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    I would insist that the subjects dealt with in the Bible are beyond human intellect; that man could never have invented the great doctrines of a Trinity in the Godhead; that man could never have told us anything of the creation of the universe; that no human being could have been the author of the sublime idea of Providence; that all things are ordered according to the will of a great Supreme Being, and that they all work together for good.


—Charles Spurgeon
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​​Introduction to Genesis 1-11
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Genesis is the foundation of the teaching of work. Any discussion of work from a biblical perspective is ultimately based on passages from this book. Genesis is very important for enlightenment about work because it tells the story of God's creation, the first of all works and the prototype of all other works. God is not creating illusions, he is creating reality. The universe created by God provides the human being with the substances to work: space, time, matter and energy. In the created universe, God exists and relates to his creation, especially to human beings. By working in God's image, we work in creation, we work in creation, we work with creation, and if we do what God wants, then we are working for creation.

In Genesis, we see God at work and learn that his plan for us is that we work. In our work, we both disobey and obey God, and we find that God works in both our obedience and our disobedience. The other sixty-five books of the Bible make unique contributions to the teaching of work, but all come from the first book of the Bible, Genesis.
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​The Creation of the World (Genesis 1:1-2:3)
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The first thing the Bible tells us is that God is the Creator. "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" (Genesis 1:1). God spoke, and things that did not exist before began to exist, starting with the universe itself. Creation is the only act of God. It is not an accident, nor a mistake, nor the product of a lesser deity, but God in His own expression.
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​Perspectives on God: Beliefs, Practices and Teaching (Genesis 1:1-25)


​Understanding the Relationship between God and the Material World (Genesis 1:2)
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Genesis continues to emphasize the materiality of the world. "The earth was without form and void, and the deep waters were in darkness; and the Spirit of God was in the air and upon the waters" (Gen 1:2 NTV). The emerging creation, though still "invisible," has concrete dimensions of matter ("water") and space ("the deep sea"), and God is associated with this materiality ("the Spirit of God moves the waters in the air above the surface"). Then, in chapter 2, we see God at work with the earth he created. "The Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground" (Genesis 2:7). In chapters 1 and 2, we saw God participate in the physical ownership of his creations.

Any teaching of work must start from a teaching of creation. Do we see the physical world, the things we work with, as world-class things created by God, with lasting value? Or do we see them as a makeshift workplace, a proving ground, a sinking ship from which we must escape to reach God's true place in immaterial "heaven." Genesis rejects any notion that the physical world is somehow less important than the spiritual world. Rather, in Genesis there is no clear distinction between matter and spirit. God's ruah in Genesis 1:2 is simultaneously "air," "wind," and "spirit" (see note a in NIV or compare with BLP). "Heaven and earth" (Gen. 1:1; 2:1) are not two separate realms, but a metaphor in Hebrew meaning "universe," as the phrase "flesh and blood" represents a human being.

Surprisingly, the Bible ends where it began: on earth. Humans will not leave earth to meet God in heaven. Instead, God perfected his kingdom on earth and created "the holy city, the New Jerusalem, which came down out of heaven from God" (Revelation 21:2). Here, God lives with humanity, in a renewed creation. "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men" (Revelation 21:3). That is why Jesus told his disciples to pray: "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven" (Matthew 6:10).

During the period between Genesis 2 and Revelation 21, the earth is corrupted, destroyed, confused and filled with people and forces that are against God's will (this begins in Genesis 3). Not everything in the world is according to God's design, but the world is still his creation, which he calls "good." (More on the new heavens and new earth in Revelation 17-22 in Revelation and Work).
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​God's Creation: A Work Ethic (Genesis 1:3-25; 2:7)
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Creating a world requires effort. In Genesis 1, the power of God's work is indisputable. God speaks, the world is created and, step by step, we see primary examples of the right use of power. Let us look at the order of creation. The first three acts of God's creation divided the formless chaos into heaven, water and earth. On the first day, God created light and separated the light from the darkness, forming day and night (Genesis 1:3-5). The next day, he divided the waters and created the sky (Genesis 1:6-8). Early on the third day, he separated the dry land from the sea (Genesis 1:9-10). All of these are essential for the survival of the creature to be created. Then God began to fill in the area he had created. Later, on the third day, he created plant life (Genesis 1:11-13). On the fourth day the sun, moon and stars were created in the sky (Genesis 1:14-19). The use of "Great Light" and "Little Light" instead of the names "Sun" and "Moon" discourages worship of these creatures and reminds us that we are still in danger of worshipping the creation instead of the Creator. Lamps are beautiful in their own right and are necessary for plant life, as it requires day, night and seasons. On the fifth day, God filled the water and the sky with fish and birds, which could not survive without the plant life created earlier (Genesis 1:20-23). Finally, on the sixth day, he created the animals (Genesis 1:24-25) and man, the supreme masterpiece of creation, to inhabit the earth (Genesis 1:26-31).

In chapter 1, God uses His Word to get the job done. "God said..." And then it all came to pass. This means that God is powerful enough to create and sustain creation. We need not worry that God's fuel is running out or that creation is in a precarious state of existence. God's creation is resilient and its existence is secure. God did not need the help of anyone or anything to create or maintain the world. There is no battle against the chaotic forces that threaten to destroy creation. Next, we see that God decided to share creative responsibility with humans, rather than necessarily do so. People may try to destroy creation or make the earth unfit for abundant life, but God has infinite power to redeem and restore.

The demonstration of God's infinite power in Scripture does not mean that God's creation is not a work, like writing a computer program or acting. If, however, the transcendent majesty of God's work in Genesis 1 leads us to think that it is not a genuine work, Genesis 2 reassures us of our doubts. God works everywhere with his hands to form the human body (Genesis 2:7,21), to plant a garden (Genesis 2:8), to plant a garden (Genesis 2:9), and then to make "garments of skin" (Genesis 3:21). This is only the beginning of God's real work in the Bible, which is full of divine work.
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​Creation is of God, but it is not the same as God (Genesis 1:11).
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God is the source of all creation. Creation, however, does not equal God. God gave His creation what Colin Gunton called Selbständigkeit, or "self-sufficiency." This is not the absolute independence imagined by atheists or deists, but the intelligible existence of creation as distinct from God Himself. This is best shown in the descriptions of the creation of plants. "God said, 'Let the earth bring forth plants, seed-bearing plants and fruit-bearing trees, each after its kind, and let their fruit be upon the earth. That is it" (Genesis 1:11). God created everything, but He also literally sowed the seed to create eternity.
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​God Sees Right (Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31)
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Contrary to any dualistic notion of good and evil, Genesis declares that each day of creation was "good in the sight of God" (Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31). On the sixth day, when he created man, God looked "very good" (Genesis 1:31). Yet, they are "very good" even though sin would enter God's creation through them. Genesis simply does not support the idea that the world is irredeemably evil and that the only salvation is to escape to the immaterial spirit world, which somehow entered the Christian imagination. Not to mention defending the idea that we should devote our time to "spiritual" tasks rather than "material" tasks while we are here on Earth. In God's good world, there is no separation between spirit and matter.
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​God Works in Relationship (Genesis 1:26)
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Even before creating man, God spoke in the plural: "Let us make man in our image" (Genesis 1:26, emphasis added). Scholars disagree about whether "let us" refers to the rest of the divine assembly of angels or God's exclusive unified majority, but both views imply that God is intrinsically related. It is difficult to know exactly what the ancient Israelites meant by plural here. In our study we will follow the traditional Christian interpretation of the Trinity.

Regardless, we know from the New Testament that God actually relates to himself (and his creation) in a Trinitarian love. In the Gospel of John, we see that the Son - "the Word became flesh" (John 1:14) - existed and actively participated in creation from the beginning.

In the beginning was Tao, and Tao was with God, and Tao was God. He was with God from the beginning. All things were made by him, and without him nothing was made. In him was life, and this life was the light of man (John 1:1-4).

Therefore, Christians recognize our One and Triune God, the one being who is one in three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, all personally involved in creation.
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​God Ordained His Work (Genesis 2:1-3)
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At the end of the six days, God finished creating the world, but that does not mean that God stopped working, for Jesus said, "Even now my Father works, and I also work" (John 5:17). Nor does it mean that creation is complete, because, as we shall see, God left plenty of work for people to contribute to creation. However, the chaos became a habitable environment, which now houses plants, fish, birds, animals and humans.

God looked at all that he had done, and it was very good. And it was evening and morning on the sixth day. So far, everything in the world has been completed. On the seventh day God finished the work he had done and rested on the seventh day from all the work he had done (Genesis 1:31-2:2; emphasis).

God ends His masterpiece of six days of work with a day of rest. The creation of man was the climax of God's creative work and resting on the seventh day was the climax of God's creative week. Why does God rest? The majesty of God's creation with His single word in chapter 1 makes it clear that God is not tired. He does not need to rest, but He chooses to delimit His creation in time and also in space. The universe is not infinite; it has a beginning, testified by Genesis, which science has learned to observe in the light of the Big Bang theory. Neither the Bible nor science clearly establishes whether it has an end in time, but God delimits time within the world as we know it. As time continues to run, God blesses six days for work and one for rest. This is a boundary that God Himself keeps and later also becomes His command to people (Ex 20:8-11).
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