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This book is dedicated to all the residents of India and beyond who are suffering from the challenges of troublesome neighbors. 
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It is often said that we cannot always choose our neighbors. Sometimes, we are fortunate to have considerate neighbors who foster good relationships, creating a sense of community and mutual support. On the other hand, some neighbors may cause difficulties, making it challenging to live peacefully in our own homes. 

In this book, we explore common problems with neighbors and provide practical strategies for resolving these issues. From noise disturbances to trespassing and harassment, we offer actionable steps to address these challenges. While the primary focus is on practical solutions, we also discuss legal remedies where applicable. 

This book is tailored to the Indian context, addressing issues and legal recourses commonly encountered in Indian neighborhoods. However, many of these problems and solutions are universal and applicable across geographies.
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Chapter 1: Good Neighbors and Bad Neighbors
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We all have neighbors, some of whom we consider good and others bad. While bad neighbors can make our lives stressful and challenging, good neighbors can significantly enhance our well-being and happiness. 

What distinguishes a good neighbor from a bad one? What are the benefits of having good neighbors? How severe can the problems caused by bad neighbors become? This chapter explores these questions and highlights findings from global surveys to better understand the scale of neighbor-related issues.

1.1 What makes a good neighbor? 

Good neighbors are considerate, fostering a spirit of community by sharing joys, supporting each other in tough times, and respecting each other’s boundaries. They avoid being excessively nosy or causing unnecessary disturbances. 

Good neighbors are those who take care of their neighbors, who try to build a community spirit in the neighborhood, who share their joys and sorrows, and help and support their neighbors when they are going through tough times. They are not excessively nosy about their neighbors, do not try to trouble them and are mindful not to disturb them with too much noise or other inconveniences. They take the neighbors' permission or at least inform them if they have a celebration or party planned that might cause excess noise at late hours. At the end of any such party, they promptly clean up any trash left. They are mindful of the impact on their neighbors of any loud noises during construction and so on. In short, they are genuinely considerate of their neighbors and try their best not to let them have any kind of complaints. 

Good neighbors go a step further by organizing community events, festivals, and activities that build trust and friendship. This not only enhances their own wellbeing but also contributes to a thriving neighborhood. 

In the book “The Little book of Lykke” by Meik Wiking, the author, who is also the director of World Happiness Institute, cited the 2019 World happiness report by the United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network, which considered one of the factors in a country's happiness as the sense of community. It is the idea that we can rely on our neighbors to help us out in tough times. 

Wiking suggests several ways to foster community spirit, such as: 


	Creating a neighborhood directory to identify residents with skills, resources, or willingness to help. 

	Establishing a book-lending cupboard or mini-library for shared reading. 

	Developing public spaces for gatherings and conversations. 

	Setting up a community garden. 

	Starting a tool-sharing program to reduce the need for everyone to purchase the same tools. 

	Hosting inclusive neighborhood events, ensuring no one feels excluded. 



Having seen what makes a good neighbor and how one can consciously try to build a sense of community in the neighborhood, let us now discuss a few types of pressing problems with neighbors, based on some surveys taken. 

1.2 Surveys on problems and attitudes towards one's neighbors 

In this section, we consider a few surveys in some countries about people's attitude to their neighbors and the main types of problems with neighbors. 

A 2019 Pew Research survey based in the US had the following findings: 


	A majority of Americans (57%) say they know only some of their neighbors; far fewer (26%) say they know most of them

	Among Americans who know at least some of their neighbors, a majority (58%) say they never meet them for parties or get-togethers.



This survey showed that in this interconnected and modern world, we are getting more isolated and distant from our neighbors than, say, a generation or two ago. Similar trends probably hold for other countries like India. 

Another 2017 survey of US households by homes.com website showed the following findings:


	36% of the survey participants had disputes with neighbors that became full blown arguments. 

	1 in 4 had a long running feud with a neighbor.

	Top reasons for neighbor feuds included parking, general noise, trash or mess and animal noise.

	40% of Americans were avoiding their neighbors, with top reasons being too busy, neighbors are too nosy, they are weird and that they didn’t get along. 

	16% had moved their residence partly because of a neighbor and 20% were considering moving because of the neighbors. 



A 2019 report by the Washington Post based on a survey by Porch.com revealed that the top four annoying activities of neighbors included being nosy, having loud parties, not picking up after their pets and parking in someone else's designated spot. Other problems included calling the police on their neighbors, leaving notes instead of speaking face to face, having loud sex, walking around without being properly dressed and having constructions that obstruct the neighbor's view. 

A survey of UK households by the property website Goodmove found that only 17% of the people wanted to socialize with their neighbors, while 9% of the respondents did not want to communicate with the neighbors at all. Among the problems with neighbors, 64% of the people found loudness as the biggest problem, including 41% at loud children, 36% at loud pets and 25% at loud sex. Among other problems were nosiness at 53%, poor parking by neighbors at 52%, having a questionable lifestyle with possibly illegal activities at 49% and having lots of parties at 41%. Unapproved construction by the neighbors and poor garden or household maintenance were other problems mentioned in the survey. 

Conclusion

This chapter highlights the qualities of good neighbors and the significant problems posed by bad ones. Global surveys reveal that neighbor-related issues are not uncommon, ranging from minor annoyances to severe disputes. Building a culture of mutual respect and community spirit can help mitigate these problems and promote a happier, healthier neighborhood. 
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Chapter 2: Types of neighbor problems
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Neighbors are an inevitable part of life; we do not choose them, but we must coexist with them. While most people maintain cordial relationships with their neighbors, disputes can arise on various issues, requiring us to address them thoughtfully. This chapter explores common neighbor problems, their impacts, and potential solutions.

2.1 Problems related to noise and disturbances

Noise and disturbances are among the most common complaints about neighbors. 

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
NEIGHBOR PROBLEMS
IN INDIA

AND WHAT TO DO ABOUT THEM

I
fr—tj_lu
[ ‘
=
|
[
P NS
N
n!--
EEE
NH
&

SIVA PRASAD BOSE, JOY BOSE





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





