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    This book is dedicated to the sovereign men and women who refuse to live as subjects.To those who speak when silence is demanded, who deny fraud when others submit, and who stand in honour even when the price is high.

This book is offered to inspire thought, not to give legal advice. Each reader remains responsible for their own actions and choices.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "When rulers presume authority, silence is taken as consent. Freedom lives only when the people speak."
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​​​​​​Introduction
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Consent is the thread that runs through every law, every contract, and every system of authority. Without it, no obligation can exist. This is not a modern idea but an ancient truth recognized in maxims of law across cultures and centuries. Consent makes the law. No man is bound without his agreement. These principles are as old as justice itself, and yet they are the most forgotten truths of modern America.

The colonists knew this principle well. They had lived under a king who presumed their consent at every turn. Taxes were demanded as if tribute were natural. Licenses were imposed as if rights were privileges. Courts sat in judgment as if authority flowed downward from a crown. But the colonists remembered the deeper law. They knew that consent is the true foundation of obligation. When they declared independence, they were not inventing new rights. They were withdrawing presumed consent. They were saying, in one voice, “We do not agree. We do not consent. We are sovereign.”

This book is written for Americans who feel the same weight pressing on them today. The names have changed but the system remains. Where the crown once presumed authority, Washington now presumes it. Where redcoats once patrolled the streets, federal agents now stand. 

Where Parliament once imposed taxes without consent, agencies now demand tribute under threat. The method is unchanged: rulers presume, subjects remain silent, and consent is taken where none was given. The only remedy then, as now, is to remember that silence is not consent when it denies truth.

The maxim of law declares that he who does not deny, admits. Tyranny thrives on this maxim by turning silence into agreement. When a notice arrives and you remain quiet, your silence is treated as consent. When a court summons appears and you walk into the courtroom without objection, your presence is treated as agreement. When a license is demanded and you accept it, your signature is treated as submission. Each of these acts is a form of consent, whether freely given or silently presumed. The colonists broke this cycle by speaking, and that is the first lesson for the sovereign today.

History shows that rulers will always test the boundaries of consent. Rome demanded tribute from its provinces. Monarchs across Europe demanded oaths of loyalty. The crown demanded taxes, quartering, and obedience from the colonies. Washington demands compliance with statutes, codes, and policies. Each system survives only as long as the people remain quiet. The moment men and women refuse in honor, the illusion collapses. Authority cannot exist without agreement. Even force cannot create obligation. It can only impose fear, and fear is not law.

The American Revolution itself was an act of consent withdrawn. The Declaration of Independence is a lawful notice structured like an affidavit. It begins with principles: that all men are created equal and endowed with unalienable rights. It lists facts: the grievances against the king. It concludes with remedy: the colonies are free and independent states. This format mirrors the very structure of notice and affidavit used today by those who live sovereignty. It is evidence that the Revolution was not rebellion, but a lawful withdrawal of consent.

Modern America has buried this truth under mountains of statutes and codes. Citizens are taught that rights are privileges, that licenses are required for natural acts, and that silence is harmless. Yet beneath it all, the principle remains. Consent makes the law. Without it, rulers are naked. With it, they become masters. The choice is not theirs. It is yours.

This book will guide you through that choice. It will show how silence is taken as consent, how contracts are presumed, and how licenses convert rights into privileges. It will explain conditional acceptance as the lawful way to answer rulers: “Yes, on proof of claim.” It will trace the colonists’ rejection of presumed consent and apply their lessons to modern America. It will show how sovereignty is not theory but daily practice, rooted in the choices you make about when and how to consent.

Consent is the hidden battlefield of freedom. Wars may be fought with guns and cannons, but sovereignty is won or lost in the small moments of agreement. A signature on a paper. A silence in response to a notice. A step into a courtroom without objection. These are the true battlefields. The colonists understood this. That is why they refused stamps, duties, and oaths. That is why they placed their refusals in writing. That is why they declared independence. You must remember the same.

The Spirit of 1776 was the spirit of refusal. It was the act of withdrawing consent in honor and standing by it, no matter the cost. That spirit is not gone. It is waiting within every man and woman who dares to live free. The purpose of this book is to awaken that spirit in you, to remind you that you hold the power of consent, and to show you how to live it daily.

Consent does not disappear when ignored. It hides in plain sight, waiting to be claimed again. The colonists proved this when they shifted from subjects to sovereigns. For decades they had endured taxation, quartering, and decrees without open objection. Silence gave the crown the appearance of power. But when petitions were written, when assemblies were held, when declarations were signed, silence ended. Consent was withdrawn, and authority collapsed. The crown could not maintain its illusion when the people spoke in honor.

This same principle applies today. Agencies presume your consent because most remain silent. Notices arrive, fees are demanded, taxes are withheld, and courts issue judgments, all without signed contracts. The system survives not because it is lawful but because it is unchallenged. Each man and woman is offered the same choice as the colonists: remain silent and live as subject, or speak and live as sovereign.

The maxim of law that “consent makes the law” is not a technical detail. It is the foundation of justice. Without agreement there is no obligation. This is why contracts must be voluntary. This is why fraud voids agreements. This is why duress destroys validity. The colonists knew this instinctively. When Parliament claimed authority over them, they asked a simple question: where is the contract? None was shown. Their refusal was lawful, because presumption is not proof.

Modern rulers rely on the same fraud. They frame statutes as obligations and enforce them as if you had signed. They claim benefits are evidence of agreement, ignoring the maxim that no man is bound to accept a benefit against his will. They treat silence as consent, even when silence is only fear or ignorance. The sovereign man or woman exposes this fraud by demanding evidence of agreement. If no contract exists, there is no lawful obligation. This is not rebellion. It is truth.

The difference between subject and sovereign lies in awareness. The subject assumes that rulers have authority by default. The sovereign knows that authority exists only by consent. 

The subject signs papers without reading, pays bills without questioning, and appears in court without objection. The sovereign asks, “Where is the contract? Where is the evidence of agreement?” The subject is bound by presumption. The sovereign is free by rebuttal.

This book is written to sharpen that awareness. Each chapter will explore how consent is hidden, assumed, and manipulated. It will show how silence binds, how licenses deceive, how taxation relies on presumption, and how courts gain jurisdiction only when you submit. It will explain the lawful tools of rebuttal: notice, affidavit, and conditional acceptance. It will connect the colonists’ refusal of dishonor with your own choices today. The goal is not rebellion, but remembrance. It is to remind you of what has always been true: sovereignty lives in consent.

The Spirit of 1776 was born when enough men and women remembered this truth. They withdrew their consent and placed their refusal on record. That act transformed them from tenants of empire to sovereign people. The same spirit waits in you. The same choice lies before you. Will you remain silent and allow presumption to bind you? Or will you reclaim your freedom by living in honor and refusing to consent to dishonor?

Consent is not abstract. It is daily. It is in every signature, every silence, every response or lack of response. It is in how you answer notices, how you approach courts, how you handle licenses, and how you accept or reject obligations. 

The colonists made their choice in grand declarations. You make yours in smaller acts each day. The principle is the same. Consent is the foundation of sovereignty.

This introduction closes with a call to attention. Do not take consent lightly. Do not assume that silence is harmless. Do not forget that every agreement you give, or fail to deny, becomes part of your chains or your freedom. The colonists remembered in time. You must do the same. This book is your reminder that liberty is not granted but lived, and the way you live it begins with consent.
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​​​​​​Chapter 1: Consent Creates Obligation
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The first maxim of law that every sovereign man and woman must remember is simple: consent makes the law. Without consent, no contract is binding, no statute is lawful, and no obligation exists. This maxim is not opinion. It is one of the oldest truths recognized across cultures. It is the cornerstone of equity and fairness. Agreements are lawful only when both sides consent freely, knowingly, and without deceit. If any of these elements is missing, the agreement is void.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
LIBERTY*
CONSENT

RECLAIMING FREEDOM
THROUGH THE LAW
OF CONSENT

ROGER DAVIES





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





