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To Christa Brown,

and to the memory of 

Danni Moss and Ken Pulliam
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A Note to Readers

[image: ]




Victims of abuse have been written off, discarded, and even vilified in the pulpits of the Independent Baptists and the Southern Baptist Convention. Complaints against these groups and evidence of each case, individually, only result in counter-accusations that victims and survivors are “painting with a broad brush.” 

Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) President Frank Page has accused critics of the SBC's refusal to  identify and defrock sexually abusive SBC pastors, as being opportunists motivated by personal gain. When pressed, he refused to name any group, specifically, who is seeking to gain from alerting the public of sexually abusive SBC clergy.

"While I do not believe the problem [of clergy sex abuse of children] is systemic and large-scale, there have been several reported cases of abuse by trusted members of staff in our churches," Page allowed. 

This book shows that the problem of clergy sex abuse in conservative Baptist churches is, indeed, large scale. Patterson has also claimed that the sexual abuse survivor group called SNAP is “just as reprehensible as sex criminals.” When asked by SNAP to reconsider his words, Patterson would not reply to them.

Early reformers of the Independent Baptists, including Voyle Glover and Vic Nischik were threatened, slandered, and had their belongings vandalized. Since starting my own documentation of clergy sex abuse among conservative churches, my life has been threatened three times. I have been depicted online as promiscuous and as a drug addict, a drunkard, and a witch, this in spite of the fact that I have pursued advocacy through the model of the New Testament Church, a model that Baptist churches do not follow.

The reality is that survivors of sexual abuse from Baptist clergy have tried again and again to negotiate change from Baptist leadership in how sexual abuse cases are handled: pleading for accountability among Baptist clergy and a tracking database so that offenders cannot remain in or re-enter the ministry. To all these pleas, Baptist leadership has, at best, turned a deaf ear, and at worst has countered with threats and intimidation. 

The sexual abuse of children in Baptist churches is not going to go away. This record (which is valid and yet still incomplete, as there are more cases that are still coming to light every single month, often weekly) shows that the sexual abuse of children by Baptist church officers is neither rare nor merely incidental. The sexual abuse of children is part and parcel of the cultures of the Independent Baptists and Southern Baptists. 

Jeri Massi
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What the Bible Teaches About the Discipline of Church Elders and Church Officers
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The very first requirement of an elder (pastor) in the Bible is that he must be blameless – a man to whom no scandal is attached (I Timothy 3:7) . How could a church that claims to obey the Lord Jesus Christ, know that a man hindered a police investigation into allegations of child molestation, and yet take that man on as a pastor? Or keep him as pastor?

A pastor must also have a good report from people outside of Christianity (I Timothy 3:7) How could a church know that a pastor, deacon, elder, teacher, is facing multiple allegations of sexual perversion against children and fail to take action?

The pastor must be vigilant, sober, and of good behavior. That is, self controlled and wise in behavior (I Timothy 3:2). So how could church leaders  retain a man as pastor who  exploits others for sex?

The Bible clearly teaches that the church must receive accusations against elders with a due process, and that elders who have grossly sinned are to be rebuked before the church at large (I Tim 5:19-20) , for the protection and sanctity of Christendom. 

Public rebuke is required for fallen elders. Nothing is to be kept secret. That is clear. Firing a fallen pastor,  merely letting him walk away to go where ever he chooses, without making any statement about  his scandal or the danger he presents to others, is a disobedient method of handling grossly sinning pastors/elders. The Bible commands that grossly sinning people who profess to be Christians are to be documented. A public record is to be kept so that those who would harm the innocent in the church can be recognized for what they are. (II Thessalonians 3:6-7; II Thessalonians 3:14-15; I Corinthians 5:11)

Paul and John alike certainly called out people, even by name, when they disrupted the church.

But the Southern Baptist Convention and the Independent Baptists neatly wash their hands of these obligations to protect Christendom. The result is massive corruption in Baptist churches.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Dangerous Fallacies Embraced By Churches
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Firing a pastor is not church discipline. In the New Testament, erring or sinning church members and church elders were not thrown out unless a due process was followed. They were rebuked; they were called upon to repent (in public), and they were then discipled so that the church leadership could examine if their repentance was real. And in serious cases, the church at large was notified of the issue. Paul wrote openly to all the local churches in Corinth, a city-state, about the failure of their elders to properly discipline a sexually sinful young man. His rebuke was public, and the details of the case were public.

Paul also openly rebuked Peter for Judaizing. He wrote about it to the churches. No secrecy there. John openly discussed and rebuked the sins of the elder Diotrephes in a church letter and promised to come personally and deal with the matter.

If a person’s repentance was not validated by “the fruits of repentance,” as John the Baptist called them, that person was then put out of the church (excommunicated). In II Corinthians, when sufficient time had passed for Paul and church members to see that the sexually sinful man has put away his sin and was still mourning over losing his place in the church, Paul ordered him to be received back with kindness. But there was no secrecy in any of this. Nothing was agreed upon in private. No back room deals. Nobody was discretely let out a back door to continue on to some other unsuspecting congregation.

Firing a predatory pastor simply puts him back into a position where he can find a new church to prey upon victims.

This again points out another fallacy of policy in Baptist churches: the legal system convicts and acquits people of crimes. The church deals with sin, particularly in its elders. The church is not to dump a matter onto the legal system and leave it there (though the church is subject to civil authority, so it must cooperate with police investigations). 

If we look at the books of Timothy and Titus, we see that elders (in the plural) are to hear allegations before witnesses about any sinning elder. Those elders who rule in the matter are to make a public example of any grossly sinning elder so that the simple will recognize how seriously the church regards the requirements for righteousness in its leadership, and so the name of Christ will be blameless.

The legal system has often been forced to acquit many a man that investigators knew were guilty. Being acquitted in a court of law does not mean a man has not grossly, wickedly sinned. The  unwillingness of Baptists to police themselves and audit their own leaders is another indication of willful rebellion against God and His Word. The total immunity that a Baptist pastor enjoys has created a Baptist culture where child molesting will not be eradicated, and so child molesting has become part of that culture.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


What to Expect in This Book
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Most of the cases examined in this book are drawn from the year 2000 and later. A few cases from the 1990’s that had spillover effects beyond the year 2000 were included. Almost all of the cases involve children as victims, but one or two so thoroughly demonstrated the manipulative powers of bad preachers that they are also included.

The incredible number of cases where the words “Hyles-Anderson College” occur will surprise many readers. It almost seems that Hyles-Anderson College must offer a major in child molesting, because so many of their graduates are arrested for it.

The large number of churches that rally around the perpetrator may also surprise readers. Most of these churches, in fact, ignore the victim.  Some harass the victims and their families.  It is not unusual for a church to rally around an accused pastor right in front of the victim and the victim’s family.   

Also, these cases “float” across time. Bringing a child molester from charges to indictment to conviction to sentencing can take years. In many of the cases presented in the following pages, a “ballpark” year is given so that the reader can get a high level understanding of where that particular case is on the timeline. 

Watch out for the word “former pastor” and “former youth minister” in the news articles quoted. A pastor who gets fired on Tuesday is a former pastor on Wednesday. Usually, when the media describes a suspect as a former church officer, it’s because he was fired or resigned in the last 24 hours.

NOTE ON SOURCES: The soft cover edition of this book provides comprehensive lists of news sources cited, court records, and written artifacts related to each case documented herein. For the Kindle and Audio versions of this book, these sources have been removed to enhance readability. 
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Aaron, Ralph Lee
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Church — Previous: Victory Baptist Church

Most Recent: — Grace Christian Fellowship

Associated Christian School — N/A

Region — Andalusia, Alabama

Pastor — Ralph Lee Aaron

Offender — Ralph Lee Aaron

Charges — 153 charges related to the sexual abuse and torture of underage boys, ages 8-12, pleaded down to one count of first-degree sodomy and three counts of production of obscene matter involving a child under 17

Sentence  — Four consecutive life sentences

Victim(s) — Four boys, known, ages 8-12 when the crimes took place.

Church Discipline Taken

Excommunication — None

Public Rebuke — None

Other Churches Notified — None

2010: After a lengthy investigation that just got more and more horrific as it progressed, Pastor Ralph Lee Aaron, 54, pleaded guilty to a pot full of charges that included sexual abuse, torture of boys, and child pornography.  Throughout the investigation, police investigators described the pastor as “unremorseful” and “stoic.” At trial, when he pleaded guilty, his attorney assured the court that Aaron was remorseful.

Hmm.

He took a guilty plea before Judge Frank “Trippy” McGuire to one count of first-degree sodomy and three counts of production of obscene matter involving a child under 17. For each of those counts, Aaron received one life sentence, and the time will run consecutively. The victims and their families were in agreement with the plea deal.

Aaron was initially charged with 97 counts of possession of child pornography, and 56 counts of other various sex crimes, including the production of child pornography. Pleading down still keeps him in jail for the rest of his life, while sparing his victims from a trial.

The case has been picked up by the U.S. Attorney’s Office, who will continue to investigate the multitude of computer equipment confiscated from the Aaron home. For now it seems that the SBC minister will remain in jail forever. We should never hear about him again, unless the investigation finds an even deeper coil of perverted crimes in his electronic closet.

The SBC had nothing to say about this, and there was no public rebuke or excommunication of Aaron, even though he has so thoroughly disgraced the name of Jesus Christ and harmed children, that one group of people on whom Christ ordered special protection and care.
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Allen, Joshua
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Church — Tyler Street Baptist Church

Associated Christian School — N/A

Region — Jacksonville, Texas

Pastor — Joshua Allen, possibly an associate pastor

Offender — Joshua Allen

Charges — Possession of child pornography

Sentence — Four years in prison

Registration as a sex offender for the three years following prison.

Victim(s) — Multiple, all underage

Church Discipline Taken

Excommunication — None

Public Rebuke — None

Other Churches Notified — None

2007: In the public eye, Joshua Allen was giving music lessons to privileged Southern Baptist children in the suburbs of Jacksonville. In private, he was looking at child pornography of poor, missing, and exploited children, images that he kept locked away on his computer. That would be 2000+ pictures, according to criminal investigators.

On Sept. 21, investigators from the Longview Police Department's Cyber Crimes Unit seized two laptops from Allen, who admitted that they contained child pornography that he downloaded from the Internet, according to the police affidavit.

On one laptop, authorities discovered 60 files containing pictures and videos of underage males and females, some of whom have been identified by the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children as being from Brazil. On the second laptop, more than 2,000 images of child pornography were discovered, according to the police affidavit

The US Attorney said that “material in Allen's case involved prepubescent minors, portrayed in sadistic or masochistic material.” So these were suffering children.

Everybody at Allen’s sentencing, even the judge, was full of praise and hope for Allen’s future, encouraging him to change, saying they were sure that he would, while he insisted that he would, one day, be part of the solution to this problem. Yes, because men addicted to child porn change all the time....

His church was so supportive of him that they never questioned if he truly understood what repentance is, if he had any sense behind those vacant blue eyes of his, of the worth and value of another human being.

Allen apologized to his church, his friends, his family, everybody except the children victimized by the porn he enjoyed. Those children, who, for him, were sex toys, not people, didn’t get a moment’s notice: not from the people of his church, not even from the judge. So, obviously, his church did not rebuke him, did not examine whatever apologies he offered, to see if he actually loathes his sin or just loathed being caught, and it looks like they assume that he really is serious about following Jesus. I sure find it hard to believe.

Allen has long since served his time. He’s out now. Nobody is tracking him any longer. The SBC glibly and blindly accepted his apologies and assurances. Would you want your toddler or young child alone in a room at church with Joshua Allen?
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Anderson, John

[image: ]




Church — Carbon Hill First Baptist

Associated Christian School — N/A

Region — Alabama (also Arkansas)

Pastor — John Anderson

Offender — John Anderson

Charges — Three counts of first-degree sexual abuse – Walker County Alabama.

Multiple charges, including rape, in Arkansas.

Other undisclosed charges in Franklin County Alabama.

Sentence — Unknown – only one sentence presented here

Victim(s) — Multiple children under the age of 12

Church Discipline Taken

Excommunication — None

Public Rebuke — None

Other Churches Notified — None

2002: Anderson, who reportedly also went by the name "Bill," admitted guilt to Class C felony charges involving juveniles under the age of 12 years. Anderson served as preacher at Carbon Hill First Baptist for several years between the early and mid 1990's. He was facing other charges in Arkansas, including rape. His victims were children. He took guilty pleas.

The Alabama judge sentenced him to ten years, split into a 3-7 divide, with Anderson out in three year for seven years’ probation. This, in spite of the fact that he clearly is a career criminal, using his SBC ordination and extraordinary preaching skills as his cover. Anderson, in addition to pastoring First Baptist in Carbon Hill, was also a featured speaker at Southside Baptist in Russellville, Natural Bridge Baptist, West Blocton Baptist, Hartselle Baptist, and other churches in Mississippi.

Anderson is a child molester, a rapist, and who knows what else. He has a rap sheet. But the SBC has not defrocked him. They are not tracking him, and if that sentence of 3-7 years was the stiffest one he received, he is out of jail now. The SBC has done nothing to prevent him from walking right back into the ministry.

If Anderson were a law-abiding gay man, the SBC would bar him from membership in an SBC church. If he were a woman, they would keep him out of the ministry. But as he is a child molester and a rapist, the SBC won’t interfere with him at all.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Ashby, Daniel Ivan
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Church — Calvary Community Baptist Church

Associated Christian School — Community Christian School

Region — Denver, Colorado area

Pastor — Brian Dare

Offender — Daniel Ivan Ashby (School principal)

Charges — Criminal distributing and possessing child porn

Sentence — 90 months

Victim(s) — Multiple

Church Discipline Taken

Excommunication — None

Public Rebuke — None

Other Churches Notified — None

2012: Ashby is a graduate of Bob Jones University. The investigation linked him to sharing child porn electronically in both the state of Colorado and in Lima Peru, where he had resided for ten years.

Ashby was indicted by a federal grand jury in Denver on July 9, 2012. He pled guilty to the possession of child pornography charge on October 4, 2012. He was sentenced on January 25, 2013.
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Ballard, Tim
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Church — Sylvan Hills First Baptist Church

Associated Christian School — Abundant Life Schools

Region — Arkansas

Pastor — Keith Brickell

Offender — Tim Ballard, Teacher

Charges — two counts of sexual assault

Sentence — $60 days

1,000 fine

Victim(s) — One, possibly two high school girls, students at his school. Other victims exist, but the SOL prevented charges from being brought.

Church Discipline Taken

Excommunication — None

Public Rebuke — None

Other Churches Notified — None

2010: On March 1, Sgt. William Michaels of the Sherwood Police Department received an anonymous phone call. The caller, male, told Michaels that Coach Tim Ballard had just resigned from Abundant Life School, and that both Ballard and his wife (also a faculty member) had been put on administrative leave prior to the resignation. The caller then went on to say that Tim Ballard had been having sex with female high school students, and he even gave names of those he thought might be victims. 

Detectives Scott Hicks and Heather Meadows were assigned to investigate. They met with school superintendent Russell Eudy and Sylvan Hills church pastor Keith Brickell.

According to the Sherwood Voice, “Both Brickell and Eudy told officers it was not the first time they had received a complaint about Ballard involving inappropriate behavior with a female student. The superintendent said the first was made 11 years ago and the most recent in September 2009” (Greg Rayburn and Bill Lawson. March 23, 2010). 

You have to ask yourself, “Then why was Ballard still on school staff, with unrestricted, private access to girls, in 2010?” How many allegations of being groped, touched, seduced, does it take to fire a pervert from his job? Or should you just wait, like Brickell and Eudy did, until he commits statutory rape?

At last, when a student had directly emailed them about having sex with Ballard, Brickell and Eudy had put Ballard on administrative leave. They had not gone to the police with the matter, even though it is a crime. The anonymous caller had been obliged to do that. And you have to wonder, why, in a supposedly Christian ministry environment, does a man have to be anonymous to protect the well-being of young ladies in high school? What pressure exists in the Southern Baptist Convention culture, to avoid dismissing gropey teachers until after they have used a teenager for sex? And what pressure makes people go secretly to the police?

The detectives interviewed the female student, and her narrative made clear that Ballard had started grooming her in tenth grade and by her senior year had progressed her to the point of oral sex with him and digital penetration.

In what one news report called “a pretty good plea bargain” Ballard pled guilty and was sentenced to 60 days for sexually assaulting students. A lot of students actually accused him  of sexual contact, but the stature of limitations nullified any charges except for those stemming from two allegations.

Ballard also paid a $1,000 fine. His boss, Superintendent Russell Eudy, was, ultimately, charged with failing to report allegations of sexual assault to authorities. 

See also: Eudy, Russell
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Beith, William “Andy”
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Church — Liberty Baptist Church

Associated Christian School — Liberty Baptist Academy

Region — Lake Shore,  Indiana

Pastor — Previously, William Beith Senior

Succeeded by, Darrell Crots, the husband of Andy Beith’s sister

Offender — Andy Beith, principal of Liberty Baptist Academy

Charges — Sex with an 11 year old girl

Contributing to delinquency of a minor (previous charge)

Sentence — 15 years, parole in 11. Changed to 10 years.

Victim(s) — Not named

Church Discipline Taken

Excommunication — None

Public Rebuke — None

Other Churches Notified — None

2001: Beith made headlines back in May 2001 when, as the 27 year old principal of Liberty Baptist Academy in Lake Shore Indiana, Beith ran off with an 11 year old female student. He took her on a cross-country sex spree, where they drove for Las Vegas, had sex along the way, and Beith built plans of marrying her and having babies by her. They were caught in Las Vegas. He was arrested.

Beith had been arrested previously for contributing to delinquency of a minor when caught partially dressed with a 15 year old girl. Yet nothing had prevented him from becoming a principal in a Baptist Christian school.

During Beith’s incarceration, his mother wrote to the judge to ask for leniency for her son. The mother of Beith’s 11 year old victim died within a few years of the abduction, an early death that her husband blamed on the trauma of what Beith did.

In May 2005, while Beith was imprisoned, the U.S. Court of Appeals in Chicago (Seventh Circuit) reviewed the ruling of his case. They ordered him resentenced “because there was no clear evidence of a previous molestation or that Beith abducted her by deceit or trickery,” according to AP News (Conservative Babylon). After consideration, Beith’s original sentencing judge, U.S. District Court Judge Rudy Lozano, reduced Beith’s sentence to 10 years. He admitted reluctance to do so, but acknowledged that he had to observe sentencing guidelines as specified in the Seventh Circuit decision. 

Liberty Baptist Church in Lake Shore Indiana had been pastored by William Beith Sr. Andy’s father, who also was convicted of various sexual criminal charges. The church then passed to Darrell Crots, the husband of Andy Beith’s sister. Needless to say, nobody with the last name of Beith has faced any church discipline for their gross and perverted sins.

After an undetermined amount of time under supervision at the PACT Bradley House, a 59-person halfway house for federal convicts in Michigan City, Andy Beith, now (as of Jan 2012), is free. In his forties at the time of this writing, he resides in Mishawaka, IN and is a registered sex offender for life. He continued under supervised probation, which was scheduled to expire in 2013. You can find updates on Andy Beith by checking the National Sex Offender Public website. Look him up as William A Beith.
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