
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Soteriology


[image: ]




Understanding Our Great Salvation



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


The Bible Teacher’s Guide



Gregory Brown


[image: ]




[image: C:\Users\Gregory\Desktop\Scribd Sermons\BTG Logo Small.jpg]

Copyright © 2020 Gregory Brown

Unless otherwise noted, the primary Scriptures used are taken from the NET Bible ® copyright © 1996-2016 by Biblical Studies Press, L.L.C. All rights reserved. 

Holy Bible, New International Version ®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Scripture quotations marked (ESV) are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®) Copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, Copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (NASB) are taken from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, and 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.

Scripture quotations marked (KJV) are from the King James Version of the Bible.

All emphases in Scripture quotations have been added.

BTG Publishing all rights reserved.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Endorsements



[image: ]




“The Bible Teacher’s Guide ... will help any teacher study and get a better background for his/her Bible lessons. In addition, it will give direction and scope to teaching of the Word of God.  Praise God for this contemporary introduction to the Word of God.”

—Dr. Elmer Towns

Co-founder of Liberty University

Former Dean, Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary
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“Expositional, theological, and candidly practical! I highly recommend The Bible Teacher’s Guide for anyone seeking to better understand or teach God’s Word.”

—Dr. Young–Gil Kim

Founding President, Handong Global University
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“Helpful to both the layman and the serious student, The Bible Teacher’s Guide, by Dr. Greg Brown, is outstanding!”

—Dr. Neal Weaver

President, Louisiana Baptist University
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"Whether you are preparing a Bible study, a sermon, or simply wanting to dive deeper into a personal study of God's Word, these will be very helpful tools."

—Eddie Byun

Associate Professor of Christian Ministry, Biola University

Author of Justice Awakening
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"I am happy that Greg is making his insights into God's truth available to a wider audience through these books. They bear the hallmarks of good Bible teaching: the result of rigorous Bible study and thoroughgoing application to the lives of people."

—Ajith Fernando

Teaching Director, Youth for Christ

Author of A Call to Joy and Pain
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"The content of the series is rich. My prayer is that God will use it to help the body of Christ grow strong."

—Dr. Min Chung

Senior Pastor, Covenant Fellowship Church, Urbana, Illinois

Adjunct Professor, Urbana Theological Seminary
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"Knowing the right questions to ask and how to go about answering them is fundamental to learning in any subject matter. Greg demonstrates this convincingly."

—Dr. William Moulder

Professor of Biblical Studies, Trinity International University
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"Pastor Greg is passionate about the Word of God, rigorous and thorough in his approach to the study of it... I am pleased to recommend The Bible Teacher's Guide to anyone who hungers for the living Word."

—Dr. JunMo Cho

Professor of Linguistics, Handong Global University

Contemporary Christian Music Recording Artist
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“I can't imagine any student of Scripture not benefiting by this work.”

—Steven J. Cole

Pastor, Flagstaff Christian Fellowship, Flagstaff, Arizona

Author of the Riches from the Word series
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“Greg deals with the principles, doctrines, and applications of the text in a practical way which is useful for both individual growth or for help in preparation for teaching.”

—Bob Deffinbaugh

Ministry Coordinator, Bible.org

Founding Pastor, Community Bible Chapel, Richardson, Texas

Thank you for downloading a book from the Bible Teacher’s Guide series. If you would like to download FREE BTG books in the future, please go to thebibleteachersguide.com and enter your email address. After, you will receive the free booklet Characteristics of Spirit-led Prayer. Thanks for your partnership in this ministry. Many blessings, 

Author, Gregory Brown
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And entrust what you heard me say in the presence of many others as witnesses to faithful people who will be competent to teach others as well. 

2 Timothy 2:2 (NET)




––––––––
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Paul’s words to Timothy still apply to us today. The church needs teachers who clearly and fearlessly teach the Word of God. With this in mind, The Bible Teacher’s Guide (BTG) series was created. This series includes both expositional and topical studies, with resources to help teachers lead small groups, pastors prepare sermons, and individuals increase their knowledge of God’s Word.

Soteriology can be used for personal study or as a six to eight session small group curriculum, depending on how the leader divides up the topics. For small groups, the members will read a chapter (or chapters) and discuss the reflection questions and anything else that stood out in the reading within their gathering. Or, the chapter can be read before the gathering, with the meeting focusing only on discussion. 
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But in your case, dear friends, even though we speak like this, we are convinced of better things relating to salvation.

Hebrews 6:9 




––––––––

[image: ]


What is salvation? Why do humans need it? And what is its process? The doctrine of salvation essentially teaches how humans are condemned to an eternal hell by a just and righteous God because of their sins. However, instead of condemning all of humanity without any hope of redemption, God provided a means of salvation, so that the condemned may become righteous and dwell eternally with him in a place of blessing.

Though an individual’s salvation happens instantaneously—at a moment in time—there is a traceable process to the experience. Theologians call this ordo salutis, which is Latin for the order of salvation.​[1] In Romans 8:30, Paul describes many aspects of this process. He says, “And those he predestined, he also called; and those he called, he also justified; and those he justified, he also glorified.” In this study, we will consider salvation by exploring some of the elements within the order of it, the gospel message, and theological issues associated with salvation such as, “Why does God elect people to salvation?” “How does a believer become more like Christ?” “Can a believer lose his salvation?” and “How does a person know if he or she is truly saved?” The intent behind studying these is that we’ll be able to know the true gospel in contrast with a false gospel, gain wisdom to grow in our sanctification, develop hope in our future glorification, and increase our sense of awe and joy in the great salvation that God planned for us. May God abundantly bless your study and give you transforming insight!
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Often when investigating salvation, people immediately consider the present aspect of salvation—how a person can be delivered from eternal judgment for his sins. However, each person’s salvation begins before time. This is known as the doctrine of election or predestination. Scripture teaches that before time, God chose some to salvation and passed over others. This is a very difficult doctrine, but it is taught throughout the New Testament. Consider some of the verses:

Ephesians 1:4-6 says:


For he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world that we may be holy and unblemished in his sight in love. He did this by predestining us to adoption as his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the pleasure of his will—to the praise of the glory of his grace that he has freely bestowed on us in his dearly loved Son.



Paul taught that believers were chosen (or elected) before the foundation of the earth. They were predestined to become children of God. Likewise, in 2 Timothy 1:9, Paul said: “He is the one who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not based on our works but on his own purpose and grace, granted to us in Christ Jesus before time began.” The basis of God’s choosing was not works that these people did, since God chose them before time. He chose them based on his own purpose and grace. In fact, in Acts, when people accepted Christ, Luke, the narrator, often pointed to their election before time. Acts 13:48 says, “When the Gentiles heard this, they began to rejoice and praise the word of the Lord, and all who had been appointed for eternal life believed.” Furthermore, the apostle John, describes how in the end times, everybody will be deceived by the Antichrist except those whose names were written in the book of life before God created the earth—referring to the elect. Revelation 17:8 says:


The beast you saw was, and is not, but is about to come up from the abyss and then go to destruction. The inhabitants of the earth—all those whose names have not been written in the book of life since the foundation of the world—will be astounded when they see that the beast was, and is not, but is to come.



Certainly, this is a challenging and potentially disturbing doctrine, but Scripture clearly teaches it. 

Why Did God Elect Some to Salvation?

Though controversial, everybody believes in election, since it’s so clearly and repetitively taught in Scripture (cf. Eph 1:4, 2 Thess 2:13, 2 Tim 1:9, John 15:16, Col 3:12, etc.). However, not everybody agrees on why God elects (and some disagree about who God elects). Some believe that God elects based simply on his right as God, apart from any merit or future merit in those called. (This is the Reformed view often held by Presbyterians, Reformed Baptists, Reformed Church of America, etc.). Others believe God elects based on his foreknowing the fact that specific persons would accept Christ as their Lord and Savior in the future. (This is the Arminian view often held by Wesleyans, Methodists, Pentecostals, etc.). Those who believe this perspective point to verses like Romans 8:30 which says: “because those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.” Also, 1 Peter 1:1-2 says: “...who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father by being set apart by the Spirit for obedience and for sprinkling with Jesus Christ’s blood.” Clearly, these texts say that God’s foreknowledge is the basis of election. However, those who disagree with the view that God elects based on his foreknowing that people would accept him, point out that this “foreknowledge” is not referring to knowing certain facts about a person, it is referring to knowing somebody intimately and experientially in a saving manner. This is how the word is used in 1 Corinthians 8:3. It says, “But if someone loves God, he is known by God.” To be “known by God” here means to be known in a saving sense. Christ also uses “know” in this way. When talking about those who professed him as Lord in the end times but weren’t truly saved, Christ said to them, “I never knew you” (Matt 7:23). 
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