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Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net

––––––––
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide

[image: Maily spielt Fußball im Sonnenschein]

Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

Magic Under the Munich Lights

The crowd inside the Allianz Arena rose to its feet as Jamal Musiala glided forward with the ball, moving with a smooth, almost musical rhythm. Under the bright Munich lights, he slipped past one defender, spun away from another, and accelerated with effortless grace. His touch was soft, precise, almost weightless. A quick turn. A calm strike. The ball slid into the bottom corner, and the stadium exploded in applause. Musiala lifted his head with a quiet smile — humble, calm, and full of joy.

This was the magic fans had come to expect. By 2025, Musiala had become one of Bayern Munich’s most creative stars and a key player for the German national team. He didn’t just play football — he painted it. Every dribble was a brushstroke, every movement a rhythm, every goal a spark of imagination. People described him as elegant, fearless, and wonderfully unpredictable.

But long before Europe called him a prodigy, he was simply a boy shaped by different countries, different cultures, and one shared passion.

A Journey Shaped by Two Worlds

Born in Stuttgart in 2003, raised in Fulda and later South London, Jamal grew up between Germany and England. This mix shaped not only his identity, but his style: a blend of German discipline and English street creativity. As a child, he practiced endlessly in parks, schoolyards, and small courts. Coaches remembered him as the kid who always carried a ball; friends remembered him as the boy who dribbled past everyone for fun.

His mother encouraged education and curiosity. His father supported his dream with quiet determination. When young Jamal joined Chelsea’s academy, he sharpened his technique. When he moved to Bayern Munich, he blossomed into one of the most exciting playmakers in world football.

His performances at the 2022 World Cup and Euro 2024 proved he belonged on the global stage. Fans across continents saw the same thing: a player who moves like a dancer, thinks like a strategist, and plays with the heart of an artist.

When Jamal Musiala steps onto the pitch, there is always the same feeling in the air — the sense that something beautiful is about to happen.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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A Childhood Shaped by Movement and Curiosity

Jamal Musiala was born on February 26, 2003, in Stuttgart, Germany, into a warm, multicultural family that valued learning, creativity, and kindness. His father, Daniel, came from Nigeria and carried a deep love for rhythm, movement, and sport. His mother, Carolin, from Germany, brought calmness, intelligence, and a passion for education. Together, they created a home filled with encouragement, laughter, and the belief that dreams grow best when a child feels supported.

When Jamal was still very young, the family moved to Fulda, a quiet town surrounded by parks, friendly neighbors, and open green spaces. This peaceful environment became the stage of his earliest memories. From the moment he could walk, he rarely stood still. His parents remember him dancing around the living room, running across the garden with unstoppable energy, and chasing any object that rolled like a ball. Even before turning three, he showed remarkable balance and coordination. Friends who visited the family often said, “He moves like he’s floating.”

In Fulda’s playgrounds, Jamal invented small games, dribbled toy balls through imaginary defenders, and created stories with every movement. Football wasn’t just a sport—it was his language, his rhythm, his way of exploring the world. He talked softly to the ball, laughed when he stumbled, and tried again each time with even more joy. His parents encouraged this curiosity, reminding him that the most important part of learning was to enjoy the journey.

These years built the foundation of his personality: calm, gentle, thoughtful, and quietly determined. The qualities that would later define him at Bayern Munich and with Germany were born here, in the soft, familiar corners of Fulda.

A Life-Changing Move to London

When Jamal was seven, life brought a major change. His mother received an opportunity to study in South London, and the entire family made the move. For many children, such a shift—new language, new school, new culture—might feel overwhelming. But Jamal embraced it with his natural calmness and curiosity. He listened carefully, observed quietly, and adapted quickly.

London opened an entirely new world of football. On nearly every corner, children played small-sided games: in schoolyards, on concrete courts tucked between apartment buildings, on crowded parks where enthusiasm mattered far more than space. The streets were loud, energetic, filled with quick touches, sharp turns, and fearless dribbling. Jamal watched with fascination. This was a different rhythm from Germany—more chaotic, more playful, more expressive.

Soon he joined in. Despite being new, he fit right in because he played with imagination rather than force. Older kids took notice immediately. His steps were light, his turns unexpected, his dribbling delicate and smooth. One boy told a teacher, “He plays like the ball is part of him.” Compliments like these fueled his motivation, but Jamal never showed off. He simply played because the game made him feel alive.

At school, he was remembered as polite, focused, and kind. Teachers appreciated how he listened attentively and embraced challenges. He made friends easily, often bridging groups with his gentle nature. His ability to adapt—shaped by his multicultural background and family support—became one of his greatest strengths.

Discovering His Gift

As football became more central to his life, Jamal joined local teams where coaches quickly noticed his exceptional touch. His movements looked almost like a dance. He anticipated spaces before they opened and controlled the ball with the softness of an artist shaping clay. Every step felt smooth, intentional, and natural.

An early coach in London once said, “He has the vision of a playmaker and the feet of a dancer.” This observation captured the essence of young Jamal perfectly. He didn’t force the game. He felt it.
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