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      The Complete Works of Zacharias Tanee Fomum on Leadership (Volume 2) contains the following books:

      
        	Spiritual Aggressiveness: Spiritual Leadership in the Pattern of Joshua

        	Vision, Burden, Action: Spiritual Leadership in the Pattern of Nehemiah

        	Knowing God: The Greatest Need of the Hour

        	The Leader and His God

        	The Heart Surgery of the Potential Minister of the Gospel

      

      Every spiritual leader who thinks he can lead God’s people without an indispensable knowledge of God and His Word is deceived beyond telling. It is a man’s knowledge of God that gives him the bearing, direction and power to lead multitudes into God’s purposes.

      Only those who know God and His call on their lives can be aggressive for Him. To be aggressive for Him, without knowing Him, may end you in a situation where you are fighting against the will of the One that you set out to obey.

      Saul of Tarsus set out to do God’s will and advance His kingdom. One day, on the way to Damascus, he discovered that he had been actually fighting against and struggling to decelerate the same will that he had originally set out to accelerate.

      It is indispensable that every leader should be a person of vision, for, without vision, there can be no abiding burden. Without burden, there can’t be any meaningful action. Knowing God becomes the greatest need of the hour.

      The leader, without an ongoing voluminous history with God, will not prevail for long. A spiritual leader without an astute knowledge of God and His Word is a catastrophe to the people he leads. He must know God in order to lead God’s people.

      He must daily place his life in the light of the Word. Doing so leads him to that place where the Word transforms from sweetness in the mouth to sourness in the stomach. At the surface level, it is sweet to taste; at the deeper level, it becomes sour. Why sour? Because the leader undergoes heart surgery in order to be divinely modified to lead God’s people.
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      Burdened with the need for competent and aggressive workers in the field for a growing work, Professor Zacharias Tanee Fomum gave these talks on SPIRITUAL AGGRESSIVENESS to about 250 leaders from eight nations, during a leadership training course.

      This course, which was on “Spiritual Leadership in the Pattern of Joshua”, took place in Lagos, Nigeria, during a period of five days from Wednesday 14th to Sunday 18th August 1996.

      In this book, Professor Fomum cover topics like:

      
        	Greatness through might in character and might in deeds

        	Breaking new barriers with total violence

        	Marriage to hard work

        	Team work

        	Radical holiness for spiritual service

        	Aggressive servanthood

        	Bleeding pursuit of God

        	and many others.

      

      The messages are written just as they were spoken, having been compiled from notes taken during the course, with very limited editing by the author. They have maintained their freshness and sharpness.

      Contributions from various workers from the field make this book a very practical book on missions.

      Read it. You will be blessed.

      You will be challenged to become the type of leader that is needed for the Lord’s flock on the eve of His imminent return
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            OPENING REMARKS

          

        

      

    

    
      Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

      Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

      I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that He considered me faithful, appointing me to His service.

      It is my greatest pleasure, privilege, special joy and honour to welcome all of you to this first ever Regional Leadership Training Convention of the Christian Missionary Fellowship International taking place here in the Sea School, Faith Island, Lagos. Permit me, brethren, to welcome you delegation by delegation.

      
        	If you’re from Angola, please stand up, let us see you: 1

        	Do we have a Gabonese here?: No

        	Congo: 1

        	Chad: 3

        	Ghana: 6

        	Togo: 3

        	Ivory Coast: 27

        	Republic of Benin: 40

        	France: 2

        	Cameroon: 28

      

      I will now call Nigeria by their localities. Our brethren from

      
        	Kaduna: 4

        	Jos: 2

        	Abeokuta: 5

        	Ibadan: 9

        	Is there anybody from Owerri?: No

        	Lagos: Many

      

      We are one

      Welcome, our Brethren, Welcome

      We are grateful unto God for this Coming Together

      When the idea of a regional convention was first mooted, it was going to be low-keyed in scope, covering one or two countries only. It was conceived mainly to relieve our Brother, Professor Zach Fomum, of having to teach in Nigeria, then in Benin, and perhaps afterwards also in Togo. Why not let us have a combined teaching meeting with participants drawn from these three nations? And so the planning commenced on this premise.

      However, soon enough, the geographical coverage was to expand. Other countries in West Africa were to join in the meeting, namely: Ghana, Ivory Coast and, if we had missionaries there, also Liberia. Later on the list of countries from which delegates were to be drawn further expanded to include Chad, Cameroon, Gabon and Angola. At this stage there was mild excitement, especially with the prospect of brethren coming from Cameroon. The brethren in Lagos had heard about people like Dr. Joe Mbafor, Papa Atogho, Brother Emmanuel Bayiha, etc. And now they could expect to meet with these same people face to face. It was a very exciting prospect. But still our plans centred around a convention of about 150 brethren, all told. We had been informed to expect 20 brethren from Cameroon. We imposed the same number on the Church in Benin. As far as we were concerned, Togo and Ivory Coast were to send about 4 to 5 brethren each. As for Gabon, if two brethren came from there, it was perfectly alright. But then, the Lord went ahead of us. Having initially expanded the geographical spread, He began also to expand the number of delegates. The first inkling was when we received a fax from Brother Calvin announcing that 12 brethren were on their delegation. We were happy. Then another fax message came from Pastor Boniface Menye announcing that he was coming with a delegation of 29 brethren from Ivory Coast, and that they were arriving on Tuesday at No. 1 VIP Quarters, Surulere.

      On Sunday afternoon, we learnt that the Cameroonian delegation would consist of 35 brethren, although now reduced to 28. At this point, we knew that the Lord had indeed taken over from us in the matter of the number of participants. When, therefore, on Sunday evening Pastor Bossoun called from Cotonou and excitedly announced that he would be arriving this morning with a delegation of 40 brethren, we were in no doubt as to who was now in charge! Praise the Lord!

      The Lord God: He doeth all things well and He doeth what seemeth right to Him. Hallelujah!

      Our convening this meeting on this island, for a number of us in the Lagos Assembly, has a nostalgic value. It was here on this island that early in February 1994, a few of us gathered for a weekend retreat with Brother Zach. On that occasion, Brother patiently shared with us his vision of presenting to the Lord by the year 2045 one billion people who will render total obedience to Him. The vision was explained and clarified.

      Before then, even though most, if not all, of us prided ourselves as ‘followers’ of Brother Zach, we neither shared in this vision nor were committed to him beyond having the satisfaction of, once in a while, receiving him as a man of God in our midst and intently listening to his messages. This done, we would wave him goodbye and wait for another opportunity to once again welcome him in our midst sometime in the future.

      So during that retreat, we brought our minds to bear on issues such as consecration, commitment and life goals so that the heart may find its place and take on its true colouration. There was a great deal of mind-searching, and exposure of hidden doubts. Tears flowed from many eyes, and in one particular case, uncontrollably throughout the night. At the end of the retreat, relationships were re-defined, commitments were made and the Church in Lagos was born.

      It is not surprising, therefore, that during the planning stages of this leadership course, the Lord steered us to return to Faith Island as the Convention site. Praise be to His name for always showing us the best way.

      The preparation for the Convention has tasked and challenged our capabilities and resources. But the Lord is forever faithful. He stirred us through it all.

      If the physical preparation was tasking, the spiritual preparation was even more so. Apart from the fasts and prayers, the toll on the health of the brethren was very devastating. But we waded through. Lastly, the Lord Himself led us into some deep spiritual preparation in the area of hospitality. As we confronted the Bible doctrine on hospitality, many previously-held tenets were shattered, unthought-of benefits were discovered and the power of hospitality was revealed. Some of these truths were initially unpalatable and indeed devastating, but as we confronted more and more the doctrinal issues, the light of God was shed into many hearts.

      Brethren, we may not be able to offer you samples of Abrahamic hospitality during this convention, but this one thing I know: Lives have been deeply touched and hospitality is a settled issue in the lives of the Lagos brethren.

      I am grateful to God who has helped us to make some modest spiritual progress within just over two years of our existence as an Assembly. At the beginning of this year, after five brethren decided to go on a 40-day fast, the Assembly seemed to have been caught in a fasting fever. Practically everybody, from the highest down to the least person, fasted, as much as they could, in support of the brethren. Soon afterwards, many of the brethren successfully undertook a 40-day prayer crusade. Although the Assembly goals for this year now appear unattainable, we nevertheless feel that these costly spiritual investments have laid a foundation for future growth.

      I thank the Lord our God who is our wonderful help through these years. I thank Brother Zach Fomum for his special love and care for us. He has encouraged us tremendously in this Assembly. The words the Lord spoke to us in February through him, during the inauguration of our public worship place, ring current in our ears.

      To the Church in Yaounde, we pay special tribute for sending us missionaries and for being an inspiration to us. I also thank CPH, Yaounde for the great support they have been to our own CPH here in Lagos. We acknowledge the missionary couples sent to us. Truly, they have provided for us models of practical Christianity. Praise the Lord!

      As touching to the vision given to our Brother, the Lagos Assembly has primarily pitched on two fronts. The first is the penetration of Brother’s message in the nation through the saturation distribution of ZTF books in Nigeria. To this end, we established a branch of the Christian Publishing House here in Lagos. The Lagos CPH has now published four ZTF books, including the latest, “The Practice of Intercession,” which will be dedicated during this convention. The goal of CPH, Lagos is to distribute 250 million books in the next 40 years, if the Lord tarries. That should make it one of the largest publishing houses in Africa. Permit me to once again acknowledge the immense help CPH, Yaounde has been to us in this our effort. No opportunity for sending books to us is ever lost by them. This is wonderful. Please accept our loving thanks for your love.

      The second area is our resolve to see Asia, and in particular India, conquered for Christ so as to contribute their quota to the 1 billion souls who render complete obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. In this regard, 60 percent of all our income is dedicated to that cause, and any assembly established anywhere in Nigeria will be encouraged to follow that example.

      As time goes on, I believe that the Lord will lead us into other areas where we shall be equally or even more useful to Him. This is why I consider this leadership course to be of utmost importance. It is in this sort of gathering that God will speak to His people as individuals, as assemblies and as a Church. It is my prayer that as He speaks during this course we shall all be open and sensitive to the Spirit of God to know His mind for us. Indeed, it is my expectation that I will be a different person at the end of the course from what I am today. He has done it once before for me at this same venue and my expectation is, therefore, no less this time. I am convinced that this is the expectation of everyone present here today.

      In addition, I expect new relationships to be forged, new bonds of friendships established and old ones renewed and strengthened. I expect that we will go away with a sharpened vision of the task ahead. I expect that out of this, better defined individual and corporate goals will be fashioned. I expect new commitments to be made. I expect that each delegate will return to his post and bear fruit for the increase of God’s Kingdom. I expect that a sense of unity of purpose and urgency will bind us all together with a chord that cannot be broken, a chord of love, and in this strength go out, with the help of God, to conquer the world for Christ in holiness and fear of God. I expect mighty things to happen to us at this convention.

      I love you all. We love you. The Lagos Assembly says WELCOME!

      God bless you.
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      As you are making resolutions, be separating the resolutions from the rest of your notes. SEPARATE WHAT YOU MUST DO FROM THE REST OF THE NOTES. In fact, your meditations these days ought to be on what you must do, with a strategy to execute what must be done.

      
        	Only acts bring change.

        	No message is understood until it is acted upon.

        	Clearly made plans are an indication that one intends to act; but until there are acts, it could be dreams. This particularly applies to the things that you can start acting upon here.

        	When action is delayed, it may never occur at all.

      

      The Enemy will snatch the word that is not acted upon immediately. People who want help should write out what they must act upon and give a trusted friend; so that he will ensure that they obey. If not, there may be many resolutions that end only in resolutions. There is the thief who steals what is not acted upon.

      Somebody ought to go away with a compilation of the things that he must act upon; so that if he fails, he at least knows. In Hudson city, Florida, in the United States of America, I took time to examine the last 5 years. I wrote out 209 things for action or for reaffirmation or to continue, and I carry them and look at them everyday. Until it is acted upon, a resolution doesn’t mean anything.

      The Lord Jesus Christ loves a lost world. Let us say: “The Lord Jesus Christ loves a lost world. And we too love a lost world. God the Father loves a lost world and He gave His only begotten Son for a lost world. I too love a lost world. I will give my best for the salvation of that world. God loves a lost world and God held nothing back from that lost world. I place my all at the disposal of the Father to be used for the conquest of the world for His beloved Son. I am important in my Father’s hands for His global purposes. I am very important. My Father is counting on me. My Father is counting on me.”

      
        
        
        1. God said, “You stand up, Paul, and dry up your tears,

        You must preach My Gospel for many long years;

        Go to Damascus, the Way that is Straight,

        You’ll meet Ananias, and there you must wait.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Chorus: I counted on Adam, I counted on Cain;

        I counted on Jonah, but he was the same;

        I counted on Judas, but he proved untrue;

        Go tell this world, Paul, now I’m counting on you.”

      

      

      

      
        
        
        2. “Three days have gone by, Lord, and yet I don’t see,

        But here stands my brother, He’s talking to me.

        He says, ‘Brother Paul, the Lord in the skies,

        Has sent me to heal you and open your eyes.’”

      

      

      

      
        
        
        3. “I’ll send you to the Gentiles, I’ll send you to Rome;

        But, Paul, you must suffer until I call you home;

        You’ll sleep in the desert, you’ll be shipwrecked at sea,

        But keep right on preaching this Gospel for Me.”

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Go tell this world, Bossoun, I’m counting on you.

        Go tell this world, Agbor, I’m counting on you.

        Go tell this world, Seraphim, I’m counting on you.

        Go tell this world, Obiaga, I’m counting on you.

      

      

      

      Put your hand on your neighbour and say:

      
        
        
        Go tell this world..., I’m counting on you.

      

      

      

      Place your hands on yourself and say:

      
        
        
        “My God is counting on me!

        I will not be like Adam!

        I will not be like Cain!

        I will not be like Jonah!

        I will not be like Judas!

        I will be like Paul!

        I will be like Anna!

        I will be like Timothy!

        I will be like Moses!

        And I will be like Joshua!”

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “I counted on Adam, I counted on Cain;

        I counted on Jonah, but he was the same;

        I counted on Judas, but he proved untrue;

        Go tell this world, Theodore, I’m counting on you.”

      

      

      

      God is counting on you!

      I just want to tell those people who are involved in church planting that growth from the beginning is very slow. After that, it becomes explosive. So don’t measure growth by the first two years. You have been building a foundation and foundations take time. Only a fool hurries over the foundation. The building will never be able to stand on a foundation that was rushed through.

      There are no closed doors with God!

      Even when doors seem like closed,

      God is just preparing to open a wider door.

      Every door with God is an open door.

      It is only a matter of time.

      So whatever looks like a closed door in your life,

      it is so that a wider door might be opened.

      Hannah’s womb was closed so that it might open to give the nation of Israel a prophet - Samuel. What if it had been opened to produce people of no consequence? God said, “Wait, I will close it first, so that when it is opened, a prophet might emerge for the nation.”

      I want us to pray that the Churches that have already been started and those Churches yet to be started should know a massive visitation of God for growth in depth and growth in numbers.

      I want each one of us to pray, saying,

      
        
        “God, grant me growth in depth of loving You. Grant me depth in knowing You. Grant me breadth in serving You.

        Lord, grant me new heights in knowing You and serving You. O God, grant me to hunger for depth, breadth, height in knowing and serving You.”

      

      

      The growth is dependent, first of all, on the growth of the leaders

      
        	in their knowledge of the Lord,

        	in their love of the Lord,

        	in their service of the Lord.

      

      What happens to the leader will happen to the people.

      Every leader at whatever level should pray, saying,

      
        
        
        “What happens to me will happen to the people.

        I will not limit God and I will not limit the people of God.

        I will let God have all of His way in all of my life,

        so that He will have His way, so that He will have all of

        His way in all of His people.”

      

      

      

      And God must have all of His way in all of His people. It is not God having all of His way in some of His people. It is God having all of His way in all of His people. The apostle in Colossians 1 from verse 28 says:

      
        
        “We proclaim Him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.”

      

      

      Everyone with all wisdom; so as to present everyone perfect in Christ! Everyone perfect in Christ:

      
        	The leader perfect in Christ.

        	The flock perfect in Christ.

        	The strong sheep perfect in Christ.

        	The weak sheep perfect in Christ.

        	The weak flock perfect in Christ.

        	Everyone perfect in Christ. Hallelujah!

        	The goal of God is to have everyone perfect in Christ.

        	The purpose of God is to have everyone perfect in Christ.

      

      Could I illustrate this with one of the Yaounde leaders who ought to have been here but who is not here. Our problem was how he would get into the canoe and come out of the canoe. Brother is handicapped in his feet, but his hands are very firm and strong. Yet there is a limitation.

      It is not enough that the leader is perfect.

      It is not enough that the leaders are perfect.

      It is not enough that part of the flock is perfect.

      The purpose of God is that the whole Body might be presented to the Lord perfect in Christ.

      Every pastor is charged with the responsibility to present the whole flock perfect to the Lord Jesus Christ without exception. If my legs have been cut, even if I have my very strong hands, I am handicapped! God’s answer to a Church that is not handicapped is that the shepherds will labour to present everyone perfect in Christ. So they are to:

      
        	teach everyone,

        	encourage everyone,

        	rebuke everyone,

        	stir everyone,

      

      in order to present everyone perfect in Christ.

      Therefore, the shepherd dare not give up anyone. The person who gives up people is not a shepherd. The shepherd’s heart grows to include all the flock: the weak, the broken, the troublesome, all, and to present them perfect in Christ.

      What a task! Who is equal to such a task? We are not able. However, we must do it. Therefore, knowing that we have no sufficiency of our own,

      We must have sufficiency that is from above.

      Yes, we must have sufficiency that is from above.

      We must have the power from above operating.

      We must have the supernatural power of God operating in full measure.

      Then we shall be able to present the whole flock to the Lord in splendour, without spot, without wrinkle and without blemish. We shall be able. Oh, if you are a shepherd, lift up your hand and say:

      “I shall present the whole flock to the Lord in splendour, without spot, without wrinkle and without blemish, because the supernatural power of God will move mightily through me.”

      In fact, the supernatural power of God must flow through me because, either the supernatural power of God flows through me or I have failed hopelessly. I will not give up one sheep. You have all been invited to this convention because we expect that you will all become shepherds. You may shepherd one or two or three or four or five people. You are a shepherd. Lift up your hand and say, “God, I will not give up one sheep. The weakest sheep shall be the object of special attention.”

      I want us to pray that for all the shepherds, the weakest sheep will be the object of special attention; so that the weakest sheep also might be presented to the Lord perfect in Christ.

      What are we trying to communicate? We are trying to communicate the fact that the Work by human power will fail hopelessly. Yet it must be done. Therefore there is absolute necessity for us to turn totally to the Lord, receive His power, and operate in that power; that we turn to God completely; that we turn away totally from ourselves, because in our own strength our failure is guaranteed. But in Him and with Him we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.

      I am not able but He is my ability.

      Every human being is an exclusivist - he throws out some people. Some people just look at some and say, “No, you are excluded.” Others say, “Your nose is not the type of nose that I want.” Others say, “You chew your food... so you are excluded”. The others say, “You pray too loudly.” Others say, “You pray too slowly. I don’t want to pray with you again.” In Adam we are always excluding others. If you know yourself well, you will agree that you are always excluding others.

      There were three people who came together saying they wanted to form the perfect Church. When one person was away, the other two of them said, “No, we are not even very sure of that person.” Then the one brother said to the other, “And I have my doubts about you.” So he stood there alone, the perfect Church.

      Can you imagine, if Zach Fomum had come here and was just a head, a head bouncing here and there — what would you have done? Some would have broken the window and some would have drowned in the sea, trying to run away. Or if you meet somebody and he is just one eye, a very fat and very big and very accurate eye, and another person is just one mouth, all of the person has been reduced to one big mouth. If you just meet a mouth, will you say, “This is the most wonderful mouth that I have ever met”? What if you just see a hand floating in the air, and it is coming towards you to greet you? That is what individualism is. That is what the person who is the ‘alpha’ and the ‘omega’ is. If he is the eye, he may be an excellent massive eye, but without the other parts, it is a frightful thing. May God help us to see that!

      My beauty lies in my being part of the whole. And my usefulness lies in the fact that I am a part of the whole. Look, Brethren, pride eats very deep into us. We think we can do it all alone.

      Some years ago, I got to the U.S. and somebody gave a book to me about a famous Nigerian. At the lower part of the cover was written: “The Man who Single-handedly Brought all Nigeria to God.” Single-handedly! So I began to imagine this eye that was also the nose, that was also the mouth, that was also the feet, and the toes and the nails, ...

      In the next message, we shall see the need to be a servant as the way to spiritual aggressiveness. In 2 Corinthians 2:12-14 the apostle Paul writes: “Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had opened a door for me, I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I said good-bye to them and went on to Macedonia. But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of Him.”

      Paul, the great apostle, went to preach the gospel. He went to Troas and, by the grace of God, a big door was opened to him. The great apostle was in a place where God had opened a great door. He could have said, “Now, God has opened this great door. I will do it.”

      A great apostle saw a great door opened by God, but he did not find his helper, Titus. He closed the whole matter and went away. He went away from the door that God had opened because a small Titus was not there. One would have said, “Ho! This is a terrible failure! An apostle who runs away from open doors because a person of no consequence called Titus is not there. Oh this man does not know how to lean on God. He is leaning on Titus and going away!” You would have said, “This is his last failure. He is finished!” But Paul says in verse 14: “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of Him.” Thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession. The fact of leaving that open door because Titus was not there and going to look for him so that they might minister together, was the triumph of the gospel. And Paul says, “Glory be to God who always leads us in triumphal procession,” the triumphal procession of looking for our brother, the triumphal procession of knowing that we are not the whole Body but we are just part of the Body, that without the other members of the Body, the victory cannot be won!

      Paul is saying, the matter of leaving the open door and going to look for your junior co-worker — that is spiritual triumph. That is the triumph of the gospel! The triumph of the gospel is manifested in the great apostle leaving an open door, opened by the Lord, in order to go and look for his younger assistant; so that the stupendous glory of God might be manifest in the Body and not just in individuals; so that the stupendous glory of God may be seen in the Body.

      Listen, if you are the hands and they say, “There are mighty fishes there,” in stead of saying, “O.K., I’ll first go and get eyes because I cannot see, before I come and do the fishing,” will you be the fool who will go there blind and start to fish? The wise person will say, “O.K., thank God for the fishes, but let me go and get my eyes so that I can see.” I may be the strong hands, I may be the very able one, but I must go and look for my brother who is the eyes, so that we might do great exploits, where there are many fishes provided by our God. Therefore waiting, going away for some time, becomes the only way to victory. Therefore, the going to search for the younger brother, the going to seek the small helper is victory, triumph, the only way to succeed. May God write on our hearts that we cannot do it alone. We must look for our Titus, and for our Timothy. We must look for the Body. God’s great blessings have been given to the Body, and we are only individual members of it.

      I cannot win without my brother. Say:

      
        
        
        “I cannot win without my brother. I must seek my brother if I want to avoid failure.”

      

      

      

      The one and only way to avoid failure is to become a helper. Then victory is inevitable.

      I will be that helper and I will go and look for my helper.

      Doors can wait, but the need for the helper cannot wait.

      Opportunities can wait, but the need to function as a team cannot wait.

      We shall stop there, and as we go on we shall see how this provides a foundation.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DAY TWO
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            A CORRECTIVE COMMENT

          

        

      

    

    
      When you are translating somebody you put off your own personality and put on his own. When you see somebody talking with his whole body and you stand there with your old personality, you are misrepresenting him. You are to carry out the person’s acts:

      
        	If he jumps, you jump.

        	If he is excited, you are excited.

        	If he bounces, you bounce.

      

      Unless you are ready to put off all of your personality, you do not qualify for the office of translator, because when the message comes out vigorously through one person and you are reducing its intensity in your self-love, you are a dangerous being.

      If the man goes down, you go down.

      If he dances, you dance.

      If he is angry, you are angry.

      If he is happy, you are happy.

      Yes, that is the price that must be paid in accepting the office of translator. It is the putting aside of your personality. Because you can really do what the person is doing, you can become the person, if you will only die to yourself; and if you don’t die to yourself you don’t qualify to minister anything. We are putting an axe under the root of some people’s self-love and their determination to be their own individuals. If you want to maintain that...what I will call your personal madness, then you cannot enter into the office of co-ministry.

      The next thing we want to say is that: There are two ministers of critical importance - the one speaking and the one translating. Sometimes people stand up and pray for the speaker as if he were going to speak in one language, then immediately speak in the other language and then come back and speak in that other language. I had about the most confusing experience of my life when somebody tried to do that. It was in Hong Kong. The person would preach in English, then translate into Mandarin, and then go back to preach in English. Even you yourself will forget what you said. I asked, “What is wrong with this man?” They said that he is a man who does not know how to delegate. He does everything himself. So he is crushed by everything in the Ministry — he has to do everything, everything himself. He does not trust anybody. He does not believe anybody. He has put himself out of the Ministry because there will come a day when he may stand there and just collapse, and there will be nobody to pick him up.

      There are two ministers of the New Covenant. When you pray, pray for both the minister and the translator because, unless each is an instrument of God, the meetings will not reach where God intended them to reach. I have heard God for this morning, but if my brother cannot be the channel through which what I have heard from God will pass, then God’s purpose for the meeting will be blocked. He is just as important as myself for the success of this day.

      And if you come to make announcements or to translate announcements, it is part of the Ministry of the Word. If you come to introduce, it is as important as the Ministry of the Word. So there is no time to be off-hand or off-guard. So each time you come here, you are coming as a competent minister of the New Covenant, because if what you are saying is not of Kingdom importance, it should not be said. And we want to say, throughout these days, we are on retreat. What is not of Kingdom importance should not be spoken. If eating food is not of Kingdom importance, it should not be eaten. But if eating food is a holy task and building a healthy body is a holy task, then eat food for the glory of God, drink for the glory of God and sleep for the glory of God. If giving somebody a hug is a holy duty, give it with all of your might. Whatever you do, do it for the glory of the Lord, and do it unto the Lord.

      Lift up your hand and say: “I will do everything this day unto the Lord. I will treat my brother and sister as if the Lord were personally present, physically represented by them, and I was reaching out to Him through them. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.”
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            RECAPITULATION

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          
            
              
        Brother Zach:

      

      
        What did we learn in the last lesson? If you want to answer, you stand up and answer clearly.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Brother Theodore:

      

      
        I learnt for myself that the triumph of the gospel is when a senior worker can surrender opportunity in order to seek his junior co-worker. That is what I learnt for myself.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Brother Zach:

      

      
        In fact, the question is, “What did you learn?” Because there ought to be 250 messages for the 250 people, each person receiving a message that depends upon:

      

      

      

      
        
          
        where he is in his walk with God,

      

      

      

      
        
          
        where he is in his battles with God,

      

      

      

      
        
          
        where he is in his service for God,

      

      

      

      
        
          
        how much he has obeyed in the past,

      

      

      

      
        
          
        how his heart is prepared at the moment to move ahead in the school of obedience.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        So, it will be your own message, what you can receive, what relates personally to you. That is why Brother Theodore is talking about that which came to him as he is and where he is. What did you receive yesterday?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Brother Boniface Menye:

      

      
        I received yesterday that the blessings of God have been given for His entire Body. And that for me to inherit them, I need to always look for the Body, that I need to always look for my brethren, even the weakest.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        A Brother:

      

      
        What I learnt yesterday was that, it was said that even the weakest are to be the object of particular attention, i.e. whoever we are, whatever be our degree of faith, we should not neglect the weak.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Brother Mark Ajakpo:

      

      
        For me, I learnt that the growth of those whom I lead, as a leader, depends on my own growth. And consequently, I can see that if I will not grow, I hinder God from having all of me and I hinder God from having all of those whom I lead, and as such, I hinder God’s purpose. It is a challenge for me and I have really seen the critical need for me to grow and continue growing.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Another Brother:

      

      
        Praise the Lord! Yesterday I learnt something precious. I saw that, as a spiritual leader in a locality, if I do not pay a higher price than the others, I am not qualified to be a real leader. Secondly, I also learnt that every leader must make a great effort, must pay a great price to present each sheep perfect to the Lord.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Brother Albert Njamen:

      

      
        Yesterday, I understood that I need to seek to be a helper in the Body of Christ to someone; that someone needs me to accomplish what God has put in his heart. And the message of yesterday for me was that I have to be a helper in the Body of Christ.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        You have to be a helper in the Body of Christ or “I have to be the helper of this person?” Because there are some people who can get drowned in the Body. He sees the Body, the Body, the Body without seeing anyone. You should reduce this great message to you as the helper of one person.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Brother Bossoun Koumabé:

      

      
        Yesterday I received that I should no longer exclude others and even the weakest sheep has to receive from me the most serious attention. And I will from today make the list of those sheep I have excluded and the weak sheep and begin to give them serious attention.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Brother Firmino:

      

      
        Yesterday I learnt to be patient with those I lead, not to seek a Church of perfect people, but to help the others and bring them to the level I can. And I have a responsibility because what I am is what they can be, those whom I lead, to move ahead.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Brother Zach:

      

      
        Did you say you do not need to seek a Church of perfect people? That is dangerous because the apostle Paul says that he has to present everyone perfect in Christ and you are saying you are not going to seek a Church of perfect people! All our confessions were that we have to present the whole flock perfect in Christ. But you are concluding that you will not seek a perfect Church. Whether you want to seek it or not, God demands it of you. I think what you wanted to say was that you will not leave some behind. That is important, but it does not mean lowering the standards in order to take everybody. Taking everybody along does not mean lowering the standards so that everybody will go along. The standards must remain God’s standards, but the leader must bring everyone to God’s standards. And there is no room there for patience. The theme of this Convention is SPIRITUAL AGGRESSIVENESS.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        This is not a Convention for people to be patient! We have not come here to teach people how to be patient! We have come here to teach people how to be aggressive! You will have to aggressively carry the weak sheep to the perfection of God!

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Sister Susan:

      

      
        I learnt for myself yesterday that I will not be a wicked sheep. I will follow and render total obedience so that my leader will not spend all his time giving me special attention; so that the Church will move on.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Brother Zach:

      

      
        Praise God! And you are already speaking as someone who already knows something about leadership. God bless you!

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Brother Moïse Fiogbe:

      

      
        From what the Lord told me yesterday, I understood that the growth of the Church, the people I lead, depends on my growth and that all that happens to me will certainly happen to the flock.

      

      

      

      
        
          
        And that I have to do all to pay the price and grow in love, in the knowledge of the Lord, in order to be able to lead the people in that same direction.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Brother Zach:

      

      
        What Brother Fiogbe is saying is that the Church’s growth is directly proportional to the leader’s growth.

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      If the leader does not grow, the Church is stagnant.

      If he grows a little, then the Church grows a little.

      If he grows averagely, the Church grows averagely.

      If the leader grows to the extreme or to the maximum, the Church’s growth will be at the maximum.

      
        	The Church’s growth is directly proportional to the leader’s growth.

        	The Church’s growth in depth is directly proportional to the leader’s growth in depth.

        	The Church’s growth in numbers is directly proportional to the leader’s growth in that dimension.

        	The Church’s love for the Lord depends upon the leader’s love for the Lord; it is directly proportional to the leader’s love for the Lord.

        	The Church’s seeking of God is directly proportional to the leader’s seeking of God.

        	The Church’s hatred of sin is directly proportional to the leader’s hatred of sin!!

        	If the Church loves the world, it is because the leader loves the world.

        	The Church’s growth in sanctification is directly proportional to the leader’s growth in sanctification.

        	The Church’s growth in perfection is directly proportional to the leader’s growth in perfection.

        	The stability of the Church is directly proportional to the leader’s stability in the Lord.

        	The Church’s vision is directly proportional to the leader’s vision.

        	The Church’s sacrifice is directly proportional to the leader’s sacrifice.

      

      Listen!

      
        	The easiest way to bury a National Work is for the leader to be indulgent.

        	When the leader loves the world he has buried his Work!

        	When the marks of sacrifice are lacking in the leader’s life, they will be lacking in the Church.

      

      There are missionaries here. When a missionary makes himself comfortable, he has buried the Work! He will produce a comfort-loving Work, and that is no Church. We say it again:

      When a leader loves comfort and is indulgent in comfort, he will produce a comfort - loving Work, and that is not a Work of the Cross.

      If the leader offers to live on a hundred thousand whereas he could sacrificially live on seventy, he has destroyed his Work! We say that again: If a leader can sacrificially live on 70,000, but he could also with more comfort live on 100,000, and he chooses to live on the 100,000, his Work will perish eventually. If it doesn’t perish in numbers, it will perish in quality. If a leader wants to buy a shirt, he must first ask: “How will this shirt affect the Work?” Whatever the leader offers himself, he must think about how it will affect the Work.

      Work that is not rooted in the Cross will lack depth.

      I just came back from preaching the Word in the United States. The Church in America is generally very sick. In one place where I was preaching, I told them we have a prayer room for America. The pastor said, “I beg, when you go, pray that this Church will be delivered from the American spirit.” It is the spirit of comfort, of ease and of indulgence. It is the spirit of the Church that wants to be entertained. The sermons must entertain, the programme must entertain. The marks of the Cross have been removed. No all-night prayer meetings exist.

      There is a Church there which is about fifteen years old. They have had one all-night prayer meeting. That was the one I led two years ago. The pastor told me, “That meeting changed all of our Church and changed all of our lives.” But they have not had another one. They don’t want the transformation to continue. And because they do not want the transformation to continue, when I lived with one of the Elders, I was told that recently, they were marrying a woman who was getting married for the third time. Her first marriage was to a believer. It ended. Then she married another believer, and the marriage ended. And then they were blessing her with her third man - in the Name of Jesus. That is what prayerlessness produces. In the same Church of five hundred believers, I was told that last year there were eight divorces; that means sixteen out of five hundred really because two people are involved each time. And three of the people who were divorced married other people in the same Church. What is that? That is what prayerlessness produces. That is what low consecration produces. You can start by amassing clothes, chairs and the rest. You will go on to accumulate women one after another — progressive monogamy!

      Unless there is harsh personal discipline applied by the leadership, the Work has been surrendered.

      Unless the leader lives on the minimum in order to give away the maximum, he has abandoned the Narrow Way.

      Unless the leader personally decides to live on the minimum in order to give away the maximum, he has turned away from the Narrow Way.

      They said that in America the pastors are millionaires; that the easiest way to grow rich is to become a pastor. Many pastors have pleasure boats at sea. A brother who is a pastor came and picked me from Florida to take me to Georgia. He suggested that he could come with me to Africa and that he was leaving the brother with whom they were working. I said, “Why?” He said that they gave this man tons of things to bring to Nigeria for the Churches. One of the top companies in America gave tons of brand new men’s underwear. Yes, and they were brought in by ships. An agent was appointed to do the selling. This brother said, “Zero franc entered the Work.” Then there was a quarrel between the missionary and the Nigerian leaders because they say that the missionary banked it in his Swiss account. And the Nigerian leaders were rebelling, not because the money did not go to the Church, but because he did not give their share, because he ate it alone.

      And then they say that there are Ministry leaders in the U.S. with Swiss bank accounts. A lot of it must be exaggerated, but I also read on paper the confession of a leading minister who had two pleasure boats and enormous property—in the name of the Crucified.

      When you start to increase your material gains, you are diminishing the impact of your Ministry. We shall look at that later on, but what we are saying is this: Everything in your life:

      
        	where you live,

        	how you live,

        	what you wear,

        	all that you have,

      

      will have an impact on your Ministry.

      Which one of you has heard about Mother Theresa? I passed near her home in Calcutta. They wanted me to go and see it, but I didn’t have time. After praying about it, next month when I shall be in Calcutta, I shall go and see it in order that I may say what I saw. This woman had a Nobel Peace Prize, but all the money, all the profits were invested in leprosariums. Someone gave her a brand new Cadillac, with leather seats. She auctioned it and put the money into building leprosy settlements. I read that she always travels in third class carriages on the trains in India and that she has just two dresses. And this is a woman who meets Presidents. A few years ago, she was at the Presidential Breakfast in the U.S. Immediately she stood up, she said,

      “Woe unto those who commit abortion! And woe unto those who help others to commit abortion! And woe unto the nation where abortions prevail!” And that is America.

      She could not be bought. What could you buy her with? What can you give her to keep her quiet? And the President was sitting there and he is one of those who are pro-abortion. If she came there hoping that they might give her some money, she would be afraid to offend the President because it might influence the packet negatively. She sleeps on a mat. The journalist who was interviewing her asked, “Is that life not too severe?” She said, “That is between God and me.” That is between God and me.

      Without ruthless sacrifice, without radical sacrifice, there will not be great Christian careers.

      For our missionaries, I know that 25 years from today, their Work will manifest very much whether they have lived in a spirit of sacrifice or a spirit of worldly indulgence. I thank God for what happens at the beginning but I am looking at the long race because that is what is determinant. Those who live on the barest minimum will, 25 years from today, have massive Works rooted on the Cross. The example is the Lord Jesus Christ.

      I was told of an American preacher who said that Jesus lived in extreme luxury, and that when Jesus said, “The Son of Man has no place to lay His head,” it was because there was no Holiday Inn in that village. Holiday Inn is one of the top hotel chains. I just said, “This Bible is given for the rise and the fall of many.” That preacher said every poor preacher should repent because he is not living like Jesus or like the apostles. He said that they brought all the money and put it at the apostles’ feet. They sold everything and put it at the apostles’ feet. But he refused to see the fact that after they laid it all at the apostles’ feet, Peter and John said, “Silver and gold, have I none.”

      I went to see Sister Polly. She is a sister I have known for some years. She is now bedridden at 75. While I was there, Benny Hinn, who had come to this country, was on TV. He said he asked people to study the problems raised in the letters that were coming to his Ministry, and classify them into: Number One, Number Two, Number Three,... He said when they brought the results he was so shocked that he said, “No, go and do the research again. You have just got it wrong.” But they came back with the same results. The first need raised by American believers for prayer is money and how to get out of debts. That is the thing that most believers are raising as prayer topic: “O God, give us money. Help us to get out of debts.” I said to myself that this America dream is a lie. It has failed. In the richest nation in the world, those who are said to be citizens of heaven, who are supposed to lay no treasures for themselves on earth, their number one problem is money and how to get out of debts! Even in the primitive African village, that is not their problem. So if the richest nation has money as its number one problem, then the love of money is really the root of all evil.

      My host told me that America is the most indebted nation in the world. They owe fourteen trillion dollars! Fourteen and twelve zeros - that is the American debt. And he said that four trillion dollars were owed in credit cards. He said, “You have your Visa-card and all those cards, it is your debts that you are carrying.”

      They also said something that was interesting: that the Saudi Arabians, the Kuwait people and the Japanese came and bought a lot of things in America. Now they are very sorry because when you possess property in a debtor nation, you are a loser.

      Just to give you a glimpse of it, about twelve years ago, I started an account in the U.S. They were giving 6% interest for any amount in it, but you could write four cheques a week. That same account now gives you 1% interest. So those Arabs and Japanese who put their money there have had it.

      The love of the world is personal ruin.

      The love of the things of the world is personal ruin.

      The wealth of a person is determined, not by what he has kept back, but by what he has given away.

      It is how much a man has given away especially for the cause of the gospel that establishes his wealth.

      I met a brother who was 38 then. I was told that his wealth was $50 million. Someone sat him down and taught him on tithing and sat him down and talked to him again about tithing. But he would not tithe. Then, you know, two years ago, there was a small crack on Wall Street. It was very short and brief. He spent the whole day phoning New York just so as to know where he was. In the evening he got the results. He had lost only $5 million in that split brief crack in Wall Street. When one brother heard about it, he told him, “That sounds like a tithe.” It is only that that tithe has not gone to serve the Kingdom of God. It has been burnt by the Enemy. He still would not tithe. He got engaged at 38. The girl asked for a car that would suit the wealth of a man like him. She asked for a car of $24,000,00. Then she asked for a change of dress. After those two requests the man cancelled the engagement saying that that girl would be too expensive. He is still single today. He cannot even get married because of his money.

      Everyone involved in leadership must ask:

      What is the impact of my lifestyle on the work?

      What is the impact of my life on Church growth in numbers?

      How much have I stored away in the treasures of heaven?

      It will tell the story; not now, but in 25 years.

      George Muller who was living in extreme poverty, gave $180,000,00 into God’s cause - that was the money that had been given for his own personal needs in the course of his long spiritual ministry. He could have kept this and been enormously rich, but he gave and gave and gave and lived on the barest minimum. I read it. He wrote the whole story of his giving in his autobiography and said, “Someone may ask, ‘Why am I exposing this?’ It is because I want the lovers of the Lord to follow my example. They need to know about it in order to follow it.”

      Models must be known.

      And Muller has been influencing believers till this generation. And he will continue to leave an impact on believers till the Lamb comes.

      I think about C.T. Studd, the world cricketer, who turned away not only a cricket career, but also turned his back to his massive wealth, actively giving it to the gospel, such that at his wedding he had only $5.00 because he had signed massive sums to the gospel. We read about him today. And the World Evangelisation Crusade that he started is in at least 80 countries today. He, though dead, speaketh.

      Had he kept the money, nobody would hear about him today. And the World Evangelisation Crusade would never have been born. And when he came to the Belgian Congo, what is now the Democratic Republic of Congo (former Zaïre), he built a one-room hut in which he lived. His writing table was on one side... Even the missionaries wanted to rebel because, as they said, he was making conditions too hard. Oh! But C.T. Studd had caught the vision of what missionary life means. It is that

      If a man goes to a place and lives above the level at which the people are living, he has betrayed the Ministry and built a grave for himself, and will be of no consequence.

      When a missionary lives the lifestyle that the others are not living he has buried his Ministry. In fact, he has buried everything. Whatever he calls his work has failed because people may begin to covet his house, or his car, or his furniture, or his kitchen instead of coveting his God.

      If a missionary ever causes someone to wish he were a missionary because of his condition of living, he has done the uttermost harm to the gospel!

      Brother Peter Schneider, a brother whom you know, is a German missionary in Cameroon. His wife got an inheritance, and when he was working he saved some money. He added this inheritance of his wife’s to the money he had saved and bought a small house in Ulm. And because he is an architect, he gave it touches that made it look really nice. Then in the Churches associated with his mission some began to say, “Ah! It is wonderful to become a missionary. In a few years you have a house, when people have been working for twenty years and don’t have any.” And the thing was spreading and blocking people to his message because when he came they said, “Yeah, the rich fellow. Yeah! The missionary field has made him rich.” When people are saying such things they won’t listen to what you’re saying, whatever you’re saying. Brother Peter told me he had to call the mission leaders and expose to them his finances to the last franc. That is the crucible into which the Work is born and then it grows.

      There is a tendency in the world to say, “Just make it more comfortable! God is not against ease! Just make it more comfortable!” Brethren, that spirit is not from heaven and it is not the voice of the Lamb. “Just add another shirt. Just add another pair of trousers. Just add another piece of meat. Just add another this! Then another hour of sleep. Just add another hour of sleep. Another hour of relaxation.”

      And the best are transformed into mediocres!

      And a work of finest quality is reduced to a work of no consequence!

      What have you done with the sharp edges that you had at the highest level of your consecration to God?

      What have you done to the sharp edges that you had?

      
        	the sharp edges of unusual simplicity;

        	the sharp edges of unusual sacrifice;

        	the sharp edges of unusual refusal to compromise.

      

      What have you done to those sharp edges?

      A brother said in Yaounde, “When I just believed, I thought that every believer who took a debt was going to hell because the Bible says: ‘Owe no one anything except love.’ But now I find myself in debt. Then I ask myself, ‘What has happened?’”

      What has happened to the high standards that you had about the call of God? What has happened to that rugged commitment to the simple life because of the perishing souls of men?

      You used to say, “Vanity of vanities!” Now it is no longer vanity. It is God’s blessings. You have now coined a way of clothing your love of the world by saying it is God’s blessings. Are you seduced? The sharp edges have gone. Unbelievers can now listen to your message and remain comfortable. Unbelievers can now come to your home and not be disturbed. You have renewed some of the friendships that were broken. You have said the Narrow Way must be broadened. You have backslidden.

      When a backslider goes to the mission field he goes to be a curse to the people of that nation.

      When a backslider - a man who has lost the sharp edges that he had, a man who has lost the radical consecration that he once had - when he goes to the mission field, he goes there to advance the cause of the Devil and to block the purposes of God, and to ensure that that nation will never be where God meant it to be. He goes there to ensure that the right person will never be sent there.

      Where are the sharp edges? Where are your sharp edges?

      Listen, Brethren, when Gideon was going to battle for God, when he was going to battle against the enemies of Israel (and the enemies of Israel were idolaters) Gideon had to confront the fact that in his father’s house there was an idol. And he had to destroy that idol before he could destroy the idols in the land of the enemies of Israel!

      Have you destroyed the idols in your own heart?

      Have you destroyed the idols in your family?

      Ho! It was a terrible day because there was an idol in Israel, and yet the Israelites wanted to go and destroy idols in the lands of the others! So it was important for Gideon to first demolish the idols in his father’s house.

      What of the idol in your heart?

      What of the idols in your heart?

      The love of ease is a terrible idol!

      The love of the things of the world is a horrible idol!

      The desire to be seen is a horrible idol! So is the desire for clothes and the love of the many things that will soon pass away!

      Gideon had to pull down the idol that was in his father’s house, to destroy it and bring it to nought, before he could go and deal with the Midianites.

      How can we possess the land, and possess the people of the land before we have possessed our hearts completely for the Lord?

      Oh Brethren, the idol in Israel had to be destroyed first! Gideon had to first bring that idol down before he could go into God’s battles. He had to destroy that idol before he could go into God’s battle. If he had gone without destroying the idol, he and the enemy would have been one. They would have been both idolaters. And which idolater should destroy the other? Oh, the idol had to be destroyed!!

      To those of you who have served the Lord for some time now and who at the beginning of your walk with God smashed the idols and brought them to nought, I want to give you a warning today:

      At the end of Gideon’s life he gave the Israelites another idol.

      He asked them to bring their earrings and the rest and he built an idol. From the beginning he destroyed the idols.

      There were radical sacrifices, radical separations and total investment for the Lord Jesus Christ. You followed Him along the pathway of radical separation and painful sacrifice. It cost you almost everything and almost your whole life. You risked everything on the altar for Him. Then you began to know God’s victories. And then you built an idol. You went back to your vomit and called it God’s blessing. You abandoned the way of sacrifice. You wanted to be like the others. Are you then surprised why the work is stagnant? After the initial growth, nothing more seems to be happening. The conversions are less radical and the marks of the Cross more difficult to see. The joy of the Christian way is no longer found among the believers. There is murmuring, gossiping and all the rest. Dissatisfaction is the order of the day. If you are honest, ask yourself, “How is this different from the religious systems that are around?” You have backslidden! You are a wicked backslider - maintaining a physical position before men, but with the position in God’s heart lost. You blame the nation where you have been sent. You blame the people, whereas the problem is you. You are no longer where you started. Then the things of the world did not make sense to you. Now you are possessed by your appearance and by what you must buy. You are possessed by your house - how it must be furnished. You say, “I must make the leader’s place dignified,” but not dignified with the Cross. The Cross is no longer dignity. Yet it was meant by God to be the highest dignity.

      The believer’s highest dignity was to be found in the Cross.

      The greatest joy of the believer was to be the Cross. The one music that thrilled the believer was to be the music of the Cross. And the Cross calls for a sacrifice, to a life of self-denial that knows no limits.

      You are no longer where you ought to be or you have never been there. From the very start, you compromised. From the very start, you faced the Cross, the Narrow Way, and you compromised. From the very beginning, you negotiated the demands of the Narrow Way. You would not go the whole way. From the beginning, your wicked heart told you that you could love the world and love the Lord Jesus Christ. Look, from the beginning, your wicked heart told you you could gain the world and gain the Kingdom. From the beginning, you looked at the supposed ministers of the Gospel instead of looking at the Minister of the Gospel — the Lord Jesus Christ. From the beginning, you acquired what the Lord never acquired. You made the things that were not the joy of the Lord become your joy. You listened to whispers from the land of the Enemy. The devil said, “Love the world. It is God’s blessing. It is prosperity.” And it is as if God told you, “I did not prosper My Son, I did not prosper Jesus, so I did not give him good things, but I will prosper you, I will give you what I did not give Jesus!” And when people begin to ask God to give them what God did not give to the Lord Jesus Christ, they become wicked enemies of the Cross. We say it again:

      And when people begin to buy what Jesus would not have bought;

      And when people begin to seek what Jesus would not have sought;

      And when people begin to desire what Jesus would not have desired;

      And when people begin to want to possess what Jesus would not have wanted to possess, they have turned to become God’s fiercest enemies.

      Yet in their deceit, they want to build a work approved of God. What seduction!

      Do you enjoy the music of the Cross, the music of a very simple life, the music of self-denial because of the Gospel?

      Do you enjoy the music of self-imposed poverty because what could have been kept has been invested in the Gospel?

      Paul loved the music of the Cross.

      Song :

      
        
        
        Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,

        Save in the Cross of Christ my Lord:

        All the vain things that charm me most,

        I sacrifice them to His blood.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Were the whole realm of nature mine,

        That were an offering far too small:

        Love so amazing, so divine,

        Demands my soul, my life, my all.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        See! from His head, His hands, His feet,

        Sorrow and love flow mingled down!

        Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,

        Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

      

      

      

      Thorns composing so rich a crown!

      The music of the Cross is that music that is found in thorns -

      
        	thorns borne because of the Cross,

        	thorns borne because of sacrifice for the Gospel,

        	thorns borne because of that which is given away because of the Gospel,

        	thorns borne because of that which is invested into others because of the Gospel,

        	the bleeding of the heart because of that which has been given away in order that the Gospel may get to others,

        	thorns composing a rich crown,

        	thorns composing so rich a crown,

        	thorns, a crown of thorns!

      

      Ease! Indulgence! Is that the idol you have now built? When the Lord first called you, you did not have the wealth of the world and the Enemy has seduced your heart to think it is in the Lord that you should acquire that which must soon pass away. You have made the Gospel and the Ministry of the Gospel a way to gain that which you did not have when you first met the Crucified One. Do you not see that that is your own destruction? Listen, Brethren:

      What did you possess when you met the Lamb?

      Has your encounter with Him stripped you of what you possessed?

      Or is life in the Lamb the life to gain, gather, amass that which you did not have in the world?

      No wonder, the intimacy with God is gone. No wonder, the people you lead to the Lord are more and more worldly and more and more dissatisfied. They are compromising everything. They look at your life and they do not see the marks of the Cross. They only see marks that say, “This man is using God to gain the world. In the world, he could have nothing. Now, in God, the world has filled his house and filled his heart.”

      With regards to worldly goods, where were you

      when you met the King of the Cross?

      Did Jesus come down from heaven to give you the things of the world? Is that what Jesus came to do? Did He come down from heaven to ruin you with the things of the world?

      In the Lord, you now covet things that you did not even desire in the world. You have made it the place of covetousness. You now desire things that you did not even desire before in the world. And you want a Church in splendour, without spot, wrinkle or blemish. Yet you would not let the Church arise. Your leg is tied to the world. And, seeing the progress or the greatness of others, you are not disturbed by a holy restlessness that says, “No, I will not die a mediocre.” Your leg is tied to the love of the world. Your hand is tied. Even when you preach the Gospel, your mouth is tied. There are some things about which you preached in the past that you can no longer preach about now. Your conscience can no longer allow you to preach them because your life opposes that message that you yourself first preached. You have silenced your mouth. Could anything worse happen to a man?

      Could anything worse happen to a man that with increasing years his message is becoming smaller and smaller because his life is shutting his mouth more and more? If it is not a manifest style, it is a desired style. He desires the world. He desires the things of the world. He is not content with himself because of his many desires after the things that must soon pass away.

      Gideon destroyed the first idol and he left the second idol for the people. The legacy that Gideon left to the nation was an idol. In the final analysis, it would have been better for them to have remained subjected to the Midianites than to know a temporary freedom that led to more permanent bondage.

      The music of the Cross. Oh! The Narrow Way that was chosen and the Narrow Way that is now abandoned. Worldly things now cause you endless worries, whereas before you used to say, “The people of the world are mad!” Now, who is mad? The world is even covetous of your possessions. The world now covets what you have. The world now says that you are more worldly than they are.

      You went to a nation to block God because if you had not gone, eventually a consecrated man would have gone. But because you went, that person will never go and God’s purposes in that nation will be ruined. You forgot the place from which God picked you, and you have become a personal wreck.

      Some people should pray. But if God is not speaking to your heart, if there is no real evidence that God is speaking to you, if God is not causing you deep worry of heart, if there is no sense of saying, “Woe to me, I have backslidden!” or “I have never known the Way of the Cross. I have never known the music of the Cross. I have made the Christian life a life of debauchery to acquire that which the Crucified One would never have acquired. I am richer now in the things of the world than before I knew Jesus, but I am so poor in God. My knowledge of God is shockingly small,” to destroy the initial idol, and the idol that you later on built, then you had better keep quiet.

      I want us to look at New Testament leadership. I want the missionaries to look at it first. Then I want national leaders to look at it. And I want leaders of Churches to look at it. I also want all who aspire to leadership in the Kingdom of God to look at it.

      1 Corinthians 4: 8-13: “Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You have become kings - and that without us! How I wish that you really had become kings so that we might be kings with you! For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like men condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as well as to men. We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are honoured, we are dishonoured! To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally treated, we are homeless. We work hard with our own hands, when we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; when we are slandered, we answer kindly. Up to this moment we have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world.”

      Is this the Gospel we are supposed to represent, being top ranking people? The apostles were poorly dressed compared to the world. But satanists in the name of God have said spiritual leaders are people to tell their message by their clothes, to get all of the world, to be seen by their dressing. That is the devil’s message! The apostles were poorly dressed - in some versions it is said, “They go naked,” but it is just that they were poorly dressed. They were either homeless or living in tents. They were living at the simplest level possible. They were not the honoured of the world. They were the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world. There was nothing in them that the world should desire them. No one could have wished to change positions with them. But the Enemy has seduced many who call themselves after Him, and Pentecostalism is the most seduced philosophy of our generation. They are lovers of money, lovers of the world, and lovers after the world in the name of prosperity. God did not prosper Jesus. God did not prosper the Paul who wrote that. God did not prosper the early apostles who said, “Silver and gold, I have none.” God did not prosper them. Yet the Gospel is on their foundation. Look at your heart that desires more and more, and has acquired more and more. And you want to fill the city and the nation with your kind.

      Where has a sword gone through your heart so that the thoughts of many might be exposed?

      In the world you didn’t have much. You started the Christian life hardly having anything. Now demons have seduced you to say, “Gather the world and possess the world in the Lord Jesus.” Is that what you came to Jesus for? We want to ask you:

      What did you come to Jesus for?

      You came to prepare for heaven; now you are seduced to prepare for the world.

      You came to prepare for heaven; now your worry is the world, how to have more and more of it.

      Where were you when you first started?

      What did you have?

      It is now gain! When you were a simple believer, you had limited things. Now you have been seduced into thinking that now as the leader you should have more. And you deceive yourself that it is so as to serve God. And God is weighing your wicked heart. The Gospel has become an instrument of covetousness. There is no peace in your heart! There is no rest! No wonder, the fruit of your ministry lacks depth. You lead people to Christ and you are the one to tell them that they are Christians because there is no evident change. They see no change but you use Bible verses to deceive them that they have become believers. What will be required at the gate of heaven will not be a Bible verse. Where are the marks of the Crucified One in you or in them? It is this whole matter of reproducing your kind!

      Have you been a blessing to God?

      Your kind that is being reproduced, is it a blessing to God?

      Mr. Missionary, with a world-laden heart, what are you doing to that nation?

      In Burkina Faso, they say it is a land of people of integrity. As we were looking for a missionary to go to Burkina Faso, we said the person must, first of all, be deeply rooted in integrity. If he is a person for whom 2 + 2 can be 4.1, even the unbelievers in Burkina Faso will pick him out for a crook. I am told, a Cameroonian went there and, thinking that there weren’t enough seats on the plane, he decided to do it the Cameroonian way. He passed a thousand francs note under the table. The man took it and gave him back publicly and told him, “We don’t do this here.” These are the standards of the world. Are they your standards? Maybe the world should preach a message to you that you have exaggerated the whole matter of loving the world.

      Some years ago, I went to Douala with a brother who works in Christian Publishing House, Yaounde. The police stopped us to check whether we had paid the tax. And this brother had not paid taxes for about two years or so. He had specialised in cheating the government, stealing from the Cameroonian government. Then a pastor in the city went to plead for him because the police said they would take him and go and lock him up until he paid his tax. The policeman said, “Ah! Mr. Pastor, you are the one who ought to have been saying that this man should pay his tax. You are now saying that I should let him go free!”

      When the world begins to preach to believers,...

      A sister bought a Mercedes Benz car in our Chemistry Department. The striking thing is this: The Head of Department decided to have a personal interview with her to ask her how she got money for a Mercedes Benz car with all the salary reductions.

      Now when the world is worried about our possessions, is it because we have followed God better than the apostles? If the world begins to be worried about our possessions, is it because we have followed God more than the apostles? It is because we have kept what the apostles would have given away for the sake of the Gospel. I have to confront the fact that:

      Regardless of what I give, if there is any keeping of what the apostles would have given away, I have disqualified myself. I am demoted. I have demoted myself because God is not just looking at what I have given; He is looking at what is left.

      He is weighing my lifestyle.

      He weighs what I eat.

      He weighs what I wear.

      He weighs my expenditures.

      and the information that comes out determines the extent to which I could be promoted spiritually in the future.

      Is that why you have been demoted? You were a leader of 1000, now you are a leader of 100. Or you were a leader of 500 and now you are a leader of 200. Or you were a leader of 100 and now you are a leader of 5. God has demoted you! God has demoted you by cutting down the impact of your leadership, and cutting down the people you should be leading. Is that why there is no increase in your numbers?

      God cannot increase the leadership of a worldly man.

      Whatever his growth in number is, it will soon stop.

      By the grace of God, the brethren are still in the Assembly, but they have turned to another leader. God is bringing you to your size, according to the things you love. People who came after you are now the people who control the others. You turned away from the Narrow Way and the Lord has turned away from you. It is as if very soon you will be led by the people you led to the Lord. Among the men and women of the glory are people who believed many years after you. And if your name were to be mentioned among them, they would know that it is a lie. You lack splendour because little by little, a step at a time, you are now looking exactly in the opposite direction.

      Among the people of the glory are people who believed many years after you.

      
        	among the men of fasting,

        	among the women of fasting,

        	among the men of prayer,

        	among the women of prayer,

        	among the people of sacrificial giving,

        	among the soul-winners,

        	among the restorers of backsliders,

      

      in truth, you are not one of them. You are just the conductor in the front. You are like a monkey who entertains. You are like Jacob, the monkey in the Zoo in Victoria.

      You buried all on the altar of self-indulgence and the love of the world, and the love of the things of the world. You have been going round in circles for many years.

      In Yaounde we place the Elders according to when they became Elders. But listen, there is another list according to :

      
        	their spiritual weight,

        	their standing before God,

        	the marks of the Cross written in their lives,

        	what they have sacrificed for Jesus,

        	what they have denied themselves of because of the Lord Jesus Christ.

      

      And everyone knows that that list is different from this one. And it is that list that matters.

      Have you ever asked yourself, “Where am I?”

      Have you ever asked somebody to tell you where you are? Have you ever asked somebody who cannot be bribed, to tell you where you are on the real list? Your work may be progressing, but have you confronted where it would have been had you been total in your consecration? Maybe you are rejoicing because of twenty people whereas were you to be more consecrated, there would be two thousand. You have taken twenty for two thousand.

      You know King Solomon made all those gold shields, which were held when he was going into the temple. They were stolen and Rehoboam made other ones of bronze. When he too was going into the temple, they also held them. This fool could not distinguish between gold and bronze. He thought that they were the same thing, provided somebody held them. Each time I get to these Bible verses, I am totally overwhelmed by how a man can be so deceived. They take gold away and you replace it with bronze. Then you take steps as if...Brethren, do you see the extent to which a man can be deceived? If this man had been honest, he would not have made those things. He would have just walked simply into the temple. But he did not want to face the facts.

      
        	You have something like the prayer life to substitute for real praying.

        	You have bronze praying in place of gold praying.

        	Your spiritual father had gold praying; you have bronze praying.

        	Your wife has gold praying; you have bronze praying.

        	Your disciple-maker has gold giving; you have bronze giving.

        	You have bronze consecration in place of gold consecration.

      

      Are you an Elder of bronze amidst the Elders of gold? And you say, “We are all Elders .” When they say, “The Elders are meeting,” you also go. They are Elders of gold; you are an Elder of bronze.

      You are an Elder’s wife or a missionary wife of bronze.

      Your husband, a man of gold; you, a woman of bronze. When they say Elders’ wives are meeting, a few women of gold gather. You also appear and say, “My husband is Number One, Number Two, give me the big seat. I will be the President of the association,” - of women who don’t know what they are looking for or of an association of dishonest women, because if they were honest they would say, “Leave the chairman’s seat. You are bronze.”

      Let us pray that everyone here who has replaced gold with bronze and is content with it in whatever area of his life, should be convicted.

      The reference to the shields of gold we are talking about, in Solomon’s case, is (2 Chronicles 9:15-16). The Bible says, “King Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered gold; six hundred bekas of hammered gold went into each shield. He also made three hundred small shields of hammered gold, with three hundred bekas of gold in each shield. The king put them in the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon.

      2 Chronicles 12 verse 2: “Because they had been unfaithful to the Lord, Shishak King of Egypt attacked Jerusalem in the fifth year of King Rehoboam.”Verse 9, “When Shishak King of Egypt attacked Jerusalem, he carried off the treasures of the temple of the Lord and the treasures of the royal palace. He took everything, including the gold shields that Solomon had made. So King Rehoboam made bronze shields to replace them and assigned these to the commanders of the guard on duty at the entrance to the royal palace. Whenever the king went to the Lord’s temple, the guards went with him, bearing the shields, and afterwards they returned them to the guardroom.”

      He was guarding them. To him bronze was treasure. And bronze is of lower quality than silver. In King Solomon’s day we are told that silver was cheap. Even that which was cheap was not even available in Rehoboam’s day. And it was just one generation after.

      Have you backslidden in your own lifetime, just in one generation, just in one lifespan, from gold to bronze, from single-hearted commitment, to somebody fat with the love of the world? Do you not see from where you have fallen? Do you not see that in your life you now permit things that ten years ago you would have considered that any person who did such things would find heaven difficult to attain?

      Now your wife does the things you thought girls who did such things should not be married at all. She dresses in the way that if you had seen a girl dressed like that, you would have jumped through the window, but now that kind of dressing is not only found in your heart but is found in your bed, and the courage to say, “In the Name of Jesus Christ, I stop this thing,” is not there. And your children are also like that. It is total disorder. And the children say, “Papa don weak” = (“Papa has become weak”).

      You now allow your husband to do things of which you said, “A man who does such things cannot be my husband.” The type of men of whom you said, “A man like this will offend everything of God in me,” is the one you now call: “Darling.” Everything is totally confused.

      I read a commentary about the Church on Random Road, in China, in Watchman Nee’s days. It was their main Church in Shanghai. From the beginning there were the rigours of Watchman Nee. The author says that when the Church was now 4000 members, miniskirted girls began to be there. Girls who in the past would have been considered fit only for a brothel were now coming to sit under Watchman Nee’s teaching of the Gospel.

      Even if naked women came to an evangelistic meeting, we would allow them, but when you soak semi-naked women in water and call them believers, and sit such to teach them, it is because you have lost God. When the things that infuriated you in the past are now accommodated, it is not because you have matured. It is because you have backslidden.

      Where is the rigour of the days when you first found the Lord?

      I think of a sister. Some years ago, she was going to pray with Sister Emily. They said they were going to pray for four hours. She asked, “Is it four hours of real praying or just four hours in the place of prayer?” That was about ten years ago. The other day I saw her fat with pregnancy, but also fat with backsliding. I don’t know when I last saw her in the place of prayer. In her own lifetime, she has become a backslider, meanwhile she is reproducing, reproducing backsliders. Her children will be born again backslidden.

      Have you backslidden in your own lifetime?

      Before, you could take a thirty-day partial fast. Now, one-day partial fast is like a cross. You are invaded by hunger as if by armed robbers. Hunger to you is like armed robbers.

      You used to spend nights in prayer alone. Oh! but you are now a man, and a personal all-night prayer is no longer in your programme. It was the thing that was there week by week, but now after one or two hours of praying alone, you are yawning. You cut the personal all-night prayer from ten hours to eight hours, then to seven hours, then to five hours, and now it is no longer there. The personal all-night prayer has disappeared. Now you say Jesus fasted for all of us, and Jesus is on the throne praying for all of us.

      Have you backslidden in your own generation?

      Before, when money entered your hands you thought about the souls of men. Your dream was how to give more and more. Now your dream is how to buy more and more things. It has been clearly shown that in most Ministries, as the facilities have increased, as the rooms have increased, the Holy Spirit has disappeared.

      Brother Peter Schneider showed me two buildings in Germany - the old building and the new one. The old building was at the beginning of the Work, where people prayed and prayed and prayed. And the new building was put afterwards when the Fire had gone out, because when the Fire is out, people are concerned or preoccupied with buildings. They plan more and more buildings. They plan more and more structures, more and more computers, more and more tape-recorders, etc. thinking that these can substitute for the absence of God, or that these things can bring God back. They cannot.

      Do you know any marriage that has become more intimate as goods have increased? I am yet to find one.

      Have you backslidden in your own lifetime? Your meditation book is now full of new positions because you have abandoned the original position and found new positions to allow you to continue away from the Cross. Your life is no longer a model. You don’t disturb anybody any more. You are no longer insulted. You are even respected. Your family is now totally at peace with you because the sharp edges of the Cross have been abandoned. The family meetings to which nobody dared to invite you in the past because your presence made them so uncomfortable, you now attend and have the president’s chair. Your sisters and brothers, who dreaded you, find your companionship fun. They want you. Have you backslidden in your own lifetime?

      In order not to deceive ourselves, write in your book:

      Areas in which I have replaced gold with bronze:

      
        	................................................

        	...............................................

        	................................................

        	................................................

        	................................................

        	................................................

      

      so that when you come to look at your notes you will see them in a conspicuous way. When you do it, allow some space to add what the Holy Spirit will show you later on.

      There might have been golden commitments to someone. Now there is none or there is very little. There might have been golden service, golden gifts to God and to man. And now you have become Mr. Stingy. You have got a degree from Stingy University. Maybe you were always there on time for the prayer meeting; now you come late and go away early; and sometimes you are not even there. Before, you were the one who prayed on almost every topic; now, for you to stand up and pray, it needs a horse to lift your buttocks. Before, you had the gift of tongues and you exercised it; now, the gift is dormant. Before, you exercised your body; now, you are just clumsy from no exercise. Before, you were slim and nice; now, you are like someone prepared for the Agric Show. Before, your things were orderly; now, everything is scattered. Before, when there was dirt on the collar of a shirt , you didn’t wear it; now, you wear the same shirt over and over so that they see that you have become Christian dirt.

      In America where things are very cheap - with two dollars you can buy six socks - one Reverend Brother there removed his shoes and his socks were laughing with holes. It is not poverty. Of course, the man knows nothing about sacrifice for God; so it is not because he gave. It is just the lack of the power to take care of himself.

      Before, you bathed everyday; now they need to catch you to bathe you.

      Your beard has become disorderly. Everything has crumbled. You have no more standards in anything.

      As one sister has said, she starts following the husband from the door to pick up his socks. She picks up this one and then the other; for he starts throwing them from the door. Then he removes his pants and throws them anywhere in the room.

      These are not errors. There is a problem inside.

      The more a man loses God, the more disorderly he becomes, because God is a God of order.

      Before, you loved those who love the Lord; now, their presence offends you. And you have never had a team. People come and go away because you lack what it takes to keep people around you. It takes God to keep people around you. The aroma of Christ has disappeared, so there is nothing to keep people there. You are a gossip centre, so when they have gossiped and gossiped with you they go away because they now want the company of a spiritual man in order to grow. Even the one who loved you most is no longer interested in you because you are like Ichabod. The glory has departed. That thing of Jesus which used to make you sweet and attractive, which made that person linger around you, is no longer there. It is just the world now; so that when he sees you he is immediately offended. After hearing two or three sentences from you, he must go away because what you offer is offensive.

      When you were consecrated you and your wife knew no disagreements on money, but now as you have reduced your giving to God, you quarrel more and more. It is just the reality.

      People have less and less quarrels as they give more and more to God. But as they keep more and more for themselves, they have an increasing range of disagreements.

      One wants the deep freezer, the other one wants the refrigerator. One wants a bed, the other one wants a cupboard. One wants a car, the other one wants a boat.

      The more people have, the more they disagree.

      The next list is the things that you have never put on. Write down:

      I have never purchased the gold of:

      
        	
Long fasts: You have deceived yourself that God made you for short fasts and that you would die if you did a long fast. And you make as if burial grounds were all full.

        	
Long prayer seasons: You have never taken yourself to pray every night for ten days, every night for twenty-one days, every night for thirty days or every night for forty days. You have just said, “No, these are for the specialists. They are not for me. I am a simple believer.” It is wickedness for a person to say, “I am a simple believer!” Who is not a simple believer? Who is a complicated believer?

      

      The tragic lack of spiritual ambition!

      The tragic lack of a desire to do great things for God!

      The tragic lack of striving after God’s best!

      The tragic lack of monuments!

      You are just there, good-for-nothing, yet endowed with enormous capacities. When they talk about forty-day fasts, it is as if you will do your own in heaven. When they talk of twenty-eight-day fasts, you will do your own the month before Jesus comes. When they talk about twenty-one-day fasts, you will do your own when the Church has been handed back to the Saviour. When you hear that some people pray for forty days, you say, “Well, we have different gifts.” Now, which is your own gift?

      I am amazed by the ease with which believers shake away challenges! You hear that somebody is giving 50% to God; you are content with your 11% and say, “After all, all people are not to do the same thing.” Now what are you great in? You have refused the challenges that God brings along in your life. You ease yourself and say, “Ah! They are boasting. God will not record it for them.” But what then is there to be recorded for you?

      You hear that some Assembly is growing very rapidly. Instead of going to ask, “Brother, what is the secret?” You say, “Ah! they are half-converts.” You seem to think that real converts should be very few, and that they are those who are found with you. You don’t want to confront your barrenness. You say, “When the numbers are big, they are carnal. We are the deep ones.” Deep in barrenness!

      One sister drove over a very long distance to come and listen to me speaking. She said, “In the last four to five years no one person has been added to our Church, but our pastor looks very devoted.” I said, “He is devoted in what? In ensuring that nobody comes to the Church? He is devoted in closing the door to potential converts. No fruit, cut it down!”

      Refusing to be challenged, you speak evil of those who are distinguished or you say, “Well, my own gift is elsewhere.” Where is it? Name it. People who don’t want to name things are people who have constructed their own dishonesty system. Paul said, “Are they apostles? I am more.” Now, take a bit of folly for once and write and boast. Some people’s head is always there because they have nothing to boast about. If Paul had had nothing to boast about, he would not have lost his head. Can you lose your head? When you lose it, what will you talk about? You lack the power to see great things as possible. You lack the power to attempt great things for God. You have no massive projects in view. You have no projects such that unless God intervenes, failure is guaranteed. You are striving after nothing.

      My wife tells me that when they were in the secondary school they used to have some exercise: “A hop and a lift, a hop and a lift.” Running away from vigorous exercise. You have never been angry in prayer. There has never been the desire to pull down the heavens, to tear down the barrier and get God down quickly. You have never prayed and got near fainting.

      Brethren, I have had that experience only once or twice. One of them was just twenty minutes of prayer. After that, I was more tired than I have ever been in any prayer. A brother in France said the doctors had examined their baby in the womb and said the baby would be handicapped. So they had been advised to commit an abortion. He said, “I have said, ‘No’ to that advice. If that baby will only be able to say, ‘Jesus Christ is my Saviour,’ that is enough.” When I read the letter, I was aflame, I was angry. In twenty minutes, I had exhausted all my energies to the finish. The child is perfectly normal and is seven years old now.

      No anger in prayer, “Our Father,... Who art in heaven...” When a man of prayer is praying with you, he has to cry out to God for patience. When he hits, hits, hits, you take your hand like... (You know, when they are trying to repeat the scoring, a goal that was scored PANG! They now get the man to play very slowly and the ball is going at the most reduced pace.) You are like that. You are playing with somebody who smashes but your own praying is like that after - slow motion. By the time that you have prayed your one sentence the other person is dying. He needs somebody with whom when he smashes, the person will smash, smash, smash and smash! If when the man gives two blows, your hand is still going out to look for the first blow, before he prays with you next time, he will pray alone first to ask God for grace to bear you: “My...my God,...I wor...ship You. A...men.” The sharp edges are not there. The aggressiveness is not there. The anger is not there, so that your praying is sending people to sleep. It is the music of sleep. And you have been doing that for years, yet you have been in the company of aggressive men and women of prayer. And your wicked heart tells you that you shall not make any change because it is your habit, it is your character. Go to Cotonou and there you will see how people are praying like fire. You do not put your all into your praying. You do not pray with all your spirit, soul and body. You make as if your mouth were full of butter: “Bah, bah, bah, bah.” No fire. And your whole life has been without fire. Your burdens are there today; tomorrow they have evaporated. You have never known sustained burden. You have a new burden everyday because the old one has gone. Like a baby, you are easily distracted. Like a baby, you lack the power to keep at one burden, to keep smashing and smashing and smashing until the walls collapse. Being so easily distracted, you have never put on what you ought to have put on, and yet you are happy. Some say, “If I can only make it to heaven.”

      They lack holy aggressiveness.

      They lack holy ambition.

      They are disturbed by nothing except food and clothes.

      They have never put on aggressiveness.

      They have never put on fierceness.

      No one fears you except because of your self-love; when someone steps on your toe, then you rise like a serpent. But nothing about things going wrong in the Kingdom of God disturbs you.

      Say, “I have never put on the following:” (Make the list.)

      
        	----------------

        	----------------

        	----------------

        	----------------

      

      You have had an unusual capacity to insulate yourself from being disturbed by the people God has brought your way to provoke you.

      God brings men in your life who ought to disturb you and set you right.

      But you are insulated and therefore remain untouched. You build all the reasons to ensure that you are not provoked. The books you choose to read are only books of encouragement. You like testimonies, but you don’t imitate the people whose testimonies you read.

      Are you disturbed by the progress of others?

      Do you feel a holy disturbance that says, “I will not die a mediocre! If this man could do this, I will rise and do something about it”?

      Can you be disturbed?

      Can you be provoked?

      Who has provoked you?

      Where are the marks of it?

      Contentment with mediocrity soon turns to jealousy.

      Once I was in Ibadan. There is a man there, opposed to the baptism in the Holy Spirit, but the wife got baptized in the Holy Spirit. After she got baptized, she began to lead very many people to the Lord, and she had such an intense burden to pray. She would pray, pray and pray. Both of them were believers, yet one day when she was praying, he went there and said, “Ah! You are not different from any other person!” The man ought to be provoked by a woman who was always praying and he was not praying, but instead when she made a slight error, he would rejoice saying, “You are not different from all of us.” That was how to harden his position against the baptism into the Holy Spirit. Who was supposed to be different - the wife or the man?

      If your wife is like you, you have already failed - because you should be a gap ahead.

      Any man who is not a shoulder higher than his wife has failed. If you are not a shoulder higher than your wife

      
        	in your consecration,

        	in your service,

        	in the intensity of your devotion,

        	in the intensity of seeking God,

        	in the intensity of finding God,

        	in the intensity of knowing God,

        	in the intensity of loving God,

        	in the intensity of making God your total satisfaction,

      

      you are a mediocre. Where will you stand to speak to her?

      So this man was saying, “My wife, you are not better than me,” out of jealousy, but he was at least admitting that the wife was at his level, that he had lost leadership. But he had not only lost leadership; the woman was very far ahead. If a man is content to be at the same level with his wife, where is the leadership? Manhood is not trousers or ties. You know there are women who wear trousers and ties and coats. If it were the clothing that made manhood, we could by one announcement change things.

      Manhood is the power to be ahead in everything that pertains to God.

      God places people in our lives to push us to great heights. And the unholy contentment is the undoing of many.

      God brings people into our lives so that we imitate them and therefore rise to heights.

      You know an area in which a person is distinguished, and instead of going to ask him, “Brother, how have you done it?” the corruption of your heart does not allow you to ask him. Somebody sleeps little; you sleep the whole day and the whole night and even when you are not sleeping, you are half asleep; and you will not ask him, “What is the secret?” You don’t want to know lest you have to change. You have decided to settle for mediocrity. I joyfully reread a Bible verse and found that it said that the baptism of the Holy Spirit means that rivers of living water should flow forth; NOT a river. Before the baptism, the Holy Spirit is like a spring welling up to eternal life.

      John 4:14 “But whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

      About the baptism in the Holy Spirit, John 7:37-39, says “rivers”: “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.’ By this He meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”

      It is as if I had never discovered the “s” in “rivers.” I discovered it in the U.S. and I danced and danced although I was in an upstair house. “Rivers! rivers!” I said, “Ah!”

      
        	rivers of the pastoral ministry,

        	rivers of the evangelistic ministry,

        	rivers of the teaching ministry,

        	if need be, the rivers of an apostolic ministry,

        	if need be, the rivers of a prophetic ministry,

        	rivers of giving to God,

        	rivers of fasting,

        	rivers of prayer,

        	rivers of restoring backsliders,

        	rivers of academic excellence,

        	rivers of professional excellence.

      

      Rivers! Not just one. Rivers!

      So I sat down and I decided on the many areas in which the rivers shall flow. And some that were becoming small, I decided to dig out the obstructing things and deepen them and widen them. Rivers! A very mighty river on this side and another mighty river on that side! Rivers! Hallelujah! It is in the purpose of God because it is the supernatural work of God. God has ordained that we move into the supernatural, and that there be many rivers flowing out of us. Rivers! Hallelujah!

      Our labour is to present to the Lord Jesus Christ people who obey Him in everything.

      So if you want an easy-going place, this is the wrong one. And there is no day that you will stop wrestling because the more progress you make, the more progress you have to make. To make as if one has got to the end of the battle is to miss it completely. Some of you are shocked if a senior leader confesses his sin. That confession is just telling you that he is going higher and higher because the nearer you are to Jesus, the more you see how sinful you are. The farther away you are from Jesus, the more you say all is well even when nothing is well.
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            AGGRESSIVE SERVANTHOOD

          

          Joshua!

        

      

    

    
      We are going to have seven books on leadership.

      
        	This one will be called : Spiritual Leadership in The Pattern of Joshua


        	There is: Spiritual Leadership According To Moses.

        	“Vision, Burden, Action” is: Spiritual Leadership According to Nehemiah.

        	There will be: Spiritual Leadership According to The Pattern of David.

        	There will be: Spiritual Leadership According to The Pattern of The Apostle Paul, which will be what we shall have in the World Convention next year.

        	And the last book on the series will be: Spiritual Leadership According to The Pattern of The Lamb, Jesus Christ, because when you get there, you can go no further.

      

      After that, we shall look at: The Character of The Spiritual Leader—not his ministry but his character—because there are more failures in character than there are in ministry. A crook can do great things once or twice, but it requires distilled character to live day by day according to the Cross.

      The first thing we want to look at is: Aggressive Servanthood

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      As we go on, you will find out how best to put it. In the background, you see Moses as the servant of Jethro for forty years. When you meet a man, ask:

      
        	What is in his background?

        	At whose feet did he sit?

        	With whom did he rub shoulders?

      

      For Joshua’s spiritual heritage, you have Moses. Moses was a servant for forty years. He was Jethro’s servant. Moses was like a Doctor from the University of Egypt, but in Jethro’s house he became a shepherd. Jethro didn’t say, “Dr. Moses is going to shepherd the flock.” He didn’t say to the sheep, “Your shepherd has a doctorate’s degree. Clap for him.” Nor did Moses say, “Sheep, when I was in the University of Egypt, I got very high marks. See, I did great things in Egypt, I was mighty in my deeds and mighty in my words. Sheep, your shepherd almost became the next Pharaoh. Sheep, just with my empty hands, I killed an Egyptian and buried him in the sand because he was against my people. Sheep, I am very handsome. Your shepherd is very handsome. Look at my face, my looks.” Whatever Moses could have said that looked like a wonder in the world could have got only one answer from the sheep: “Meeee! Meeee!! Meeee!!!” because that is all that there is in worldly things — “Meeee!!!!”

      If Brother Jacques, the publisher, goes and tells his books or the machines, “Your Director was Director General of Forest Regeneration in the country. Clap! You are honoured. You are privileged.” If the books could speak, they would say, “Meeee!!!!”

      “Books, your publisher studied in Canada.” “Meeee!!!!”

      “Books, your publisher has a very good car.” “Meeee!!!!”

      “Books, your publisher has four children.” “Meeee!!”

      “Books, your publisher has the power to command people and to lead them.” “Meeee!!!!!!!!!!!!”

      As you increase the list of your accomplishments, the sheep are getting more and more hungry; so that if it were possible, the sheep would ask for more food: there would be more “Meeees!”

      Listen, Brethren, it looks like a joke, but in eternity, all the glories of the world will make just the sense that saying that you were a doctor makes to sheep. May God imprint that on your heart!

      Song:

      
        
        
        Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,

        Save in the Cross of Christ my Lord;

        All the vain things that charm me most,

        I sacrifice them to His blood.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        See, from His head, His hands, His feet,

        Sorrow and love flow mingled down

        Did e’er such love and sorrow meet

        Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Were the whole realm of nature mine

        That were an offering far too small

        Love so amazing, so divine,

        Demands my soul, my life, my all.

      

      

      

      I would like us to pray that that “Demands my soul, my life, my all” should not be words only, but that it should be true that if the whole realm of nature were ours, that would be an offering far too small; for love so amazing, so divine, demands all that I possess: my soul, my life, my all.

      What does “demands my soul, my life, my all” mean? Now write out what it means.

      It demands your husband: you leave him to God, and never complain.

      It demands your wife: you leave her to God, and never complain.

      It demands your children: to give them to God and never force your wicked plans on them, wanting them to gain the world that you failed to gain, even though you wanted it so badly.

      “Oh! I want my child to be first in the class, first in the class!” And I am not against children being first. But what will that “first” lead to? Will it lead to the Cross or away from the Cross?

      Rather, your prayer should be: “Lord, I take off my hands from this child. I abolish my plans. God, if this child will glorify You by failing in school, God, may she succeed in failing.”

      Are you sincere that your child should be married to the Cross or have you worldly desires to see the child succeed before the world?

      In your educating of the child, is it glory, heaven, the knowledge of the Lord, the service of the Lord, or is it a mixture: “Child, have the world, but have Jesus also. Have the world, but don’t abandon Jesus. Let Jesus help you to win the world”?

      A colleague once told me in Makerere that someone prayed in London, saying, “God, You are good; Satan, you are not bad either.”

      “My child, love the Lord, but make sure you succeed in the world.” Finally, parents can be the most wicked people that ever existed in a child’s life. Their divided hearts cause them to have plans for a brilliant sin-stained future for their children.

      My wife and I had a TESSA account in Britain, an account that has existed since 1969 when I graduated from the university, because I used the money of the prize I got at graduation to start that savings account which I later on converted into the TESSA. Later on I said, “In order to be a responsible father, this one will be for the education of the children.” The account matured last month. It is an account that matures after five years. And I said, “Well, Stephen is at the university. Elizabeth will be going to the Medical School,” and I had a war. In fact, there is £11,200,00 in the account, the fruit of 26 years of savings. Then I said, “My father saved nothing for my education, and this year I am in Who Is Who In The World for my chemical contribution.” My wife and I decided to turn the money over to the Missionary Fund. If the children cannot be more educated, ‘A’ level certificates at the General Certificate of Education Examination are very good education already. So that nobody may go to hell while I am planning the education of our children.

      The words in the Bible are not beautiful language. They are rooted in practical Christianity. They are demands on a life. If you are reading the Bible honestly, it will be putting a question mark on your life! That is why to really read the Bible, only Spirit-filled men can cope. The others have hardened their hearts so much that they can read so many chapters and they are not touched.

      Before I went to the university, I had some time with the father I loved so much. He told me, “I leave you in the hands of Jesus. I give you Jesus. I have nothing in the world to give you, but I give you Jesus.” And I have lacked nothing. I have lacked nothing, and I have acquired all in the world that it was sane to acquire.

      Be very careful about your ambitions for your children.

      They might represent the height of the corruption of heart.

      They might represent utter wickedness.

      They might represent utter divorce from the life you seem to say you believe and separation from the One you say you believe.

      My first daughter, Ruth, and the husband, Philip, will leave this month for Great Britain as missionaries. Their going represents the greatest price I could ever pay and I have had to pay so far in following the Lamb, because of my special relationship with Ruth. And they will go away with no knowledge as to when we may ever see ourselves again except on that Great Day when there will be no more parting.

      
        
        
        “Were the whole realm of nature mine,

        That were an offering far too small.”

      

      

      

      The realm of children.

      The realm of possessions.

      The realm of positions.

      The realm of family ties!

      
        
        
        “Love so amazing, so divine,

        Demands my soul, my life, my all.”

      

      

      

      Have you secret plans for your children’s success in a cursed world: a success that is not the overflow of the Cross?

      Then of all people you deserve to be pitied.

      Have you worries about your children’s worldly future without greater and exceedingly great worries about their spiritual future? Have demons caused you to pay a greater price for your children’s academic performance than for their spiritual progress and development?

      The covetousness that is hidden in a man’s heart often comes out in the children. You give them the world, but you have not given them Jesus. You are the worst thing that ever happened to your children!

      And I have seen parents cause shipwreck of their children by making choices for their children that will guarantee a place in the world, and risk everything spiritually. The first question is not, “What will happen to her soul?” Or “What will happen with her spiritual development?” But “What diploma will she have?” If rats ate my many certificates now, I would lose nothing. Is that not amazing? If rats ate all of them, I would miss nothing. But to have sacrificed God to get them, would represent folly in the extreme.

      What are you worried about as far as your children are concerned — the marks of the Cross in their lives or the diplomas of the world? Where are your plans for them? What is your vision for them?

      When Sister Elizabeth from Ibadan told me she dedicated her sons to the Lord and to the cause of God in the mission field, I said those children could not be more blessed to have such a mother.

      
        
        
        “Were the whole realm of nature mine,

        That were an offering far too small;

        Love so amazing, so divine,

        Demands my soul, my life, my all.”

      

      

      

      What is your response to those demands?

      The question is:

      What risk have you taken for the Gospel?

      What have you jeopardised by your investment into the Gospel?

      What is there that was guaranteed but can no longer be guaranteed because of your investment in the Gospel?

      What have you shattered by your commitment to the Gospel that will remain wrecked for ever, unless there is a miracle?

      The Lord is touching hearts and making them tender. It is also the moment for decisions, to make them and announce them so that you don’t go back.

      Song:

      
        
        
        Saviour, while my heart is tender,

        I will yield that heart to Thee,

        Suffer me to leave Thee never;

        Seal Thine image on my heart.

      

      

      

      Seal Thine image on my heart!! so that I might see everything through the eyes of the Lamb, so that I may see everything with the values of the Lamb.

      What did you do with your children while their hearts were still tender? Did you fill them with the world or did you fill them with brilliant hopes of lives wasted for the Gospel?

      Because China is a massive mission field, we encourage our children to go there. So we put up a map of China about seven, eight years ago in the house. And some of them chose Chinese towns to which they shall go.

      Are you preparing your children for a brilliant sin-stained future or for a brilliant future in the service of the Lord?

      What is your life prophesying to the children?

      As one brother prayed, the idols on his heart or the idols on the heart of the parents soon get installed in the hearts of the children. Look at the idolatry of your heart. Then your child has all those idols and more, plus her own!

      Idols not overthrown in the lives of the parents soon become idols on the hearts of the children.

      That is why: A worldly wife or a worldly husband is the worst tragedy that can happen to a person.

      Do you look at your partner and weep because of the partner’s infatuation with the world and the fact that your children will be that twisted?

      The idols on the father’s heart and those on the mother’s heart will soon be the idols on the child’s heart. An unconsecrated partner is the worst thing that can ever happen to a person. It is the ruin of the progeny.

      When I was in America, everyday I had a lot of time to pray. Sometimes I prayed for 11 hours, some days for 10 hours, some for 9 hours. My new cry to God is,

      
        
        
        “God, let all my children go to foreign mission fields.

        Let them go where the Lamb has not been named.

        It will be the best way of investing their lives.

        Take them away from all ease, Lord.

        Take them away from all comfort.

        Take them away from worldly comfort.

        Take them away from the comfort of the world.

        Take them to the rough lands.

        Send them where they will sleep on mats.”

      

      

      

      And, Brethren, when I was 11, my father told me, “For the whole of this month, you will sleep on the mat because someday you might need it.” So for that month I slept on a mat. It was training with the vision of a seer.

      What are you schooling your children in? Will your children be happy to hear that you have kept money for them or to hear that you have invested in the Gospel, and that you have given them Jesus as their Inheritance?

      When I knew that John was backsliding because his zeal for Shanghai was almost no longer existent, I began to pray for him everyday. I begin to see sparks of the renewal of his love for the Lord.

      When Elizabeth was 8 years old, she received a call to become a missionary doctor. She has just done the General Certificate of Education Examination at the Advanced Level. And recently, when we were talking together, I asked her whether if she didn’t go to the Medical School in Yaounde she would study something else in Cameroon. She said, “No, I must go to the Medical School, whatever country I must go to in order to become a medical doctor, because God told me to become a missionary doctor.” I was touched by her tenacity. She is 17 this year. But it was at the age of 8 when during a family retreat she went with the others to seek the purpose of God for her life. And when I met her, she told me God had called her to be a missionary doctor.

      Seeing the call of God.

      Prepared to be that at any cost!

      What are you schooling the children in?

      What do they hear, what flows unconsciously into their ears?

      Before I went to the United States, I told her, “Look, there is immorality in your heart. You have too many clothes! Too many clothes!” Clothes speak of immorality: “See me!!!!” Clothes were meant to cover our nakedness. When they have another purpose, it is immorality: “See me!!!” She emptied half of her wardrobe as a treatment of the disease I was pointing to and did a 21-day complete fast, asking God to separate her from the love of the world and the love of the things of the world permanently.

      There must be violent pulling down of idols. There must be aggressiveness in the pulling down of the things that tempt the heart!!

      When you have put in a 21-day complete fast, drinking water only, to overthrow the stronghold of the love of the world in your heart, or to overthrow the stronghold of the love of the things of the world in your heart, it will begin to betray spiritual seriousness. Until then, it is beautiful jokes, even if they are long prayers.

      What are you schooling the children in?

      When they look at your possessions, what comes into their hearts - glory, the world to come, or this one that has been judged?

      Now, considering the schools to which you send your children and the extra monies you pay,

      What have you done to send them to advanced spiritual schools? What have you done to ensure that your children cultivate determinant relationships?

      Some of our children were very close to Theodore. It was very good for them.

      What do you inspire in people?

      Who are the heroes of your children?

      Who are their role models?

      Whom are you actively helping them to be close to?

      Any idols left in our hearts will be planted in the hearts of the children.

      Song:

      
        
        
        Saviour, while my heart is tender,

        I will yield that heart to Thee,

        Suffer me to leave Thee never;

        Seal Thine image on my heart.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Saviour, while my heart is tender,

        I yield that heart to Thee;

        Don’t allow me to ever leave You,

        Seal Thine image on my heart.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Saviour, while my children’s hearts are tender,

        Cause them to yield those hearts to Thee,

        Suffer them to leave Thee never;

        Seal Thine image on their hearts.

      

      

      

      I want to ask you,

      
        	Are you a worldly parent, causing the image that is being sealed on their hearts to be tarnished?

        	What type of parent are you?

        	Are there great renunciations in your life to cause the image of great renunciations to be sealed on their hearts?

      

      Anyone who thinks that what is transmitted to children is just genes is deceived. The caprices of parents are transmitted. Their tendencies towards the love of God are transmitted. A divided heart is transmitted! The rich ruler’s type of heart is transmitted. The Pauline heart is transmitted.

      What have you transmitted?

      Can you say, “My consecration has made what I transmitted a great blessing to my children”? A parent who is a perpetual baby blocks the children from rising to great heights. It would have been good if some parents never reproduced, because of the corruption of their hearts. The irony is that such people go and overpopulate the earth, producing their kind.

      Do you feel like going near the sea there and weeping for your husband?

      Have you wept very often for your wife when you have seen her infatuation with the world and you know that your children will be like that?

      There is something in genetics, both natural and spiritual: If a hardworking woman marries a lazy man, the children will tend to take the laziness of the man and leave the woman’s hard work. As someone put it: Nature sides with hidden flaws.

      So, if you say, “I am strong here, let me marry a woman who is weak there,” the children will pick the weakness.

      The story is told that Socrates was very ugly but also very intelligent, and that there was a woman who was all beauty, but the cerebral hemisphere was very smooth. She was not intelligent. She was very foolish. One day, she came and told him, “Let’s get married, so that the children will inherit your wisdom, your intelligence and my beauty, my good looks.” He said, “Your speech just betrays you. What if they inherit my ugliness and your foolishness?” She was not wise enough to see that possibility.

      Do you see then the need for radical renunciations?

      Do you now see the curse of having played with the call of God to radical consecration for so long that it is totally engraved in the children?

      You thought you were very smart, you were cheating God. God cannot be cheated. Man can only deceive himself and his progeny.

      Do you now see the need for the whole matter of marriage to be taken more seriously in the Assemblies because of what may be inherited? Are you to be feared when it comes to considering your children as possible partners?

      DEDICATION OF THE BOOK: THE PRACTICE OF INTERCESSION

      Could we commit this book - “The Practice of Intercession” to the Lord and to the cause of the Gospel? It is the most practical of the books to teach you how to pray. I was just looking at prayer Bulletin Number Nine on Fasting Intercession for Cameroon. Request Number 8 says: “Lord, there are multitudes in our nation who have heard Your Gospel but take it lightly. Lord, pour Your Holy Spirit on all such so that they will be quickened to turn from sin and self to the Lord.” Is that not a need in this nation, and a need in many nations? Very many have heard the Gospel and they take it lightly. There is need for the second touch of God to lead to conversion.

      When I was in Pensacola, the owner of a radio station, Brother Steven Williams, said that he was just going to read this book on the radio to the people, chapter by chapter, page by page, paragraph by paragraph, prayer topic by prayer topic, if the Americans would learn to pray. He told me my books are the most difficult books he has ever read in his life, because they search your stomach, search your heart, search your head. But he said they are the most blessed to read also. He was reading this book for the third time, and he said he had read all the others on prayer at least three times. He had an operation recently and he said for all the time in the hospital, he was reading this book. And he said, “This is what America needs in order to avoid the judgment of God.”

      “The Practice of Intercession.” We thank God that it has been produced in Nigeria. I just thought about the fast we took some time in the past, “With the love of Jesus Christ to the Moslems.” We thank God that Christian Publishing House, Lagos has got the book out with something of the modern approach to covers, and even the production inside - inking and the like.

      We want to commit it to the Lord, pleading that the praying Lord on the throne might use this book to produce people like Him to wrestle in the nations. In it there are topics like:

      
        	Intercession for an individual,

        	Intercession for individuals,

        	Intercession for a family,

        	Intercession for an Assembly or Church,

        	Intercession for a city,

        	Intercession for a nation,

        	Intercession for a continent,

        	Intercession for Planet Earth.

      

      A full-time ministry of intercession; which may be what God is calling you into; which is what Henriette Mbarga has been in for nearly 8 years now is a full-time ministry of moving God to move someone, and the like. Yes, it is a full-time ministry of intercession. There are many full-time prophets and many full-time apostles, including some who have only led two people to Jesus, but they have become apostles.

      In Limbe, we met a Cameroonian who had loitered in Nigeria for a few years. When I met him I said, “Brother, who are you?” He told me, “I am Apostle Somebody.” I said to myself, “Wow! One of those rare occasions one has in life to meet an apostle!” I said, “Brother, how many churches have you planted?” He said, “None as yet.” I began to think that we were in danger. I said, “How many people have you led to the Lord?” He said, “Two,” and he was an apostle! I was just stupefied by the courage. The Devil must be working for a man who has led two people to the Lord to call himself an apostle.

      I am seeking some full-time ministers of intercession. In fact, I desperately need two people as full-time intercessors for the continent of Africa. We shall give them the chain where they are to shed their tears for the continent of Africa, day by day.

      It is as if we had enough full-time pastors, although we don’t have enough. It is as if we had enough full-time evangelists, even though we don’t have enough. But where are the full-time ministers of intercession? Comparatively, it is as if there were too many pastors. For every full-time pastor, we need a full-time intercessor.

      Let us intercede that God should use the book to set the Church aflame to pray, to inflame the leaders to pray to alter

      
        	the history of individuals,

        	the history of families,

        	the history of quarters,

        	the history of cities,

        	the history of churches,

        	the history of nations,

        	the history of continents,

      

      through the vigorous instrument of holy intercession.

      Let us pray that the book should fall where it must fall and that the seed should germinate to produce a praying people.

      Praise the Lord! The book costs N 450.00 = 3,000 CFA francs. The American hardcover is 9,000 francs. So this is sold at one-third of the price and, as you know, in the U.S. now paperback costs 50% of the hardcover. They normally cost around 60% of the hardcover. So this is an extremely good price. When you buy it, protect the back and you can use it for the next ten years.

      A Nigerian in Great Britain wrote to me. She wanted this book to be sent to her at her expense. She said that the one she had has been used and used until the cover and the pages are worn out from much use. We thank God for such users. It means that the Lord gave the Word, and they are chewing it. That is what we need today. The problem is that we don’t have eaters of books.

      Watchman Nee’s book, “What Shall This Man Do?” that got into my hands just when I was laying hold on the Ministry - I read it during four months. In the first reading, which I did on my knees, I could read only a page or half a page at a time. The book was concentrated stuff. But I have read it eight times through now.

      Deep books are not for superficial people. Superficial people will not get much out of it. If you buy this book, take it on a weekend for your first reading. Afterwards, begin to read a page at a time so that it might stir your spirit to go and pray. Whether we win in the future or not will depend upon how much we pray. Ask God to make you a lover of the books on prayer. It is absolutely important, and we have many of them. Very soon we shall have “Moving God Through Prayer.” We are waiting for it to come from France. We are waiting for “Practical Spiritual Warfare Through Prayer.” The Lagos Publishing House in Nigeria intends to produce “Practical Spiritual Warfare Through Prayer.” And in the U.S. when they heard that we had written “Waiting on God in Prayer” many people wanted to read it because such titles are not found in current literature, and many people don’t know what it is about. By God’s mercy we have been allowed to know something of what we write about from experience. You cannot read the books on prayer and remain the same. I was reading what Oswald Chambers wrote. He said:

      Prayer is the greater works.

      The Lord said, “Greater works than these shall you do because I go to the Father.” He said many believers think that they will pray so that the greater works happen. He said prayer is the greater works.

      The day before yesterday, I began a new series of teaching in Yaounde, teaching the leaders on the theme: What Prayer Does To The Praying Person. It will come out as a book because many people do not know what prayer does in the praying person. Next Tuesday, we shall have the second message.

      The person who does not pray is a caricature. He cannot know God. His character is out of symmetry with God.

      Why? Because Prayer is the place of change.

      One man enters into a prayer closet, another man comes out of it.

      The most dramatic changes take place in the prayer closet.

      Pray that men and women should love prayer literature.

      Brethren, let me tell you what happened. This year, I read 24 books on prayer from Spurgeon to Moody to Watchman Nee, all this year. Oh! and Spurgeon wrote. You can’t write deeply on prayer if you are not a man of prayer. A man who writes on prayer without deep experiences in the School of Prayer is a dangerous crook.

      One man gave me two books. I decided not to take them because the man has nothing in his life that reflects a bit of what the topic is about. He wrote Volume One and Volume Two. But the two books could have been squeezed into thirty pages. And he was selling each for $5.00. His co-worker said, “We wrote it because we want to make money.” The book was on angels. He deserved to be beaten by angels.

      If you have not made history in prayer, where else will you make history? Prayer is the greater works. Pray with clear goals for answers, using the dimension of praying with the spirit.

      I said to myself, “Before this year is out, I must pray six hours at a stretch in tongues,” that is, I start praying in tongues and I do not stop until I have prayed for six hours. I have been developing little by little, from 15 minutes to 20 minutes to 30 minutes,... When I left for the United States, I was at 1 hour 15 minutes. I came back at 2 hours of praying with tongues non-stop. I will not leave for India unless I am at 3 hours non-stop. I will keep training. By the end of the year, I must be able to pray at a stretch in tongues for 6 hours.

      You remember when we were in Cotonou the other year, God was talking to us about intensity in prayer. Now, He is talking to me about intensity with duration - sustained intensity. Because to blow “Bang” is great. But to make “Bang!!!” for a short time and to give “Bang!!!!!” for 1 hour, “Bang!!!!” for 2 hours, and then “Bang!!!!!!!” for 6 hours...!!!!! Listen, Brethren,

      Prayer is like physical exercise; you train the body for it.

      I got a magazine in Delta Airlines. They give it free. They were interviewing people who were going for the Olympics. The person with the minimum record said he was putting in 8 hours of training a day. Eight hours a day and into training his body in order to win a perishable medal! But we are training for the imperishable reward of God.

      Sustained intensity cannot come any other way than by practice. There is no other way to sustained intensity, or to fierce fighting for long periods except by goals set and goals pursued and goals accomplished.

      Sustained Aggressiveness! Sustained Intensity!

      
        	It is one thing to stand up and give 50% to God.

        	It is another thing to have years of giving 50% to God.

        	It is one thing to pray for a season.

        	It is another thing to have a life of sustained seasons of prayer.

        	It is one thing to carry out a long fast.

        	It is another thing to have a life plastered with long fasts,

        	a life plastered with prayer crusades,

        	a life plastered with heavy gifts to God,

        	a life plastered with sustained evangelism.

      

      If we had written only one book, it would have made no impact. For those of you who pray, last week in Yaounde we dedicated the 74th book entitled; “How To Lead A House Church.” Next week, we will dedicate the 75th book entitled: “A Missionary Heart And A Mission Life.” Both of them are thick books.

      Sustained intensity in prayer and fasting is part of spiritual aggressiveness. A long fast every year is sustained, then you decide to have two long fasts a year, then you work at three long fasts a year. Whether the Enemy likes it or not, he will collapse. Before, it was heavy blowing once a year. Now it is twice a year; then when you get to three times a year, his reserves will be knocked out.

      The Bible says in Deuteronomy 1:6-7

      
        
        “The Lord God said to us at Horeb, ‘You have stayed long enough at this mountain. Break camp and advance into the hill country of the Amorites; go to all the neighbouring peoples in the Arabah, in the mountains, in the western foothill, in the Negev and along the coast, to the land of the Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the great river, the Euphrates.’”

      

      

      You have stayed too long, you have stayed long enough at this mountain! You have stayed long enough at this mountain! You have remained at the same place for too long. It might have been a great place but you have stayed there for too long.

      Ruth Ndasi has done a 40-day fast every year for many years. If she had continued like that, she would have stayed too long at that place. One long fast a year, one 40-day fast a year!! It would have been great, but it would have been staying too long at that place. So this year, before her marriage she did a 40-day fast to support our Ministry. Then she did a 40-day fast to support the husband’s Ministry. And she plans to do a 40-day fast when they get to London. Already two 40-day fasts a year is intensified aggressiveness. It is changing the speed of knocking the Enemy. And something more glorious: Last year when she fasted, her disciple fasted thirty days with her. This year when she did 40 days, her disciple, Somma, also did forty days. She and her disciple are on a 14-day fast now to pray that they will be in London this month. Brother Joe Mbafor began to ask, “How can we send this disciple to join them there so that there is a fasting team?” And they really need fasting teams because some of the people there fast between breakfast and lunch. Some of them eat breakfast and eat supper, and it is a fast.

      You have stayed too long on that mountain! You have been going around that mountain for too long! I want to ask you:

      
        	Where does your strength lie?

        	Where does your spiritual strength lie?

        	Is it in prayer?

        	Is it in fasting?

        	Is it in giving?

        	Have you just been maintaining a routine in that domain?

      

      At the beginning it was only one fast a year! One 40-day fast a year, one 28-day or one 21-day fast a year. And now there are two a year! Then from there, three a year!

      You have stayed on this mountain long enough. Another version says, “You have been going around this mountain for too long.” You have been going around your giving God 25% for too long. You have been going around your giving God 20% for too long. You have stayed around your 7-day prayer crusades for too long. You have stayed long enough around your 2 hours of prayer a day. You have stayed too long around that place. The Lord is saying to us, “You have stayed long enough, too long on this mountain! Break camp and advance!” That is aggressiveness! Break camp! Shatter, your constructions! Break camp and advance. There is need to break camp! Shatter the camp! That is aggressiveness! Advance towards the hill country! Hey, some people have never broken camp, they have never advanced! They have been going round, round and round the same place for too long. That small church of 50 or 60 or 100 people, they have been turning around that small Church for too long. Break camp and advance, and move to 100 people and to 200 people and to 300 people and to 400 people and to 500 people.

      The Elders in Douala, we have heard that you have been around 1000 for too long! We command you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to break camp and advance into the 2000 area. And it is the Lord who calls us, who commands us to do it! Break camp and advance!

      Sustained aggressiveness! Was it Sister B’s voice I heard praying for a 21-day fast? Don’t do it, my dear sister. Your fasting level is to go on till you collapse. Don’t accept anything less than that. That is how to abandon the heights.

      Many brethren do not know the theory of long fasts. They don’t even know the theory of fasting. We are going to include it in the book entitled ‘Practical Helps For Fasting Believers’. Actually, we are going to write seven books on fasting. I got this message from the Lord; it is not Zach Fomum’s analysis. The Lord was teaching me that which I could read from no book. He said, “Partial Fasts is Hitting the Devil at this level.”

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      So you hit all the demons that can be hit at this level. Even if you do a million partial fasts, you will only be hitting the Enemy at that same level. In three-day fasts, you will strike all the demons from there down. In seven-day fasts, be they one, two or more of them, you will destroy increasing numbers, but of the same kind, and then right down. So the man who does a 7-day fast has done all the destruction that the person who can do 3-day fasts does. The same goes for fourteen-day fasts, 21-day fasts, 28-day fasts, 35-day fasts or 40-day fasts. And He said, “In the 40-day fast the Enemy is taken in the full range; all the power of hell is confronted. So if you are just thinking about quantitative warfare, you take these small demons and destroy all of them.” But He said, “If you get to 40 days, you have attacked the host of hell in its total range.” He told me, “That is why My Son went for one 40-day fast while He was in your world. And He took the Enemy full scale.” But He said, “Remember that He is fasting since He left your world.” In the book we have talked about the longest fast in history. This year is 2000 years since the Lord was born, and He lived for 34 years. He started His ministry at 30 years of age. So the Lord has been fasting unceasingly for 970 years. And He said to me, “If fasting were optional, the Lamb would not be fasting from the throne. If prayer were optional, the Lord would not be praying from the throne; because the Lord does not do anything except that which is absolutely necessary.”

      The Lord only does that which He must! Anything that can be left, He leaves it.

      Fasting and prayer are musts.

      That is why from the throne the Lamb fasts and prays.

      I want to say, looking at Scriptures, that the five most potent weapons against the Enemy (I am not putting them in order) are:

      
        	Fasting,

        	Prayer,

        	Giving to God,

        	Death to Self, and

        	The Will of God.

      

      Listen, anyone who goes into sustained fasting, is a man or woman of power.

      These people who do long fasts, because they take the Devil full scale, they may have many weaknesses in their lives, but when you meet them you just know that “they surpass you.” There is something released in fasting that just puts you ahead of the others. They may talk about your weaknesses, but you are just ahead of them. Why? You are taking the Devil full range.

      When you have been to the top of Mount Everest and you get to the top of Mount Cameroon, or even to the top of Mount Kilimanjaro, at the end of it you will be unfulfilled because you have known better days. When people who have known heights come down to do things below where they once walked, they are not fulfilled. They multiply all such stuff; they multiply their one-day, two-day, three-day fasts, but remain unfulfilled.

      I saw a man in Yaounde carrying six giant rats on a stick and he was moving with confidence as if he had done something great. I thought he should leave the road and be walking in the bush. When you kill six giant rats, have you done anything special? And he dared to be proud, moving with confidence that comes from giant rats! When I saw him, I was angry. I was even more angry because he seemed to be moving like a man who had done something. He could have hidden those rats in a bag and not carried them like a man who was displaying a conquest. Had it been that the man was carrying a baby lion, I would have joined those who gathered around him to ask him, “How did you do it?” If you kill giant rats, hide them, for fear that it sticks on you that you are a giant-rat hunter, because that name “giant-rat hunter” can stick on you.

      When I was 14, I asked one of my teachers, “What is the biggest degree one can get?” He told me it was the Ph.D. I said, “O.K., I shall get it.” And he told me the number of years that it would take to get it. So I wrote my name and I put the year. I said, “In 1972, my name will change to Dr. Fomum.” I missed it by six months. Listen, don’t go for giant rats.

      Sister B., you have been to the top of Mount Everest in fasting. If Mount Everest is a 40-day fast, and Mount Kilimanjaro is the 28-day fast, and Mount Cameroon is a 21-day fast, when you are on the top of Mount Cameroon, you will think about the top of Mount Everest and you will not be fulfilled, because

      God has put something in us that longs for spiritual heights. And without spiritual heights, we are unfulfilled.

      Listen, Brethren, you have to force it! Since 1976, every year, my wife and I have given God a bigger percentage and a larger sum, forcing it against the decreases in salary and devaluation, because

      God has given us a will to will and the will must be used to will that which God wills and see God execute it.

      So Sister, go on until you collapse; but this time you will not collapse.

      There was a man whose wife gave birth to the first child and it was a boy. The second child was a boy, the third child a boy, the fourth child a boy and the fifth child a boy. He is a Cameroonian, and he comes from a tribe where a baby boy means that you have done it. The wife became pregnant again. When I met him, he told me his wife had given birth. I asked him, “What sex is it?” He told me, “What other sex can my wife give birth to?”

      Be the person whom when you say you are on a fast, nobody will bother to ask: “How many days?” because: “Which other fast can you do?”

      Part of spiritual aggressiveness is settling in your heart that you will not stop short of the winning point or the collapsing point. That is aggressiveness.

      Sister I.G. is hypertensive and diabetic. But she did a 40-day fast, drinking only water. I am not telling you to go and imitate her if that is your condition. Get your healing from the Lamb. What I want to say is that in the laws of spiritual aggressiveness the consequences are ignored until the victory is accomplished. The laws of aggressiveness demand that the consequences be ignored until the victory is attained.

      The laws of spiritual aggressiveness demand that the consequences be ignored until the victory is attained.

      We are where we are in our giving to God just by stubbornness — a stubbornness to increase the percentage every year, and to increase the amount every year.

      God has given us a will. We will it. We use it. Some people have hung their own will up and said God should will for them. God will not will for you; you must rise up and use your will.

      Brother Joe Mbafor and I belong to the same research team. One of the reasons why I didn’t come on Tuesday was that I had to write a letter to accompany our most recent publication. He knows that we have stayed where we are just by stubbornness, using our money to buy chemicals, where others have allowed things to collapse while they waited for money to come from other sources. We need a drum of ethyl acetate and a drum of ethanol. We are going to pay for it from our pockets because we will not allow the research group to collapse because fools are misusing the research monies. Listen,

      The world belongs to the stubborn.

      Those who say it must happen, will see it happen.

      We are trusting God that He will give us some compounds to sell that will make us recover our money and make a profit. But we have to sacrifice first. Some people want the blessings to come before the sacrifice.

      Victory is won by forcing things!

      Some people had too easy a childhood. I remember when we were children, we used to play a game that consisted in knocking each other with the shoulder. One day, we knocked till 2.00 a.m. to get the champion. Some people were from college, the other ones were from the primary school. The primary school people said, “We will bring this your college thing to nothing.” We had to knock to defend the matter of being in secondary school. By 1.30 we were still wrestling for the crown. During break, those of us from secondary school went and discussed afresh. We said if we allowed ourselves to be beaten, we would never open our mouths again in that quarter. When it was 2.00 o’clock our flag was flying high when we were going away - by sheer determination, by a stubborn refusal to accept a “No!”

      By a stubborn refusal to accept a “No”, mighty battles are won.

      The world belongs to the stubbornly determined!

      Matthew 11:12: From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it.

      The Kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing — forcing all obstacles! From the days of John the Baptist, the Kingdom of God has been forcefully advancing! Is it advancing in your heart?

      
        	in fasting,

        	in long fasts,

        	in long prayer crusades,

        	in bleeding giving,

        	in bleeding dying to self,

        	in bleeding adoption of the will of God,

        	in bleeding fasting,

        	in bleeding praying,

        	in bleeding sacrifice,

        	in bleeding dying to self,

        	in bleeding redemption of time, redeeming time in order to invest it into the cause of the Gospel.

      

      Song:

      
        
        
        When I see the Blood,

        When I see the Blood,

        When I see the Blood,

        I will pass over you.

      

      

      

      There is the trail of Blood marked by :

      
        	sacrificial praying,

        	bleeding praying,

        	bleeding fasting,

        	bleeding giving to the Lord,

        	bleeding dying to self,

        	bleeding putting on of the will of God,

      

      that brings the powers of hell to nothing.

      The trail of Blood — Where is it in your life? Where is the bleeding? Is it in fasting?

      Sister B. collapsed, was it on the 36th day? And she stood up and finished the fast. A small woman. “Small no be sick.” And men cannot fast. They look so big, they have such big muscles but they love food. We the men, shall go away from this island, covenanting to separate ourselves from food. When they did the fast here, three men and two women completed the 40-day fast. When they did it in Douala, it was Brother A. alone who saved the men from a total scandal. He is the only man who crawled through. He even told me that he crawled through because his wife refused to agree with him that he should stop it. That refusal was historic because at the end of the fast it would have just been women.

      There is an evil going on! The men are gradually handing over the leadership to the women in fasting, in prayer, even in giving. In Yaounde, Sister E.K., Sister E. N., Sister H.M., Sister C.B., are the names that are frequent in the prayer circles. And you could continue with others - Sister I.G., Sister H.K., and you could continue. But listen, I am not going to surrender the leadership to women. In India, I will finish my third 40-day prayer crusade for the year. The first one of 42 days we did it together. The next one of 44 days I did it alone. And the third one of 400 hours I will do it alone. I cut ten days off to put them in when I shall be in India. But it will be 400 hours of prayer and there will be one more at the end of the year that will end up with 10 days of locking myself up with God alone. I am not going to surrender the leadership to women.

      Have you surrendered the leadership to women?

      At any cost I will do a long fast before the year ends. And during the ten days of locking myself up alone with God, I will be fasting. Next year will be aggressive returning to many long fasts and many long prayer crusades. Brothers, who has bewitched you to hand the leadership to the women? Leadership in fasting! Leadership in prayer! Who has bewitched you to give up prayer and fasting to become a sneaky diplomat that speaks words: “C’est moi qui ai le commandement” = “I am the one in command”?

      Men command by fasting. They command by prayer. From the time of John the Baptist until now, the Kingdom of heaven has been FORCEFULLY ADVANCING...!

      May God write it on your heart. May He stamp it on your heart that the Kingdom of God advances forcefully, that the power of the Enemy is so present that only force will crush it and create room for the victories of our God.
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