on a Cruise Ship, a contemporary fantasy story.

      

        

      
        Part of Paranormal Pirates, an Uncollected Anthology.
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      Early morning sunlight sparkled and fragmented as the water sprayed up over the smooth, metal railing on the side of the ship. Miranda ducked back to avoid the worst of the spray, feeling drops of water mist her cheeks. She had never been at sea before. The closest she’d come had been on a sailboat in the lake when visiting the cottage as a child.

      But here, on the ocean, it was quite different.

      Water stretched before her to the horizon, the blue of the water mingling with the blue of the sky. She licked her lips, tasting the salt from the spray. It lingered in the air, a distinct scent that seemed to permeate the ship, even in the lower decks. Perhaps that was why the ladies wore so much perfume, trying to out-smell the ocean.

      Miranda loved the scent, loved the salty taste on her lips, the feel of the spray on her skin that made it tingle. This early in the morning, she loved to come to the front of the ship, as far from the engines as she could get, and bask in the stillness, in the hiss of the water.

      She could tune out the low throb of the engines and listen only to the sea.

      When she’d won the prize of a cruise at work, she’d thought of cashing it in, but when she inquired, she discovered they would only give her a fraction of the value. She’d worked her butt off rising to top seller of the year, which was saying something in this real estate market. She would be damned if she was going to let them get away with giving her less than she deserved.

      So she’d taken the cruise. Even though she’d assumed she’d hate it.

      To her surprise, she didn’t.

      The first couple of days had been rough. Her stomach rebelled when she thought of food. The decks seemed to sway, even then when she was in the interior of the ship. She could swear the carpeted halls shifted back and forth.

      But something happened on the third day, an almost pop inside her ear and suddenly she didn’t feel sick anymore. She didn’t even notice the swaying.

      That was when she discovered the real beauty of the ocean.

      The expanse of blue stretching away, always moving and flowing. No buildings rising to obscure the horizon. No houses to sell, no clients to deal with, no fluffers to corral. Just the stillness and the quiet.

      Until all the other passengers flooded the deck.

      But for the moment, as the sun rose, it was only her. And the ocean.

      Another spray of water splashed up, dotting her cheeks and forehead. She could even feel some of it hit the top of her head. She’d been paranoid about the saltwater and its effect on her fine, brown hair, but her hair seemed to love it just as much as she did. Instead of being unruly and frizzy, the waves in her hair had blossomed. She didn’t even bother to tie it back anymore, letting it curl and wave around her head to her chin.

      As well, all the fancy clothes she’d brought sat in her cabin. She stuck to wearing shorts and a t-shirts that she’d bought overpriced in the gift shop. For the first time in years, she didn’t bother with makeup, just slathered sun screen on her face and arms.

      Slowly, the veneer of her life was being stripped away, leaving her feeling calmer than ever before.

      Except for the singular thought that she’d been having all morning.

      Only two more days to this cruise.

      Then she had to return home. To her life. To her job.

      The thought was unbearable.

      All her life, she’d been yearning for something and she hadn’t known what it was until she stepped out onto the deck to feel the spray of water on her face, to listen to the hiss of the waves, to watch the flickering light on the water’s surface, reflecting all manner of colour. Now that she had found it, she didn’t want to give it up.
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