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The police station was abuzz with activity. Mary hurried out of the jail, clutching her hands to her chest.

What should I do?

Nobody looked at her, but at the same time, everybody looked at her. People sometimes treated nuns like disabled people—rude to look directly at, but too interesting to avoid looking at out of the corner of their eyes. So Mary never saw anyone look right at her, but she could tell that people here kept checking her out.

She was used to that. She didn't like it, but she was used to. She had become a nun when she was young and more than a little bit heavy. She'd lost the weight over the last few years due to a low-carb diet. Now she had a considerable amount of excess skin around her belly. It was unsightly, but it wasn't obvious in her habit. In a habit, she looked like she might have an amazing body. In a habit, her face looked cherubic and attractive. In a habit, I look like a whore trying to pretend she's a nun. That thought made Mary giggle.

She went to the waiting area. There were often children there in need of counseling. That was what Sister Mary did here. She came to the police station at least once a week to provide whatever services she could do to the people in jail, as well as counsel the officers and whoever else was around. The cops put up with her, but she could tell they would rather she didn't come by.
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