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    For those who fear the silence in empty rooms.

      

    



  	
        
            
            The house doesn't haunt you — it consumes you."

      

    


Chapter 1 — The Arrival

The car crawled up the narrow gravel path as thunder rumbled overhead.

Mark Thompson glanced at his wife, Julia, who stared uneasily at the towering house ahead. Their daughter, Lily, sat silently in the backseat, eyes wide, clutching her stuffed rabbit.

"There it is," Mark whispered. "Our new beginning."

The house loomed like a silent predator—an enormous Victorian mansion with sagging gables, crooked windows, and ivy choking its stone exterior. Ravenwood Hill had stood abandoned for years. The real estate agent called it a fixer-upper with potential. Mark called it affordable. Julia called it unnerving.

The front gate creaked open by itself as the car approached.

"Did you see that?" Julia asked, her voice tight.

"Wind," Mark replied quickly.

Lily’s small voice broke the tension.

"Mommy... I don’t like it here."

Inside, the air was colder than outside. The smell of damp rot and ancient wood filled their lungs as they stepped inside. The foyer was grand once—a sweeping staircase, chandelier dangling precariously—but everything sagged under time’s weight.

Julia touched the wall gently. It felt warm. Almost like... breath.

"Did you feel that?" she asked.

Mark shook his head. "It's just nerves. It's an old house."
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